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PREFACE. 



THO U G H the genius of the Bri- 
tifh nation is more diftinguifhed 
for folidity of judgment, cool re- 
flection, and deliberate reaibnings, than 
for laconifms, flaflies of wit, or flights of 
fancy, yet they challenge the reputation of 
having as high a relifh, and as elegant a 
tafte, for whatever is genuine of this kind, • 
as any other nation. I cannot help think- 
ing, if this humour, which has, of late, 
been much neglefted, prevailed among 
us, that other nations would have appear- 
ed our fuperior in it, fo much as they fall 
ftiort of us in all other faculties,or writings, 
of wit and ingenuity : but I confefs, that 
I am not a little furprifed, after our re- 
peated enquiries into the wifdom and opi- 
nions oj the ancients, our feveral improve- 
ments upon their fyftems, our refearches 
into their mythological do£trines, and end- 
Icls imitations of their writings, how a 
Vol- I. A col- 
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colledtion of their Apophthegms, fo ne- 
ceffary to fupport the deference we pay to 
their authority, and fo calculated to gra- 
tify the curiofity, and improve the tafte, 
of mankind, fhould not, before now, have 
appeared in an Englifti drefs. I allow, 
that diftance of time, difference of man- 
ners and fentiments, may fo vary the taftc 
of men, as that what pafles for wit in one 
age and country, may appear fimple in an- 
other, or even, at a difterent time, in the 
fame country : yet whatever regards the 
unalterable conftitution of men, or things, 
will be always regarded, in the fame, light, 
in .all ages and civilized countries. To 
fuch Apophthegms, I fuppofe, Fabius al- 
ludes, when he fays, ' That were they not 

* evident and inconteftible truths, they 
' had not been eternal.* 

How far this tafte prevailed among the 
ancients, what regard and veneration they 
paid to the wife fayings of their princes, 
philofophers, and other great men, ap- 
pears abundantly from their writings. Ju- 
venal fays, * that yvu^^ a-iavrov is a precept 

* which dropt down from heaven.' This 
faying of Chilo, together with two more 
of that great philofopher's precepts, were, 
with much ceremony, confecrated to A- 
pollo, and fet up in his temple at Del- 
phos. The Greeks engraved the more 
celebrated Apophthegms of their wife 

men 



PREFACE. iii 

men upon the doors, pillars, and altars of 
their temples, as worthy of the Gods 
themfelves,. Plutarch, tells jus, that Ly- 
curgus enjoined the Lacedemonians, to 
teach their children a graceful way of 
fpeaking, enlivened with a touch of inof- 
fenfive raillery, fo brief, fententious, and 
expreffive, that the children, by a habit of 
long filence and meditation, foon acquired 
fuch a prelence of mind, a quicknefs and 
vivacity of thought, as oftentimes to drop 
Apophthegms tha't aftonifhed the hearers. 
We are alfo told, that this great legiflator 
inftituted a kind of exercife, that he called 
Wx«»,(confabulations) to which all the old 
men, upon their being difcharged from 
the more weighty bufinefs of the ftatc, re- 
forted, and paft the time in witty fayings, 
liberal jells, and other laconics, tending 
either to difcountenance vice, or encou- 
rage virtue. 

In what, efteenl may we reafonably ap- 
prehend the fayings of that admirable 
philofopher Socrates to have been kept, 
and coUedted by his fcholars and follow- 
ers, confidering he never wrote any ? 'Tis 
agreed on, that Pythagoras publilhed no- 
thing of his own : yet ftill, we find, that 
his difciples took care to tranfmit his pre- 
cepts to pofterity. The folutions of fe- 
veral queftions, put to Thales the Mile- 
fian, were accounted as fo many ^enigmas 

A 2 among 
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among the old Greeks *, sind the maxinis 
of Antifthenes were thought of fuch uni- 
verfal ufe, that none was unacquainted 
with them. 

How much the Romans w«re attached 
this way, appears not only from the reve- 
rence they paid to the fayings of Cato the 
Elder, and feveral others among them> 
but we find, that fome of their politeft and 
moft judicious writers, fuch as Julius C^- 
far, Macrobius, and Stobaeus, wrote each 
of them a coUeftion * of Apophthegms. 
Plutarch wrote a feparate treatifc,. con- 
taining the Apophthegms of the ancient 
Grecians, for the ufe of Trajan the em- 
peror, and Tiro colledted the fayings of 
his mafter Cicero. 

Though feveral other inftances might 
be given of the efteem in which the an- 
cients held the fayings of their great men, 
the tafte they had for laconics, and the 
pains and emulation they ftiowed to pro- 
mote the habit of them, let it fuffice, that 
the humour of retailing thefe fentences 
was fo predominant among them, that 
thbir Mimi, though a loqfer fort of poet- 
ry, abounded with them, as we find by 
the writings of Publius Syrus, which con- 
tain p. world of precepts and ohfervations 
aeceflkry to be be known for a man*s con- 
diuft in the whole courfe of his life. Eu- 
ripides, tiie fcholar of Socrates, retains 

much 



PREFACE. V 

much of his mafter's ftrain ; his tragedies 
are every-where crouded with beautiful 
fayings, and moral fentences, perhaps be- 
yond what the ftrift laws of the drama 
will bear. 

But to come down to our modem 
times. The Msfhometans, even to this 
day, preferve a great veneration for the 
wife fayings of Naufchirvan, an ancient 
king of Perfia, for thofe of the great Al- 
manzor, and Locman ; as alfo for the mo- 
ral maxims of Abubeker, Ali, Ofman, 
&c. A judicious colledion of which, wa$, 
about half a century ago, publifhed, by a 
profeflbr of the oriental languages, atParis. 
The Chinefe make the fayings of the cele- 
brated Confucius their chief ftandard in all 
matters of law and equity. The Spaniards 
have coUcftcd the Apophthegms of the fa- 
mous duke ofOffuna, Antonio Perez, and 
fevreral others. The Italians have publifhed 
what they call their. Motti, Arguti, and 
many other volumes of the like nature. 
But no nation have carried on ^his hu- 
mour fo far as our neighbours the French, 
witnefs the Perroniana, the Thuana, the 
Scaligeriana, &c. &c. containing the pb- 
fervations and fayings of the feveral great 
men whofe names they bear ; partly com- 
prehending philological obfcrvations, re- 
lating to the Grecian and Roman antiqui- 
ties, partly cenfures of the ancient and 

A 3 modern 
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msd^xi authors, and matters of crkicifm^ 
and partly things that are purely face- 
tious aiKi joccrfe. 

As nothing of this nature, that I have 
feen, has hitherto appeared in our language^ 
for I fcom to take notice of thefe execrable 
tilings, our books of common jefts, except a 
fifiallpofthumous mifcellany of lord Bacon» 
failed a coUeftion of Apaphthegpas new 
md oU,. it may be expeded, that I Ihould 
fey fomething with regard to the tendency 
and utility of this fort of writing. I believe 
thtre is no authority whatever, an Engliih 
leader will be naore ready to acquiefce in,, 
upon this head, than the ©pinion of the 
great Bacon^ in who& time the tafte of 
mxt nation feemed to run much into this 
Ijiimour. In his preface to his collection he 
jbegins thus ; ' Julius Caefar wrote acol- 
^ leftion of Apophthegnis, fo did Macro- 
♦> bius. I need fay no more for the wortb 
•^ of a writing of this nature/ A little far- 
ther his lordfhip proceeds as; follows v 
^ Apophthegms are of excellent ufe ; they 

* are the mucrones verborum, pointed 
** fpieeches. The words of the wife are as 
^ goads, faith Solomon. Cicero prettily 
' calls them^ falinas, falt-pits». whence 
*^ you may extrad: ftlt> and Iprinkle it 

* where you wilL They ferve t<?be in- 

* terlaced in continued Xpeech -, they ferve 

* to be recited oa <icca(ion of th^o 

* felvesj 
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* felves ; they ferre, if you take out the 
^ kernel of them, to become your own/ 

A pleafanty feafonable word, faith a ce- 
lebrated writer, is oftentimes the making, 
of a man's fortune, if it is cleverly and 
difcretely fpoke, with a punduat regard 
to the humour and condition of the per- 
fon, and ad^ted ta the feveral circum- 
ftances of time, matter, and occafion,. 
Apophthegms are evidently conducive ta 
all d\e ends of proverbs, precepts, and 
adages. As for moral maxims, their, 
chief end is to ditve^t a man in his com* 
merce with the world v but few, or none,* 
of them fhew him what he is, with all his 
frailties and weaknefles about him, undei: 
the influence of fuperftition, ignorance, 
vanity, and intereft. Prco^ts work up- 
on few, becaufe few think th^t they ftand' 
in need of a dire<S:ior : but pr«$cept joined 
to example feldom fiails to influence us«» 
Erafmus fays, ^ That Apophthegms are, 
^ in hifl:ory, the fame as the pearls in the 
'' fand, or the gold in the mine ^ andPlu* 
tarch affirms, ' That they are the mofl: 

* infallible mirror toreprefent aimantru* 

* ly what he is ;* agreeable to the reply 
of Syramnes, the Pi^rfian general, who, 
being aflccd the reafi>n, why his adions 
did not corrcfpond w ith his fayings ? anr- 
fweredi * My fayings* are in my ovn pow- 
1 er and diipofal, but my a&ions are u a^ 

' der 
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* der the influence and , direftion of for- 

* tune, and my prince/ And it is equal- 
ly true, that their Apophthegms prove 
the lurefl: mediums to view the genius and 
difpofition of any nation, as that they are 
the beft expedients for difcovering the true 
habit, and genuine conftitution of the 
mind, in one individual perfon. A col- 
leftion of their Apophthegms muft be 
conducive to the fhidy and knowledge of 
the philofophy and hiftory of the ancients, 
as it muft compj^hend the quinteffence of 
what the feveral philofophers and hiftori- 
ans have wrote fuch a multitude of vo- 
lumes in treating of. The fentiments of 
fo many men, eminent in their feveral fa- 
culties and profelTions, cannot mifs of af- 
fording the moft ufeful implements, not 
only offpeaking, but of adting well, as 
they yield precedents and examples for all 
the various cafes and conditions in life; 
as they aid and aflift U5 in the regular and 
juft arangement of our thoughts, by pre- 
fenting the brighteft fages of antiquity to 
our view, for the nohleft patterns for j6ur 
imitation, in fetting their judgment and 
difcretion before us, in a fair and advan- 
tageous light ; and as they enable us to 
aflbciatein the convtrfation of the moft 
polite. There is another ufe that may be 
made of them ; and that is, to infpire 
young perfons, by a 'proper application of 

the 
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the maxims, examples, and remarkable 
events, contained in them to a love of 
virtue, and an abhorrence of yice. Youth 
will attend with plea&re to fuch inftrac^ 
tion, which, being conveyed under die 
plcaiing maik of ilories, fhall make a 
deeper impreffion on their minds, as it 
feems to be laid before them without any 
dcfign. 

Having premifed fo much, in general^ 
concerning writings of this nature, I ihall 
now beg leave to offer a few things, with 
regard to the original whence we have the 
following colle£tion. Our great author's 
univcrfal knowledge in the writings of an- 
tiquity, his diligence, and abilities to ex^ 
cell in whatever he wrote, his graye^ ju- 
dicious, and candid remarks, influenced 
neither by fear or flattery, joined to his 
f^if > ingenlowl and learned explanations, 
leave us no room to doubts but we have 
copied from the beft coikdkion of the 
Apophthegms of the Ancient^. 

As tt his order,*or method of digefting 
theni, he tells us that he has chiefly fol- 
lowed Plutarch : but we find, that he has 
not copied him much in that particular ^ 
for Plutarch, having coUefted only from 
the Greek, ranges every nation in the or- 
der they fueceeded one another in figure 
and eminence, and the feveral perfonages 
of every nation, in the fucccflfion of time 

they 
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they lived. Other authors have digcfted 
them varioufly, fomc in the order of the 
alphabet, and others made the fame a- 
xangcment of the feveral topicks .treated 
of : whereas Erafmus has purfued neither 
.of thefe methods. He feems to place 
them according to the pre-eminence he 
himfelf gives them : hence wc fee that he 
begins with the Lacedemodians, and pro- 
ceeds, as in this colledlion, varying, the 
entertainment as he thinks proper, after 
afluming the charafter of the mafter of a 
feaft, to be the more at liberty, after his 
ingenious manner, to diverfify the fubjedis 
of entertainment. 

Every nation having a peculiar idiom 
of their own, and almoft every perfon a | 
propriety of expreffion proper to their j 
charadter, more adapted to the univerfal | 
genius of the Greek or Latin, than to any 
of the modern languages, it would, per- 
haps, require as much pains to jiiftify our 
tranflation, as it did to make it. There- 
fore I fhall not charge this preface with 
any remarks of that nature : let it fufRce, 
that I have, as much as in my power, en- 
deavoured to convey the various phrafeo- 
. logics to the ufage of the Englilh lan- 
guage, with a ftridt regard not to deviate 
from, or corrupt, the original propriety, 
nor venture to ftrain any thing beyond 
the equity of a fair and innocent mean- 
ing, 
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ing, tho' in the remarks and explanations, 
I have, as well as in the Apophthegms, 
fele<5ted only fuch, or fuch divifions of 
them, as I thought needful to illuftrate 
the beauties, or ambiguity, of the Apoph- 
thegm, or fuch as moft immediately tend- 
ed to inculcate the principles of virtue. 
I have made fuch inconfiderable additions, 
and have varied as little from the order 
of my author, except in ranging moft of 
the fcattered Apophthegms I met with in 
the mifcellanies, under their proper heads, 
that I don't think it material to fay ought 
upon thefe fubjefts, as I have inferted no- 
thing without confulting the beft authori • 
ties. I have been careful to avoid repetir 
tions of the fame Apophthegms, afcribed 
to different perfons, and have rejefted 
fuch as had any great fimilitude with o- 
thers, formerly met with. I prefume that 
I have made fuch a choice, as to include 
whatever feems very remarkable, or wor- 
thy our attention in the Apophthegms of 
the Antients ; and our author was too 
much of the philofopher, to have any 
thing that is prophane," loofe, or fcurri- 
lous, or fo much as bordering*that way. 
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BOOK I. 

The Lacedemonians digeftcd in order 
of the GREEtt Alphabet. 



A 



AGASICLES. 

I. /^ Certain pcrfon having told Aga- 
iicles. King of Lacedemon, that he 
wonder'd, as he was a prince To fond 
of learning, he did not aiTociate with 
the difcipks of Philophanes the philofopher, he 
prince-like replied^ ^^ I incline to be the difciple 
** of my parents." 

Intimating, that ;t is of no lels importance to 
us who our. preceptors were, than who our pa- 
rents : for, as children generally imbibe the dif* 
pofitions of their parents, in like manner are t^he 
vices and finifter examples of coriupt teachers im- f 
prefled on thofe they educate. The inftitutica 
VoL.L B of 
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of a noble life is to be obtained, by means of {uch 
as have, by their own aflions, rcndere(f them- 
felvcs patterns of virtue ; and not from thofe, 
nvi»o, by a gingle of words artificially difpofed, 
do, as it were, trifle and play with virtue. It.is as 
pernicious in reaflty, and as diihonourah]^ for a 
^ prince, to owe bis exlucation to ignoble -or tm- 
^ worthy preceptors, as it is, to owe his being to 
parents of the fame flamp : nor ought n prince 
to be inrtruSed in any other art or difcipline, bc- 
fides thofe which tend to the right adminiftration 
of government. 

2. Being afk'd, by what means a prince might 
rule fafely, without the fccurity of a guard for his 
perfon ? he anfwcred, ** Let him govern his fuj»- 
N "^^ je£is, 2s a parent does his children.'* 

No body ever couch*d more in a fm'aller com- 
pafs of words. Mafters are dreaded by their fer- 
vants, becaufe the difobedient, wham a fenfe of 
fhame or duty does not reftrain, they punifli. 
Children, in regard a parent confults their wel- 
fare rather more paiSonately than his own, love 
him, infomuch that a reverence accompanies his 
authority. He is fo far from apprehending^, that 
there is any need of a guard againft them, that 
he is perfwadcd there is no guard, he can have, 
jnore Biithful than a band of themfelves. Thus a 
king, by generous and benevolent actions, might 
fo engage the affediions of his fubje^, as to have 
no manner of occafim for that rude, mercenary 
mob about him, for his fecutjty : he would have 
no trufiier guard than his own fut^eds, over 
whom he excrcifed the affcdions of a parent. 
]5ut fijch princes, as arc guided by the following 
maxim, * Let them hate, providing they dread,* 
fufpecl none more than thofe they are under a nc« 

cefity 
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ceflity to confide inoft in : befides, they muft fear. 
mnsu of whom many are afraid. 

AG ESI LA US. 

3. Agefilaus, that great King of the Lacede* 
monians, being, at a drinking match, chofen by 
lot mafter of the feaft, whofe bufinefs it was to 
prefcribe each of his guefts his fliare of the wine« 
wasafk*d by the waiter, how much wine be was to. 
lay down for every man's quota ? he made anfwer, 
^* If there i« a large quantity of wine provided^ , 
^' give every man as much as he a(ks : if other- 
'^ wife, divide it equally among them." 

By this dexterous provifion it was fo ordered^ 
that, in cafe there was abundance of wine pro* 
vided, there {hould he no fcarcity among thofe 
who inclin'd to drink more largely ; and, on the • 
other h^nd, that fuch as inclin'd fobriety, (hould • 
be under no compulfion to drink more than they . 
lik'iJ. Again, in cafe of a fcarcity of wine, he . 
excluded, by this equality, all grounds of com- 
plaint or diilatisfaSion. For, by diflributing an 
equdl (hare to each perfon, they that were but 
nu)derate drinkers would have had abundance, 
and fuch as would have drank more largely, fince 
they had enough {o fuiHce nature, could not com- . 
plain for not having a fufHciency to glut luft, in 
regard that the diftribution was equal : where- 
fore they contented themfetves, with a temperate . 
i^efre(hment, who otherwife would have pleafed a 
vitiated appetite. 

4. Upon hearing one run out, very much, in 
pr^ife of an Orator, for having a wonderful talent, 
hy the force of eloquence, of e^^aggerating, and 
aaghifying matters of the lead confideration, he 

B 2 tiysj 
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fays, ** I never think that man a good (hoemaker, 
•^ who makes a large Ihoe for a fmall foot." 

In difcourfmg, the truth is always the moft 
eligible ; and he harangues beO, wi'^-'fe oration 
agrees moft with the nature ofthings, whence the 
qtTality of it is expcdled. 

5. As fomc friend of his prf fled him vehement- 
ly for a favour, that was not very confident with 
Ws honour to grant ; and often urged, in behalf 
of his fuit, that the king had promifed it, and 
that it was unaccountable to deny what Wis pro- 
inifed. Agefilaus fays, •* 'Tis vtry true; if what 
•' you alk be juft, f have promis'd it ; if not, I 
** faid, not promifed it.*' Thus he eluded the 
improbity of the petitioner, who flill infifted that 
princes ought inviolably to perform whatever they 
ib much as gave the rojal nod to. ** Not any 
*' more, fays Agefilaus, than they, who come to 
*^ kings, ought to aflc, and to fpeak whatevef \s 
** juft ; reoarding both the opportunity, and what 
** Wds worthy of, and convenient for kings to 
•^ grant." 

Some princes are, as it were, fo befet, that, 
by their being overtaken in liquor, or otherwifc 
by their variety of cares, they are not at ]eifur« 
to confider ,the nature of the thing afked for : 
fome petitioners there are, who watch that op- 
portunity to make their unjuft fuiis : for which 
reafon, kings may very fairlv deny what is pro- 
mifed, when the petitioners forget their duty in 
afking it. 

6. Agefilaus, being but a boy, in the fol^mn 
games in which the youth were exercifcd, was, 
by the pcTfon v h"» prefidcd, appointed in none of 
the moft honourable flat ions: but, notwithftand,!» 
mg he was at the {*mc time the prcfumptive heir 

t# 
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to the crown, yet he I'eadily accepted of it, fay- 
"^g> ** '^Tis exceeding well ; for I (hall not only 
*' miike this place remarkable, hut even make iC 
** hereafter a place of honour and dignity." 

This fentinent decUred a vaft loftincls of mind, 
tempered with a wonderful moderation in one tiiat 
was but a boy. 

7. A p^hyfician having prefcrib'd a cure for 
iiim, which he thought neither exa^fl, or. fimple 
enough, fuch as the Spartans pra<5iis'd 3 he faid, 
** By Jove, if it is my fate not to live, I fliall 
'^ take your prefcripcions ^ e^en if I did not take 
** AemaU.'' 

Meaning, that medicine, of fuch a nature, fooner 
kili'd than cut 'd ; and that a compound of ftufFsi 
Ibojld not be adminidred to any that was not La 
the humour to di?. That nation could relifii no- 
thing but fimp'icity and frugality. 

8. Being to]d> that a wicked mifcreant was 
conKantly put to racks and tortures, he fiys,^ 
" How eminently miferable is that man, who 
" wafte^i bis patience and forbearance upon flagi- 
** tious and fcandalous practices?" 

To fuffer for any villainy was, by the Lacede- 
monian'-, accounted a wonderful and extraordina- 
ry matter : but whatever troubles were undergonti 
for worthy and honeft actions, were efteenicd 
laudable. Bsfides, the more conftant and refo- 
lute any one behaved, that fufFt-r'd for bafe and 
ftiameful deeds, the more he fell fiiort of the cha* 
rader of fortitude, and was thought the mora 
wretched and nefarious man. 

9. Agefilaus, feeing a moufe, thit fome boy 
was pulling, by the tail, put of a hole, turn upon 
him, and, biting his hand, make its efcipe, fays, 
^* After fuch an animal as this attempts to a- 

B 3 ** vcnge 
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'^ vengc iifelf of., thofe that injure it, bethink, 
yourfelves, what a man fhould do, to avenge 
himfelf of thofe that would wrong him, and 
-** invade his liberty." 

This gallant commander took every opportu- 
nity to animate his men, and to infpire them, by 
t^vtry inftance of fortitude, with new courage a- 
gainft the enemy. But this example tends chief- 
ly to (how, that we ought not, by wrongs and 
injuries^ to provoke a weaker perfon. For it 
often happens, as Horace, fays, 

et fragili^quserens illiderc dentcm5 



Offendet folido.- 

• And if fhc dare attempt my honeft fame, 
'^ Shall break her teeth againft my fbtid name. 

Francis. 

10. Tiflapherncs, General of the Perfian?, con- 
eluded, more out of fear than choice, a treaty 
6f peace with Agefilaus, wherein it was ftipulated, 
that he fhodd fuffer the Grecian ftates to enjoy 
their own laws freely, and without any molefta^ 
tion. But foon after, receiving large fupplles of 
troops, he inftantly threatens Agefilaus with a war, 
if he did not forthwith depart Afia. Agefilaus 
received with great chearfulnefs and calmnefs of 
fpirits the news of his violating the treaty ; and 
moreover told the ambafladors, with an air of 
good humour, •* That he return'd Tifl'aphernes 
*' many thanks, oft account that, by his perjury, 
'' he muil render both gods ahd men his enemies : 
** at the fame time he renders them well-wilhers 
** to the adverfe party." 

He then made a motion with his army, as it 

weTe, 
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were, with an intention to make a defcent upon 
Caria : but Tif&pherncs, ignorant of the deceit^ 
drew together his forces ; upon which Ageiilau* 
fell irpon Phrygia, and, having taken feveral ci- 
ties there, carried away a huge booty. On this 
occafion he would fay to his friends, ** That to 
^^ violate a treaty, without juft grounds for do- 
" ing it, was a downright contempt of the gods : 
" but the circumvention of an enemy, in war, 
" was not only juft and honourable, but plcafing 
" and advantageous alfo." 

He juftly perceived, that, without the inter- 
pofition of the divine providence, nothing happens 
in the afFairs of mortals ; and that it is better 
tnifting in God's favour, than in human ftrengtb 
or devices. He not only abdains from any un- 
jttft mjeafure$> but was averfe to give a handle of 
renewing the war upon fuch ciieafures : yet, fa 
foon as he gpt a handle, be readiFy emhrac'd it. 
Noc did he think it inconfiflent with the honour 
of a prtnce to-<leceive a man, .who, by pcrjuryt 
^nd an open violatioa of treaty,, xiefied both gods 
and men. 

II. Having retired to Ephefus, at a time be 
was but weak in horfe, he there puhliOied a pr^- 
cUfnation, propofing to the rich men, that who»« 
tver were not inclined to ferve perlbnally in tha 
war, would be exeuftd, by furnifhing him cacl» 
with a horfeman armed and mounted. When 
by this ftratagem, inflead of an at my of indolent 
and timorous wealthy men, he had in a ifaort 
time raifed feveral gallant regiments of horfe, he 
would fayy *' That be had copied Agamemnon^ 
^^ who J on his receiving a beautiful mare from 
" a rich man, excufed him from ferving «i the 
" war,'* as Hom«r relates it, ia Iliad y. * 

B4 Alift^ 
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Ai^jjr TYfiT AyafAifjuovUvy tot tot ri Xl(t}ot^'Of. 
ATOC civrZ rifXciTo i^iSvuv, yiiyec yap o» icung 

Then Mcnelaus his Podargus brings, 
And the fam'd Courfer of the King of Kings 
Whom rich Echepolus (more rich than brave^ 
To 'fcape the wars to Agamemnon gave, 
(/Ethe her name) at home to end his days, , 
Bafe weahh preferring to eternal praife. 

PoPE^ • 

% 

This was a firatagem worthy of fuch an excellent 
prince, which effeAually procured thofe requUttcii 
neceflary to fupport the dignity,* and maintain 
the fafety of the ftate, without fny violent or 
hateful extortions. The dexterous fcheme fuc- 
ceeded, very much to the fatisfa£lion of the rich, 
and without diflreiHng the. poor. 
• 1 2. When, by Agefiiaus's orders, the prifon- 
ers^ he had taken in Phrygia, were cxpofcd to 
falc, they were firil ftripj)ed of their garments, 
and then fold naked. 1 he clothes, which, ac- 
cording^ to the manner of the Barbarians, were 
tich and fplendid, being expofed to fale apart, 
had many bidders to buy them : but the (laves, 
being naked, their bodies, fair, tender and deli- 
cate, with fcarce any fign of virility appearing 
on them, occafioned by the eafe and pleafures 
they had always lived in, were derided, and fcorn'd 
as unferviceable. Agefilaus, who fuperintended 
the audion, told his Grecian*, whom by thofe 

mcan& 
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means he intended to animate, pointing* to the 
ornaments of the capiives, *' Thofe arc the things 
•* for whrch ye fight ; *' and, pointing to the 
naked captives themfelves, fays, ** Arid thcfe be 
" thef men againft whom ye fight." 

He made ufe of a double argument to encou- 
rage his men : the one was, the hopes of ob- 
taining the richeft fpoil j and the other was, the 
turning the enemy into extreme contempt. 

I?. Having routed Tiflaphernes in Lydia, he 
afterwards made an excurfion into the king's do- 
minions, which expedition was attended with a 
great flaughter of the Perfians : whereupon the* 
iting prefently dealt with Agefilaus, and, by a fpe- 
cial embaffv, fent him a vaft prcfent in money, 
begging, that he would defif^ from hofiilities. But 
hi>.aorwer was, ** That the making of peace be-' 
'' longed to the Lacedemonians, not to him : 
*' thar, in time of peace, the commonwtalih*s 
" authority tncreafed, becaufe then the^ had the 
'* power to determine whatever they thought 
'^ conducive to the fafety and tranquillity of the- 
'* ftate; but that, in lime of war, it was other— 
** wife : that as for money, he had rather fee it 
*^ in the handfi of his foldiers than his own ; that 
" the Grecians thought it not honourable to en- 
'^ rich themfeivtswjth the bribesof their enemieSy. 
*" but with their fpoils only.'* 

This behaviour fufficiently declares the fuperior 
excellency of this prince, who looked for no o- 
ther reward of his virtue befides glory ; nor 
would trafiick for peace to the prejudice of the 
foldicr. 

14. When MegabatcS) a youth of exquifite 
beauty, of whom Agefilaus was miich enamoured, 
^pproaieli'd, according to the mann^ of the Per- 

B/5 lianS|, 
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fians, to falute him with a kifs, he turned his 
cheek to bifn» with a defign to fhift a kifs ; 
whereupon the boy, thinking the king flighted^ 
him, began to blufli, and drew back to ialu(;e him 
at a more rcfervcd diftance ; which the icing per- 
ceiving, repented his coynefs, and pretended to 
be much furprifed, that the youth did not /a/ute 
him with the fame familiarity ad formerly. His 
friends about him anfwered. That the fault was 
his own, who durft not ftand the kifs of fuch a 
pretty boy, but fearfully avoided it 5 and now, 
fhoulfll the youth come within the reach of a ktfs, 
that he would not have the courage to receive 
it, Agefilaus, after a (hort paufe, fays, *^ Vou 
need not encourage him to a repetition of that 
kindnefs ; for I had rather be mafter of my- 
** felf, in the refufal of that kifs, than mailer of 
'* the beft fortified town m all the enemies dowi- 
^ nions; and I think it, by far, a greater cx- 
** ccllency in a man to preferve his own liberty, 
*' than to rob others of it." 

This was the man framed to govern others, 
who could maimer his own palfions and afFe6):ions F 
Who can avoid to admire fuch philofophic judg- 
ment from the mouth of a foldier ? He was fati A 
fied, that none were in greater bondage, than 
fuch as were flaves to their own lufts and padSons ; 
and that no government whatever was fo great 
and glorious, as that of a man's being able to 
moderate and direft his own mind. This in- 
ftance of contincncy feems ftill more commenda- 
ble and worthy our notice, when we confider, 
that the laws and cuftoms of the Greeks coun- 
tenanced the ufe of boys, in gratifying this un- 
natural afFediion, without either trouble, or im- 
putation of turpitude* 
^ .. . 15. When, 
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15. When, upon a fudden and difordcrly re- 
move of his camp, he was forced to leave be- 
hind hiflj a fick youth, of whom he was paf- 
fionately in love, the youth endeavouring^ as he 
was departing, by tears and intreaties to detain 
him, Agefiiaus, turning back, fays to thofe that 
were about him, *• How difficult a thing it is to 
" be wife, and at the fame time compafHonate ?'* ' 
t6. As to what regarded the care of his per- 
fon, he never indulged himfelf, in the Icaft, with 
any fare better than the army did in common j ' 
totally abffaining from furfeitsf, or delicacies of 
whatever kind ; taking as much reft, as was bare- 
ly neceffary to recreate him for bufinefs, to which 
only he rendered it fubfcrvicnt. He was fo pro-^ 
vided againft both heat and cold, that, during 
the four different feafons of the year, he wore* 
only one fuit of clothes : for, when he lived a- 
mortg the foldiers in their tents, there was no va- 
riety in his meals, nor any diftindJion in his bed 
from that of any commort foldier in the camp;' 
but fared equally as one of them, always having 
this faying in his mouth, ** That it ought to be' 
'• the chief concern of a prince, to be diftinguilh- 
" ed from the reft in private life, by a fuperior 
" excellency of fortitude and temperance, and 
** not by a fuperior indulgence of eafc and deli** 
" cacy/' 

A fa}ing truly great and princely. For had 
He added wifdom, it had comprehended all the* 
virtues of a prince. 

17. Agefilaos told one, who Wondered that he' 
and the reft of the Lacedemonians Ihould ufe fuch* 
frugal meaftires rji their drcfs and diet, " Ah^ 
** fricndy we reap liberty^ the richeft haxveft, 
•* from tills frugality.'*'^ 
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. He prudently intimated, that there is no plea^ 
fure, to an ingenuous mind, equal to liberty : but 
that liberty could not be of a long ftanding where 
luxury prevailed. 
.. 1 8. Being advifed toxtrop fonae part of bis ri- 
gorous manner of living, on account tfiat fuchr 
\^as the volubility of fortune, that,, fome time or 
other, he might of neceffity live after another 
manner, he fays, ^^ I have trained myfelf £b, 
^^ that whatever viciffitudc In life may happen,. 
•'^ rU complain of no change. '* 
• A furprifmg continency of mindf when,, in a 
more auflere and rigorous courfe of life,, he Ihould 
defire no allav : nor, in the midd of delicacies^. 
•was he capable of being, corrupted^ 

19* That even wheaun old man he (hould not: 
h/e brought to change this fevcrity of life, or IcfTen 
hJs bodily exercifes, is very ftrange. For, when* 
he was alk'df how a man, advanced in years as 
he was, {hould<, in the time of a fevere winter, 
wear only a bare cloak, without e er a coat?, he. 
anfwered, ** That the youth, having a princie, 
" and a very old man ta copy front, may imi- 
^' tate my habit of life.'* 

Judicioudy intimating, that oKl men ought to 
live fo, as to exhibit a good copy to. the youth ;. 
more efpecially princes, whom the greateil part 
of mankind are fo fond of imitating. 

20. Thei^eans,.fenfiblehow much they were- 
obliged to Ageftlaus, voted temples and divine 
honours to him ; and fent an embafly, to treat, 
with him upon the matter. After reading the 
honours, they intended him, he a(k*d the ambaflar 
dors, '* If their country had the power to make- 
*^ gods' of men ? '* The ambaflador anfwer- 
ing, it had* *^^ Well, come th?n," fays he,, 

" fiiil 
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^^ firft m^ke gods o( youffdve5y and then'I Ihall 
" believe you caa make a god of mc*' 

It may be a fufajedk here worth enquiry, wbe^ 
ther his lofcinefs of mind, that look'd with fuch 
contempt upon the fooli(h honour propofed him* 
>ct, to attain which, Empedodes the philofo-^ 
pher, toiled hknfelf intfomoiuitiEtna^ and whicb 
io many learned princes, by fo many ftratagems^- 
and at (b much charge9^ endeavoured to attain ; ' 
or the dexterity of his wit, which reproached 
them, to their very facet, either of confummate 
folly, or the moft abjje£t flatiery, was the greatefl^ 
object of their admiration. 

2u See'mg, in Afia, fomehoufe roofed witb 
^uare beams, he aik'd the proprietors of the houfei 
^ If, in their country, the- wood grew fquare ?'* 
The man told him it did not, but was from round' 
trees fquar'd mechanically*. ** What ? then,*' 
/iiys Agefilaus, *^ if it was- to grow fquare you* 
" would make. it round.*' 

Let ufr fancy how this prince would have re-^ 
lifb'd the delicacies of our houfes ; in. which no- 
&'ng pleafes,. that ia not the product of another 
part of the eafth,. or disfigured and adulterated' 
wiib art and invention.. 

22. Being afk'd, where the bounds of the Spar- 
tan power would terminate I he made anfwer,. 
brandifliing his fpear„ ** As far as this can reach.'* 
A noble faying, worthy of fucb a. glorious cap- 
tain, who would not engage in. a war, but upon 
juft grounds ; and whofe. valour would flill main- 
tain that empire purchafed by it. 

25. Being again afkM the reafon, why. Sparta 
was not walled ? he points, to the citizens, then 
imderarms, faying, "Thefc are the walls of the 
^ Spartan date." 

24. Agaioft 
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244 Againft thd immoderate defire of money, 
fo common to moft people, hk «(ed to admoinih 
hu friends, telling them^ ** Theyfhotild not 
*^ ftudy fo much the means to enrich thetnfelves 
*' in money, as in virtue and fortitude: becaufe/' 
fays he, ^^ they purchase money to little purpoTe, 
'^ who are void of the real endowments of the 
« mind/' 

' 25» One, feeing a lame Lacedemonian going 
out to the field, told Agefilaus, that a horfe fiiould 
he neccfiary for that man, becaufe he was lame; 
Agefilaus made anfwer, ** Don't yoti knov^, that 
" in battle we have m6re need of men that cart 
** ftand their ground, than of fuch as can run a- 
" way?" 

Meaning, that they were moft neceflary in 
battle, who were refolved either to die or conquer. 
' ' 26. After he had fubdued the greatcft part of 
Alia, he determined to march againft the king of 
Perfia, with an intent, if practicable, to quell 
htm, who then remained quiet, with no other 
view than to bribe the Grecian captains with mo- 
ney. In the midft of this fair profped Agefilaus 
was called home by the Ephori, (thcfe were five 
judges, whofe determination the king himfelf was 
obliged to conform with) on account that Sparta 
was befieged by the Greeks, (for the Perfian king 
procured that by large remnt^ftces of money fent 
to Thebes and Athens). Me readily obeyed, foy- 
ittg, ** That a good general ftM>uW aft in obedi- 
** ence to the eftaWifli'd law* of his country j** 
and inftantly departed. 

27. The com of Perfia being ftam^ with the 
image of ati archer, Agefilaus, on his departure- 
from Afia, faid, ** That thirty thoufand Perftan 
*^ archers bad driven him out of Afia." 

Meaning 
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Meaning the moaey that was lent to bnbe the 
orators and dennagpgucs of Thebes and Athensy 
whereby thefe two republics were excited to a: 
war with Sparta. 

28w Having paiTed tfie Helkrpont, he marc&ed 
hy land thfo'Thfacc ; not begging or intreating a 
pai&ge aoy where, only fending his envoys to them, 
tadetiKind^ whether they wonld have him paCaas 
a friend, or an enemy ? AH the reft received bim 
as a friend : but the Traliians, of whom Xerxes 
is faid to have bought his pafTage, d«n:ianded the 
price of an hundred talents o£ Mm, and as many 
women, for his pafikge : but AgeiUaus feornfully 
afk'd, " Why they were not ready to rccctve 
^' them?" He marched- on, and, meeting with 
oppofition from the Trallians, fought,, and made 
a great flaughter of them. 

29. Ageftlaus^ hearing a certain man greatly 
admire the king 6f Peril's happinefs, for being 
then but a young man, faid, ^* Nor was Priam 
'* unhappy at that age." 

Indicating^ that no perfon on this fide of death 
ought to be deemed happy^ from the examples 
of Priam ami Croefus. 

30. As Age&kus^ with b s army, pafied thro^ 
tbe.^ean Ifland, which. was famous, as weil k>t 
its noble and delicious wines, as for its other 
delicacies, the inhabitants fent him preients of 
meal, geefe, fweet-meats, honey- wafers,' and alt 
manner of other coftly meats, as well as drinks: 
but he would accept of nothing but the meal ; and 
ordered the riieffengers to carry back the reft, as of 
no ufe to hiniF or his army. After they begged and * 
intreated, that he would accept the whole of the - 
prefent, he ordered the reft of it to be difiributed 
aaumg the Helots, who w^re a kind of flaves or . 

3 drudges 
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drudges among the Lacedaemonians. Being aik*cl 
the reafon for fo doing, he replied, ^^ That it waa^ 
^ not becoming fuch as made profeffions of vir* 
*' tue and bravery, to receive donatives and de- 
^ licacie» of that lund. Btfide^, that, becaufe 
^^ things of that nature ferved for a bait to allure- 
^ and inveigle thofe trained to innate flavery, the- 
^^ foDS of freedom and liberty (hould keep fuc1i in* 
^ ticements at a diftance from them.'* 

This was a prudent manner of taxing the mo— 
rajs of the iEgeans, who, being flaves to pleafure,. 
were incapable of preferving their liberty, or vir- 
tue ; beiides, ingenuoufly remonftrating, that there- 
was no flate of ikvery whatever more fervile and 
ahje£tj thanbeing obnoxious to the pleafures of the^ 
belly and palate; 

31. Being afk'd the reafon why the Spartan* 
flate flouri&ed more than any other common- 
wealth in Greece I he anfWered, *^ Becaufe they^ 

/ ^^ pradtife themfelves more than any other ftate, in 

^ *^ learning as well how to obey, as how togovem/* 

Thefe two requiAtesareneceflary in a ilourifli- 

ing ftate, to feclude all feditions, and maintain^ 

concord and harmony among fellow-cicizens» 

32. Callipedes the tragedian, being eminent in 
that faculty throughout all Greece, meeting the* 
king, faluted him ;. of whichy when he found no> 
notice taken, he confidently thruft-himfelf into- 
his train, expeding: that the king would begin* 
fome difcourfe with him. When all that failed,, 
he boldly accofted Asefilaus, and aik'd him if he 
knew him not? *' What?'* faid the king, **Aft 
<^ thou not Callipedes the fcaramouchio ?,** and« 
fo turned away from him. 

This prudent man, rating every thing lii pro- 
pgrxion.to the advantages refulting thereby to the 

republic^. 
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republic, thought that a ftage- player, though a 
very ce/ebrated one, was not. worthy pf any no- 
tice or diftin£lion ; becaufe his profeflion tends 
only to pleafure, and is adapted more to corrupt, 
tJian mend the morab of the people. 

33. Some perfon having afk'd Agefilaus for 
letters of recommendation, to his friends at Afia, 
ill order to profecute a fuit be had among them ; 
his anfwer was, ** There is no need of any rc- 
*' commeniiatory letters to my friends ; for they," 
*' if I was not to write, will, of themfclves, do 
•' whatever is juft and equitable.'* 

This gallant prince joined in friend(hip with 
none but thofe like himfelf. The recommend- 
ing a good caufe to a good man is altogether un-> 
Jieceflary« 

34. Agefilaus viewing the walls, ofacertafn 
c!t)', chat were exceeding ftrong and' well built, 
was zikdy ifthefe were not ftout walls i ^^ Stout ? 
fays he, " By Jore, they look as if women were 
^* to b^ the only inhabitants within/' 

35* Being dedred to go and hear one who 
wonderfully counterfeited a nightingale, he fays^ 
*' VVhy ? I have heard the nightingale herfelf/' 

Infinuating, that it was a filly and unaccount- 
able pleafure, that of being more delighted by 
invitation, than by nature itfelf. 
'^36, There was one Menecrates, a phyfician, 
who, haun^ been fam*d for great fuccefa in many 
dcfpcrate difeafes, was, by way of flattery, caUed 
Jupiter, He was not only fo vain as to ailume this 
name ; but, having occafion to write to Agefilaus, 
indorfed his letter thus : Menecrates Jupiter^ to 
king Agefilaus, greeting. The king returned an- 
fwer, *' Agefilaus, ta Menecrates, health and a 
*" found mind/* 

3 jr. Being. 
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37. Being once aik'dy which of the virtucsj 
• Valour or Jufticc, vras the more amiable ? he ra 
. plied, *' That Valour would be of no ufe^'iffhcr^ 

** was no Juftice; and, if all the world iverc juft] 
** there wouW be no need of Valour." I 

38. When any of the Afiatick Greeks would 
fay to him. The Great King (meaning the Per^ 
fian) will have it fo ; he would fmartly rcplyJ 
^^ How is he ^eater than I, unlds he is eithct 
*' morejuft, or temperate ?" 

This moft excellent man defpifed external gran- 
deur, with which the vulgar are fo dazzled and 
captivated. 

39. Being a(k'd. By what nobeansa man might 
attain, to an honourable reputation in the worKi I 
he replied, " Let him difcourfe upon the bcftto- 
*^ picks, and atchicve the moil bonoutable A" 
f* aions." . 

What could be fpoke more briefly, aod yet 
more perfe^ly ? Socrates, being afk'd t^ie fstme 
queftion, faid, *^ If he ftudies to be fach a onan 
** as he would fain be efiecmM." Glory pro- 
cured by deceit, is not real) near can be a kiting 
glory, 

40. The following celebrated faying of bis 
ought to be a golden nuxim. with all princes ; he 
faid, '^ That it is a duty incumbent on.a princet 
*^ to exert refblution and audacity againft rebels, 

/ ** and to ufc bencvoleiice^owards fubjc^/* A* 
Virgil more elegantly expreffes it : 

Hae tibi erunt artes 5 pacifque imponere tooremj 
Parcere fubjeAis, ic debellare fuperbos. 

* To tame the proud, the fettered fubjefl free; 
^ Thefic are imperial arts, and worthy thee. 

Drydek. 

41. Being 
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41. Being afk'd, what boys ought chiefly to be 
inftrufled in ? he made anfwer, " That which 
" (ball be of moft fervice to them, when they 
*' grow up io be men." 

The wife man judged aright : for 'tis virtue a- 
]one that ought to be the primary and principal 
iiiipreflion made upon the mind ; and no part of 
our life ought to be fpent in ufelefs and frivolous 
fiudies. 

42. At a time that there was a treaty of peace 
on foot between Agefilaus and the king of Pcr- 
fia, the latter fent him letters, to defire a private 
friendftip and correfpondence with him : but he, 
fending back the packet unopened, dcfired the 
ambafladors to tell the king their mafter, " That 
*' there was no need to fend him private epiftles ; 
" that the public friendfhip was enough while 
*' it lafted. For, if it fliould appear that be 
** was a frifnd to Sparta, and in the intereft of 
" Greece, he might depend on hfs friendfhip and 
" favour, .to the utmoft of his power: but, if 
" otherwife, his epifiolary correfpondence tcnd- 
" ed to treachery, or foul play, let him never 
*'' think,*^ fays he, ** that I fhall prove his friend, 
" if he was to write never fo many letters," 

What is more fublime than his public fpirit ? 
It was his only fcope and aim, in every circum- 
fiance of his tranfa£lions, to flud) the welfare of 
the ftate. 

43. Oneof Agefilaus's friends, halving obferv'd 
him at play with his children, riding on a hobby- 
horfe to amufe them, feemed furprifed at hia 
condufl^, as much below the dignity of one f<» 
highly valued ; but his majefly, with a fmile, re- 
plied, " Saynot one word of what thou hafl feea 
'• to-day, till thou haft cbildrea of thy own." 

44' A 
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44. A great number of Lacedemonians, hav- 
ing run away at the battle of Leudlra, by the 
laws became obnoxious to thepunifhment in that 
cafe provided. Whereupon the Ephori, think- 
ing that, if the taws were put in execution, this 
flate would he much weakened by the lofs of fo 
many foldiers, were of a mind to pardon that of- 
fence, providing they could do it without breach 
of the law. To effectuate which, they delegated 
Agefilaus a dictator, or legiflator of a body of 
new laws : but he> coming out to the public af- 
fcmbly, fays, '* 1 defign by no means to impofc 
*' any new laws, or to make any innovation, in 
•* the old laws: but I judge it meet, that the 
** laws you now have fhall lie dormant at prefent ^ 
•* but (hall, after to-day, be rigoroufly executed." 

By this device, the ingenious prince provided 
for the prefent neceffity of the ftate, and avoided 
giving any precedent for an innovation in the I 
laws,' by abrogating them only for one day. 

4J. In haranguing his army, he would fre- 
quently admonifh bis foldiers, ^^ Not to torment 
*^ their prtfoners Itlee malefadocs or crirainals f 
•• but to treat them like men.'* 

46. After he had quelled the enormots power 
of the Corinthians, by a great flaughter of themr 
infomuch, that he reduced thero to confine them- 
felves within their walls-, he was advifed to bat- 
ter down the city : ** But he denied fuch an 
•* a£)ion was confiftent with his virtue, which 
** aimed only at reducing the rebellious to their 
•* duty, and not at crazing the mbft noble cities 
•• of Greece. For,** fays he, *• if we utterly 
•* deftroy thofe that flood up with us againft the 
^^ Barbarians, we take the ready way to deftroy 
^ ourfelves, whom the enemy, while they quietly 

*"* look 
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'^ look on, till we have fubvei ted our allies, will 
'' find jio very difHcult matter to cut off." 

47. Ageiilaus, being at the point of death, 
charged his friends, that xio image, fiatue, or any 
other reprefentation whatever of his perfon {hould 
be done on any account : " Becaufc," fays he, 
^ if I have perCormed any zQion of note, let it be 
*' my monument ; if not, let no flatues or pic* 
" tures, which are only the work of artificers, 
*^ low trifles of no value, (ctve to illuftrate or 
*' perpetuate my memory]" 

AGE SIP O LIS. 

48. Agefipolis, the fon of Cleombrotus, hear- 
ing fomebody extol it as a glorious exploit, that 
Philip king of Macedonia had, in the fpace of a 
few day«, utterJy demoliflied the city Olynthus, 
fays, ** By Heavens, it (hall take him a longer 
** time to build fuch another city." 

Signifying, that it was more becoming a king 
to found, than to deftroy cities. 

A G I S the Firft. 

iQ. Agisj the fon of Archidamus, being ear- 
neUly difluaded from engaging the enemy at Man- 
tinea, becaufe they were much fuperior in num- 
ber, fays, *' He that would rule many, muft fight 
*' many." 

50. He is reported to have bravely faid, 
*' Tkat the Lacedemonians never afked, What 
" the numba's of the enemy were ? bur. Where 
** were the enemy V » 

51. Being zrik'd once. What number of La- 
wdemonians were in the field ? he replied, *' As 
^ many as are neceflary to punifli the wicked." 

Intimating, 
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Intimating, that it is of greater confequence tOL 
a ftate to be provided with brave men, than with 
a great multitude of men. 

52. A certain rhetorician told Agis, in order 
to cry up the excellency of his own profcflion, 
that rhetorick was undoubtedly the moft fublime 
accompliftiment in the world. ** Therefore,' ' 
fays Agis, *' when you are filent, you are of 00 
« ufe at all." . ; " 

Infinuating, that it was a fuperior excellency 
to perform great and noble exploits, than to have 
a fluency of elocution in talking of noble and mag- 
nificent adions.' « 

53. Having defeated the Argives, who, foon 
after rallying their forces, returned to the charge 
W>ith greater fury than before, Agis perceived that 
mofl of his auxiUaries were in great confternation f | 
whereupon he fays, ** Now, my fellow foldiers, 
*' let us confider, when we, who remain viflors, 

'* are thus aftoniih'd, what condition the van* 
*'. quifh'd muft be in." 

54. Hearing the Eleans greatly extoll'd for 
their drift and impartial juftice, in determining 
the viflgry of the Olympick games, he fays, 
** Pray, i« it fuch an extraordinary matter to 
** praftife juftice for one day in the courfe of five 
" years?" 

This moft wife prince thought that they were 
not intitled to any eulogium for their integrity, un- 
lefs the tenor of their anions, through the whole 
courfe of their lives, was a continued fcries of 
juftice and equity. The Olympick games were 
celebrated once in five years; ^ 

55. Being told, that there was a certain fami- 
ly that much envied him, '* By Gemini," fays he, 
^^ they have then two troubles to torment them : 

« firft. 
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** iirft, their own and their friends misfortunes; 

** next, mine «nd my friends fuccefs." 

A golden faying 1 figoifying, tiiat envious per- 

fons are greater ol^£b of compaiCon than pefent- 
jnent ; becaufe that envy is its own puniihment. 
^6. Being advifed ag^inft venturoig to ftop the 
Tfut of thedcfporateflyiog enemy, he &id, ^* HoW 
^ can wc offer to fight thofe that bravdy ftand 
^' their vgrornvd, if we may aoC montuie to figjhc 
" them that fly ?" 

57. 'An orator from Heraciea, being fent to 
Lacedemon, made a very doU^fnd tedioua ipeech 
to Agts; and having at laft finilhed, alked. 
What am I now to tell tlie Heradeans i '^ What* 
*^ elfe," replied Agis, *' than that I kept filent 
^* all the time you was like never to have done 
« fpeaking." 

5S. Having undertaicea to go hinvfelf once 
upon an embaffy to Fhiiip kmg of Macedonia, 
be thought proper to go alone. Philip, wonder- 
ing to lee him unatten<jed, iays. What k the 
reafon your majtfty is come fiogly .^ " Why 
" not," replies be, ** to a fingJe man ? '* 

59. It is a complaint peculiar to old men, that 
things are changing for the wor£r, as if it was the 
nature of human afliain to degenerate. Agis, 
hearing an old man regret, that the former laws 
and ctiiftoiiis were aboli<flied, and fupplied by 
worfe, infomuch that the ftate and habit of Sparta 

i were totally fubverted, and turned topfy*turvy ; 

he anfwered, ** Then, things proceed in their re- 

'' gular and proper order : for I remember, when 

^* I was a boy, to have heard my father fay,, that 

" there was, at that time, a total ftibverfion of 

" things : now, if they ^re inverted again, they * 

^ arc reftored to their priftine ftate." 

AGIS 
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A G I S the Laft. 

6o« Agis^ the laft King of Lacedemnn, being 
treacheroudy taken, and condemned by the EphoH 
to be flrangled, for attempting to revive (oma 
of the laws of Lycurgus, as he came to the halter, 
obferved one of the officers weeping, out of vexa^- 
tion that he was obliged to officiate in fuch a vil- 
l^iinous and deteftable fa£l : whereupon he lays, 
'* Forbear, good Sir, to weep my fate ; for, be- 
** ing put to death thus, contrary to law and e- 
** quity^ I'm happier and better off, than they 
^* that are inftrtimental in fuch an unjuft aftion i" 
and, To faying, thruft his head into the gin. 

What did die Stoic ks teach that was more 
brave or diftnterefted, than this youth aftualljr 
performed ? meafuring all his happinefs by honefty 
alone ; and judging them more unhappy that mur- 
dered him, than he was himfelf in being murdered. 

6i . When he was in prifon, one of the Ephori 
a/k'd him. If he did not repent of what he had 
done? He undauntedly made anfwer, '* That he 
*' never repented of an attempt urged by pru- 
** dence and hotiefty, though hekntw^that* in- 
'^ flead of having a reward, as was due to his 
^^ merit and defign, he had unavoidable death be-* 
" fore him ?" 

Concluding, that virtue was its own reward i 
and fufficient for 4^hatever might be the confer 
quence of an attempit urged by it. 

ALCAMENES, 

62. Alcamenes, the fon of Teocrus, being 
aflc'd. By what means a prince would beft fccure 
his own reign ? anfwer'd, ** By avoiding to make 
" rich." 

This 
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This principle dilFers much from that which 
feems to actuate moft princes now a-days, who 
think that impoverifhing their fubjeds, and en- 
riching themfelves, as much as poffiUe, are the 
means to fecure and eftabii(h their reign* not- 
withftanding equity and juftice are the bafis on 
which a peaceable and lafting government can be 
eftabliihed. 

63. Being afk-d the reafon, why be refufed ta 
accept of the prefents brought him by the MeT- 
fenians ? his anfwer was, <* Becaufe, if I had 
'' taken them, I would not be at peace with the 
« laws." 

Illuftrious foul ! worthy of a kingdom, who 
preferred an obfervant compliance with the autho- 
rity of the laws, to great and certain lucrative 
views and profpe6^s. What fliall they fay, who 
maintain, that the will of the prince bears the 
iandion of a law ; and that he may give laws, 
but can't be reftrained by them ? 

64. Alcamenes, being objcded to for his living 
over frugal and fparing, confidering he was pof- 
fefled of prodigious wealth, faid, ^' That a rich 
'^ man ought to 4ive by rule, and not by appe- 
" tite," 

Signifying, that the pofleffion of riches is per- 
nicious, unlefs they are in the power of a mind 
Superior to them, fo as to be able to moderate 
their ufe, by applying them proportionably to 
wants and tieceffities, and tiot in proportion to 
their plenty. 

ANAXANDRIDAS. 

65. Anaxandridas, the fon of Leon, being 
told by a certain man, that he was grievou^y 
ibock'd to thioj^ he muft needs be banilhed the 

VvoL.L C citf. 
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city, fays, *' *Tis no fuch great matter of grief, 
*^ good Sir, to be banifhed the city j but it furely 
^* muft be a horrid thing to be baniflied juftice." 
He meant, that it was not them who have in- 
nocently and undefervedly been involved in any 
calamity that are defdorable ; but thofe who wil- 
lingly and induftrioufly fwerved from honefiy, even 
if no other calamity was to enfue. 

66. A certain man happened to difcourfe be- 
fore theEphori apon a feafonable topic, but then 
"was more circumftantial, and ufed a greater flow 
of elocution than enough : upon which Anaxan- 

#4dridas told him, '^ Stranger," fays he, *' you treat 

*^ a necellary fubje£l in an unneceiTary manner." 

Meaning, that whatever was juft and needful, 

r4iid not require prolixity or flights of eloquence 

- to recommend it ; becaufe the intrinflc quality of 
fuch a fttbjed neceflarily recommends itfelf. If 

^loquacity can juflly take place any where, it muft 
be to bring oft, or put a good face upon an unjuft 

-cr a dishonourable caufe. 

67. Being afk'd the reafon, why the Spartans 
^couid expofe themfelves to dangers fo undauntedly 

* .as they did ? he oiade anfwer, ** The reafon isi 
-^* that we are wont to be cautious of lofing our 
** lives : but not in horror of loflng them, after 
*** the manner of other nations." 

Meaning, thkt a moderate care of our lives is 

.% fpur to fortitude ; when an immoderate dread 

q{ death deters us from great and nqble actions. 

* ANAXANDER. 

68. Anaxander, the foo of Eurycrates, on his 
being aflc'd, why the Spartans did not colled their 

;j|ioney into a publick treafury ? fays, <^ Left th^ 
*^ ^eafur^rs ibould bexoiTuptedw'' 

• AN- 
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ANTALCIDAS. 

69. Antalcidas, going to enter into holy or* 
ders, was afk'd by the Prieft, What aSion wor* 
thy of renown had he performed during his life i 
he replied, '* If I haVe performed any, the goda 
^ themfelves are acquainted with it." 

How very fooliih is it to imagine, by a com«> 
memoration cf our a£Uons, to recommend our- 
felves to the gods, who, of whatever nature thefe 
adions are, whether private or public, muft be 
beft acquainted with them. For the priefts mzy 
be impofed on. This 'muft be allowed not only 
an inftance of modefty ; but of an exalted notion 
of the Deity. 

70. An Athenian faid to Antalcidas, that th^ 
that were Lacedemonians were an ignorant fort 
of people. " Then are we," replies he, *' the 
*' only people of Greece who have learned no vice 
" of you." 

He perceived that thcfe arts and fciences, upon 
which the Athenians fo much boafted themfelves, 
ferved to introduce idlenefs, pleafure and often- 
tation, more than the good government or difct- 
pline of the republic. 

71. Being in difpute with an Athenian, about 
the valour of the two nations, the Athenian 
bragged, that they had often driven the Spartaim 
from the river Cephidts. ** Yes," faid Antalci* 
das ; ** but we never had an opportiinity to drive 
** you from Eu rotas." 

This fame crrcumftance was an argument of 
the fuperior valour of the Spartans, who frequent* 
]y made incurfions up to Cephifus, a river in the 
heart of Attica : when the Athenians durft never 
venture in fight of Eurotasy a river of Sparta* 

C a 72* A 
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72. A man aflcM him once. What way he 
^ould render himfelf moft agreeable to the world ? 
Antalcidas told him, '^ If you talk moft courte- 
oufly, and afl, moft ufefully." 

Exhorting men to obfervc a courteous and com- 
plaifant manner of fpeech and behaviour in con- 
verfation ; and, in the execution of offices, to fix 
upon the moft ufeful when they have a deilgn to 
<^blige. There is a (et of men in the world, 
who, notwithftanding they perform a fervice with 
a faithful and boneft intention to oblige, yet fpoil 
the compliment, and cancel the obligation, by 
their aukward manner of addrefs and expref- 
£on. There is a certain fet ftill worfe, and that 
is they who are affable and obliging in difcourfe, 
but are, in reality^ noxious and fcurrilous out 
of our fight. They are worft of all, who are 
troublefome and difobliging, both in word and 
deed. 

73* A fophifter, going to read over in public a 
l)ook that he himfelf was author of, wa$ a(k'd by 
Antalcidas, What the argument of that book 
might be? he anfwered. That it was an* enco- 
mium upon Hercules. ** And wTio ever," fays 
Antalcidas, «Mibeird him?'* 

He thought that a very idle and unneceflary 
work, that ferved only for a panegyric upon a 
inan whom all the world admired ; and who, 
befides, wai moft religioufiy worfhipped by the 
Sjpartans* 

74. Seeint^Agcfilaus wounded in an engagement 
with the Thebans, he told him, *' Now your 
**^ majefty is amply rewarded for your difcipline, 
** in teaching thefe to fight, when before they 
¥ neither durft, nor knew how to fight/' 

The 
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The Thebans are thbught to have leam'd the 
art of war from their repeated battles with Age« 
filaus. LycurguF, their ancient legiflator, to pre- 
vent this or the like, in that (yRem of laws cal-^ 
led Rhetrae, which was held as oracles revtaled' 
from heaven, prohibits their provoking one and 
the fame enemy frequently to a war, left, by ha-* 
bit and pra6tice, that enemy (hould be trained up 
to an equal perfection- of military difcipline with 
therafelves. 

75. Being afk'd the reafon, why the Spartan^ 
made ufe of ihort daggers in battle ? he merrily 
and bravely replied, ** That wemay engage thi? 
** enemy more clbfcly. 

ANTIOCHUS. 

76. Antiochus the Ephorus, when he heard that' 
King Philip gave the MeiTenians lands, afk'd, *Hf 
*^ he gay« them courage and flrength, by which 
'^ they might maintain thefe lands, in oppontioif 
*^ to fucb as would lay claim to them." 

A R G E U S. 

77* Argeus, bearings a ; certain company pafs^ 
large encomiu(ns upon other mei^s wives, fays, 
" By Hbavens, nothing, cither rafhly or unneccf- 
" farily, fhould be faid concerning modcft, yirtu- 
^ ous women : but whatever they be, whether 
'' good or bad, ought to be only known to the« 
" hylbands they live with." 

The pr«fervation of their wives and virgin:! 
modefty was fuch an important concern of the 
ancients, that even to be feen by any elfe, befides 
their hufbands and parents, was accounted a ftep' 
towards immodetty. They were.fo cautious and 
circumfpe<Sl of their charaders, that a woman 
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would not pafs for a modeft one, who would ever 
give occafion for even a vague report to her pre- 
judice. It was reckoned requifite, to confum- 
mate the chara^er of a modeft matron, that (he 
fhould live fo reclufe, within doors, as that none 
would^ have it in his power to fpeak either good 
or harm of her. That a matron ihould be prefent 
at a play, or be handed about in the view of 
men, was looked upon as a kind of prolfitution* 
Therefore, whoever admired another man^s wife, 
is prefumed to be acquainted with the perfon he 
fo admired ; which firgle circumftance reflefled 
di (honour upon a woman. What fhould this il« 
Juftrious man imagine concerning thofe matrons, 
uho are never better fatisfied, than when they 
are, without their hufbands, treated and feailed 
abroad by young men ? who think nothing of 
Jaunting about to fairs, or feftivals ? who iead 
a promifcuous public dance, of men and women 
ahernately fet together ? and who, at public balls, 
aflemblies, and mafquerades, expofe the greateft 
part of their bodies naked, to the view of cycry 
one? 

A R I S T O; 

73. When Arifto heard a certain man vehe* 
mently extol the following faying of Cleomeiies, 
who, being afk'd, What was the mofl eflential 
property of a good^King ? replied, * To ferve hi$ 
friends, and hurt his enemies;' he fays, '* But 
** hark ye, friend, How much mpr? excel- 
*< lent is it, to' do good to our friends, and, 
*^ at the fame time, to make friends of our ene- 
•* mies ?" 

This was fir ft fpok^ by Socrates. 

79- Aa 
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79. An Athenian having recited to him a fu^ 
neral oration, wrote in praife of thofe Athenians 
(Iain in battle by the Lacedemonians, Arifto fajSf- 
'^ But, all this time, what is it you think of our 
" Lacedemonians who killed tbefe heroes i** 

The orator, in fadl, magnified the valour of 
the Lacedemonians beyond that of the Atheni-- 
ains, who were only a foil to fet ofF.the Lace- 
demonians to better advantage. Thos Homer 
takes all opportunities to extol the valour of 
Hector, that thereby be might render Achilles the 
more illufirious* 

ARCHIDAMIDAS. 

80. Archidamidas told one who, fpeaking in 
praife of Charillus, faid, That he was equally meek 
and courteous to all without diilinflion, *' And 
'* by what face,'* fays he, " can any man praife 
*' one who is mild and courteous to bad men ?" 

This eminent man thought, that juftice (hould 
accompany mildnefs, otherwife the lenity of a 
prince to wicked men is nought eUe than cri^elty 
to good men* 

8 1. Hearing a man ridicule Hecataeus the 0- 
rator, becaufe that, being applied to, at a feaft 
of his friends, to give them a difcourfe, he re- 
fufed it, Archidamidas faid, '' You fcem to be 
'' ignorant, that a man who knows how to dif- 
'* courfe, knows alfo when to difcourfe." 

Signifying, that in the fenate, or the forum, \n 
addreifing public embaffies, or the like, an orator 
has the opportunity to difplay his talents : but 
that a learned eloquent man is, with greater ap- 
probation, filent at a noify, drunken fea(t. It 
b, in like manner, ho Icfs the property of am 
expert foldier, to know the manner of making a 
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fd^fe retreat, than it is to know the manner of 
charging an enemy. 

ARCHIDAMUS. 

82. Archidamus, the fon of Zeuxidamus, be- . 
ing afk'd, Who were the Governors of the Spar- 
tan ftate ? anfwered, *' The laws, and the legal 
** magiftrates.'* 

He judicioufly concluded, that, in all well in- 
ftituted republics, thefupreme authority ought to 
^V he reftrained by the law ; and that magitirates 
"^ fliould not be fuiFered to attempt any thing arbi- 
trarily, or not warranted by law. 

83. Happening to hear a certain man very 
laviih in praife of a mufician, for his adm'u-able 
faculty of playing at the cittern. '* Hark ye, 

honeft friend," fays he, ** What honour and 
preferment might not a good man expe£l from 
you, were you in capacity, when you fo vehe- 
mently extol a fidler ?*' 

He juflly taxed not only the prepofterous judg- 
ment of the vulgar, but thatalfo of princes, who 
generally put a greater value on a parafite, or a 
buffoon, than they do on a wife, faithful^ and 
ufcful man. 

84. Dionyfius, tyrant of Sicily, fent each of 
the daughters of Archidamus a prefent of a very 
rich and fplendid veftment, which he refufed to 
accept of, faying, *' I'm apprehenfive that my 
^' girls would appear fordid to me in thefe ha- 
** bits." 

He judged no drels 2l greater ornament to a 
virgin lady, than a plain Ample one ; and that 
filk, gems and gold betrayed a wanton and luxu- 
rious mind ; that they were'foUicitations of lewd 
afFe£lions^ rather than charms to attrafl the ho- 
nourable 
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jiourable intentions of the virtuous part of the be-« 
holders. He apprehended alfo, that a virgin 
ought to be one in every fenfe, without ever 
difcovering the leaft fymptom of a corrupted oc 
intoxicated imagination. 

85. Obferying his fon, in an engagement 
with the Athenians, expofe himfelf too wantonly 
and inconflderately to the dangers of the battle, 
be told him, ** Either make," fays he, '* an ad- - 
^'dition to your flrength, or a dedu(^ion from 
" your fpirits." 

ARCHIDAMUS the Second. 

86. Archidamus, the Ton of Agefilaus, having x 
received very proud and haughty letters from 
Philip King of Macedon, after his vi<Sdry at 
Cheronea, wrote back to thiseiFe£t, " If you 
'^ meafure your own (hadow, youMl find it not a 
" whit greater than it was before your viftory." 

Infinuating, that it is no part of a prudent man ^ 
to be blown up for a little fuccefs, when the maa 
is, in reality, nothing the greater for it. 

87. Periander was a very celebrated pfayfician, . 
and in the greateft edeem, when unfuccefsfuUy 
he turned poet: whereupon Archidamus faid» . 
** How comes it about, Periander, that, inftead 
" of an excellent phyfician, you could chufe to • 
" be ftiled a bad poet ?" 

He reflected on the praSices of thofe men who, . 
fiicceeding in honourable profeffions, degenerate 
^rom their character, by an application to others, 
foch as they can't (hine in, for want of proper 
talents. 

88. Hearing himfelf greatly extolled, for mak- - 
aconqucft of the Arcadians in war, he fays, ^' It- 

C 5 <* were- 
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** were better we had conquered them by pru- 
•' dence, than by force.*' 

This excellent General knew', that there was 
no viftory more glorious than that purchafed by 
virtue : bec^ufe by main force we are vanquifhed 
by brute animals. 

89. Having received intelligence, upon his 
marching againft the Arcadians, that the Eleans 
were about to join the enemy, he wrote to them 
in this manner : '* Archidamus to the people of 
" Elis, Peace is defirable." 

This breviloquy was worthy fuch a great cap- 
tain, and more efpecially a Lacedemonian. 

90. In the Peloponnefian war, the allies aflc'd I 
htm. How much money would he necefiary for 
defraying the expencc of the war ? and defired, 
that the feveral quotas exafted of the tributaries 
(hould be fpecified. He made anfwer, ** A war 
*' won't admit of having its charges afcertained." 

Meaning, that fuch as entered upon a war, 
muft^ on every occafion, fupply the feveral exi- 
gences of it, of which there is no certain mea- 
sure, becaufe various emergencies may fall out^be- 
yond expe£lation. 

BIAS. 

91. B'as the Lacedemonian being, by means 
of an ambufli laid for him, furrounded on all 
hands by Iphicrates the Athenian Genera', his 
foldiers afk'd him. What could be done in this 
defperate ftate of afFairs ? •* What elfe," anfwer- 
ed he, *' than that you ferve the Athenians, and 
« that I die fighting ?" 

Such another resolution was that of Gato of 
Utica^ who, while he perfuaded the reft to con- 

4 fult 
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fult their own fafety, by a voluntary death avoided 
iervitude. 

BRASIDAS. 

92. Brafidas, marching out to battle) wrote the 
Ephori to this eiFed : ** Whatever mifconduft 
** fhall happen in this battle, I fliall either con*. 
•* qiier, or die." 

This noble refolution teftified a ibul worthy of 
the greateft hero. The fate of war does not 
<lepend on the conduct of man. 

D A M I N D A S. 

93. Damindas, when King Philip broke 111 
upon Peleponnefus, and fome perfon told him» .. 
that, if Philip was not reconciled to the Lacede- 
monians, they had great mifchief to dread, re- 
plied, « Ye daftards ! what evil need we fear, , 
" who don't fear death i" 

DEMARATUS. 

94. Demaratus was afk'd. What the rcafon *■ 
was, that thofe Spartans who threw away their 
fhields were noted with ignominy, and branded 
with the infamous name of Rhipfafpides, (fhteld- 
i'oppers) when fuch as dropped their helmets - 
were not fubjeS to the like difgrace ? He an- , 
fwered, ** Becaufe the helmets regard their own • 
** fafety in particular : but they wear fhields, as 

" well for the proteftion of the army in common, 
'* as for their own," 

Intimating, that every citizen ought to prefer 
the common welfare to his own particular fafety : 
for under the covert of the fhields the whole 
army were protefted from the weapons of the - 
enemy. This target-fence was made by the fol- 

C 6 diers 
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dicrs holdtflg their fwords together, Oirer their 
heads, and thereby fupporting their fliields difpofed 
into an engine. 

95. Having heard a famous finger difplay his 
art, he pafled no other compliment on him, than 
** that he feem'd to trifle pretty well." 

96. Being afk'd, at an affcmbly, whether it 
was for his folly, or for his want of language, 
that he was fiient ? he replied, << That a fool was 
*' never filent." 

As thore is no more certain argument ^of folly 
than this; fo tbere is no greater mark of prudence, 
than to be fileittj when there is no proper oppor- 
tunity for fpeaking. 

97. Being afk'd. How he came to be expell'd 
Sparta, at the fame time he was King ? *' Ber 
*' caufe," fays he, " the laws there are fuperidr 
•* in power to the King." # 

Signifying, that though a Lacedemonian KiAg 

was prince of the ftate, he was not mafter o^ 

y the laws ; but was no lefs obnoxious to them 

^ than any of the citizens. He approved of thefe 

very inftitutions of his country, by which he was 

expelled. 

98. A certain Perfian, who fled his country, 
was, by the perfuafion of Demaratus, prevailed 
on to return homes but, when the King deter- 
i*iined afterwards to put him to death, Demaratus 
interceded for him, in this manner : *^ 'Twould 
*' be bafe," fays he, '^ in your majefly, that, 
*' when you could not take his life while he was 
'* your enemy, you ihould think of taking it now 
*' that he is your friend.'* 

By this moft witty and ingenious faying, he 
allayed the King's wrath, and fecured his fafety 
whom he pcrfuaded to return home. He advifed 

for 
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for the benefit of both parties ; prevented the one's 
doing ought inconiiftent with the royal clemency, 
and prevented the other's having any occafion to 
repent bis returning home by his perfuaiion. 

EMEREPES. 

99. Emerepes, the Ephorus, cut off two from 
the nine firings of Phrynis the mufician's harp, 
faying, *^ Don't marr the mufic." 

The ancient muficians knew the ufe of no 
more than feven firings ; and thought that an ad- 
dition of any more was but cumbering and adul- 
terating of the art, inflead of rendering it more 
Ample and uniform. So much were the Lace* 
demonians in love with frugality and fimplicity* 

EPiENETUS. 

100. Epaenetus ufed to fay, " That liars were 
*' the authors of all mifchiefs that afFe£t man- 
"kind." 

This fentiment feems to claOi with the writ- 
ings of the Hebrews, mentioning, that the Ser • 
pent's lies opened the pafTage for all manner of 
of vice and wickednefs. Liars are implied under 
the various names of Flatterers, Calumniators, 
falfe Counfellors, perverfe Teachers, who, all 
taken together, are the fountains of moft evils 
that afFeft us here, or hereafter. 

EUDAMIDAS^ 

10 1. Eudamidas, the fon of Archidamus, the 
brother of Agis, hearing Xenocrates (then a very 
old man) difputing with his friends in the aca- 
demy, afk'd. Who that old man was ? Some- 
body made anfwer. That he was a wife man, and 
one diat was in diligent fearch of virtue. Eiida-> 

4 mida*- 
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mMas refumesy <* Well, but when is he to put 
^< this virtue in practice, if he be yet in fearch of 
«it?'' 

It appeared ridiculous to the Lacedemonian, 
that a man fhouid be all his life difputing about 
virtue, as if it wz% a controverted point ; when, 
from his earlieft ftate of manhood, he had the 
tnconteftable didates of honefty imprinted on his 
mind, which he ihould be praftifmg, inftead of 
making idle enquiries after what he has already. 

102. Having at another time heard a philofo- 
pher maintaining, that a wife man alone muft be 
the only good General, he fays, ** The docu- 
•* mcnt is wonderful : but the author wants crc- 
*^ dit, on account his practice (as a General) ne- 
*' ver verified, his dodirine." 

103. Upon being afk'd, How he fiiould be the 
inftrument of diflfuading his countrymen from 
a war upon the Macedonians ? he anfwered, 
*' Becaufc I did not want to belye their cha- 
« rafter." 

Slily jnfinuating, that the Spartans defired a 
war, more out of oflentation than in good ear- 
ned ; and that, if he approved of one, he fliould 
then have expofed the real fentiments of his coun- 
trymen, who, in that cafe, would have de- 
clined a war. He therefore chofe to have it 
thought, that he himfelf was the obftacle to a 
war, referving to his country the reputed glory 
of its bravery and intrepidity, which was always 
upon occafion ready for war. 

104. Hearing an Argive fay, that the Lace- 
demonians were greatly the worfe for their pe- 
regrinritions into foreign countries 5 becaufc they 
had much degenerated from the excellent laws 
dnd inftitutions of their anccftors : ** Yet ftill/* 

fays 
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fays he, ^* when you leave Lacedemon, you {ball 
*' go away better inftead of worfe." 

105. Hearing another very lavifh of his enco- 
miums upon the city of Athens, he fays, *• What 
^' man can praife that city, which nobody ever 
*^yet lik'd, for being made a better man in 
"it?" 

He meant^ that a city was worthy no com- 
mendation, which was fo corrupted and de*- 
bauched ii^ith luxury and vice, that never a per- 
fon who indulged the freedoms of it, but was 
always rendered worfe inftead of better in it^ 
infmuating by the bye a preference in favour of 
Sparta, where whoQj/er lived might ftill have be- 
nefited b^^it. 

106. When Alexander proclaimed by an he- 
rald, at the Olympic games, that all the exiles, 
of whatever country, might return home, except 
the Thebans, Eudamidas faid, ^^ A difmal pro- 
" clamation to every other nation : but a glori- 
** ous one to you, Thebans ! for you alone are 
" the people Alexander dreads.'* 

This ingenious man turned the exclufion of 
the Thebans from the liberty granted other na- 
tiocs, to a compliment of congratulation. 

EURYCRATIDAS. 

107. Eurycratidas, the fon of Anaxandridas, 
being afk'd. Why the Ephori fat in judgment 
every day, to pafs fentence concerning contracts 
and conventions ? replied, ** That we may meet 
" with mutual faith, even among enemies/* 

A breach of treaty with an enemy at war, is 

made to the great hazard of the ftate : but thofe 

treaties are violated by fuch nations as are wont 

to deceive one another at home. 

THEO- 
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THE A RID AS. 

io8. Thearidas, being aik'd, as he grounded 
his fword. If it was not (harp enough? fays, ^* Not 
** fo fharp as flandcr." 

Infinuating, that calumny is of the moft hurt-r 
ful and dangerous confequences. 

THEMISTEUS. 

109.. Themiftcus the fouth-fayer predicted, 
that Leonidas King of Sparta, together with his 
army, would be cut off at Thermopylae': upon 
which Leonidas offer'd to fend him home to La- 
cedaemon, in the chara£i:er of a prophet, but, in. 
reality, with an intent that lie might not perifli 
with the reft. He abfolutely refufed to go, fay- 
ing, " 1 was fent here to fight, not to prophe^ 
** cy." 

Who can fufl&ciently admire the refolution of 
mind in the prophet, who, notwithftanding he 
forefaw their inevitable deftru£tion, yet would 
not avoid it, though he might go home with aa 
honourable difmiflion ? The moderation of Leo- 
nidas was no lefs admirable ; who was fo far firom. 
bieihg incens'd againft the prophet, for his difmal 
predid^ions, as moft princes would have been, that 
be inclined to fave both his life and reputation. 

THEOPOMPUS. 

1 10. Theopompus, being afk'd, How a king 

oaight- reign in greateft fafety ? anfwered, ** By 

\ /* admitting a juft liberty in friendftiip, and nar-^ 

A <* rowly watching that his fubjefts be not in- 

«jur'd." 

It has been the ruin of many princes, that they 
have allowed their friends too great a freedom, 

and 
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md overlooked the injuries of their fubjefis : but 
/faei), a temperament ought to be obferv'd ; fo 
that a prince {bould not alienate the aiFe£Uons of 
bis friends, by a ftern tyrannical referve, any more 
than he (bould fufFer them to abufe the royal fa- 
miliarity. 

111. An amballador from Ells told him, that 
be was fent upon that commiffion, becaufe he 
Was the only man in his country who admir'd the 
Spartan lifq^ Theopompus afk'd, Whether he 
thought his own manner of life better than that 
of the reft of his countrymen ? he replied. That 
he thought his own better. "And how," fays 
Theopompus, " can that ftate be fafe, wherein* 
^^ among fo many inhabitants, there is Only one 
*' good man ?" 

He reprehends the ambaflador, very bitterly, 
who commended the Lacedemonians and himfelf 
at the expence of his own country, from which 
he came ambailador. 

112. When one told him, b^ way of compli- 
ment, that then it went well with Sparta, becaufe 
their kings had learn'd how to govern. ** No ! 
*' rather" replied Theopqmpus, very modeftly, 
** becaufe Sparta had learn'd how to obey." 

Intimating thereby, that popular cities are moft 
injurious to themfelves, by factions, tumults and 
diforders : for, whilft they are fo unhappily di- 
vided, they are not eafUy reftrained, even by the 
bed of magiftrates. 

113. When the Pylians voted fupreme ho- 
nours to be paid him, he wrote back to them in 
this manner : *' Time itfelf will encreafe and cor- 
^* robborate moderate and reafonable honours ; 
*^ but will utterly efface and abolifli extravagant 
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What could be more noble than this fenti- 
ment ? He rejeded the offer of what other 
princes, either fooliflily and fondly, would catch 
at, or arrogantly affiime : at the dime time, he 
gives an inftance of his nsodefty ; he bravely ad- 
monifheth his friends, that there was a meafure 
to be obferved in every thing ; and, befides, very 
acutely intimates, that thofe things which too 
luddenly and undigeftedly foar aloft to too enor- 
mous a height, like the gourd or the bete, fdbn 
wither and fade away ; but that things that flow- 
ly and gradually encreafe towards maturity, will 
be durable, like the oak Or box. 

I If. On his being twitted by his wife, that ' 
the crown of Sparta would devolve on his fon, 
in a meaner condition, and of lefs figure and con- 
fequence, than it was tranfmitted to him, he fays, 
** It is fiill hitherto greater in thefe refpefb, on 
V account it is more durable*'' 

T E C T A M E N E S. 

11$. Tedamenes, being capitally condemned 
by the Epbori, walked oiFfmiling from the bar: 
upon which^onc <rf thofe prefent fays. Do you in 
this manner defpife the laws of Lycnrgus ? ** By 
•* no means," replies he, *' I but rejoice, that 
*' this fine of mine is paid, without either ufury 
*< or borrowing.*' 

Cicero, having inferted this apophthegm in bis 
Tufculan queftions, with that elegance peculiar 
to Kimfelf, breaks out into this exclamation, 
great man! worthy of Sparta, it feems evident to 
me, that fuch an illuftrious foul muft have fuf* 
fer'd innocently. 

^ CAL- 
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CALLICRATIDES. 

11 6. As CaUicratides Adnural of the fleets 
offered facrificcs, before the toffngemtnt at Ar^ 
g'mufx, a fouthfayer, upon confiikiog the alhes, 
declared, that they portended the vi^ory in fa* 
vour of the fleet, but with the lofs of the com-^ 
mander. He, not in the leaft daunted at this, 
fays, *^ The fate of Sparta is not dependent up« 
^* on one man. My country will be little the 
'^ worfe for my death : but my fubmiiting to the 
^' enemy would greatly endanger it" 

Then, having appointed Qeander to fiicceed 
him, be died fighting. 

CLEARCHUS. 

117. Clearchus ufed to inculcate frequently 
the following maxim upon his foldiers, ** That 
*' the General was moris to be dreaded than the 
•* enemy." 

This leflbn threatened the foldier, in cafe of 
mifbebaviour in battle, with immediate death. 
It is more honourable to lofe our life for our 
country, to whom we owe it, than to forfeit it 
with the difgrace of an infamous punilhoient. 
This maxim won't readily go down with modern 
warriors ; but eaiUy took with thofe wfaofe mo- 
thers were wont to pray, < That their fons Oiould 
either return home vidors in their arms, or elfe 
be carried jiome dead upon dieir arms/ 

CLEOMBROTUS. 

1 1 8. Cleombrotus, the fon of Paufanias, as a 
certain ftranger maintained a controverfy with 
bis father alx)ut their virtues^ fays^ ** oir, my 

"fethe 
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'* father is ftill more valuable than thou art, d 
'* once thou art called Father." 

He gently rebuk'd the ftranger, in contendin 
for a fuperior excellency with one, who, by tk 
very appellation, was preferable, in regard hi 
gave a Ton to his country, which the other ban 
not done. 

CLEOMENES. 

119. Cleomenes, the fon of Anaxandridas, nfei 
to fay, ** That Homer was the poet of the frc 
'^ born Lacedemonians, and Hefiod the poet Oi 
** the Helotes ;" becaufe the one taught the ar 
of w^, and the other that of agriculture. 

The Lacedemonians were train'd up to war 
alone, and committed their more humble arts and 
handicrafts to their flaves the Helotes. 

1 20. Having agreed upon a fufpenfion of arms, 
for feven days, with the Argives, whom, on the 
third night, when he found afleep, he attacked 
then), killing fome, and taking the refl^ prifon- 
ers. When afterwards he was reproached for his 
condud, and told, that he had violated the fan- 
Sion of his oath, he replied, ^^ That he had 
'* made but a truce for feven day* with the ene- 
^ my, which did not include the nights." 

Tho' any means whatever of harming a public 
enemy might be vindicated, and be found more 
than juftifiable brfore God and man ; yet the con- 
clufion of this prince's life^ tho' there is nothing 
worthy of imitation in this apophthegm, aflFords 
an ufeful example, how much the confequence 
of perjury is to be feared. For the iiTue did not 
feem to juftify this evafive and equivocating re' 
ferve. He was difappointed even in that city, oH' 
wbofe account he had broke the public faith, in- 

fomucb 
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much, that the verf women, by arms and other 
iplements they had taken out of the temples of 
le gods, who, it would feem, aflbciated with 
lem , to wreck their vengeance on fuch aperfidious 
ontemner oF divine and human juftice^ vented 
mr fury upon him. At length, turning diftrad- 
d, he ran upon his own fword, (tabbing and 
Dangling his body all over, fo that, with his mouth 
ipen, in a grinning manner, he died adifmal fpec- 
acie. 

121. The orators of the Samians were fent am- 
ofiadors toCleomenes, in order to perfuade him to 
I war againft the tyrant Polycrates* Having de- 
rlared themfelves in a tedious formal oration, they 
iemanded very peremptorily a categorical anfwer 
to their declaration. Upon which the King an* 
fwcred, *' The firft part of your fpeech I don't 
^^ remember, for which reafon I don't under- 
^' ftand the middle part i and fo don't approve of 
" the latter." 

Indicating, that a long oration is not only tire- 
fome to the auditor, but the moft unfuccefsful and 
unlikely to perfuade ; and muft be very hateful to 
the ear of a prince efpecialiy, who is fo bufied 
and taken up with other cares and fubje£ls of co- 
gitation. 

J 22. Having for a long time linger'd un- 
der difeafes, he was, contrary to his fornier 
habit, [turn'd very much bigotted to wizards and 
expiators ; at which fome perfon wondering, 
aflc'd him the reafon of fuch a change ? ** 'Tis," 
replies he, t^beicaufe I'm not the fame man now 
" that I was fome time before;, and, confequent- 
^' ly, as Tm not the fame maj^^ I don't approve 

** of the fame things.'* . 

He 
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He very fmautly eluded the imputation of 11 i 
conftancy: yet we find, by expet'ience, thattti 
inclinations of a man in his youth and in old agi 
are very different. 

123. A fophiftf r aik'd Cleomenes, for laughiD}! 
to hear him praife up fortitude, How he, being li 
King, could laugh at an oration in praife ol 
valour ? •' My friend," replies he, •* were 1 1< 
*< hear a fwallow prattling upon valour, I would 
** have laughed in the fame manner : but, if 1 
^* heard an eagle difeourfe upon that topick, it 
*^ would have engrofled my deepeft attention." 

It is very ridiculous to hear a man talk away 
of mighty e>(ploit9, or ufe big and magnific ex- 
preffions, who himfelf never atchieved any a£i of 
fortitude ; or who, by all appearance, (eems ut- 
terly incapable of ever doing. 

124. A certain perfon reproached CleomeneS) 
in being too much addicted to pleafure : virhere- 
upon he told, him, *• That was lefs vicious than 
** being unjuft : for," fays he, '* notwithftand- 
" ing that thou art already poflefs'd of more than 
<* is fufficient, thou ftickeft at no opportunity, 
•* whether right or wrong, to accumulate more 
** money." 

He retorted the reproach abundantly : for no 
man can be tenacious of juftice, who is immo- 
derately given to aggregate wealth, when he is 
already poflefs'd of more than enough. We may 
add, That it is very imprudent for a man to re- 
proach another for a vice, when one of a more 
heinous nature can be retorted on himfelf. 

125. Maeander, the tyrant of Samos, having 
fled to Sparta, for fear of an invaiion threatened 
by the Perfians, (bowed the vaft treafurc he car- 
ried along with him« and the confiderable ihare 

of 
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it he defign'd as aprefent to C3cQiiieiies. But 
t^ refufing to accept of any of it fiir bimfdf, 

as afraid, left it might be the means ofcomipc- 
ig other citizens : wherefore he went dicc£Uy to 
be Ephori, and obtaining an order fxom tbem for 
iilxaader inftantly to depart Pdoponnefusr iaid, 
^That he dreaded Maeander ihould introduce 
^ debauchery, and a love for money into the 
* country/' 

What a contempt for money was here ! he 
dreaded its creeping into the ftate as much as he 
would have done the moft immediate and mortal 
peftilence ; tho' moft other nations rate their hap* 
pineis in proportion to the quantities of it that 
they amafs together. 

. ia6. Being aik'd. Why the Lacedemonians did 
not utterly extirpate the Argives^ when they had 
fuch frequent opportunity of doing it, having 
routed them fo oft in battle ? he anfwer'd, 
^^ That we may have them to exercife our youth 
" upon." 

127. Being afk'd the reafon that the Spartans 
did not dedicate to the gods the fpotls they had 
taken from the enemy in the field i he replied, 
" Becaufe they were taken from cowards." 

He judged it not fit to devote to the gods the 
fpoils taken from the timorous and cowardly : 
nor did he think it proper to have them expofod 
I to the view of the youth. 

CLEOMENES the fonof Cleombrotus. 

128. A certain perfoh, having brought Qeo^ 
[inenes, the Ton ofCleombrotus, a prefent of fome 

game cocks, to fet the greater value upon his 
ft, told him, that they would die upon the fpot 
fore they &ould yield the vifiory. " Pray let 

*• me 
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•* me have thei^" fays he, " fome of the faro 
** breed that kill thefe, for they (ball be bettei 
« cocks." 

A military man plays the pedant in his way, 
infomuch that he turns every circumftance of d\i 
courfe to battling. Whoever extols the van 
quifli'd, celebrates in proportion the praifes of the 
viStor. 

LEONTYCHIDAS thcFirft. 

1 29. Leontychidas, the firft of that name, told 
one, who obje&ed to the changeablenefs of his 
-temper, ^' I change in conformity to the times: 
'< but thou changeft, by virtue of a proper dif 
«« eafe." 

'Tis prudent to alter our meailtres as circum- 
ftances require : but to cliange; without being 
able to affign a reafon« argues inconftancy. 

130. Being afk'd. What precautions a man 
Ihould ufe, to fecure his prefent pofleifions ? he 
anfwer'd, ^^ Don't let him truft all in the power 
*' of fortune/* 

The ftore of the mind is beyond the difpofal 
of fortune : and we may render even our external 
poiTeffions more fecure, by difpofing of a moiety 
apart from the reach of that inconftant deity. 

131.. Being a&'d. Why the Spartans drank fo 
•very fparingly? he made anfwer, " That, inftead 
*^ of others adviftng us, we may be able rather 
** to advife others." 

Intimating, that fobriety is die parent of all 
falutary defigns. 

LEONTYCHIDAS the Second. 
132. Leontychidas, the fon of Arifto, being 
itoU, that Demaratus's friends fpoke ill of himt 

faysi 
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bysj ^^ I don't in the leaft wonder at thaY» when 
^^ there is none of them can fpeak well of any 
*' body/' 

That hJh of detradion is not to be minded^ 
iidiich proceeds rather from a difteroper'd than a 
judicious mind : for thofe who indifcriminately 
fiander every one, do it plainly thro' a vitiation 
•f their own naturesj^ not of thofe whom they 

traduce. 

133. The augurs, hearing that a huge fer- 
pent had twtfted itfelf round the key of that gate 
of the city next his houTe, affirm'd it to be a very 
emioous circumftance. Leontychidas merrily told 
them, ** To me it feems no way ominous: but 
^' indeed, if the key had twifted itfelf round the 
^^ ferpent, I would have look'd upon k as a very 
** ominous portent." 

He finartlf ridicuVd the fuperftition of fuch, 
^ are alarmM and terrified at things merely 
ifortuitous, or not beyond the common cotitfe of 
nature. Augurs, wizards, fouthfayers, and di- 
viners are the only inftniments that have firft 
i>red, and always fiipported this diftemper of the 
human difpofition : but an honeft upright man 
i)as npthing to fear> though, on the contrary, the 
wicked and difipgenuous have reafon to live in 
^aily terrors and apprehenfions of tho portents of 
ruin and calamity. 

134. One Philip, who was profefTor of the 
m)=fteries of Orpheus, and uied to initiate others 
in them, coming at laft to extreme poverty, hap- 
pened to fay, in the hearing of Leon^chidas, 
That all that ever he entered into that holy order 
^ould, after death, be confummacely happy. 
'' Art not thou a madman then," repfies Leon- 
tychidas, *' when thou don* linftanily rfi^pa^ch 

VoL,I.. D •^thyfclf 
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-^^ thyfdfy that thou may'ft ceafe to deplore thyj 
** conftant.mifery and want?'' 

O happy mind ! ftranger to the flavifh igno- 
rance of fuperftitioni. They (hall all be happy 
thereafter, who live ptouflv and juftly here ; and 
not aoy» on account of toeir being initiated into 
idle and fidittous riics and ceremonies^ "Who live 
otberwife. The Spartans believed^ that thofe 
>vho lived pioufly here, fhould, after death, be 
incorporsUed amongft the gods. 

LEON. 

135. Leon, the foo. of Eurycratidas, bein; 
aflc'd. In what town a man might Hte with 
great eft fafety ? £i]ra, ^^ In that, in which the 
^^ inhabitants are neither too rich, nor too poor; 
^< and where juftice preyaiFs, and injuftice lofes 
** ground.'* 

TW faying implies, that equality is the pro- 
moter of peace and tranquillity, and inequality 
the fprings of flrife and fedition : for juftice can 
, never have footing, where, with impunity, eve- 
ry one, in proportion as he is more power Ail, op 
preiles the weaker with the greater freedom of 
outrage. 

LEONID AS. 

13^6. Leon Idas, the fon of Anaxandridas, and 
^he brother of Cleomencs, was told, by a com- 
mon citizen, that, otherwife than his being King^ 
:bc was nothing better than any of them. «* If I 
^ had not been better than any of you," faid Le* 
onidas, '^ I had not been King.'' 

By this modeft reply, he b^ed the indigni- 
ty, arid defended his own preheminence : for, 
where a King is not bora one, but eleApd by the 

4 fufirages 
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fufFra^es of tke people, he is, by virtue of thbfc 
very mSrages, decmM fuperior to aivy of the «ft, 
becaufe he is preferred to the crown. 

137. Before he (et out for Thermopylae, to 
light the Perfians, his wife Gorgo aik*d him. 
What commands he laid upon her ? he made 
anfwer, ^^ That you marry well, and bear good 
« children." 

This fentiment teftiiied that he prefaged his 
owa death : yet that preiage did not deter blm 
from the expedition, efteefiiing it the greateft 
^My to fall in the caufe of his country. 

138. The Ephori told him, as he was going 
to march, that thefe troops were too few to bring 
to Thermopylae. *' We are too many,'* faid hc» 
*' upon this expedition." 

139. Again the Ephori aflcM him, If he deter* 
jnined on any other enterprize befides ? " No- 
" thing further,'' anfwer'd he, ** than to dif- 
^* pute their paflfage with the Barbarians, but in 
^' reality to die in the caufe of Greece.'* 

Glorious fpecimen of an intrepid foul ! that 
braved even certain death, in an honourable, pious 
and juft caufe. 

140. When he came to Thermopylae, he ad- 
drc£'d his men thus : ** We hear, my fellow fol- 
^* diers,** faid he, ** that the enemy is at hand, 

** and we wafte away the time Now are we 

^ come to the Barbarians, whom we muft van- 
** quifli, or vanquifli'd die." 

141. One of the foldiers, coming to him in a 
great hafte, faid^ That the enemy had fuch vol- 
liesDf arrows, as (hould hide the fun. «< That 
" happens out very well,*^ faid Leonldas; •* for, 
" it Inking hot weather, v^e fluH fight in the 

'' Aade." 
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What more nobly brave than this man ! that 
could with fuch coolnefs and unconcern meet 
death in the face) and, by fuch feafonable good 
humour, animate his foldiers ! 

142. Another of the foldiers coming to himt 
ftill in a greater hafte, fays. Captain, th« ene- 
my arc very near us. '• And we are very near 
^^ them too,** faid Leonidas. 

Meaning, that they were no leis formidable to 
the. enemV) than the enemy were to them. 

.143. When a certain perfon faid to him. Do 
you rezdly come here, with fuch a handfiil of 
men, to try the fortune of war againft fuch a 
rmiJtiiude of the enemy ? Leonidas replied, ** If 
^' you imagine that I came depending on the 
*' multitude of my forces, I tell you, that all 
*' Greece would not be a match for them in that 
*^ rcfCpeft, as they are all but a handful to the Bar- 
^^ barians : but, if you think, that I came, de- 
*^ pending on our valour, this number will fuf- 
*« -fice." 

1 44, Xerxes wrote to Leonidas, if you defill 
{BiofA^XJ^Tv) i. e. to war againft the gods, and join my 
forces, you have it in your power to be monarch 
of all Greece. He returned anfwer, " If you 

knew the pleafures of an honeft life, you would 
have delifted from invading the rights and pro^ 
perties of other men : but, for my part, I chufe 
rather to die in defence of my country, than 

** to be fole monarch of all Greece." 

What fcheme fo impious or unjuft, but the 

jnoft part of mankind would come into upon fuck 

an offer ? 

145. Again Xerxes wrote him thus, Deliver 
iip your arms. He wrote back agtin, " Come 
•* and take them." 

He 
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lie cbofe to die in his arms, rather than, by 
giving them up, to capitulate fhamefully with aa 
enemy for Iiis life. 

146. As he advanced to the engagement, hh 
Captains advifed him to wait for the reft of his 
auxiliaries. ** What,*Mays he, ** Are not all 
" prefent that fliall fight ? don't you know that 
*^ they fhall only fight the enemy who are afraid 
« of Kings?'' 

He did not think' that thofe were to be cxpc<5l- 
cd, who were not prefent at the time prefcrib'd 
by their commanders ; nor did he believe the reft 
would fight, even were they prefent. 

147. He aJmonifh'd hi& fmall army thus: 
'^ Dine, my fellow (bldiers, as thofe that are to 
" (up with the Ihades below." 

This fpecch muft have quite difpirited the 
cowardly, and animated the brave. Advifmg 
them,, not to- overload their ftomachs. with meat 
and drink, juil before the battle, that, at Icait, 
they might die bravely for their country. 

148. Being afk'd.the reafon. Why (o many 
gallant men fiiould prefer a glorious death to an 
ignominious life J he made anfwer, ** Becaufc 
" they efteem one as the fpecial benefit of na- 
" turey and the other as their own peculiar pro- 
*' vince." 

By the benefit of nature, the mofl cowardly 
and unaSive are entitled to the privilege of life :• 
but 'tis the property of the brave and generous to 
die honourably. 

149. Being much averfe to expofe the young 
batchelors to the danger of the battle, he thought 
of every mean in his power to obviate it, and to 
provide for their fafety. But, being perfwaded' 
that they would not hear any propoial to that cf- 

D 5 fea^ 
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fe£l, he delivered each of them a fcytale, or fiaff 
on which the Lacedemonians wrote their fecret 
letters, and with thefe difpatch'd th^m home to 
the Ephori. Of thefe young men three were but 
juft efpoufed to ladies of quality ; themi he was 
vafily concerned about, and exceedingly felicitous 
to preferve, and, by the like pretext, commanded 
them to poft home : but they, fmetting the defigO) 
abfolutety refufed accepting the fcytales ^ and one 
of them, excufmg himfelf, fpoke in this manner : 
" Captain, I did not follow you to perform the 
•* office of an exprefs, but that of a foldier." The 
other faid, ** I Iball do better flaying here.'* And 
the third iays, " I fliall not be laft, but the \ciy 
*< firft that (hall rufli in to the battle/' 

It may be thought worth enquiry, which of the 
two is the more admirable ? the fpirit of this moil; 
inuftrious hero, who, without the leaft concern 
or anxiety of himfelf, was fo folicitous* to provide 
for the fafety of the youths ? or their contempt 
of death in the very prime of life, when they 
might referve themfelves for further fervice to 
their country? 

LEOCHADUS, 

156. Leochadus, the fon of Polyaenidas, bet 
xng informed, that one of his fons was killed, 
gravely faid, " I knew before that my fon was 
** mortal.*' 

The wife man was no way furprifed to hear, 
that a mortal w^s dead : nor did he tliink it a 
matter of great concern, whether one dies fooner 
or hter, that puft die^ at beft^ in but a fliort 
time^ 

LYCUR- 
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L Y C U R G U S. 

15 1. Lycargus, the lawgiver of Sparta» when 
be ftrft attempted to reform bis countty, in re- 
claiming it from the prefent manners and inftitu- 
tion, to a more temperate courfe of life, infpiring 
it with an emulation to the ftudy of virtue and- 
glory, being before much effeminated by luxury' 
and arrogance, he gets twt» whelps of the fame 
litter, one of which he allow'd to lumfelf to take 
his own courfe, and had him fed at home with 
plenty of choice and rich meats ; the other, he 
train'd up, with care and application, in the ex- 
ercife of hunting. As the Lacedemonians were 
in a full aiTcmbly, he order'd the forum to be fet 
thick with thorn and bramble buihes ; and then 
getting a live hare, and calling for a di(h of foup« 
which he laid down at the fame time, let the hare 
ftart before the dogs, which being fet loofe, one» 
according to cuftom, fcours away after the hare, 
while the other runs to the platter of foup. 
Upon which Lycurgus fays, " Dort't you fee, 
•* my countrymen, that thefe two whelps^ tho' 
•' of the feme beerd, yet, for their diverfity of 
^' inftitutioOy have no msmner of likenefs on« of 
*^ another : fo that exercife and pradice arc 
^^ more productive of gallant exploits than na- 
*' ture* What (hall our illuftrious extradlion, 
'* with which the greateft part^ of mankind are 
*< dazzled) avail us ? the deriving our pedigree 
^^ from Hercules profit us ? unlefs we imitate his 
" afiions, by which he rendered himfelf the mofl 
^^ celebrated and renowned of mortals." 

This ingenious prince found out more effe£taal 
means to perfwade the multitude^ by placing this 
image of virtue before their eyes, tbaii by w the 
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philofophica} xeafonings in the world. Children 
have naturally the faculty of rcafon ; but it is ex- 
perience that brings us by degrees to the proof 
and pradlice of it. Natare is indeed a power- 
ful ingredient of the human compofition ; but in- 
ftrudlion is more fo, which corre<3s and even recti- 
fies a depraved nature. 

152. When he confiderM, that reducing the 
Spartans to an equality, would contribute much 
to maintain a good underftanding, and introduce 
frugality among them, he made a new partition 
of the lands, giving every citizen an equal divi- 
dend. Afterwards returning home from his tra- 
vels in foreign countries, he took a tour through 
thcfe lands, being then newly reapM, and obferv- 
ing every perfon's corn orderly plac'd, and the 
(hocks and {heaves of equal bignefs, he was won- 
derfully tranfported with the fight, and fmiling 
^id to thofe in company, ** That Lacedemonia 
'^ looked like the lands of fo many brethren who 
•* had lately divided their inheritance." 

Nothing is more plcafing to a good prince, 
tlian concord and harmony among his fubjexfls : 
nor any thing more terrible to a tyfant. 

153. Not contented with this, he refolved to 
make a divifion of their moveables too, that there 
might be no odious diftin£lion or inequality a- 
liiongft them : but finding that it would be danger- 
ous to go about it openly, he bethought himfelf of 
this flrata'gcm : He commanded all filver and gold 
coin to be cried down, and that only a fort of 
money made of iron Ihould be current, where- 
of a great quantity was but very little worth. By 
this ftratagem, it is fcarcely to be imagihed how 
many execrable vices were banifh'd Lacedemon. 
Who wouU K)b bcb a fcurvy fort of coin ? who 

would 
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woidd unjuftly detain it ? who would cheat znJt 
ciitumvent ? be brib'ch, or turn 'knight of tho 
poft^ to compafs it ?' when it was not* eaTy to be 
bid after a man had it» nor brought' a man any 
credit in the world by the poileffion of k. Thus* 
was foreign trafEck utterly cut oiF;* for neither 
cotild the Lacedemonians buy any mercbandife of 
Grangers, nor did any merchant thrnk it worth 
his while to bring in goods to any port of La- 
conia. 

1 54. In the next place, he bani(h'd all* arts that 
were not abfolutely neceffary : but he might have 
fpared his^ prodamation 5 for they of thcmfelves 
would ceafe, after the gold and fllver were gone. 
Thus he expung'd all that was needlefs and fu- 
perfluous out' of the ftate f fo that they were not 
pefter'd with pedantic rhetoricians, fortune-tellers^ 
pimps and perfumers. This totally fupprefs'd lu^ 
xury and arrogance, the vices of the rich ; and- 
en\^y and knavery, the ufual faults of the poor. 

155. Lycurgus was treated in the fame man* 
ner as mofl* others- who, as it were, declare warr» 
with the corrupt manners and pra£lices of the- 
people. Fortherich^ exafperated at thefe new 
inftitutions) let upon him, and from ill words 
came to blows ; fo that^.at length, he was forced^ 
to run out of the aflemWy, bemg like to be fton* J 
to death. B^ good chance be got* before air 
the reft, except one Alcarider, who, pi*rfuing 
more eagerly, came up to him, ftrucfchim, as 
he loofd behind, with a ftafF, and beat out hJ5* 
eye. When afterwards, by a'public?k decree, ho" 
had Alcander deliver'd up to himy to-be punifli'd^* 
as he thought fit, this incomparable philofopher' 
was fo far from accuiing him, or putting hrra to» 
Sfty oiaancr of trouble, that he took- hiin-'bome^ 

D s to- 
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to hh hoofcy Where, having aa apfKtrtunHy of 
obferving bis extraordinary Tobriety, befides the 
natural goodnefs and mildoela of his tempe r, he 
was ib ravifb'd wkh admiration of chefc: excdlent 
qualities, that, of an enemy, he bee^axie *one of 
bis zealous admirers, and told bia friends sind re- 
lations, that Lycurgus was not that morofe and 
ill-natur'd man whom they formerly took htm 
for ; but of the fweeteft and moft gentleman-like 
difpofition in the world. 

156. Being alk'd. For what reafiwi he did not 
tife written laws? hefard, *^ That the learned 
^^ and well educated may approve of what alte- 
** rations vnXij from the circumilance of die time, 
^* be afterwanls thought expedient/' 

*Tk fufficient that a iridon be well taught ' 
they ihatl foon of themfi^lves fee what (baQ be 
needful for the time. 

157. Being againj^^d, Why it (honld be en- 
a<Sled by the RhetrcieVTfaat the ceilings of their 
boufes might be po^fh'd only by the ax, and their 
gates and doors fmooth'd only b} the faw ? he 
anftvered, *< That fuch ilI*favour'd coarfe boufes 

may never be fuitable for receiving luxury and 
fuperfluity > that they may obferve a medbcri- 
ty in every thing tl»ey bring in at^ the door> 
that fo they may have none of thofe things 
<^ which other nations hoM ia fo great admira- 
** tion/' 

A .man muft have a more than ordinary (hare 
of folly, that would furnifh rMch rooms with fo- 
reign and valuable goods ; and pretend to pomp 
and magnificence in a houfe that was too^iarrow 
for the neceflities of life- 

J 58. Being afk'd. Why he order'd the maidens 
to ufe fuch exereifes as running, wreflling, pitch- 
ing 
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ing the bar, and throwing the javelin ? be re* 
jrfied, •« To the end that the fruit they conceive 
*^ may take deep root, grow ftrong^ and fpread 
^' kfelf in ftout and healthy bodies ; and withal 
*' that they may be more able to undergo the 
*< patns^ of child-bearkig ; and laftly, if neccifitf 
** ihouU require, that they light in defence of 
** their children and country." 

This extraordinary man knew what deftru£)ion ' 
idlenefs and floth brought upon a country/^ that 
moderate exercife invigorates the body, and ren- 
ders it healthy : for which reafons, he would not 
permit even the virgins to live free from manly 
habits, which in a manner was converting them- 
into males, while, in mod countries now, the 
males, i^ idlene& and luxury, are transformed ^ 
into females. 

159. Some people having objeAed to, and en* 
quired the reafon of exhibiting the young women; 
naked, and expofed to public view, at their fo* 
lemn feafls and facrrfices, he replied, "The r^a- 
*' fon is, that, being trained up to mafculinc 
'^ pra£^ices, they may be nothing inferior to the 
" men, either in ftrengtb, health, bravery, or 
^^ love of glory ; and that they may flight and ' 
*' dcfpifeftlfe and vulgar* praife.** 

This manner of proceeding I would not any 
more recommend to the males than to the females u 
only *tis ufeful thus far, that it conduces to throw 
off that ftupid (hame which we are frequently pre- 
poflifs'd with in our early years, and becomes af- 
terwards a bar to noble and worthy acEtions. For - 
they were taught to blu(h only at what was real 
turpitude: whereas you may find a great many 
Women who would be vchemeiitly afliam'd to bo 
caught nakeO, that yet would never blullr at the- 
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repetition or commiffion of Ihameful ijpeeches, or 
dl(bone(l deeds. There are befides feveral, whofs 
cheeks would be covered with blufhea, upon their 
being furprifed in^at finiple drefs or dilhabille, and| 
ctk the contrary, would efteem it their only glory 
2nd happinefs to flaunt out in. public in a (plendid 
drefe, wko, at the fame time,, are negle^fui of 
thofc things which are truly decent, and can on- 
ly be attended widi real.honour and praife« From 
hence came that, fenfe of. honour, that nobIene(8 
of fpirit, the which we have an infiance -cf in 
Gorge the wife of L«onidas, who being told,, ia 
difcourfe with Tome foreign ladies, that thofe of 
Lacedemon were the only women in the world 
that had. an umpire over the men, (he brifkly 
replied, * That there.wasgood reafon for it, be- 
^ caufe they were the only women who brought 

• forth men/ 

1 60^ Befides this,^that he miglit promote mar- 
riage more effedually, thofe who continued bat- 
chelors were made infamous by law ;.- for they 
were excluded &om the fight of the public pro- 
ceflions,^ in which the young men and maidens 
danc'd naked : nay, the officers compell'd them 
to dance Found the market-place,, in; tlie very 
dcp h of winter, finging fongs to their own dif- 
grace, ^ that they juTily fufFer'd the punifhment, 

* for difobeying the laws.' Moreover, they 
were denied that refpcdi and deference which the 
younger were obliged to pay to their elders : and 
tlierefore no man found fault with what was faid I 
to DyrceliklaSy a great Captain, and^one who had 
commanded armies, who, as he came to the place j 
of afTembly, a young man, inftead of rifing and I 
nji'cing room for him, told him, * Sir, you muft 

^ not expedl tliat honour from me, being young, 

* which ! 
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^ whkh cannot be retum'd me by a cbtU of 
* your'sy when I'm old.* 

16 1 . A certain man aik'd Lycorgus^ wby he 
had enaftedy that no poition fhould be giren 
with tbeb young women in marriage? ^^ Ttrat^'* 
fays he^ >^ none may be lejeded Am* want of for^ 
^^ tane,. or that none be married on account of 
'^ it I but that every young man, witb^an eye to 
^^ the morab of his giri^ may accordingly fisi his 
« choice." 

It was for the fame reafbn, that he forbid the 
uTe of paints, and other ornaments, by which the 
women recommended themfelves, under a falfe 
g]ofs of beaui^. Nothing, but that fweet con- 
ftraint, and unfopbifticated di£bites of nature, that 
myfterious fympathy of minds, which alone can 
make men happy in a married ftate^ (hould ftt9 
up or allure the youth to matrimony.. 

i62i Having prefcribM a certain period of life^ 
m which young men and women were allow'd ta 
marry, he was interrogated about the intent of 
that ftatute ?; He made anftver, **^'That the ofE* 
'^ fpring* of parents, in an adult and perfedt age^^ 
** may be robuft and heal thy J' 

From too early coition the bodies of parents 
are jiot only tbemfelves debilitated, but the in- 
firmity if tranfmitted to the offspring : befides^ 
thofe, who too young beget children,, want that 
authority which accompanies^ age. On the other 
hand, thofe^ who, in the decline of* life, beget 
children, neither enjoy them, nor- live to give 
(hem a regular and perfe^ inftitution. 

163, Being a/k'd. Why he prohibited the 
kifband and vwfe to fleep together, infomuch' 
that each was to fpend the grtatefl part of the 
day with thofe of their own fex,. and. to fleep^ 

with 
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wtch tbeoti at night, fo that they fliould never 
come together but by ftealth, and with the 
greateft circiMB%e£Uon, far fear of being <fi(co- 
veied ; for they wodd be fo nuicb afluMned of 
cohabitbg together, that men frequently bad 
children by &ir wives, before they faw their 
faces by day-light ? he anfwered, *' Firft, that 
^^ they may be able and vigorous, by not enjoy- 
** ing one another to exccfs; then, that their 
** mutual affefiion may continue frefb and en- 
** Ihrening, by abftinent continency : and finally, 
<* that they may produce more healthy and flouter 
•« children," 

f Their interviews, being thus dii&cult and rare, 
ferved not only for continual exerciies of their 
temperance, but furthered very much the end and 
intcntiana oJF marriage : befides, thofe fliort ah- 
fences kept their paiBions Aill alive, which flags 
and decays, and at laft dies, by too eafy accefe 
and continuance of the beloved objeA. This 
was truly aAing the father of his country, in 
watching every circumftance and opportunity to 
advance the public utility, and in confulting, as 
much as in him lay, the advantage of both mind 
and body. But moft fupreme magiftrates of our 
day, if they can fleece their fubge<Ss, by tributes 
and taxes, to fupport their own illegal and enor- 
mous excefles, now and then punifhing very fla- 
grant crime*", look upon tfaemfelves as lawful msL* ' 
giftrates, when, in reality, they do no more than 
exhibit examples and incitements of vice to the 
eople. 

Pi 64. It is certain, that, fo long as thefe or- 
dinances continued in force, the women there 
were fo far from that fcandalous liberty, which baih 
fince been obje^cd to them, that they knew not 

what 
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ifvbat the name erf adolterjr meant ; a praof of tbti 

i¥e ha(ve in Geradaa» a very anckait Spitan, who» 

being a(k'd by a ftranger. What puiflimtnt 

their hnr had appointed for adalterers t aiifwered^ 

*^ There are no adukercrs in our cbimtry/' t^u 

replied the ftranger^ fuppofe diere were otic^ and 

the crime provol againfthim^ bow would you 

punilh him ? He anfwer'd, *^ The offender muft 

'^ give the plaintiff a bull, with a neck to long^ 

*' as that he might drink out of the river Euvo* 

*^ tas, that runs at the foot of Taygetus, over the 

<« top of the mountain." The man, being fur- 

prifed at this, fayS) Why, 'tis impoffible to find 

fuch a bull. Geradas (mUingly replied, <* 'Tis 

^* equally impoffible to find an adriterer in 

« Sparta." 

165. A certaun man once propofed to Lycur- 
gtts, by all means, inftead of an ariftocratical go^ 
vernment) to ereA an abfolute«popular equality in 
Lacedemon. ^' Begin it, friend/' faid he, ** firft 
" in your own houfe." 

Pithily intimating* that none (hould attempt to 
introduce any other form of government in the 
ftate, but fuch as he fhould like in his own iaini* 
I7, as the ftate is nought eUe than a great houfey 
or bnaily. 

1 66. Being afk'd bis reafons for enading. 
That the leaft and meaneft of every thii^ (hould 
be offered to the gods in their facrifices ? he re- 
plied, *^ That we may always have fomething to 
" offer to them." 

This great phtlofopher apprehended, that the 
Deity delighted more in frugality, than in prodi* 

Slity, or rich vidims, left penury or luxury 
ould attend, and creep in, under the name of 
religion -, and that God does not need our coft-- 

17 
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\y tributes. WbO' would not be ready to fayt 
that fplendor and magniftcence fliould accompanjr 
the woribip o^ tho gods h 

167. Being afk'd his reafon fbrprohibiting to 
befiege caftles and citadels I he made anfwer, j 
^< That brave men may not be flaughter^d by \ 
^^ women and boys, or fuch like perfbna/* 

He did not approve of that manner of making 
war, in which valour had no fhare. What part 
does it bear in our battles, where cannons ancf 
guns are the principal inftrumenb of adtion ? 

i6S«. The Spartans were at great pains to feed* 
and adorn their hair : with regard to which, Ly 
curgus had given them in precept, ^' That, as 
^* a. good head of hair graces the handfome, and 
•* renders the deform'd more dreadful to the 
*^ enemy, they fhould be careful of it, fince it 
*^ was an ornan^nt attended with fmall ex^ 
** pence." 

How prepofterous is the pra^lceof fuch who 
fhave thefe parts of the body which nature has 
dad with h^iir, as woU for the fake of decorum 
and.modefty, as for the fake of prefcrving health ? 
A head of hair is a natural ornament that gives 
an advantage to good, looks, and. an additional 
terror, or lomething of a favage horror, to bad- 
looks. 

i/)9. Being afk'd the reafon he forbid plunder- 
ing the enemy kill'd in war ? he replied, ** Left, 
** by being too intent upon the plunder, the 
** foidiers ihould negleft the battle : but that 
** they keep, iheii poverty together with their 
"• ranks." 

This wonderful man^ looking upon riches as 
the feminary. of all vice and wickednef?, dreaded 
every occafion of enriching them that prefented. 

iiftlf 
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itfeif to the citizens, tho' the grofs of mankind 
place all human felicity in proportion to the ihare 
of it they enjoy. 

170. Lycurgus feeing a keeper teach a blood- 
hound to follow a train, ** Obferve,** fatd he; 

what pains yonder mafter takes to make his 
fervant ufeful and profitable for his pleafure ! 
who would not then with diligence train up 
his fon in the fchool of virtue, that he may 
become in time a worthy member of the com- 
•' mon wealth ?" 

171. Tully tells us, in his book of epiftles to 
Brutus, that Lycurgus was wont to fay, ♦* That 

•* the commonwealth confifted of thefe two main / 
'^heads> Rewards and Punifliments/' 

LYSANDER. 

172. Lyfander, being ambaflador with Diony- 
fius tyrant of Sicily, was, on his departure, de- 
fired oy the tyrant, of two very rich gowns, to 
chufe that he lik'd beft, as a prefent for his daugh^ 
ter. ** She*ll like beft to chufe for herfelf," 
fays Lyfander : upon which he took up both the 
robes, andVent his way. 

Here is nothing worth of imitation, hr lefs 
of a Spartan : nor is there any example to be ex- 
peded from this 'General, befides the produce 
of a malicious, cunning, and fraudulent dtfpofi- 
tion. ' 

173. Being reprimanded for ufing fo much 

fubtilty and private craft in his management of 

the war, as quite inconfiftent with the virtue of 

the pofterity of Hercules^ he laugh'd, faying, 

*' That, in a cafe where one can't wear the 

^' fpoils of the Lion^ he muft put on that of 

" the Fox/* 

Meanings 
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Mesmijigi that matters which are not ptzGiicz- 
ble by qpcn and fair means^ muft be brought ai 
bout by private methods and downright deceit. 

- 1 74. One told htm, by way of complimentJ 
that he fpoke very handfome of bim, and had 
been at much pains to defend his charaAer fromi 
abufe: whereupon Lyfander fays, *^ I have at my 
*^ country- feat two oxen; they are both iUentJ 
** and yet I know for certainty which of them is' 
*\ )azy» and which fit for work/' 

He meant, that true genuine worth needs no 
recommendations : but thofe, who have never 
done any thing praife* worthy, are they who need 
trumpeters to found their praifes. 

175. An ambafiador from Megan, a me^n 
fiate, at an afTembly, taking a great deal of free- 
dom with Ljfander's charader, fpoke mighty 
things: whereupon Lyfander fays, *^ Friend, thy 
** fpeecb would require a city/' 

176. A Perfian alk'd him. What common* 
wealth it was, whofe policy he moft approv'd 
of ? *• That,'* fays he, ♦* in which the brave 
^* and the coward have their proper defeits ren^ 
« der'd them/' 

Intimating, that virtue ought to be encou- 
raged by diflinguiihing marks of honour, and re- 
ward ; and the timorous rous'd by prqper marks 
of ignominy. 

NAM E R T.E S. 

177. Namertes, being ftiled the Happjr, by a 
native of a country he had been ambaludor ini 
en account of his having a great many friends, 
alk'd. How fuch as bad many friends (hould know 
whether they were fincere or pretended ones? 
The other, anfwering he could not tell, begg'd 

the 
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be favour to know. ** Then," fajra Namcrtcs, 
' Learn by ad vcrfe fortune.** 

NICANDER. 

178. An Athenian having told Nicander, 
You Lacedemonians are great lovers of idleneis. 
'* True," replied be, " but then we don't ftudy 
'^ to procure it upon any terms whatever as you 
" do-" 

He judg'd leifure, purchased by honourable 
tneans^ irreprehenfible : but thought thofe, who 
lludied to indulge it by any meafures, right or 
wrong) deferving of reproach. The Athenian 
called a freedom from the exercifes of mean and \ 
fordid arts idlencfs. 

ZEUXIDAMUS. 

179. Zeuxidamus, being afk*d) WbythciLar 
cedemonians did not commit their laws concern* 
ing valour to writing, and accuftoin their youth 
to readuig them 7 anfwer'dy ** Becaufe our youth 
*^ are more accuftom'd to regard valiant a^ons, 
" than writings." 

It is a kind of cowardly indolence to difpute 
conftantly about fortitude, after the manner of 
philofophers. The rules of virtue may be deli- 
ver'd in a few dogmas ^ and it is only pradicable 
by actions. 

PANTHOIDAS. 

I So. Panthoidas, hearing fome philofophers, 
in the academy at Athens, le£hiring upon virtue,, 
was aik'd. How he lik'd their difcourfes? " They 
^' are excellent indeed/' faid he, ** but metbinka 
'^ they are quite loft upon you, as you doq't pra* 
*' aife them." 

Ha 
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He fmartly touchM the Athenians for havj 
Tirtue always in their lips > but rarely in t] 
practice. 

PAUSANIAS. 

181. When the Athenian exiles exhorted Pi 
fantas, the fon of Cleombrotus, to make war u] 
their country, they faid^ in order t9 incenle bij 
the more againft them, that the Athenians w< 
the only people, upon his being proclaim*d vid( 
at the Olympick games, who hifs'd him, ** Wh< 
•' they behaved fo ill, at a time I merited well 
*• tbem,*' faid Paufanjas, ** How much worl 
•' may we fuppofc, would their behaviour be, 
** I was to hurt them ?" 

A remarkable inllance of moderation! not 
be moved with the mod provoking and atroeioi 
contumely. 

1S2. Being afk*d tlie reafen of their makii 
Tyrtaeus the poet a citizen of Sparta ? he mac 
anfwer, ^^ Left it (houM be faid, that we bad z 
*• foreign commander/' 

Poets were in no great efteem among the Spar- 
tans : nor was it upon the fcoie of his being onC) 
that they conferred this Angular piece of honour 
upon him ; but that, being a brave captain, be 
night have the reputation of vindicating his own 
country. 

183. A dwarfifli little fellow urg'd with great 
earneftnefs, that a bold pufli (houtd be made a« 
gainil the enemy, both at once by (ea and. land .' 
upon which Paufanias fays, " Pray, Sir, let us 
♦* fee you ftripp'd of your clothes, that we mav 
'^ know what an aixitbor of a war we have to truft. 
*«^tor 

Here 
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Here was a bitter taunli, defervedly aim'd, to 
icule a man, Whofe foolifli arrogance would 
rfiime to flir up brave men to a war, in which 

him((elf could give no manner of affiftance. 
184. Hearing fome of the foldiers, upon exa- 
ining the fpoils taken from the Barbarians, ex- 
efs their admiration of the great valuejof feveral 
:h fuits of clothes found among them, he faid. 

It were better for them to have been of much 

value themfelves, than poflefi valuable things." 

This briik animadverfion, upon the falfe admi- 
tion of his army, tended to attraA their atten- 
Dn to things truly valuable* 

185. After his vidory. oyer the Medes at 
latex, he ordered the flipper which the Perfians 
ad prepared for themfelves, being a moft fump- 
lous and delicious one, to be ferved up, faying, 

Perfian, what a belly* god you muft have been, 
' who, when you had To much choice delicacies 
' of your own, would fain have our hafty-pud- 
• ding to- boot !" 

Infinuating, that it is great madnefs in a rich 
Qd opulent nation to enter precipitately on a 
^r with one that is poor, and has got little or 
othtng to lofe : for, if that nation fhould fuc- 
eed, their advantage is but fmall ; if otherwife^ 
heir lofs is great. 

PAUSANIAS the Second. 
1 86. Paufanias, the fon of Pliftonax, in a con- 
Tovcrfy with a native of Tegea, where he had 
>een then a fugitive, extoU'd the Lacedemonians 
vith the faigheft encomiums : whereupon he was 
cornfully afk'd by his antagonift, Why, if that 
A^as the cafe, he did. not ftay at Lacedemon, 
f«hcr than fly the country ? " Bccaufc/' 

retorted 
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retorted he» ^^ it is the fick, not the found, veil 
«• need the phyfician/' 

Intimating to the Tegean, that the cornra 
morals of his country flood in ne^ of Spartai 
difcipline. 

PiEDARETUS. 

187* Paedaretus, being told by one, in a great 
fright, that the enemy were prodigiouily nume- 
rous, replied, *' That's very well ; for then we 
<< fhall kill the more, and thereby g^n the greater 
^ glory." 

What the other laid hold on to intimidate, and 
plead an excufe for cowardice^ he readily con- 
verted to a fpur for a&ions of bravery. Who- 
ever, by pleading the difficulty of the attempt, 
diflWades from an honourable purpofe^ may be re- 
futed by his own weapon* 

188. Obferving a man, who was foft and ef- 
feminate, much applauded, and carefsM by the 
citizens for his great humanity, he told them, 
** You dUght never,^* faid he, ** to approve of 
<^ a man for his near refemblance to a woman, 
^* nor a woman for afFe£iing any (imilitude of ^ 
^' man, but in a cafe where (he may be urg'd by 
« neccffity/' 

He perceived, that parttcirlar modes of beha- 
viour diftinguifh'd the good man, and that others 
conflituted the accompliih'd woman. He ad- 
mitted neceifity to plead the woman's excufe for 
being transfigur'd to a man ; but allowed a man 
no manner of plea in degenerating to perfonate 
a woman : thus, the fame behaviour is not equal- 
ly becoming a prince that is a plebeian ; nor a 
inagiftrate that is a {>rivate nun. 

189. Having 
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189. Having fet up candidate for the order of 
he three hundred men of Sparta, which eminence 
URongft them obtained the fupreme dignity, he 
fras rejeAed : upon which he took his leave* 
Imiling as be went. The Ephori, having ordcr'd 
kirn back, to account for fucb behavtour, demand* 
ed his reafons for laughing. •• Whyj'* faid hc^ 
" Fm only overjoyM to find, that this republic 
" has three hundred citizens better than my- 
« felf.'*^ 

What ientiment more worthy a philofopher 
than this 1 He did not complain of his repulfe, 
nor did he obje£t to the choice made by to the £- 
phori : but exulted more in the puUic happinefs, 
than he would have done in having the honour 
conferred on himfelf. 

PLISTARCHUS. 

190. Pliftarchus, the fon of Leonidas, obferv* 
ing a certain advocate ufe a great many ludicrous 
phrafes in the courfe of his pleading a caufe, in- 
terrupted him, ikying, ^^ I would have you, my 
** friend, to beware how you accuftom yourfelf 
*' to ffseak ridiculoufly, left, a» thofe that deal 
^^ in wreftHng turn Wrcftlers, you become ridi- 
" cufous." 

This excellent man perceived, that a few flips 
might be pardon'd ; but that, when the error 
turns to a habit, it becomes incurable. 

POLYDORUS. 

igr. Polydorus, the fon of Alcamenes, told 
one that had a conftant habit of threacning his e- 
nemies, ** You don*t apprehend, my friend, how 
*' great a part of the fpirit of your refentment you 
** waftc to no purpofe." 
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A man that is determinately bent to aveng 
himfelf of his enemy, efFeftuates no more £! 
threats, than forwarning his adverfary of his im 
tentions^ and thereby fruftrates, in; a great mea- 
fure, his capacity of hurting him. It is more the 
part of a brave man to harm his ad verfaxy by deeds, 
than by words* 

192. When* after the battle of the three hun- 
dred, and the Argives were a (econd time routed, 
the allies advifed rolydorus not to-flip that oppor- 
tunity ; for, by making a briik attack upon the 
enemy's walls, he might take the city : adding^ 
that it would be eaflly effe6ted, becaufe the men 
were flain, and that they were moftly women 
who remained* He returned anfwer, .*' To re- 
*' duce the rebellious upon an equal footing in the 
'* field, I take to be confiftent with my honour; 
*^ but, as the war commenced about the pro* 
*^ prjety of their lands, I don't think it equitable 
'^ to miake any attempt upon their city ; for I 
^^ came here to feize lands, and not to ftorm 
" towns." 

This noble-minded prince was reToIved to treat 
a public enemy in every refped agreeable to juftice 
and equity^ Yet moft princes now think them- 
felves juftiy entitled to take of an enemy what- 
ever advantages they can lay hold of; infomuch 
that, if they contended about a petty town, the 
v\S:or would from thence take occafion to feiztf 
upon the whole dominions of the vanquifh'd. 
He thought it alfo below him to engage an ene- 
my under any difad vantage, and who was not 
equally well provided with himfelf: Tor fuch a vic- 
tory is Wore reafonably tcrm'd an aft of cruelty 
than of -fortitude. 

193. Being 
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193. Being afk'd the motive that made the 
Spartans expofe themfelves in battle, with fueh 
intrepidity, to dangers of whatever kind ? He an- 
fwer'd, *^ Becaufe they are taught to reverence* 
*^ rather than fear their commanders." 

Reverence ii accompanied with love : but we 
fear thofe moftly whom we hate. He difcharges 
his duty better, who performs it with a benevo- 
lent difpofition, than he who does it from a fear 
of puniOiment* 

POLYCRATIDAS. 

194. Polycratidas, the Orator, being fent am- 
baflador, with fame others, to the Perhan Gene- 
rals, was aik'd. Whether be came in a public 
or private charaAer ? ** If we fuccecd,** faid he, 
*^ in a public ; if not, in a private capacity.'* 

If he fucceeded in his embafly, he wanted the 
glory to redound to his country ; if nol;, he de- 
fired the ignominy of a repufe might not afFedt 
it. 

S O E B I D A S. 

195. Soebidas, being befieg'd by the enemy in 
a dry and ftonny place, fo ^hat he could come at 
no water, was at laft conftrain*d to agree with 
them upon thefe hard terms : ' That he would 

* give up to them all his conquefts in their coun- 
' try, provided that he himfelf, and all his men, 

* fliould drink of a fpring not far from his camp.' 
After the ufual oaths and ratifications, he called 
hb foldiers together, and profFerM him that would 
forbear drinking, the government of all his con- 
quefts for a reward. Their third was fo much 
ftronger than their ambition, that not a man of 

Vol. I. E them 
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thciawaa-aWp to fprbc;ar. Ift fliprt,^ when they 
bajfi all drank; thqir fill,^ ^p caipe t>^^ King him- 
felf tp.the fpring, and, having, fgni^ed his face 
only;,, vythq^tfwalloi^ng; one 'drog, he-marc^d 
off in the faqe of hi* ^ncmi^, rc|fi^()g to yield 
tis. qonqucilSf b^>i|e hehimiofy suid afU,his.infn9 
accorc]ing to the articles^ hafl t^At^^ot- t^eir 
ivater. 

TELECRUS. - 

196. Telecnis, being told, that his father 
fpoke very ill of him, Taid^ '' He had res^on 
*< to fpeak fo, or elfe he had never done it." 

He chofe rather to ftand condemn'd himfelft 
than admit that his father^ fpoke inconfiderately* 
It is an inftance of both; piety and modefty. 

197. His brother complaining that the citi2^ns 
were notequally well afl^ded.to himfelf,. as they 
were to Telecrus, but a£led very ungenerpufly, in 
not appointing him one of the Ephori, *^ You/^ 
fays Telecrus, ^' can't bear an injury, but Ij 



« can/' 



Signifying, that thofe who would curry favour 
Vjiith^eir fdlow-citizens, mu^ put up wit))) and 
wink at many injuries apd a|Fronts, 

198. Beins afk'd the meaning of that:Cu^om 
amongft the opartan you^h, of riling ^ug on the 
approach of a fenlor ? he.madefanfwer,, '^ TJbat^ 

being accuftom'd to refpefifuch. a^/Sifl'e jpin'd 

to them by no tie of relation, they may pay 
** the greater reverence to their ps^rents*!' 

The beft manner of, reconciling us tQ:th<; duty 
we owe, is to.ufe ourfelves to pejfiqpi^^mQtAtlm 
is barely du^. 

CHO 
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CHARILLUS. 

199. 6bariUus, being alVd the reafon. Why 
Lycurgus ' gavethe* Lacedemonians fo few laws ? ' 
anfwcr^d, **'Th©fe that are a people of few words, 
'^ dorfe need many laws/* 

200. Charillus told his Have, upon behaving 
KmfflF infblentljr, " If Thad been in^arpaffion, 
« I flteiild havefurely KHed thee;'' 

Hfe was-lb fenfiUe that itothing could be either 
(^id or done aright bjr^an angi^ man, that- he 
guarded againft paiSon^ even while he corre£^ed 
a flave. 

2on Beingafk'd, Whatcornmonwcalth itwas 
that he-thought thebeft conftituted ? he made an- 
fwer, ** Thati irr which thefcUow-citizens, with- 
" out any feditions, ftrive who (hall outvie one 
" another in the pofieffion of virtue.'* 

In moft ftates, the fubjefls generally contend 
for honours and richest few or none ftrive toge- 
ther for a fuperior portion of virtue; 

G H .1 L O. 

202. Chiio the Lacedemonian, faid to be one 
of the fev.en wife men of Greece, being afk'd. 
What Jupiter was doing ? anfwer'd, ** Depref- 
" fing the High, and exalting the Low/' 

203. Being afk'd, What particular advantage 
the LeamM had over the Ignorant ? he anfwer'd, 
" In having good hopes." 

He ftiled thofe only Leam'd, who, being in- 
ftruQed in the laws and inftitutes of virtue and 
bonefVy, led a life agreeably to that inftitutjon. 
Suppoiing thofe ogly on a par with the wicked in 
other advantages i yettbisTpecial benefit they en- 

E 2 * jpy 
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joy over them, to live in expe^tion of the 
ward of their^ virtue in another life. 
. 204* He ufed to fay, '^ That, as the touch- 
<* Hone tried gold, gold tried men/' 
^ 205. He gave in precept, '< Love, as if you 
'* (hould hereafter hate ; and hate, as if you (hould. 
<< hereafter love/* 

This is a caution not to entertain fucb violent 
grudges, as preclude the power of reconciliation : 
nor to truft a friend fo far, as to have it in his 
power to injure you, in cafe of your turning e- 
nemies. 

206- He was wont to fay, ** That nothing 
*^ (hould provoke us to rail againfl: any body ^ 
^^ becaufe that, after we have faid all we were 
^^ able, we ihouid yet, in our turn, hear enough 
** to vex us/' 

Reviling has its own pleafure ; which, how- 
ever, we find, is more than countervail'd by that 
exceiSve pain which accompanies the mortifica- 
tion of hearing ourfelves treated with indigni- 
ties. • , 
207. He would fay, <' That the tongue (hould 
*< not be fufFered to out«run the mind/' I 
This faying intimates the necei&ty of preme* 
dilating before we fpeak : becaufe a fentence onc^ 
fpoke is irrevocable ; whereas the firft hint ma/ 
be corrected by afucceeding better one. 

zo8. He ufed to fay, ^* That a real lofs was 
'^ preferable to di(honeft gain : for the one was 
•* only for once a fubjedt-matter of grief j bu 
•• the other was perpetually fo/' 

A lofs in fubftance m;iy be repaired; but th 
)o(s of charader is irrecoverable. A lofs of mean 
can aiFe£t us but for a uort feafon \ but the con 

fciouihe 



Book I. of the LACEDSMomANS. 77 

fcioufnefs of a bad adion proves an everlafting 
torment to the mind. 

209. Being a(k'd. What it was, that might 
be accounted a difficult matter ? he return'd ivr 
anfwcr, *' To conceal a fecret.'* 

210. He ufed to fay, " That we ought to be 
" more ready to vifit our friends, under the clr- 
*' cumftances of a bad, than a good turn of for- 
*' tune." 

Every one, whether friend or acquaintance, 
is ready to attend a man in profperity : but they 
are friends indeed who ftick to a man in adver- 
fity. 

2ri. He forbids, ^* To fpeak ill of the deacf, 
'* as it feems cowardly to traduce thofe that can't 
*^ anfwer for themfclves, and mean to fight a- 
" gainft ghofts and hobgoblins." 

212. He diredfced the youth, **^ To honour 
** their elders, that> when they themfekes flieuld 
'^ turn old, they might be held in etieem by o* 
*< thers." 

This cuftom ^as produdive of both thefe ad- , 
▼antagcs : firft,' that the authority and reverence 
paid to old age might reftrain the extravagant 
licence and wantonneis peculiar to youth : and 
next, that this deference might keep the aged on 
their mettle, to fquare their behaviour to the gra- 
vity of their chara£ler, and do nothing foo!i(h or 
fhameful to make them obnoxious to the ridicuU 
of youth. 

213. He admoniflieth, *' Neither to pr;^ife, 
*' nor deride any perfon puffed up by his good 
^^ fuccefs : becaufa it muft be an unfortunate 
^^ happinefs that renders a man infolent; and 
^^ challenges more the tears, than the applaufe 

of any one." 
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The infolent are lefs to blame, than they who 
feed their infolence : thus, the people often roar 
out againft the avarice and tyranny of a prince, 
even tho' they themfelves corrupted him« 

214. He defires us, ^* To vanquish ar^^er, as 
^' it is the moft powerful and dangerous affection 
*^ of the n^ind, and a greater conqueft than that 
^^ over an arm'd enemy ; iince it proves no lefs 
" fatal to mortals than an enemy." 

215. He fays, ^* That our honour is concerned 
^^ to forget a kindnefs we have beftow'd, and to 
** make mention of that we have received." 

The generality of mankind aft quite other- 
wife* If any has done a good or friendly aftion, 
it Is foon heightened, and exaggerated beyond ail 
jneafure : on the contrary, if they themfelves 
have received a favojur, it is immediately forgot, 
•diiiembled, or diminiihed. 

216. Th^ following faying is attributed to him, 
** Don't walk haftily." 

The genius of a man may be leam'd .from hk 
^a!t. A for>yard walk betokeas a precipitate 
431 ind ; and a mincing one is <the iiga of «n ^Sc 
fninate mind. Our public carriage and deport* 
ment ought to be proper and unifoan. 

The three following fayings of his were con- 
iecrated to Apollo, and fet up in his temple at 

J^Iphos : 

217. ** Be acquainted with yourfelf." 

218. "Oefire nothing overmuch." 

219. *' Mifery is the Qonfiant compasiioA of 
•' debts and ftrifes." ' 

220. Chilo 
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220- Chilo faid, •* That the friends and fa- 
*' vourites of Kings were like cafting counters, 
*' that (bmetimes ftood for one, fometimes for 
" ten, and fotnetfihes for an hundred." 

22 T. Hearing a certain man vaunt. That he- 
had not an enemy in the world, Chilo afk*d him,^ 
* If he had eVcr;aTriend ?" 

Intimating, that enmity and friendfhip are fo- 
mutually conneAed, that it is npt poflible that he 
who has many friends, Ihopld-iefcape enemies. 

222. He faid, '* That we ought to regulate 
** our life fo, as not to become terrible to our 
*' inferiors, -nor contemptible to our fuperiors."' 

223. He faid, *« That a youthful age wa» 
^* defirable, but aged youth troublefome and 
" gricvoiw." 
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Apophthegms of Anonymous Lacede- 
monians. 

I. A N old Spartan, being aflc'd. Why he 

f\^ wore a long grizly beard ? anfwer'd, 
*• That, viewing thefe gray hairs, I 
** may do nothing unworthy of thena.*' 

A good man, with every occafion, purfues the 
means proper to ftimulate him on to virtue. 

2. A Lacedemonian hearing, that, in other 
countries, the guefts were compelled to drink 
after fupper, fays, ** Are they compell'd to cat 
" too ?'* ' 

He animadverted on a cuftom of the Greeks, 
who forced their guefts to drink oft'a certain num- 
ber of bumpers : which cuftom is, in faft, no lefs 

abfurii, 
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abfurd, further than habit may give it counte* 
nance) than were one conftrain'd, who was no 
way hungry, or .dirpofed for victuals, to eat up a 
certain meafure of meat. 

3. Another, upon hearing that paflage in Pin- 
dar, wherein Athens is term'd the bulwark of 
Greece, recited, faid, ^^ Greece fhall foon fall 
*^ in ruins, after fh<^ leans to fuch a bulwark.'* 

This was upbraiding the effeminacy of the A- 
thenians, in not conforming themfelves to the 
poet's eulogium on them : or taxing the unfea- 
fonable vanity of the poet, in befiowing this coni* 
pUment upon a ftate that bad no manner of title 
to it. 

4. Some perfon, feeing a piece of paintings 
that reprefented a great flaughter of the Lacede- 
monians by the Athenians, cried out, O brave 
Athenians ! Which a Lacedemonian hearing, 
feys, ** You mean in the pifture.*' 

Intimating bow vain and unaccountable it is 
to glory in a pidure, when painters take no lefs 
liberty than poets, to dticeivc. 

5. A Lacedemonian, being in company with- 
one who took great pleafure in hearing back->> 
biters and defamers, faid to him, " Ceafe to give 
** any ear to my prejudice.!* 

He perceived, that they were not only culpa- 
ble, who calumniate others ; but even they who- 
<ielight in hearing calumny. It is an injury done 
tile innocent, to hear a malicious tongue: for 
.there would be no revilers> if there were none 
that took pleafure in hearing them^. 7 hereforc 
the Lacedemonian, in a manner, expoftulated: 
^ith him who fat fatisfied to hear him tra- 
<iuc'd. 

E 5 6. A 
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o. A certain Spartan, going to punMi a flaves 
who alledged m his own defence, ^atfae did not 
tranfgreTs with his will, faid, ^^ Nor fliall you be 
•* puni(h'd with your will." 

This is a trite, but filly excufe. We ought to 
watch our behaviour fo, as no€ to trefpa^s thro' 
imprudence. 

7. A Lacedemonian, ao^ his travels, feeing 
fome men feated upon ftate cltiiirs, faid, ^* Hea- 
^^ vens forbid I (hould (it on a feat, whence I 
** could not arife to pay my refpeds to a fc- 
*' nior." 

Had he feen how our elders are often fliov'd 
off the public ftreets, to make way for one young 
enough to be their grandchild, carried about by his 
fellow- citizen 8 in a chair, what reflexions would 
be make ? What idea would he form of us from 
our fight of chairs, coaches, and other multitude 
of different vehicles ? The Lacedemonians would 
not think it poflible for mankind to degenerate to 
fuch luxurious floth and wantonnefs : nor, that 
fellow-citizens, entitled to the fame liberties and 
immunities, could be fo low and fervile, as tode- 
bafe themfelves to perform the office of horfes. 

S. Another, feeing Diogenes the Cynic naked, 
in a vehement cold morning, grafping *a brazen 
ftatue round, afk'd him, •* If he was not cold ?" 
upon denying he was, " Then," fays the Spartan, 
•' where is the great matter in it ?" 

The philofopher expe6ted vaft compliments 
upon himi'elf, for having a body fo fortified againft 
the injuries of the weather : but the Spartan thought 
it no more, than if a man. was to embrace tbe 
fame ftatue in a hot day, .providing be could d^ 
it without an inconvenience. 

9. A 
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9* A firanger, coming to Lacedemon, who 
made profeflion of being able to ftand upon one 
foot while he put his flipper on the other, faid to 
fome perfon thai ftood by him, as he performed, 
I don't believe. Spartan, that you could ftand fo 
long upon one leg. *^ I own to you,'' fays the 
Lacedemonian, *< I could not : but then, there 
^' is not a goofe in all Lacedemon but could do 
" it." 

He fmartly derided the vanity of an art that 
was produ£Hve of no public ufe or utility. Of 
this nature are the profeffions of jugglers, tum- 
blers, and the like. 

10. A Spartan, hearing an Argive fay. That 
there were a great many Spartan fepulchres among 
them, replied, ** Butthere is not one Argive fe-^ 
** pulcfare among us." 

The Lacedemonian very fmartly retorted that 
Compliment, which the Argive intended his owit 
country, to a mark of ignominy. 

iti A Lacedemonian, taken captive, and 
brought to public iale, when the crier cail'd out,, 
* I fell a Lacedemonian,' clapp'd his hand iipon 
the crier's mouth, telling him, *' Cry, that you 
" fell a prifo^er." 

He could bear his own lot with refignation and 
patience ; but could not bear to think, that his- 
fate, in being fold at an au£tion, fliould reflect 
any fcandal on his country. 

1 2. One of thofe foldicrs, who were in pay 
under Lyfimachus, being afk'd by him, If he 
was one of tfie Helots ? meaning the Spartan- 
flakes, he anfwer'd, " Do you imagine, "Sir, 
" that a Lacedemonian would come to receive 
" twopence of you?" 

E6 Hb 
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He chofe to b« thought a flave, fooner than he 
(hould allow this difgrace on the Lacedemonian 
name. 

1 3. When the Thebans, upon their defeating 
the Spartans at Leudra, inarched up to the veiy 
bank of the river EurotaS) one boalier, amongil 
them, cried out, Where are your Lacedemonians 
now ? " N(ft here," fays a Spartan prifoner 
that overheard him, ^^ otherwife you had not 
•* come here." 

Tho' a poor vanquifh'd captive, he could not 
bear to hear the vidlory boafted of j nor could he 
(hake off the Spartan difpofition. 

14. The Lacedemonians did not appoint any 
mailers to inflrufl their children in the manly 
exercifes pfwreftling, &c. in order that difputes 
of that nature might be decided by Ample nature, 
and not by art : whence Lyfander, being a(k'd, 
How he came to be vanquifli'd by Charon t he re- 
plied, " By mere dint of art." 

l^his nation never eftecm'd that a glorious vic- 
tory, which was obtained more by cunning and 
artifice, than by true fortitude of both mind and 
body. As every art deviates, in fome meafure, 
from natural fimplicity, 'tis fo far allied to de- 
ceit. 

1 5. When Philip entered the country of the 
Lacedemonians, he wrote to them^ That he 
wanted to know, whether they inclin'd he fhould 
come as a friend, or an enemy ? They anfwcr'd, 
** Neither." 

By this abrupt and fimple Word, they difclofed 
a true Laconic fpirit : and, by denying the king 
a paffjge thro' their country^ in fuch cxprefs 
terms, they difcovered a resolution peculiar to 
brave men. 

1 6, They 
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16. They fined their ambaflador, for faluting 

Antigonus, to whom he was fent in that characr 

ter, by the name of King, notwithftanding he 

carried home with him, from King Antigonus, 

as much corn, at a time they were greatly diftref- 

fed for provifions, as amounted to a coo^b and 

ahalf for the ibare of every citizen, after it was. 

divided. 

Such was the rigour of their laws, that, even 
after fo eminient a fervicei befides fucceediog in 
his embafly over and above^ as that of relieving 
tbem when a famine prevailed in the country, 
they would not overlook the offence of uttering 
one finglc, unguarded word. 

17. They impofed a fine upon the father of two 
young men who had difcorded, for dtiTembling the 
difference among the brethren. 

They judged that the young men, who tranf- 
grefs'd thro' the imprudent heat of youth, ought 
to be pardon'd ; and imputed their trefpafs to the 
father, whofe authority ought to prevent the rife 
of any fuch differences. 

18. They laid a fine upon a ftrange harper 
that came to Sparta, for touching the firings 
with his finger, inftcad of an ivory ftick : fo 
impatient were they of any innovation upon ^ 
pradice that had received the fanSion of the 
public ufe. 

19. Two boys having quarrell'd, the one gave 
the other a mortal wound. The companions of 
the wounded declared to him, as he was dying, 
that they would avenge his death, by killing the 
author of it. But he fays, *♦ Don't, for He»- 
*^ ven's fake ; for that would be unjufl, as I my- 
^' felf (hould have have done that, if I had been 
*' flout enough to have prevented him." 

True 
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True S(»itati getiius ! Who, dying (airly van- 
iquiih'd, forgave tint vlAoh What coulcl te 
more happy than their bent of difpofitioti. Which, 
at fuch a tender age^ vnA fo imprefs'd with the 
juft notions of true valour i tiot trained up to that 
craei fiercenefs peculiar to a military habit of life. 

2d» At the tinne it ^Is cuftotnary among the 
Spartans, for l)oy8 nobly born to fteal whatever 
they could carry off privately, Without being ob- 
noxious to any difgrace^ but lay under great fcan- 
dal upon their being dete£led^ fome boys ftole a 
live cub. Thofe vfho had loft it coming in fearch 
of the cub, the boys committed it to the charge 
of one in their company^ who hid it under his 
doaths. Though, in the mean time, the enrag'd 
favage gnawed the child's fide into the very 
bowels, he was all dong filent, nor gave the 
leaft ftgn of uneafinefs, for fear of difcovering the 
theft* After thote who had come in fearch of the 
cub departed, the other boys, feeing what hap- 
pened, cbided him, faying^ It were much better 
tadifcover the fox» than conceal it at the expence 
of your life ? " Not it all,-'* replies he, « Bet- 
** ter for me to die in thefe agonies, than to be 
^ traduced with the infamy of having it faid, 
*' That, by my effeminacy, I made a pur^hafe 
*• of an ignominious life." 

What could be more perfcflly happy than the 
'phflofophy of thofe noble children ? 

21. Some people, having met a company of 
Lacedemonians, told them, * Spartans,' faid they, 

• 'twas but juft now a gang of robbers left this 

• jJace, 'tis lucky for you that you did not fall in 

• among them.' «« By Mats," fay they, " 'Tis 
more lucky fpr them, that they did not fall in 
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This naitkifi wu no vftjrintimidated with thofe 
ihings that prove fo forinidable to the reft of the 
urorld. 

12. A Lacedeifioftian, being aft^d, What 
trade he profeis'd i anfwer^d, ** That of being 
** free." 

Though this peopk were not tnafters of the 
doftrines of phibfephen, nor mafters of any 
handicraft whatever, yet they underftood tht 
art of maintaining their liberty with invincible 
refolutioas, and difdafn'd a docility that tended 
to maktf them flaves either to men or vices. 

23. A Spartan boy, that was captive to Anti- 
gonus, being purchafed at a faie of prifoners, 
proved very obedient to his mafter as long as he 
thought he was employed in decent and gentle- 
man/ offices : but, being defired to fetch the 
chamber-pot, he refafed to comply to fuch a fer- 
vice; and, upon his mailer's infifting his bringing 
the pot, he told him, ^* You (hall foon find what 
*^ a bad market you have made of me '" and fo 
running up to the hotife-top, he leap'd out at a 
window, and inftantly died. 

He could bear to be a captive, but could not 
put up with fervitude ; of which he determined 
to rid himfelfy and by his death retrieve his li- 
berty. 

24. Another boy, being brought to fale, was 
aflc'd, by one of the bidders, Wilt thou be a fru- 
gal bc^ in cafe I buy thee ? " Yes," replies he, 
** if you don't buy me." ^ 

A fervile fate could not teach him to fpeak fer- 
vily. A man that is by nature virtuous, will be fo 
in every place and condition of life. 

25. A Spartan, being afk'd, If it was fafe go- 
ing to Sparta? anTwered, •* That depends upon 

I " the 
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*< the manner of the man that goes there : fo 
^< lions lament their going, and we chafe th 
*< hares out of their larking places/' j 

Signifying, that Sparta was no fafe habitatiol 
for fierce and violent men, or to the cowardlt 
and effeminate : becaufe that fuch as went then 
with any hoftile intention, were always with 2 
fijperior bravery received ; and that thofe whc 
were over delicate and lafcivious, found no thd\ 
ter or retreat in Sparta. 

26. Another, being mortally wounded by an 
arrow, faid, as he lay at the point of death,. '^ I 
*^ fhould have no concern for dying,, but for 
*< tbefe two reafons : firO^, that it happened by 
«< a cowardly and woman-like archer; aiid next, 
^ that I die without having ever performed anyi 
** illuftrious exploit." 

It was a great comfort to be vanquiOi'd by the 
hand of a brave man ; and they left the world 
contented, who left a memorial of their noble 
actions behind them; 

27. A Lacedemonian, feeing the waiter of a 
bagnio ferving Alcibijides with a vaft deal of war 
ter, fays, "Strange! he pours more water ftill 
y upon him ; fure> inftead of being clean, be 
.** muft be moft. vehemently foul." 

This fcomme was aim'd at the infamous life 
4^f Alcibiades. 

28. A Lacedemonian, going to an inn, gave 
the people of the houfe iome fi(h to drefs for 
*him ; upon which the innkeeper a(k'd him for 
fheefe and oyl, to make the fauce. . ^* What?*' 
fays he% " If I bad cheefe, I fhould not want 
" viduals." 

The Lacedemonians did not underftand the 
ineaning of mixing one meat with another, when 

one. 
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»ne alone would be fufficient. How different is 
he (implicity of this Lacedemonian, from the na- 
;ure of thofe who compound a hundred different 
ogredients together in one difh ? 

29. Another, hearing fome people admire the 
happinefs of a certain city, for being the rich 
owner of many (hips, faid, ** I fliould be very 
" loath to truft my happinefs to hang upon a few 
*« ropes." 

All our wealth is in the hands of fortune ; but 
that more immediately fo, which traders commit 
to (hips : for, if the ropes happen to break, a Ihip- 
wreck, and the lofs of the cargo enfue. 

30. A certain perfon told a Lacedemonian, 
that he lied. « 'Tis becaufe I'm free,** fays 
the other ; ^^ for others are whipp'd, unlefs they 
" tell the truth." 

The Lacedemonian, by this jocofe repartee, 
baffled the bitter affront, and put, by the bye* 
his adverfary in mind, that he was no Spartan, 
and confequently not free ; fo that he {houM run 
the hazard of being flogg'd, as flaves are wont to 
be u(ed, for telling a lie. 

31. When Philip King of Macedon fent the 
Lacedemonians fome peremptory orders by a let- 
ter, they wrote back in this manner : * In rc- 
* gard to thofe matters, of which you wrote us.' 
*» No." 

The King*4 long eptflle they anfwer'd by this 
fingle fyllable (c««) No. Still they remained mind- 
ful of their national brevity, and ufual bravery. 

32. When Philip marched with his army into 
the heart of Lacedemonia, and matters were at 
^uch a pafs, that it was improbable the Spartans 
could efcape being cut off to a man, the King 
&id to one of thfcm, * Lacedemonians, what will 

* yo»- 
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*jm do now?* ** Whdt clfe," replied h^ 
** thandio, as we ^are tbe onty Grecians^ who| 
"^^ by not learning to fubmit ourfel^^es to others^ 
« flill remain free." 

None, who k prepar'd to die, will be forced 
into bondage. How fweet is liberty to thofc who 
purchafe it by dearth ? and hoW wretched a thing 
M flavery, when des^h is preferr'd to it ? 

33. After the defeat of Agis, Antipaier de^ 
•mended of the Lacedemonians fifty boya, as ho- 
'ftages : upon which Eteocles, one of the Ephor/, 
-made anfwer, • That he would not :give him tbe 

* boys, left, living Itcentioufly, they ihould be- 

* come tintradable to the difcipline of their coun- 

* cry, and fo ceaie to be citizens : biit that he 
^ would agree to fend him double the number of 
' women and old men.' Antipator thrcaten'd 
them in the moA direfid terms^ urileft they com- 
<plied with thefe overtures. Upon which the 
f«ople unanimoufly cried !out, ** If your orders 
** uxt more bitter «kan deaths weftall %he more 
« readily die." 

To find thefe the fentiitientsdf evefy odio- ti« 
titeis Wcfold ncft feem perhaps fuch k miracle : 
•biit to find it the univerfal voice of the people, 
was prodigious. % thn exsttiiple, we fee what 
anxiety «nd care is due to the mftituticm of tender 
age ; when they could not think of admitting as 
citizens fuch as wei^ ficentioufly educated : juft 
i» if a mother (bould abdicate her born fon, if he 
did not correfpond in probity with the chara&er 
of his anceftors. 

34. A man^ tl*embling for age, who came to 
fee th« Olympic games, finding no vacant feat) 
walk'd the whole round of ^dators^ to look for 
one. Th^ Athenians invited him often, under 

pretence 
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Pretence to make room for him ( but he would 
10 fooncr come up, than they not only denied 
miy but played their jokes upon hims and ridi- 
rul'd him at a cruel rate. Thus was the poor old 
nan infulted and defpired, till he came up to the 
Lacedemonians, who no fooner Taw him approach^ 
than they all rofe from their feats, to give him 
place. Xhefpedtators were fo delighted with this 
piece of behaviour, that they approved of ity by 
[houting, clapping, and other figns of approba- 
tion. Upon which a fpeSator faid, ** By Jove, 
^' the Athenians know exceeding well what is 
" right, but never do it/* 

Philofbphical difquintions concerning right and 
wrong were very accurately difcufs'd at Athens: 
but the Spartans, who never received thefe doc- 
trines, otherwife than from the inflitutions of thefr 
ancefiors, pradifed both virtue and morality^ bjr 
their words and adions. 

35. A Lacedemonian told a beggai:, that was 
afking alms of him, ^' My charity would make 
'^ you a greater beggar :flni a for the firft who 
*' gave you charity was the inftrument of your 
** (candalous life, by ,glvtng you an opportunity 
" to lindulge your lazy habit/* 

Sagging was a difgraceful condition among the 
Lacedemonians ; becaufe they hated indolence^ 
and were content with little. *Tis true, that 
benevolence to mendicants bears ^an appearance 
of great virtue : but then, that charitable inten- 
tion of many pious and good men, ferves moftJy 
but to fudain the luxurious iloth of many bad 
mcDt 

36. A Lacedemonian, feeing one^o about to 
colleift money for the gods, fays, " I don't care 
" much for gods poorer than myXelf." 

37. One 
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37. One who had a very deformed wife, fitf 
prifing an adulterer on bed with her, difmi 
him only with this reproof: ** Miferable wret 
•• you muft have been in very great neceffity. 

Here is a notable example of moderation 
felf-command. Who, in detecting an adulter 
in bed with his wife, could promiie to keep 
temper in this manner ? But the Lacedemoniai 
feem'd rather to pity the man, as if drove to tfas 
crime by fomething of exigency, as fhould feeii 
to be the cafe, in venturing to endanger himfeft 
in a criminal converfation with a woman fo de* 
form'd, as he could have no pleafure in« 

38. A Lacedemonian,, that went to Athens, 
obferving the profeflions of cooks, vi£iuallers» 
pimps and publicans cried about the flreets, and 
feveral other fun£^ions, that feem*d to him equally 
mean and fcandalous, going forward ; upon his 
leturning home to his own country, was afk'd, 
How matters went on at Athens? ** O! every 
*• thing very decent and honourable," replies he. 

39. An Athenian aflcM a Spartan, What walls 
do you like beft ? '* Thofe which will defend 
*• themfelves,*' replies the Spartan. 

40. The Lacedemonians were befieg*d by the 
Athenians in the port of Peile ; which being won, 
and feveral Lacedemonians both (lain and taicen, 
there was an Athenian faid to one of them that 
were taken. Were they not brave men that loft 
their lives at Port-Ecile ? He anfwer'd, " Cer- 
** tainly a Perflan arrow is much to be fet by, if 
•• it can chufe out a brave man." 

41. Why do you make ufe of fuch heavy mo- 
ney, fays an Athenian to a Lacedemonian ? " Be- 
** caufe men fhould be the fooncr weary of it,' 
replies the Lacedemonian* 

42. Bur\s 
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42. Buris and Spartis, two Lacedemonians, 
er'd themfelves to go to Xerxes King of Per- 
\ to be puni(bed at his difcretion, being the 
tence the oracle pa(s*d on the Lacedemonians, 
killing the Perfian ambafladors. When they 
le to the King, they defired, ** To be put to 
death, in any way he thought proper,' to atone 
^^ for the Spartans/' The King admiring their 
piety to their country, as well as the fortitude of 
their refolutions, freed them from the puni(h- 
odent, only defir'd they would ftay with himfelf. 
They made anfwer, *^ How can we live, and re- 
'' linquifli our country, our laws and friends, 
*' for whofe fake we came here, with a determi* 
'^ nate refolution to die." Indarnus, the King's 
General, infifted, telling them, that they would 
be held in equal efteem with the King's moft in- 
timate friends, providing they agreed to ftay. 
To which they replied, *' You feem to be igno- 
rant of- the fweets of liberty, which, fure, no 
man in his fenfes, that was acquainted with it, 
^' would forfeit for the kingdom of Perlia in ex- 
** change.'* 

In this one aAion, we have the ftrongeft ex- 
amples of their afFe£Hon to their country, their ' 
conftant, violent love of liberty, and their in- 
trepidity at the apprehenfions of death. 

43. A Lsicedemonian, being a(k'd fome que- 
Aion, anfwer'd in the negative : whereupon the 
other told him it was falfe. *^ Don't you think ' 
** yourfelf a fool," fays the Lacedemonian, " in * 
" afking a thing you know already.** 

44. Why) fays an Athenian, do you Spartans 
make fuch fhort fpeeches ? <^ To bring one 
^* another fooner to the point>" replies a Spar- 
tan. 

45. The 
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45. The Lacedemonians,, going ambaflad 
to Lyg^ajnis the tyrant,, were, frequently put 
from an audience of him, under various pretenc 
At length, after a wkole feriea of excufes^ tbe 
mrcrc. told,. That the^Kinz, was unwell fo 
fame, time, and was very. weaE and uniirm. Ten 
which the Spartan* repUeid, ** By. Jove, we did 
*^ not come here, to fight him». but to.coiafer with-^ 
"him," ' 

4,6^ A8:aXacedea&oiiian»,in the field of battle^ 
hadhia.fword juft.drawn to^cut down an enepiy^, 
upon hoadng the. fignal of. retreat,, he Sbpt bis, 1 
hand ; and beLog afterwards afk'd, Why he did 
not kill an enemy he had ia his power ? be, an- 
fwer'd, ^* Becaufe I judged, it preferable to obey j 
•* thc| General's orders, by. not killinjj him,*' 

An eminent in&ance.of lAilitary order ! How 
widely different from tbe difciplme of thofe who 
murder and plunder^, under the fpecious title of 
making war ? Among the.anoienls, it was ac- 
cpunted.unjuft ever to. attack an enemy ^ before 
founding the fignal for the engagement ; . and., ta 
kill, aft enemy,, after, founding the retreats, was 
accounted downright murdcx. 

47* The^tolians, baying invaded Lacedemo- 
nia, carried away to the number of fifty thou/and 
flaves. Upon which an old. Spartan , merrily faid, 
•' The enemy have, done the country a fin- 
*< gular pie(3e of forvicei. in ridding it of fuch a 
•< crew/' 

48. It was a cufipm among the Lacedemonians, 
that the King,, preceded by one wearing a crown, 
who, being a vidor in fome of the public games, 
gained himfelf a. ci;QWii,.fhould attack the ene- 
my. A certain Lacedemonian, having reje£ied a 
vaiHun^ of money, at the Olympic games, to 

yield 



Dok It of the Lacs&bmoni ans. 9^* 
ic^ jhQ yidory in favour oh hisx antagonjft, 
boA-h^ defisatejl^ with muc^h laboim aiid£iitgue» 
Id it^ <»af(bqtt<nae ofwhicb viAooy ke was en*» 
dod to a.GTOwa^ beiag,a(k'd» What advantage 
liat viftow^could' be-ofto^bim?' be made dn* 
ver, ^ I ftsdil mardi.GrowR'd before the King 
^ to tte' faftttb.'^ 

'Tisi 2u chara&^ifticfc 06 a. generous foul^ to 
« capti^^ited oioce by. aa: efteeaii fori glory than 
or money. 

49. A. Lacedeinonian. pedagogue^ having^ un- 
lertaken the care of a boy, was aik'd) What bq 
:ould inftn^a him in i «< Til teach him/' re- 
)lies be, ** to delight in whatever is worthy 
'^ and honourable, and to deteft whatever is bafe 
" and offenfivc." 

Nothing is more conducive to true happinefs, 
than to love virtue on its own account ; and on 
the fame account to deteft 'vice. Virtuous pur* 
bits ought to be rendered pleafant and reli(hing 
to youth* 

50. The Lacedemonians, hearing that the 
people of Smyrna were in groat want of provi- 
(tons, fent them fome fupply; whereupon the 
Smymeans made up a long addrefs of compli- 
ments, to thank them for their favour : but the 
Spartans, interrupting them, faid, '< There are 
** compliments enough ; for it is no fuch great 
*' piece of liberality, but we can recover, even 
*' by retrenching the expences of one fingle meal 
** from our cattle and felves/' 

A gift that is dimini(h'd by the donor, is flill, 
on that very account, the more acceptable* O/i 
the contrary, thofe who enhance their favours, 
difappoint themfelves, in a great meafure, of that 

return of thanks due to their good offices. 

51. Some 
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$1. Some perfonSf being defirous to enter in; 
Gompaid of friendihip with a Spartan^ propofe 
to bind one another, under a mutual obligation, 
to render their friendfliip the more firm and fin 
oere. But the Lacedemonian told them, *^ Thai 
*^ ttiere was but one certain method of fecurm| 
*^ friendfliip, and that was, Not to put it in theii 
*< power to injure one another, even if they in- 
*^ clin'd it I for tliat ail other means were uncer- 
«< tain, and not to be depended on.'* 
• A-kin to this was that faying of Chiloy in re 
gard to friendfhip. 
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A R C H I L E O N I S. 

Si^'XTTHEN ambafladors, from AmphlpoKs^ 
V V came to Sparta, with the news of, 
and compliments of condolence, for the death of 
Brafidas, to his-mother Archileonis, the firft que- 
llionihe afk'd them was, *< If Bralidas fell brave- 
" ly, and worthy of Sparta ?" The Thracians, In 
whofe^caufe he was killed, highly extoU'd his va- 
lour, telling her. That he was the braveft Lace- 
demonian ever lived. ^' Strangers," replies fhe, 
" you are unacquainted with the Lacedemo- 
*' nians. 'Tis true my fon was a gallant youth ; 
" but there are many better men in Lacedemon." 

G O R G O. 

5 3* Ariftagoras, the Milefian, coming to treat 
with Cleomenes about joining the lonians, then 
engaged in a war with the Peifian*, oiFer'd him 

Vol. I. F valt 
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vaft Turns of money for his affiftance ; and the 
more Cleomenes reje£led the propofals» the more 
he tempted him, by enlarging his proffers. Gor- 
go» the King's daughter^ obferving the conftant 
importunities of ArHbgoras, fays, ** Father, this 
*^ outlandi(b fellow will undoubtedly corrupt you, 
** if you don't foon turn him out of doors." 

54. Seeing Ariftagoras help'd on with his 
ihoes, by one of his fervants, fhe fays, ** What? 
^' father, has this ftrangergot no hands ?" 

The Royal Spartan Lady thought the delicacy 
of the man intolerable, in requiring the affift- 
sa^ct of a fervant to perform an office he was able 
to do himfelf. 

55. Being in company with a ftranger fo over- 
weening, as to feem fcarcely able to trail behind 
him his long flowing robes, fhe pufh'd him afide, 
faying, ** You defcrve to be kicked out of com- 
** pany, when you can't perform even the part 
** of a woman." 

G Y R T I A S. 

56. Acrotatus, when a boy, was fo bruifed 
and wounded in a fquabble with fome other boys, 
that he was carried home for dead. Gyrtias, his 
grandmother, feeing all ihe family and neighbour- 
hood, who gather'd round, in tears for him, faid, 
** Why do you weep f has he not given good 
** proof what blood runs in his veins ? the brave 
** muft be cured, not lamented.*' 

57. Having received an exprefs from Crete, 
that Acrotatus was killed in battle, (he faid to 
thofe fhe heard lamenting him, *' Since he march'd 
** againft the enemy, were we to exped any 
** thing elfe, but that he fhould kilf the enemy, or 
** be kill'd by them ? *Tis better news to hear, 

« that 
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^ that he died worthy of faimfclf, his country 
*' and progenitors, than was be to live eternally 
'* in a cowardly ina6Uve manner." 

Here 'tis worthy obfervation, that grandmo* 
thers are more tenderly fond of their grandcbildreir 
than even their mothers are. 

D A M A T R I A. 

58. Damatria hearing that her fon behaved lb 
ill in battle, as feem'd unworthy of fuch a mo* 
tber, upon his return home from the war fbc 
kUrd him with her own hands. After which fbe 
cried out, *• This is no fpro^t of mine." 

I'his a6tion borders more u'pon barbarous im^ 
manity than real fortitude : but yet it may ferve 
as a proper animadverfion upon the grofs indul* 
gence of moft mothers to their children ; iince 
their immoderate fondnefs of them is too often 
tile means of fpoiling them pad recovery. 

59. Another matron, when her fens fled home 
from the battle, ran out to meet them, and, ex- 
pofing her private parts, accoftcd them thus : 
*' You cowardly fugitive flaves, whither fly you 
" for fhelter ? Will you enter again to the pait 
*' whence you came out ?'* 

This apophthegm can only fuit a Cynic Lady. 

60. Another, feeing her fon run home to her 
from the field, aik'd him. How matters fared with 
his country ? Up6n his teUing her that all perifh- 
cd in the battle, (he daih'd out his brains with a 
tyie, faying, " And have they fcnt you home to 
" tell the tidings of their calamity ?" 

She judg'd him, who could bear to furvivc his 
countiV, not worthy of life. 

61. Another, after her fon related to her how 
valiantly his brother fell, faid, " Is it not a re- 

F 2 ** proach 
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«^ proach upon you> that yoii did not accom- 
*' pany him?** 

62. A Spartan matron» haviog fent out five 
fons to ihe field) was waiting without the city 
to hear the evtnt of the battle, when fome per- 
fon arrived, who told her, that all her fons were 
killed. ** You daftardly flave," fays flie, '^ was 
^^ it concerning my fons I enquir*d ? I afk'd you 
*< how matters went with my country." Being 
told that Sparta had the day, ^' Well,** conti- 
nues (be, ^* I then receive with joy the news of 
*• their death." 

This noble matron undervalued her private and 
natural affedion to her children, when put in com- 
petition with the public welfare, and the piety due 
to her country. 

63. An Ionian lady brought to a Lacedemo- 
nian acquaintance of her's a piece of needle- work 
very exquifuely wrought, and made a boafi of it, 
as being a rich curiofuy, that none of her neigh- 
bours were poflefs'd o^ any thing like it. The 
latter, in lieu of it, produced four of her children, 
of whofe education fhe had always been particu- 
larly careful. " Thcfe," faid fhe, " arc the 
** works only that a virtuous lady ought to value 
** herfelf upon." 

64. A Lacedemonian lady having juft buried 
her fon, a filly old woman came up to her, crj^ 
ing out, Ah Fortune ! " It is," replies flic, 
*' very indulgent to be fure: I have loft my 
** fon in the caufe of Sparta, the very account 
** for which I brought him to the world." 

65. Another, hearing that her fon, who had 
been abroad in the wars, behav'd himfelf difho- 
nourably, writes to him thus : ** There is a bad 

I •* report 
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^^ report concerning thee -, either wipe it off, or 
" defpair of life." ' 

66. Anotberv conveying a lame fbn out to the. 
field, charges him thus, " Son," fays (he, " let 
^^ every* hailing ftep put thee in mind of the ne* 
** ceffity thou art under to behave gallantly." 

The infirmity of lamenefs generally deters o-* 
thers from any attempts of valour : but this heroine 
admonifh'd her fon, even becaufe of this infirmi* 
ty, to catch every opportunity of behaving vali- 
antly, concluding, that a lame man could have no 
retreat to his feet, but nouft either determine to 
die or conquer. 

67. A Lacedemonian, being fo much mangfed 
in battle, thai he could only go upon all fours» 
aftef tht.in«Dn)er of a bpdA^ was fo much daih'd 
on account of his deformity, as never to go out, 
ioT fear of being rdicurd j which his mother ob- 
ttmng^ leprov'd him in this manner : M How 
^^ much preferable is it, my fon, to crawl about 
^* in the pride of your fortitude, than fculk at 
** bollix for fear of a fooliih laugh ?" 

$9, An Athenian lady, afking a Lacedemo* 
fiian matron, by way of derifion, What portion 
fhe hid brought her hufband ? (he returned this 
fmart but laconic; anfwer, *< Chaftity," faid flie^ 
" madam." 

69. 'Another, clapping a buckler upon her 
fon's head, fays, ** Thy father hath always pre« 
** ferved this for thee ; either preferve thou it> 
*' or 4ie for it." 

70. Another, being told that her fon was kill- 
ed in the battle, fays, <* Keep him ftill upon the 
" roll, in the fame order as he was plac'd, for 
-^ his brother can fill hi^ place."; 

F $ Such 
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Such a fortitude of refolutlon can hardly be met 
"wich in a man. For (he did not fcruple to be- 
come childlefs, provided (be (hould lofe her only 
(on in the caufe of her country. 

71. A Lacedemonian complaining that his 
fword was too (hort, his mother tells him, ** Thcfl 
♦* mend your pace." 

Meaning, that the (hortnefsof the fword would 
he no difad vantage, if he advanced clofe upcn the 
enemy. 

7?. A Spartan matron, putting a buckler on 
her fon's bead, fays, " Now, my fon, either in 
•* this, or on this." 

Signifying, in that brevity of fpeech peculiar to 
the Lacedemonians, that he muft behave fo as to 
come home a vi6lor in his buckler, or be carried 
home dead on it. 

73. A certain man, in love with a Lacedemo- 
nian lady, fent her a mefiage, foliciting the en- 
joyment of hen But (he returned this anfwer : 
•* When I was a girl I Icarn'd to ad always in 
** obedience to my father, and was very pundual 
** in it ; fince I became a wife, I have; been c- 
•* qually obedient to my hulband ; and now, if 
•* he wants my confent to diftionett a£lions, let 
*' him firft propofe the matter to my hufband.'^ 

74. A Lacedeitionian lady, being $i(k'd, If 
ever (he came near a man ? anfwer'd, *' NO) 
** 'twas he came near me.*' 

Meaning, that it was not with any libidinous 
purpofe (he came to have commci^ce with a man; 
hut in obedience to her parents commands, and 
the laws of her country. 

7 5 . A captive woman, being expofed at a com- 
mon fale of the priibnersj was aik'd by one of the 

bidderS] 
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bidders. What fte could do ? ^ l^o be fairh- 
*« fill," replied (he. 

Intimating, that fidelity in a fervant was the- 
moft neceflary accomphfhnient. 

AGESISTRATA. 

76. Agcfiftrata, feeing her fon Agis lie dead, 
after being flrangfed, kifEng his cheek, f<iid> 
** A^as, my fon, 'twas thy over-great goodncfs, 
*^ courteoufnefs and humanity that deflroyed both 
*' thee and us" 

Agis attempted too invidious, but illuflrious 
an enterprize, to reclaim the degenerate Lacede- 
monians to their former feverity of manners : fotj 
while he fludied to gratify all, and ofiend none» 
he brought death and deflrudton upon hinifclF^ 

77. Then, having taken the rope that was to 
ftrang^e her, and wound it round her neck, fbc 
faid, '* Hitherto have I been of fcrvicc to* 
*' Sparta/* 

It diftraSed this Incomparable princefs, that 
her fon could not bring about that glorious revo- 
lution in his country be fo much aim'd at. 

T H E A N Q. 

78. Theano dreffing herfelf one day, by chaace 
difcovered her bare arm ; upon which a certair> 
man that ftood by faid, O beautiful arm ! ^^ Butt 
" no public one," replies (he. 

Intimating, that it was the privilege of only 
one man, not all men, to view her beauties;, 
and in the mean time putting the author of the 
compliment in mind of his ill«rtim'd intemperance^ 
in being too curious a fpedator of a woman's per- 
fon who- was another man's property. 

F 4 79. VVh€» 
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79. When the Thebans broke in upon Laco- 
nia, among other perfons of both fexes they car- 
ried away vaft numbers of the Helotes, whom 
they ordered to fing the odes of Terpander, 
Alcman, and Spendon : but they abfolutely re- 
fufed it, faymg, ** Our mailer's daughters would 
«* not like it." 

So much greater regard they paid to the au« 
thority of the captive ladies, than to the com* 
mand of the vi£tor. Hence fome undertake to 
verify the common faying, ' That, at Sparta, a 
* free man was the moft fe, and a Have the great- 
^ eii (lave in the world / 
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^0. A T the public fcafta of the Lacedemo* 
Xxl^ nians, it was always the oiffice of thir 
oMeft man among the guefls, to ad^ 
irtk each of them, pointing to the door, as be 
enter'd the room, faying, *• Look ye. Sir, ovcf 
*^ that door, let not a word fpoke in thi»com* 
" pany be toU/* } 

This was to put them in mind, that, rn cafe 
an unguarded or precipitate expreflion might dro^ 
from any in company, or a topic fhould with too 
great a freedom be debated upon, nothing of eithe^ 
kind muft, on any account, be afterw^ds biabb'd 
abroad, or imparted in any other company. •• 

8 1. After they had drank moderately at thefe 

public entertainments, they went always^ hom6 

without torches, being inhibited to u fie any kind 

•f lights while they walked abroad in the darlP^ 

to the end that they might accuftom themfelve* 

to march boldly at any feafon of the night, as fre-^ 

Su^ntfcr, in time of war, they were under a ne*- 

ccffity'to do. * * ' 

jr 5 . f2. Thei^ 



xo6 The Institutes Book II. 

82. Their principal di(h was a kind of black 
broth, which was fo much vsdued, that the elder- 
ly fort fed only upon that, leaving what fleih there 
was to the younger. Dionyilus the tyrant of Si- 
cily, having heard fo much of this black broth 
of theirs, (ent for a Lacedemonian code on. pur- 
pofo to^make fome. He had no. (boner tailed it, 
than, fpitting it out, he (aid. It was an abomina- 
ble kind of ftuiF. The cook, feeing him out of 
conceit with it, tcM hkn, ^ Sir, to make this 
*^ broth reli(h, you (hould have bath'd yourfelf 
•• in the river Eurotas^ after you had ufcd the 
•*. proper cxercife of a Spartan/* 

83. 'Tis true, they learn'd the ufe of letters fo 
-far as to read and write : but forbad all other ex- 

tptic literature, infpmuch that they pr(^ibited pro- 
fcffors of fciences, as well as the hooks that treat- 
ed of them. The whole of their erudition con- 
' tiftect in a ready obedience to their magiftrates ; 
in being able and alert to undergo labours and 
fatigues^ and in learning to conquer or die in the 
lieid. The Romans were once of this mind; fo 
fcr as to dri^e out of the city all the Gxeek phi- 
toiophers : alledging, that they had perverted the 
jpouth with their fpeculative dodrines^ in render- 
ing them' apt and ready at difputattons, but indo- 
lent and ulelefs at difcharging any of the mix- 
mcncuous offices of the commonwealth. 

84. They pcrfevei'd in their cuAom of going 
without cloaks, being allowed to wear only one 
fing)ecoat^ and that was tofecve them for awhele 
year : for which reaibn, and their bodies being 
rarely ever trimm'd^ bath'd or anointed, they in* 
lleed were a very rough and flovenly fet of mortals. 
No natioa readily invaded fuch poor people that 

- wete inurM to fuch hardlbtps : noc would tbey 
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themfelves be rea4ily prompted by any indired 
means to acquire wealth, when they coufd be 
contented with fo little. 

85. It was cuftomary among them, that if az> 
elder met a young man going any way, he had 
the priviJedge, nay was even in duty bound, to 
interrogate hkn, whkher he was goinj^, and up* 
on what bufinefs ? The youth that retufed to ac- 
count for tbefe particulars, or oiFer'd but frivo* 
lous reafonsy was feverely refle£led on ; and |he 
fenior who did not heartily upbraid him was ob- 
noxious to the fame fcandal, as if he had trefpaf- 
fed himfetf : befides, the youth, who did not bear 
calmly with the reproof, was ever after had in the- 
utmoft difgrace. > 

The errors of the younger fort of people zijr 
very }uflly imputed to fuch as ought to reftr<aii> 
or correfi them. This pra^ice put the elders 
under a neceffity of a£ling with circumfpef^ion! : 
for with what face, could they reprove a youn^ 
man f4>r a fault, for which they tbeBrfelves w^ie 
fubje£l to reproof? .j 

86« Thejr young men flept t^gether^ m ILttje 
bands, upon beds made of rufhes, which gr^y^ 
by the banks of the river Eupotas 3 and, becaufe 
their points wer^ (harp, they were wojit to break 
them, with their bands, without, a knife. If Jt> 
were a hard wintee, they mingled fpme tliifilp* 
domfn-wiib their rufbes : this kept them* wgrm ;* 
and as well contented they were with it, as if it 
were the beft feather-bed in^ the worid;. 
' 87.. If an]F one was detected in< a Qftm4nal ac-« 
tioA, he was made to walk round an akax that 
was in the city, fiiiging, all the way ashe v;ei\r,. 
an inventive, or lampoon^ ^mpos'd upon hitnftlf, 
ioi^ordei: that nothing elfe -bu^his.Qwn voice-ipigjbt^ 
' *¥^^id hiok 
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The ingenuous are fooner brought, through a 
fcnfe of (hame, and a love of gloiy, to purfue 
great and worthy objects, than thro' the fervHe 
fear of racks and tortures. 

88. If a boy was chaftifed by any body, and 
carried home a detail of hrs ufage to his parent, 
it would refleft difcrcdit upon the father not to 
corre£t him a fecond time, on bearing this com- 
plaint : for, from the bias of their education, 
they liad fuch a mutual confidence in one ano- 
ther, thiVt they believed none capable of irtipofing 
any commands, inconfiftent with the honour and 
dignity of their inftitution,' upon another man's 
child, whom every one look'd upon in the fame 
view, with regard to his morals, as. if k had 
been his own. 'Twas not with them as iwith o- 
ther ftatcs, where every perfon has the fole com- 
mand over his own children, fervants aad poflef^ 
lions : each Spartan had the fame authority over 
the children and poffeffions of his friends and 
Hcighbcurs, as he had over his own. The firft 
period of life requires chailifement and corredion, 
fn as much as a child has no diftinft notions of 
right and wrong. Boys punifhM by their precep- 
tors are wont 'to complain of their feverity to their 
parents, v^hofe notice of fuch complaints deftroys 
the proper and neceRary authority of eJdcrsovef 
chiKire4,.as wcU.asohftrufls the means by which 
that authority would be eqiiaHy the feme ofer 
otjier men's children as over their own. 

89. l^hetr boys were wont to fteal: what vic^ 
tiials they could come at, learning dexteroufiy ta 
iinpoft onlhofe afleep, or other wife carelefe ift 
keeping their provifions: but being deted^d they 
wVre lifualiy hunger'd or whipped without rtiercy. 
Their meab ^iwec always fpare, that then their 

- * - /A 
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mtB and invemions might be emf^yed to fupply 
their wants, that it mi^t teach them to laj their 
Aefigm weH, to be fine and cunning in their fa« 
culty, and put them upon helping themfehres by 
fome fubtile conveyance or adventurous a£tton« 
They were fttnted in their diets, with this further 
vieWy that they (hould not accuftom themfelves 
to eat to fatiety, and that they might the better 
bear hunger, and be the more fitted to the exi* 
gencies and fatigues of a military life) Atiother rea- 
fon there was, not inconfiderable, that they might 
grow the better in tallnefs ; for the vital fpirits; 
not being ovcrburthen'd and opprefi'd by too great 
a quantity of nourilhment, (which necefiarily dif^- 
charges itfelf into thicknefe and breadth) do, by 
their natural lightneff , mount upwards, and the 
fubftance of the body, not being grots or in too 
great a quantity, does nK>re eafily fdlow the &• 
fiiioning hand of nature: wherieas ftrofs and over- 
fed bodies are ftubborn and untra^bie, and (he 
can at beft make but a bungling^iece of work of 
them. As this nation gave way to neither plea- 
fore or delicacies that were not produiKve of the 
glory and advantage of the republic, they mail 
have widely difFer'd in this particular from the 
fentimentft of moft other people, who perfwade 
Ihemfelves, that nothing is better for children 
tbanto be cramm'd with meat and drink, not- 
wicbftanding 'tis evident that fiich immoderate 
feeding not only, renders ^ child more inadfcive, 
but in every refpeS more unfit for labours, of 
vrhatever nature ; for, as it deforms their bodies, 
it In like manner .renders their wit the more grofa 
and bongling^ 

90. They were no lefs folicitoua aboul thetr 
ieveral. foirts of mufic> whether tunes or fonp, 

* * • • thaa 
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than concerning their vidiuals and drefs : thde 
vrcrt always fuch as inflamed the animal powers, 
and with a certain divine impuUe roufed the foul 
to a deftre of doing great and good a£lions ^ while 
in all other cities in Greece they reliOied more a 
foothing and bnguifiiing kind of mufic ; ib that 
the tafte ran in favour of fuch airs as would lure 
thefpirit»to pleafure, or lull them toToftnefs and 
lethargy. 

91. Their language was expreffive^ fimple and 
unaffeded, having no foftnefs or delicacies^ pecu* 
liar to it Their ftile never compofed either fon- 
net or oration, but what was ferious and moral, 
and ferved to celebrate fuch as were eminent for 
their great and noble anions, or died in the bed 
of honour, and for the defence of their country^ 
or in derifion of fuch, as their floth and cowardice 
had prevented doing any a£lion worthy of record; 
the former they declared happy, and deified them^ 
the latter they defcrib'd as moft miferable and be- 
low the condition of men» In thefe verfes they 
talked high of what they would do, or had done. 
The expreflion was different, and fuitable to their 
Ibveral ages : for you muft undert>and, they had 
three choirs of them in their folemn feftival« ; the 
firft of their Old men, the fecond of their Young 
men, and the lafi of their Ghildrco. 

The Old men began thus :. 

•* We have been (tho* now fpent and oTd) 
«* Hardy in field, in. battle bold.'* 

The Young mjen anfwer'd them, finging, 

•« We are fo now,, let who dares tiiy, 
^ We^U conquer, or in tombat die." 

Tk 
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The CbiUren came kft, and faid» 

*• Whitevcr you tan do, or tcll, 

•* Wc one day wHl you both cxccll." 

. Lycurgus incorporated the ftudies of muTic and 
ivar ; by which means an overheated ardor of 
action was fo temperated by the feveral airs to 
which their fongs were fet, as to be reduced tq 
aperfed and regular harmony^ and keep an a* 
greeable pace and confonancy with their mufic. 
92. They were not aUowed to travel abroad 
into foreiga parts> for fear, that being infeded by 
the bad morals and irregularities of other nations, 
they fliould fpread the contagion in their own 
country, whither alfo they forbad flrangers to re^ 
Ibrt, left, pouring in upon them, they fhould 
gradually corrupt them, by introducing bad ha^ 
bits* Whatever parent did not train up his 
children agreeable to the cuftoma and'fawsof 
his country, was divefted of the freedom of ^ 
citizen, which freedom was never fold, no» anjf 
iiranger admitted, but upon condition of con* 
forming to their inftitutions. l^heir moft pru* 
dent legiflator eafily concluded, that a fociety^ 
however well conftituted, would foon dwindle a- 
way, and degenerate by the commerce of fo^ 
feigners^ in as much as all men are more apt to 
karn vice than virtue. Thus, by a conflux of 
Greeks, was Rome efFeminated : by the com- 
merce of Barbarians was Sparta, from the moft 
upright and innocent nation under heaven^ ren- 
dered the moft corrupt and impious ; and an in« 
ondation tf various other nations brought Fiancei 
and Germany to their prefent decline of luxury 
and effeminacy. 

f 3- lo 
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93. In war they ufed fcarlet clothes : whether 
they tmagmed that this colour was (bmewhat 
more manly Cbaii aoy other, or duit a fangaine 
colour would ftrike more terror into an unexpe- 
rienced foldier ; perhaps the reafon was» that tb^ 
fliould be the more confpicuous to the enemy, and 
tf any one was wounded, he might the more ea- 
fily conceal it, by reafon of his clothes being the 
colour of his blood. 

94. When they prayed to the gods, they al- 
ways petitioned, « That they fhould be enabled to 

* bear an injury 5* becaufe they judg'd none worthy 
of a command, or capable of any great attempt, 
who would be moved at an affront. 

95. The fum of their prayers was, * That the 

* gods would be pleafed to let honour and fame ac- 

* company the good, and nothing bcfides/ They 
afked no other reward of their virtue than a good 
name : vet the petitions of other nations are not 
only various and tedious, but aNb unprofitable ; 
and fometimes bafe, and unworthy the grant of 
the gods. 

96. * That fortune was to be invoked by giving 

* her a helping hand,' was a celebrated niaxim 
among them. 

Inffrufiing us to ufe an honeft diligence 
and endeavour, in procuring whatever we pe- 
tition the gods for ; otherwife that we petition 
in vain. 'Tis true, whatever falls out in human 
affiiirs ought to be attributed to the beneficent 
providence of God : but providence rarely fa- 
vours the idle and indolent. God inclines, that 
his gifts (hould be tranfmitted to us through tb^ 
channel of our induftry, left it (hould refleft A 
fcew of folly to favour thofe that feem negligent 
about bis gifts. . • *< 

* ^* 97.'They 
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97. They always expofed thofe flaves^ that 
veire at any time overtaken in liquor, to the 
new of their children, that, feeing the defprm'ds 
Bedlam and bead-like fpecElacle a man is that is 
intoxicated by an immoderate quantity of w.inei 
they ihould the more abominate the crime of 
drunkennefs. Nay, the more ftill to expofe this 
irice, they would oblige thefe Helotes to drink 
themfelves drunk on purpofe, and then to fing 
their iilly ridiculous fongs, (for they were not al- 
lowed to fing any of the more grave and elegant 
odes or poems, for fear' of prophaning them) and 
to dance their uncomely and fantaftical ji^gs, con* 
formable to their mufiCi 

While other nations, by tirefome infipid dif- 
courfeSy can fcarce ever convince, that fobxiety 
and temperance are amiable virtues, axKi that no* 
thing is more unworthy a man than drunkenneCn 
they took a iborter and more eSeiftual way of coa-^ 
vidion, by placing the image^ in all iti bornd defor- 
mities, before thdr eyes; and that in the pejrions 
of their flaves^ to wbofe jtnorals it was thought moft 
difgrace&il for a firee-bpra Spartan to degenerat(e» 

98. . Their cuftom was never to knock at (^tes» 
but to fpeak out their buflnefs before the door» 
they were fo very fcrupulous of being thought 
concerned in ^ny fecret affair; and defir'd to 
tranfa^l every buiine(s openly, and in publjci; 
view. '. 

99. They had no theatrical entertaixnnents ^ 
faw neither <comedy nor tragedy aded ; nor would 
they hear, either in jeft or earneft, any thing that 
Was repugnant to their laws, which exprefsly 
prohibited rapes, incefts and adultries, as well i% 
deceits, injuries, thefts, and all nunner of flagi- 
tious pra£lices whatfoever ; and fuch as the poetsL 

/ in 
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in their fables affign to the gods tfaemfelves : noi 
would they admit of the excu& of the poets, who 
plead in their own behalf, that they conipoife4 
thefe fables for the (ake of pleafure, rather than 
to itnpofe it for truth ; for thefe pteafures vitiate 
and corrupt weak minds. 

100. The Ephori fined Seraphidas, becaufe he 
was frequently wrong'd and impofed on. Tbey 
judg'd, that his indolence and neghSt muff be 
the caufe why fo many would venture to injure 
bim : for he who tamely puts up wjth one of- 
fence, provokes another. If he took care to 
have the firft who injured him puniih'd by the 

' rigour of law, bis charaSer thence would have 
deterr'd others from any attempt to hurt hiffi* 

10 1. They had a foidxer executed^ only fcr 
interweaving a piece of purple in bis buckler* 
A fimple precedence of foreign luxury tbey ab- 
hQrr*d to that degree ! wifely refleding, that 
from the leaft principles an irreparable concourfe 
of vices may creep ip , judging it inoft prudent 
to take away the caufe, as the fureft prevention^ 
and to cru(h it in its very infancy, by infliding 
the feverefl puniibment on the firfl intruder. 
That man is the greateft enemy to the commca- 
weal, who opens the firft door to vices. 

102. It was accounted with them a detellable 
reflexion on any nnin, to let out his lands at more 
than the rents prefcrib'd ; to the intent that the 
flaves (who were the farmers) would,, od ac- 
count oif the advantage they made of their farcns, 
labour with greater diligence and good- wjll^' pro* 
viding their maAers would aik no niore than the 
Iifiial rents, : How careful was this nation .^ 
throw out of their, own way, and palm upon their 
flaves, all the materials and incentives to vice ^ 

Hov? 
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low different their praAice from that of other 
.^untries, where the free-born citizens engfofs the 
tveral feeds of luxury, luft and drunkeitnefs, and 
irive their (laves to poverty and frugality ! 

103. Xhey were fo nice as to the choice of 
their wives, that they had an eye to the very flize 
&nd ftature of them, as well as to the family and 
virtue ; infomuch that they put their King Ar* 
chidaihus, to a confiderable fine, upon marrying 
a little \i^oman, for fear of fpoiling the br^ed : 
** For/* faid they, *• fhe will bring us a race 
" of Kinglets inftead of Kings/' Without all 
d'tfpute the gracioufncfs ahd dignity of the per- 
fon does as naturally attrad a veneration and e- 
fteem one way, as the contrary expofes us to ob- 
loquy and reproach the other: nay, and the fame 
reafon holds mdre 01^ lefs in a private ilate, as 
well as in a public ; and, when we are once over 
this difficulty, there is a foundation laid for a fo- 
uable life and hopeful pofterity* 

104. They expell'd Ctefiphon for bragging, 
that he could difcoorfe a whole day upon any 
topic whatever, telling him, '* That it was the 
*' part of a good orator, to fuit his difcourfe to 
" the fubjedt he ^difcourfed upon." They 
thought, that frugality was never more juflly 
applied than in difcourfe, which HeUod calls < a 

* valuable treafurq, that ought to be very fparing- 

* ly wafted, and to be kept more for ufe than 

* oftentation/ 

105. It IS a thing remarkable, that their lovers 
had a (hare in the young lads honour or difgrace ; 
^d there goes a ftory, thaf one of them was 
fined by the magiftrates, becaufe the lad whom 
b? lov'd cried out effemm^tdy as he was fight- 
ing. 
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ing. So much in fafliion was this fort of love 
among them, that the mod flay'd and virtuous 
matrons would publickly own their pailions to 
a modeft and beautiful virgin. They lov'd them 
cither for their genius or difpofition : for one 
who had abuied any of their lovers was under 
difgrace all his life. 
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SOCRATES. 

I. ^OCRATES, the Athenian, ufed to fajr, 
^^ ** That, as the gods were beings moft 
^^ ** Gonfummately happy, by how much the . 
*^ nearer any man approach'd to a fimilitude with 
'^ them, he was by fo much the happier and bet* 
" ter man/' 

What could a Chriftian, were he to fubftitute 
one number for another, have faid more to the 
purpofe ? 

2. He would fay, ** That we fliould petition 
'' the gods for nothing but what was fimply good ': 
** tho' the pra£lice of moft people would feem to 
'* prefcribe to the Diety what they muft needs 
^^ hare, by praying for a great match, riches, 
" honours, power, and long life, as if they 

" themfelves 
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<< themfelves knew beft what was good and 
« not." 

3. Being told by a friend, that he had no 
made fufficient preparations for the reception a 
fome company that he expeded, be r^plied^ 
^' There is enough provided, if my qompan} 
*< are good : if not, there is too much.*' 

4. He would fay, " That hunger was the befi 
'^ fauce, in being the moft favoury, as well as 
•* the leaft expenfivc." 

5. He would fay, *« That thofe who cxercifed 
** continency and frugality, had a higher relifli of 
•* pleafure, and were lefs aiFe£^ed ^ith pain, 
*« than they who were the moft diligent and 
^^ aiHduous in the purfuit of delights and indul- 
'* gencies." 

6. He was fo accuftom'd to deny his appetite, 
when either hungry or thirfty, that coming home 
frequently from the place of excrcife, cover'd all 
over with fweat and dufti while his companiom 
inftantly drank with great eagernefs, he would 
never touch the firft bowl ; and being afk'd his 
reafon, would reply, '* That I may not learn a 
•' habit of indulging my affeflions." 

It may fometimes be injurious to drink when 
one happens to be a-dry. When appetite claims 
an indulgence, and reafon admoniflieth to abfti- 
nence, we (ball find it more to our account to 
obey the latter. 

7. The queftion was put to Socrates, by a frien^l 
of his. Whether he Ihould marry, or not ? The 
philofopber, being under petticoat government, 
excufed himfelf as no competent judge in the cafe. 
Well, fays the other, but tell me, as a wife man, 
and a friend, abftrafted from the prepofleffions 
of aa unfortunate huiband, What would you ad- 

vife 



look III. of SOCRATES. 119 

fife me to do ? *' Why then,*' fays Socrates, 
" to deal freely with you, If you marry, you'll 
f* repent.*^ Perhaps I may, fays t'other; but 
whzt if I do not marry ? " Why then," fays So- 
crates, '* you'll repent that way too.'* 

Meaning, that celibacy and marriage had their 
peculiar difadvantages annexed to them. Soli- 
tude, vi/2ntof children, heirs and reprefentatives, 
sre the conditions of the former iiate of life : 
perpetual folicitude, grounds of complaint, pri- 
vate quarrels, jcalouues, the uncertain event of 
children, and a thoufand other inconveniencies, 
are the conconcomitants of the latter. The 
choice is not here betwixt good and evil : but, 
of two evils^ the lefs inconvenient is to be fixed 
on. 

8. Being afk'd the reafon. Why, as he was 
the ableft politician in his country, he did not 
take the adminiftration of the government upon 
him ? he made anfwer, *' That a man was of 
*' greater fervice to his country, in training up 
'' feveral able politicians for managing the go- 
*^ vernment of the ftate, than was he himfelf to 
** govern it." 

9. He was wont to fay, *' That, confidering 
*^ no perfon, without much upcaft and reRe&ioa^ 
^^ beiides a detriment to his bufmefs, could make 
** profeffion of any handicraft whatever, which 
'^ he had not been taught and regularly bred to, 

it feem'd very abfurd, that public magiftrates 
fhould, without having ever (ludied, or been 
'^ in the leaft inftrufled in the difciplines necef- 
" farily requifite to their functions, be admitted 
" into fuch high offices and important trufts ; 
** when there is no man who would not be juftly 
*' exafperaled againft one that ihould undertake to 

*' manage 
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■** manage the helm, without having ever lean 
^< any thing of the art of fiiiling: yet much moi 
^* dreadful and detettible are their ignorance an 
<^ prefumption, who, being utter Arangers tope 
^ iitical pbilobphy, aflume the helm of govern 
" ment." 

Socrates did not think, that fuch as fhouli 
chowfe people out of either their plate or money 
even if they thought themfelves never capable o 
making rellitudon, were equally deferving tb( 
name of impoftors, as they are who aim, h) 
downright knavery, to perfwade a ftate, that 
they are fit for governing, when at the fame time 
they are men who know nothing of the matter. 
This lefibn feems more applicable to Chridian 
princes, magifirates and biihops, than to the 
Heathens. 

10. He would fay, " That there was no pof- 
** feffion more truly valuable, or produSive of 
*^ greater profit and pleafure, than a good andl 
<' faithful friend ; fo that it was prepofierous to 
•' regret the lofs of a little money more than the 
** lo(s of a friend : or to take to heart a fmali 
*' matter advanced in behalf of one, becaufeit 

happened to be a gratuity, notwithftanding , 
that, by the moiety, they may have made a 

*^ purchafe of a friend more valuable than all o- 

'' ther fecular advantages." 

11. He would further fay, upon the topic of 
friendfbip, ** That, as we would be more apt 
** to employ thofe ftatuaries, whofe fkill and iii- 
*' genuity have produced the moft elegant and 
** finiftied pieces of art, we would be careful 
*' to admit as friends thofe only whom we found 
^* had proved ufeful and faithful friends to o- 
" thers/' 

12, Alcibiadcs 
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12. Alcibiades was a man of excellent reafori- 
ng and difcourfe in private converfation, afnd of 
t ready wit enough between man and man ; but^ 
Krhenev«r he came to fpealc in public, fae was (6 
)ver-foHcttous what to fay, that he could hardly 
!peak at all. Thefe furprifes put him in fuch 
confufion, at a time that he was to harangue the 
people* that Socrates took the youth to tafk upon 
it. ** Alcibiades," fays he^ ** what do you find 
^^ in a taylor, or a (hoemaker, that you fliould 
** ftand in fnch awe of him ?" Why, nothing at 
all, fays the other : " Or in the crier of a court,'* 
fays he again? Every jot as little, fays the other t 
** Or, what's your opinion of a tent-maker^ and 
" tvyenty other trades that I could name ?" In 
truth, fays Alcibiades^ I think of them juft as I 
do of the reft. " Very good," fays Socrates, 
" and pray ye take notice now, that this is the 
" compofition of the people you have to do 
" withal. How comes it to pafs then, that 
** thofe inen that were fo defpicable one by one 
" fhould be fo confiderable together ?" 

This is equally the fame as if he had faid. 
That it don't fo much matter how great, as how 
[udictous the auditory you difcourfe. *Tis very 
ttrange, that we fhould revere their opinion fo 
Diuch when aflembled together in a body, whom 
vre would make very light of one by one ! 

Socrates, at an entertainment in Plato^s houfe, 
wonder'd at the brafs and confidence of Aga- 
thon, who, with fuch a prefence of mind, re- 
cited his tragedy before fo many thoufand audi^ 
tors : whereupon Agatbon faid, That he would 
Fooner fpeak before many more thoufands, than 
before one Socrates. *' Well, but," replies the 
other, ** even Socrates was among thefe thou- 

Vol. I. G " fands." 
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^ fands." 'Tis alTo very unaccountable, that i 
perfon you ftand in awe of fingly^ pafles unre* 
garded by you in a crowd. 

13. Socrates, feeing a certain man chaftiie 
Have with more fury and feverity than difcreti< 
atk'd him, What the poor fellow had done, tl 
he was punifh'd fo unmercifully? What? re- 
plies the other, he eats moft voractoufly, and h 
jit the fame time the moft idle villain upon eartb. 
*' Haft thou confider'd with thyfelf," replies 
Socrates, *' which of you two, for thefe very 
^ reafons thou haft ofier'd, deferves moft lafties?" 

It were to be wifti'd, that every man, as oA 
as he reprehended others, would interro^te him- 
self in the manner the philofopher did this man; 
and confider, whether or not he puniflieth anothei 
for what he forgives himfelf, if not of the fame 
nature and amount, very frequently for worfe and 
xnore grievous faults. 

i4« Some people having told Socrates, that 
they wonder'd why he always treated of morali- 
ty, and never once difcourfed upoti aftronomyj 
or the doctrine of meteors i he made anfwer, 
^^ Such things as are beyond our reach don't be- 
•' Jong to us.** 

15. Socrates hearing oiie exprefs agreatdefire 
of feeing the Olympic games, hut was frightened 
from igoing, becaufe of the tedious journey to 
Olympe, he tdd him, *' 'Tis but beftowing your 
*^ ordinary domeftic walks before dinner and fu(h 
*^ per, for five or iix days together upon the 
*^ journey, and you'll finifii it/' 

This ingenious matn intimates, that it is ima- 
gination, rather than the real pains we are at, df 
ters us from a laborious undertaking. Thus, ii 
a man> betit upon any laudable purpofe, was but 
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:o fancy once, and prepoflers himfelf witli the no- 
ion of the dangers, charges and fatigues that he 
s liable to, in order to attain bis end, be readily 
sxcqfes faimielf from atten^ting the deAgn, by 
ktradiog from die merits of the cauie, render- 
ipg the execution of the proje£b dangerous and 
ifopradicable^ by impofitions of his own forma« 
tion, and fuch as perhaps are no way confequent 
on the attempt. While we form all thefe gigan-^ 
tic bug^bears and chimeras as a bar to worthy 
anions and undertakings, it is matter of concern, 
that more labpur and expences are wafted upon 
bafe and fcandalous pra£lices. Thus it is, that 
ihofe urged to the ftudy of letters excufe their 
want of health and flcep, obje<^ the charges on 
^oob, when, in the interim, they (hall fit at dice^ 
er cards a whole night together ; drink them- 
fclves into a fever, gout, dropfy, or bleardnefe i 

^ff by whoring, contraA a palfy, or get the French 

pox. 

' 6, Some perfon meeting Socrates on the ftrcet, 
i)ut of wantonnefs gave him a kick on the breech ; 
vpon which thofe in company with the philofo*^ 
pher, afk'd him. How he could bear to let fuch 
an infult pafs unpuniihed ? ♦* What is it,'* fays 
Socrates, ** would you have me do?'* What 
have you do, anfwcred they, but fue the fellow. 
*' A fine ftory indeed,^ replies he, " that, if an 
^* afs was to kick me with his heel, you (hould 
" advife me to go to law with that afs/' 

He made fudi little difference between a 
l>ruti{h man and an afs, that he thought it abfurd 
^0 pafs iinpuniflied from a brute that which he 
i^ould call a man, little removed from one, to an 
account for* 

G a 17. Socrates^ 
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17. Socrates, having met another upon tin 
flreet, faluted him : but the Gentleman nevei 
feemed to take any notice of it His friends k 
^company, obfcrving what pafled, 4old the philo 
ibpher, who did not take it in Ae leaft amifi, 
^ That they were fo exafperated at the mam's ia* 
^ civility, that they liad a good jnind to relent it' 
But he very calmly made anfwer, '^ If you mei 
:*^ any perfon on the road, in a worfe habit m 
-^^ body than yourfelves, would you think that ym 
^^ had reafon to be enraged at him on that 
^« account ? If not, pray (then, what greater 
^< reafon can you have for being incens'-d at a 
*^ man of a worfe habit of mind than any d 

>' yourfelvesf" 

18. Socrates, being si&'d his opinion upon 
4be book of Heraclitus the obfcure, am(weredj 
•*^ Thofe things which I underftood were excd 
^' lent : I imagine fo were thofe I underftood not: 
*' but they require a diver of Delos/* 

ng. Socrates, viewing the great variety of mer 

4:antile goods that were ufually expofed to fale be< 

fore the door of his houfe, would break out intc 

4his foliloquy, " Good gods, how many thing! 

*' be there, that I ftand in no need of!** 

The relleiflions that generally affli£t and bar 
rafs the reft of mankind, are apt to break fortii 
into this foliloquy, < Good Heavens, bow man] 
> things I ftand in need of I' and certainly rh( 
xonftant tenor of them, runs in that manner : but 
the philofopher, living agreeably to the rules an<l 
di^^ates of nature, congratulated himblf upon 
contemplating that his neceffities wer« fo few. 
For gold, purple, gems, ivory, courts, and fudi 
like fumptuous and coftly implements, that attend 
,iipon luxury and riches, be neither cared for, noi 
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ood in need of, and was frequently beard fay^ 
^ That fuch oriraments were better fuited to de- 
^ corate theatrical entertainments, than to ferve 
' the neceCary ufes or advantages of humaiv 
^ life." 

20. He ufcd to fay, " That that man bore the 
' greateft femblance to the gods, who required 

* leaft, and contented liimfdf with the feweft 

* neceflaries and eonveniencies^ in regard the 
' gods needed nothing at all." 

The common opinion is, that the rich, on 
iccount there are no bounds to their pleafures 
ind fupeifluities,. are the neareft allyed to the 
gods. 

21 . He was wont to lay, ** That thofe, who 
^* would^ with a good appetite, eat bread alone^ 
'* required no meat^ and that they who could re« 
'* liih any kind of drink, would not vehemently 
*' long for a glafs of any thing befides what they 
^* bad always ready at hand*" , 

. 22. He told Euclid, an eminent ftudent in 
controverted and deceitful Feafbnings^ ** Sir," 
lays he, ** you know fo well how to converfc 
** with fopbiiters, that you can't converfe with 
« men." 

Intimating, that thefe vain philofophers were 
unfit for a public employ : which whoever aim'd 
to fuftain, muft not trifle with idle riddles and 
fyllogifms ^ but muft fuit himfelf to the manner 
and uiage of men." 

23. He maintained, '* That Knowkdge was* 
^^ our ultimate Good ; and, on the contrary, that 
** Ignorance was the greateft Evil : becaufe that 
" whoever committed a breach of property, tref^ 
" pafs'd thro* ignorance of the duty that enjoins- 
'* us^ to let every nfian have his own« and that 

G 3 '* fucli 



126 The ApopHTHBeMs Book IIF. 

'* fuch as were afiuated by the principles of for- 
** titude, purfued it with no other view, than be- 
♦* caufe they knew that thofe things were worthy 
** their purfuit, which the vulgar cfteem'd dread- 
*' ful end terrible : and laftly, that the intempe- 
** rate err only in this, that they think thofe 
** things moft productive of honour and pleafure, 
** which have no manner of connexion with ci- 
<* ther." l^berefbre he concluded that a diftinft 
true knowledge of fuch duties as are due to 
every individual man from another ; or fuch 
things as are the real objects worthy our pur- 
fuit and averfion,. is our ultimate good« 

24. Socrates bearing, a certain man that, in 
dlfcourfe about Antifthenes the philofopher, faid, 
by way of farcafiti upon him, * That his mother 
^ was a woman of Thrace,, and a Barbarian, 
< tho* bis father was an Athenian, in confe* 
^ quence of which he mufl be of a mongrel 
* breed/ " What?" fays he, ** do you ittia- 
5* gine that fuch an illuftrious man as Antifthc* 
** nes would be the offspring, of parents both 
<* Athenians?-* 

^ He animadverted upon the profligate dcgene- 
xicy of the Athenians, which was arrived to that 
pitch of corruption, that it might be thought an 
eminent good man would rather be btM-n and edu- 
cated by a barbarous Thracian, or Scythian wo- 
fnan, than an Athenian : fo that,, if Antiflhencs 
inherited by generation any remarkable probity of 
morals, h^ would have derived it from his mo- 
ther. 

25, He maintained, *• That quiet was the moft 
*• valuable pofleffion.'* 

By quiet, he did not mean idlenefs or floth;. 

Init a freedom &om the tumultupus cares of the 

' worlds 
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jorld, and a quiet tranqaillity of mind, void of 

K impetuonties of lufts and vicc». 

( 26. Laertius attributes this faying to him, 

f To begtny is to have half-done/' 

: There are fom^ who confume all their lives 

poilponing and deliberating matters. 

27. This following feems to be his moft cele-^ 
k'ated common faying, ^^ That the only thing 
'* he knew was^ That he knew nothing." 

Some will have it that this was faid on his be- 
ing pronounced by the Oracle of Apollo, The 
wifeft man in Greece ; and that it was fpoke idr 
this manner, ** There is nothing in me/' fays 
he, " to verify the Oracle, except this. That I 
*^ know that I am not wife ; and that the reft 
** are not wife, but don't know it/' 

This faying was a fufiicient teftimony of his 
modefty, as well as honefty ; while the irony re- 
proved the arrogance of otbiers, who made public 
profeffion of knowledge, when, in reality, they 
knew nodiiog. The fophifters openly declared, 
that Ihey could explain 01 anfwer extempore any 
fubjcd propounded. 

28. King Archelaus, having invited Socrates to 
come and live along with himfelf, made him large 
offers and promiles : but he returned for anfwer,^ 
^' That he fliould not like to come and live witlv 
*' any man, from whom he might receive fa- 
^« vours, to which he could never make a fuita- 
^ ble return.'^ 

Seneca difproves of this leffon, faying, * That 

* a philofopher,by teaching a contempt for riches, 

* beftows a more valuable prefent, than all the 

* money he can'^receive.' 

29. oome perfon having complained to him,, 
that be himfelf was nothing the better for his 
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travels, Socfates told him, '^ *Tis no woaden, 
•* for you traveird alone.'* 

Moft people think, that by travelling into fo- 
reign countries, they may pick up wifdom: but 
It is the company and converiation of wife men 
that beget wifdom, and not the travcrdng of feas 
^nd mountains. Horace, in like manner, ex- 
cidims againft this opinion^ 

Coelum non animum mutant, qui trans mare 
currant. 

^* If they, who through the vent'rous oceaa 

range, 
<' Not their own paffionsi but the climate 

change.'* 

Francis^. 

30. H& advifed the youth, now and thtn^ 
•* To confiilt their glafs, that, in cafe they were 
*^ men of more than ordinary perfonal beauties, 
^* they ihould be careful, to do nothing unworthy 
** fuch an elegant accomplifhment : if, on the 
^^ contrary^ they wanted the benefit of a hand- 

ibme appearance, they ihould. ftudy to .maks 
up for that difadvantage, by a due cultivation 

^^ of their genius, and by the beauty and probity 

*' of their morals " 

3 1 . He would fey, " That many lived to no 
** other end, than to eat and drink ; but that be 
** ate and drank, that he might live : becaufe 
** thofe things were not merely deflgned for our 
*' pleafure, but that we were conflituted with an 
*^ inclination for them, only becaufe they were 
^* ntceilarily fubfervient to the fupport'of our 
" nature." As the fatyrift exprefles it : 

Noi\ 
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Non vivas ut edas, fed edas ut vivenc poffisk 
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52. Socrates was woAt to fay, *^ That fuch a» 
gave credit to the ignorant n>ultitude behaved 
in like manner as one that defpifed and made 
light of a coin of fmall value ; but would greed i-^ 
ly receive and catch at a great deal of that 
« coin/' 

Tho' one would not foon rely upon the judgr 
ment or credit of one Angle perfon ; yet he car» 
truft a crowd of the fame kind : their number 
does not matter fo much as their quality. Coun« 
terfeitcd pieces, let there be never fuch a quanti- 
ty of them together, are all the time but a heap^ 
of counterfeited monejr. This was aimed againiW 
the dependence on a plurality of witnefles, and a^ 
gainft the judgment of the rabble. 

53* i£fchines, defirous to become adifciple of 
&>cratea, modeftly pleaded his poverty, faying, 

* That it was matter of no fmall coAcern to him^^ 

* when the reft of Soerates's friends were more^ 
^ jich, and could expend libeca%, he had nothing- 

* lo offer him but himfelfv' ** Don't you mind, 
'• Sir," fays Socrates, ** what a great prcfent 
** you make me, unleis you perhaps value your- 
*^ felf at too fmall a rate ? if that be the cafe, it . 
** (hall be my concern to return you better than* 
** I received you.'* 

34. Being told, That a certain- man fpoke ilt 
of him, he fays, *^ 'Tis becaufe he has not learnt^ 
*' yet to fpeak well.'* 

The goodpnatur'd man*, attributing the obtbqu3r 
^0 the infirmity of ignorance, rather than malice,, 
^id not think it any concern of his, what they 
fliould (ay about him, who fgoke more from 
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a habit of detradion, than, from found judg- 
ment. 

35. Whea it was told- him, • Socrates, the 

• Athenians have condemned you to <fie,* ie re- 
plied, *« And Nature them/' 

36. He faid to his wife Xantippe, as (he wept 
over him> crying out, * Ahs ! mj dearimftand, 

* that you (hould thus die imxocetnly. **** What,'* 
my dear, fays he, *^ would you chufe rather I bad 
"** died guilty ?*' 

The death of good men is the left- to be la- 
mented, on account they die undefervedly : 2>ut 
their cafe is moft lamentable who die for bad 
deeds.; in as much as it is a more wretched flate 
to deferve, than to fufFer puniOiment. 

37.. The day appointed for Socrates to drink 
poifon, Apolbdorus, to comfort hinv ofier'd him 
a prefent of a gown of great value to die in : but 
refufing to accept of it, he excufed himfelf in 
thefe terms: ••What-?" feys he, ** won't this 
"•* gown, which ferv'd my purpofe while I liv'd, 
** be good enough forme when dead? "^ 

Reproving the vain ambition of fome people 
who are fo wonderfully defirous of being whar 
they call' honourably and fplendidly interr'd. 

3 8 . Socrate9,.obrerving Antiflhenes, the Cynic, 
fovain of wearing an old tattered mantle,, all wore 
to rags, that he took every opportunity of turning 
hiipfblf about, in order the more to expofe the 
rents of it, he fays, ^* Sir, I fee iStiy vanity thro* 
^^ the holes upon thy mantle.'* 

Elegantly indnuatingj that to pride one's felf 
upon the meannefs of his.drefs, was a. lower am- 
bition, than that of valuing himfelf upon the richr 
ne(s or elegancy of it : and I (bould wifh. there 
were not too n»any Ancifihenefes^ wfaodenomi- 
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jiate themfelves Chriftians, that conceal more 
pride under a patch'd, fordid, dirty garb, tbaa> 
other xich men do in their filks and cambricks. 

39* Being told. That fome people were verf 
bufy witU his chara£ler, infomuch that folks 
wonder'd bow he would not be moved, at hearing 
himfelf fo loaded with calumny and reproach, be 
replied., '^ What ? if fuch matters as they alledge 
^^ are no properties of mine, they don't in the 
*^ leaft'cenfure, or Calumniate me." 

The greateft part of the world zve irritated, to^ 
think that they are innocently flandered : but 
when good men hear themfelves afpers'd, the/ 
think they have rather reafon to congratulate 
themfelves, that they are free of thoTe vices laid 
to their charge ; nor do they put any other in- 
terpretation upon the matter, as touching them, 
than if by over-fight any body was to call PlafiO" 
by the name of Socrates, and to revile Socrates ^ 
^\U he did not revile Plato,^ but the perfon he 
miftook for Plato. 

40, Ancient comedy was wont to point outr 
by name and firname fuch of the citizens whcfe 
manners were reprefented by thofe chara<3ers they 
thought proper to ftigmatize. While moft peoples 
dreaded thefc freedoms,. Socrates would fay, 
" That fuch a praSife was expedient, infomuclv 
'' as all, being acquainted with it, might fubmi& 
** themfelves to this cenfure ; and, being juftly 
" reprehended,, they fhould take care to mend 
^^ their manners, by the admonition of the ftage^ 
** in which cafe comedy might be a publ c bene— 
" fit : on the other hand, that the banter did 
*• not belong to fucfh as were falfely charg'd." 

41. Xantippe rattled Socrates fo long ii> the 
houfe, that, being teafed with her noify tongue,, 
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he went out, and fat down before the door. She 
was fo much the more irritated at the calm and 
itnconcern'd behavtour of her huf&and, that (be 
run up flairs, and emptied the chamber-pot upon 
him, out at the window. Socrates, obferving 
thofe that pafled along the ftreets very mer- 
ry upon the matter, faid fmiling, *' I readily 
*^* guefs'd, that after fo much thunder wc ihould 
" have fome rain." 

42. Alcibiades told Socrates, That lie won- 
' def *d how he could bear fuch an everlafting fcold 

zs Xantippe in one houfe with htm-. He replied, 
** I have fo accuftom'd myfelf with thisduttery 
^' that it now offends me no more than the rat- 
**■ tlmg norfe of thefc carts that carry the water 
^* along the ftreets/* 

This kind of noife is exceeding troublefome to 
thofe that are not ufed to hear it : but a perfon 
accuftomed to fuch rattling, is fo far from being 
molefied with it, that he is altogether infenfibie 
of it. 

43. Alcfbiades di(courfing with hitn*at another 
time upon the fame topic, and in much the fame 
manner : '* Alcibiades,"^ fays Socrates, " don't 

♦■ ** you bear with the noife of clucking hens in^ 
'* your houfe ?"' Yes, replies the other, I da> 
but then thefe.'hens lay eggs,, and bring- forth 
chickens far me. *' Very well," fays Socra- 
tes, ** and my wife Xantippe brings^ me 
** children." 

44. Some think that hemaintained two wives, 
Myrto and Xantippej, both remarkable fcolds. For 
this reafon fome perfons fignified to him^ that they 
wonder'd he did not turn a couple of fuch intolera- 
ble (hrews out of doors. " No," replies he, **^for 
** ikey at home teach me patience^ which! (ball 
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have occafion to put in pradice how oft I ga 
abroad ; Co that, being weH difciplih*d by them» 
^* I ihall be the more capable to encounter o* 
** thers/' 

45* Xantippe was once fo tranfported wkH 
rage agairrft her hufband, that fhe tore his mantle 
from off his back, upon the public ftreets : where- 
upon his friends told him, that he ought to ^lye 
{ler a bandibme licking bout for fuch ufege of him*^ 
*' Ay, a diarming piece of fport for you» in* 
«< deed," fays Socrates, '* that, if (he and I were 
** buffeting one another, ^you- might in your 
**^ turns animate us on to the combat ; while one 
** cried out. Well done Socrates ; and the other^ 
^« Welt hit ^Cantippe.** 

*Tis in thefe terms that fpeSators generally a- 
nimate two combatants : but this wife man chofe 
rather to be a pattern of patience and forbearance, 
than to exhibit the ridiculous fpe6lacle of a huf* 
band and wife fighting together. 

46. Socrates, meeting Xenophon. in (bme nar-^ 
row alley, and knowing that be muft be a very 
ingenious young man, put his ftick a-crofs -the 
way^ that the lad might not pafs along ; and then 
afk*d him, * What part of the town it was, that 
*^ a young fellow might purchafe every thing ni- 

* ceflfary to equip himfelf out in the molt fafiiion- 

* able and elegant tafte !** Xenophon readily an- 
f\vering, he afk'd again, 'Where it was, that a 
' young man might be made a better man ?* The 
youth, fbmewhatfurprifed at fiich a queftion, an^ 
fwer*d. He did not know: upon which Socratea 
£iy$, ** Follow me, and* you (hall^ know that too.'* 

He thought it very unaccountable for a man 
to be acquainted with the feveral places where a 
hand&nie fuit of ciotbesj 01^ a good glafs of wine 
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might be badt while,, at the fame time, ignorani 
where it was the mind might be well cultivated 

47* A certain rich man fent his (on to Soai* 
ttSf in order to judge of bis genius. His peda- 
gogue, haying introducjed. the youtb, fays, *5oj 
* craites, his rather fent this young naaa by mej 
*onpurpofe that you might (ee him.' *^ Very 
«• wdl,*' replies the philofopher, " Come, young 
^ mao,*^ coatioues he^ *< fpeak up, that I may 
« fee thce/^ 

Meaning^ that ibc genius of a man does not 
appear fo much in his fece, as it does in his fpeech; 
for that is the fureft and moft infallible ouj^ror of 
the mind« 

48. The day on which Socrates was to drink 
the poifonous draught, after his fetters were 
knock'd c^y. he felt a moft ex^iilte pleafure in 
rubbing his leg» : upon whi<^ he fays to his 
fi-iends, *' How wonderfully is it ordered by na- 
^ ture, that pleafure and pain ihould by turns 
^< fucceed one another ! for, if pain had not pre- 
*< ceeded, I (hould not have felt this fucceffionof 
« pleafure." 

49* As the jail-officer was mixing the hemlock 
into the fatal cup, Socrates afk'd bim. How the 
potion muft be taken ? ^ as undoubtedly^' (ajs 
he, * you muft-be vers'd in your own profeffion j' 
alluding to the fick, who are direAed by the pby- 
ficians, when, and in what manner they are to 
lake their prefcriptions. The man told him, 
That,, if pofliblei he muft f^^allow it at one 
draught, and afterwards walk about the room 
for fome time, till once he perceived bis iegs 
iiez'd with a deadly numbnefs ; then that he 
IQuft ftretch himfelf on the bed^ when the potion 
would operate as ufual. Socrates then afk'd, * if 
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ht mig^ not pour out any .of it in libattion ?' as> 
was the maimer at their feaflv^ potrn outa finali* 
quantity of the wine m^ libation to (bme god : the- 
officer aiifwep'd. That he had made up no morr 
than the quantity iatarely neceififry for a dranght. 
^ But ftilV' fays Sooratea^ ^' I may be permit- 
^< ted tot>ethioa tbe gods 6x apto^erous and 
'* lucky change of abode." 

50. CritD vebomendy lU'ged, that^ fiippofing 
death might be indifferent to himfei^ as well for 
tilt fake c^ his fri^sds, as on account of bis ten- 
der children that depended upon htm, beihould 
not negled to ufe all the means in his power to 
prolong a life fo ufeful and valuabk. He made 
anfwer, *^ God, who beftowed children on me, 
" will bimielf provide for them ; and as for my 
<' friends,, I {ball, after I go hence>, either find 
*^ better, or fuch other friends as you are i nor 
** will I long want your tcompany, fince you. 
*^ (hall all follow foon. after me to the fame places 
« of abode/* 

5 1 • When the officer, as he was going to exr 
pire, told him, that hb lungs were already cold 
and motlonkfs, he called out to Crito, *^ Re- 
** member, my friend,'* faid he,. " that we owfr 
^ a cock to ^fculapius,. which debt you mud 
**^ not n^leS to pay." 

Juft as if he had recovered from a fit of ill- 
nels ! Such was the native pleafantaefs^ the uni- 
exhauftible fund of humour this gceat man w^s 
poflefs'd of^ that he retained this dexterous faculty 
even in his laft moments : for they tell, that thefe 
were his Ikft words. 

J2, He ufcd to fay, ** That lovers of one's per- 

" Ton wene like phyficians, who were always 

^ wanting fomewhat, and as oft importunately 
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*< urging fomewhat.'' Again, << That thofe wiu^ 
*^ were rather friends than lovers, were like fuch 
*< as cultivated their own proper foil, and ufei 
*< all diligence to better and enrich it." 

A lover purfues the means of gratifying bis 
pleafure : but a friend, without any view to bim- 
ielf, accounts k his advantage, in proportion as 
be can benefit his friend. 

53* Socrates, at a feaft, happened to give an 
acquaintance of his own a very fevere rebuke in 
face of the company : wherepon Plato (ays* 

* Were it not better that you had reproved him 

• for 'that in private ? * To which Socrates re- 
plied, ^* And would not you do better to re- 
** prove me for that in private V* 

He very finartly charged Plato with reproving 
another for that fault he was guilty of by his re- 
proof. 

54* A'phyfiognomi{(,whoprofefs'd, that, from | 
the outward features of the face, and habit of the 
body, he could ailign the inward difpofition of 
any man to a degree of certainty, feeing Socra- 
tes, pronounced him fiupld, ignorant, effemi- 
nate, drunken, and addi£led to the unnatural 
love of boys» Whereupon the philofbpher's 
friends were fo enrag'd, that they threaten'd the 
mati, and vow'd to puniOi him as an impoftor : 
fcut Socrates reftrain'd them, faying, ** The 
*^ man is no way miftaken ; for I &ouId have 
^* been juft (tich another peribn as he defcrib'ili 
** if I had not train'd myfelf up by the precepts 
** of philofophy/* 

55. Socrates, meeting Euthydemus by acci- 
dent, took him home to fup with him. After 
Ibme converfation pafied at fupper, Xantippe, 
Parting up in a paiBon, and finding that all the j 
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ibufive and fcurrilous language (he ceuld vent 
ipon her hufband would not in the leaft difcom- 
>ofe him, (he overthrew the table upon him. 
i£uthydemus, being vaftly difturb'd at this rude 
behaviour, rofe up to go away : but Socrates^ 
taking hold of hioi) fays, '^ What is the matter? 
'^ Euthydemus, I remember when the like ac« 
'' cident happenM at your houfe, a$ a hen flew 
'* over our heads, and aUghted on the' table^ 
^' which intlantly overfet, that I was not angry 
** on that account." 

56. Being afk'd. What fhould be efteem'd as 
the principal virtue in young men ? he made an- 
Twer, " Not to be too adventurous." 

The heat of youth is fa very apt to run out 
Into violence and excefs, that oftentimes they are 
with much a-do reftrained from committing rafh 
and inconfiderate adions. 

57. He thought, that letters, which moft people 
imagine were ia^nted to affift the memoryy much 
impaired it/ 

Men formerly, if they had any thing worth rc»- 
taining, inftead of books, infcrib'd it on their 
minds. The memory, improved by this exer- 
cife, eafily retain*d whatever was committed to 
it ; by which means each had his ftock of know^ 
ledge, upon oceafion, ready at hand. Since the 
invention of writing, they truft all to paper, and 
don't in the leaft ftudy to imprint on their me- 
mories any thing they h^ve learn'd* From this 
negle^ of the memory proceeds the defeA.of 
knowledge, its turning lefs lively, and not more 
univerfal, in as much as the extent of it is con- 
taln'd in the multitude of^ obje£b impcefs'd on 
our memory^ 

58. Whco 
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58. When the time fix'd for Socrates's dea 
drew nigh, Crito alk'd him. In what manner hi 
fhould inclne to be buried ? ^< I fee, my friend," 
fays he, ^^ that I have labour*d^ a long time ti 
•* little purpofe ; fori have not yet convinced mj 
*^ CritOy that I fhall fly hence, and that no part of 
*' me fhall remain behind : but yet, my friend, 
*' if thou can'ft purfue me, or find me anj 
•• where, why, bury me jtifl as you think pro- 
^* per ; but beUeve me, not one of you, fo hon 
•< as I fet out, 'will purfue me." 

Socrates underflood, that the mind conflituted 
the man 3 and that the body was nothing other 
than the inflr ument or receptacle of the mind : 
for which reafon it mufl argue great folly to be 
cver-folicitous about the manner ip which we 
0)all be buried. 

59. He ufed to fay, ** That death was likes 
** profound deep, or long peregrination*" 

A more than ordinary deep fleep locks up aO 
the fenfes : the mind fometimes totally abandoot 
the body, and yet returas again to ils former ba- 
1>katioii. 

60. He would frequently fay, " That, if att 
*^ the calamities winch anefk every individual 
^* man on earth were to be colle£ted into on« 
** body, and equal portions of d)at miM collec- 
^' tion were diftributed td every man; that then, 
^* in fuch a cafe, each would fooner chufe to pi^^ 
^^ up with his former fhare of miferies, than witb^ 
** an equivalent of the common ftore." 

This fentiment feems to differ much from th( 
common humour of mankind, who envy the cif- 
cumflances of others^ while each deplores bis ow» 
p^ticular &te,'* 

61. He 
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'^ 6i. He would inculcate for a rule ef Ue^ 
^ That pleafures were nothing elfe than Sirens, 
^ that) in the courfe of life, muft be pafled by 
** thofe who haflen to vHlt virtue as their 
** countFy." 

Atluding to Ulyfles, who fealed bis ears with 
mx, while he failed paft the Sirens to viiit 
Kthaca. 

62. Being aik'd, If he did not think Arche* 
laus, the fon of Perdiccas, an haf)py mortal, on 
account he was efteem'd a moft valiant man f 
be made anfwer, ^* I don't know that ; for I ne- 
** ver difcourfed him.'* The other fays. By 
fiich an objection, yon mtgfac doubt whether 
or not the King of Perfia was happy. ** Why 
** not ?** rcpKes he, *' when I don't know that 
^ he is either a learn'd or good mam/* 

Socrates rated the happinels of every individuate 
in proportion to the genuine endowments of the 
taind. 

63. Ariftippus, being the firft fcbolar ct So^ 
crates who made a trade of his profeffion, fent,. 
^t t4 Ae frofks and perquifites he ^maTs'd 
tiiereby, twenty pounds, as a prefent to bts pre- 
reptor : but Soeraftes inftantly retura'd the mo- 
tley) with this mefiag6» ^* That his genius would 
^* not permit him to accept of k.'* 

Socrates would (^, * That an efpedal demon 
' attended him, by whom he was pn^ibked, by a. 
^ fecret fignal or impulfe, from any difboneft ac- 
^ tion.' I prefume this genius muft have been 
Keafon. He however very genteelly infinuated 
to Ariftippus, that he did not approve of his con- 
verting the da^rrnes of philofophy to a trafiic for 
laifmg of moneyy which, he pejeAed on that ae- 

count* 
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couBt, as much as if it had been facrilegiouil/ 
come by. 

64. He gave in precept^ *' That the me» 
** ought to live in fubje£tion to the laws of their 
•• country : but the women were td rubje£l them- 
<* felves to the difcretion of the men they lived 
« with," 

The hufband who lives a-right, if he aSs in 
conformity to the laws of his country, is the 
ftandard of action for his wife. 

65. Having dream'd, that a certain perfon ac- 
cofted him thus in the^nguage of Homer, 

The third day hence fball Phthia greet jrour 

fiuK 

PoPi. 

He told iEfchinus> <^ On the third day hence 
«« I Audi die.*" 

* 

. He took this verfe of Homer for an oracbf 
and the event verified his interpretation. Phtbii 
was the country of Achilles, and his friends per* 
fwaded Socrates to fly for refuge to Theflalyj 
becaufe he had feveral good friends there. 

66. He is reported to have curs'd the m A wh^ 
firft disjoined Utility and Nature. 

He terms Nature that rule or meafure of bo* 
nefty implanted in us by the Creator. 

67. Socrates was wont to fay> *' That as no 

<' converfation can be obtained from the deadi 

'^ fo, in like manner, • can no ben^fadion be tx- 

^^ peded from an avaritious man.'' 

As 
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As the dead are either dumb or troublefomo 
with refpe£k to us, fo a covetous man-denies what 
is afk'd him; or complies with the receiver, un- 
happily for him, in regard 'tis given with an un« 
Friendly intention. 

68. Seeing once an illiterate man, but at the 
fame time one that was prodigiously rich, he fays, 
<( Behold the gilded Have." 

An ignorant man is a flave to his paffions, as 
well as to his poficffions. 

69. Seeing, at another time, a man that fpent 
profufely, and much beyond his income, he fays, 
*< A mifchief take thee, for making the Virgin 
<' Graces common ftrumpets/' 

70. He would often fay, ^* That he fancied 
*< the gods laugh'd at the vain anxious cares of 
*< maxiSitnd ; fedmg that, when the enjoyment of 
<« all their acquidtions was but a fmall portion, 
<' nay a moment of time, they fhould notwith- 
" ftanding be fo very folicitous and careful of the 
<^ conveniencies of their condition.'* 

Men bttfile and concert with fuch ftudy and 
tuiRultueus concern of bufmefs, as if their ftay 
here was of a long duration, nay was even per- 
petual. 

71. Being a(k*d. Why he wrote no books? 
** Becaufe then," fays he, ** paper would run at 
** a higher price to fuch as will write." 

Socrates never» wrote any thing, judging the 
multitude of books in the world an obftacle to 
ftudents in their diligent difquifitions after wif* 
dom. 

ARISTIPPUS. 
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ARi$TiPi*U8, the fcbohr of SpcrateSf being 
the philofopher that, for dexterity of wit> 
habit of life, courteoufoefs as weU as pleafaatneft 
of fpeech, altbo* he did not maintaia that hn&iti 
of morals Socrates was admirable for, maybe 
juftly in coutfe and order {daced the ii(»ct to 
him. 

7u There was a kind of antlpadiy betwixt 
him and Diogenes the Cynic, becaufe of their 
different habits of Ufe. Diogen^, on account 
that Ariftippus paid bis court to Dionyfius ty< 
rant of SicUf , would <:aU htm ^ the Royal Dog.' 
Ariftippus repartee'd, ^* If Diogenes knew how 
^* to oblige Kings, he had not fed upon bitter 
** herbs.*' To which Diogenes recriminates, 

* If Arifiippus had learn'd to cootent himfelf with 

* bitter herbs, he would not be a King's dog-' 

73. Dionyfius fent him three conculunes that 
were great beauties, defirtng him to dtufe for 
himfelf the woman he liic'd beft of the three* 
He, having viewM the ladies, fays, ^^ It is not 
'* fafe being a Paris, in preferring one to tbe 
«< reft :*' fo handing them out to the door, h( 
difmifsM tbem» not lefs, prepared to iflight, than 
to carefs them« 

74, Being aik'd. What benefit be reap'd from 
the ftudy of phiiofophy ? he anfwer '4, ** That I 
♦* can talk freely to anyohe." 

. He did not fear the high, nor difdain the low 
part of mankind, on account his mind was 
wrapped up in neither hope or fear : nor wouH 

heferve or humour any man, olherwife than was 

juftifiable 
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Lifiifuble by the (entiments of a mind void of all 
>ias and prejudice. 

75. The queftion being put by Dionyfius to 
^riftippus. What fuperior excellency the philo- 
bpher had over other men ? he made anfwer, 
'* If aU laws were abolifli'd, the philofopher 
^ wotdd ftill live irrepreheniible." 

'Tis by the precepts of the law that the mob 
ure bound up to their duty : but a philofopher» 
regarding Rcaibn as Law, does not ad equitably^ 
or otberwife, barely by virtue of the legal pre- 
cept, but becaufe he knows the one is right and 
eligible, on its own account, and the other) for 
the like rtsSoo^ fliameAil and deteftible. 

76. Being s^'d. In what refped the Learn'd 
dilFer'd from the Ignorant ? he replied, ^' In 
^^ what? but in that which the train'd differ 
" the wild horfes." 

Juft as the untam'd horfes are unfit for any 
manner of fervice, becaufe of their ignorance and 
fiercenefs; fo thofe who are led by their afFe6lion$« 
which philofophy only can regulate^ are unfit for 
any of the focial habits of life. 

77. Dionyfius telling him, that it was a ftrange 
thing, that philofophers fo much frequented rich 
men^s houfes, when, on the contrary, the rich fo 
feldom vifited the philofophers, he laid, *^ The 
^^ reafon is plainly this, that philofophers know 
** what they themfelves fiand in need of : but the 
" rich do not.*' 

Philofophers know that there is no living with* 

out money ; on which account they afic fuch as 

can fupply them : but, if the rich underftood €« 

qually well that they ftand in need of wifdom, 

they would find they had much greater reafon to 

frquent (he houfes of philofophers, in as much as 

the 
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die poverty of the mind is much more wretchet 
and calamitous, than that of the body ; and tfa( 
poverty of the rich, in this refpect, is ftill thd 
moremiferable, as they don't underftand howva» 
luable and neceflary a pofleffion they want. 

78. Both Plato and Ariftippus refided at one 
and the fame time at the court of Dionyfiu^. 
While the latter lived up to all the deliaicies and 
fplendour of that court, the former was more ab* 
flemious, and, in the midft of regal luxury, en- 
deavoured to maintain a philofophic frugality. 
Having therefore reprehended Arifiippus for his 
indulgencies, Ariftippus afk'd him, ** Whether 
*^ he did not think Dionyfius a good manf" 
Plato anfwering in the affirmative, ** Well," 
replies he ; ^* and yet he lives much more fump- 
** tuoufly than I do." 

79. He ufed to fay, ** That it was better be* 
** ing a beggar, than being ignorant ; for that the 
*^ one only wanted money, bqt that the other 
** wanted humanity." 

Notwithftanding one may want money, he may 
flill be a man; but one without learning is not a 
man : befides, he who wants money may beg it; 
but one in want of wifdom follicits no body for 
it. 

80. Being once fet upon by a foul-mouth'd 
fello^^, and treated with a vail deal of abufive 
language, he filently withdrew : but the railer 
purfuing him, fays, as he was going away, 
What do you fly for? '* Becaufe," fays he, 
•• That tho' you can utter fo much fcurrility* 
" I can't abide to hear it.** 

He bitterly check'd the impudence of that 
man who would afTume to himfelf the privi- 
lege ^f reviling, and not at Icaft yield him 

the 



Bookllf. of ARISTIPPUS. 145 

the privilege of taking himfelf out of the hearing 
rfit. 

Si. A certain man, bellowing againfl: philofo- 
phers, among feveral other fevere reflections, fald, 
' That he obfcrv'd rich men's houfes always be- 
' fet by them:* upon which Ariftippus told him» 
" That though phyiicians frequent the habita- 
^^ tion$ of the iick, yet there was no man who 
*^ would not chufe to be a phyfician rather than 
« be fick/' 

He very knowingly retorted the blemt& thrown 
upon the philofophers. The.philofophers preach" 
up happineis, which they appropriate to the wife 
only : but ftill inculcate their doClrine on the 
rich ; becaufe, on account of their lu>curious and 
<lelicate living, they are more vain and corrupted, 
and ftand in jgreater need of the precepts of wif« 
dom. A philoibpher is the phyftcian of diftem- 
per'd minds : yet none will pretend to fay, that 
the phyfician is riot better off than the diftem- 
per'd, 

Bz. Ariftippus hearing a certain man boaf^i^ 
that he was an univerfal feholar, infomuch that 
he had ihtdietl all arts and fciences, he fays, '* Juit 
" as thofc who cat and purge mofl, are not more 
** healthy than they who eat and purge mode-' 
** rately ; fo it is not fuch as read and ftudy moft»' 
" but fuch as ftudy the moft ufeful fciences, that' 
** are the moft learned/' 

He judicioufly reprehends thofe, who, by an 
immoderate and irregular reading, furfeit their 
minds with fuch crudities as can never digeft'^ nor 
\nk through to the underftanding^ but fwim up- 
on the memory ; and for which they (hall neither 
be the better, nojc the ^lore learned, 

V^KI. H « 3. Being 
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83. Being fued upon an a£Uon of trefpafs, tht 
advocate who pleaded for him, having gained hia 
poiot^ fays, by way of eminence, preferring his 
•own pro/effion to pbilofophy, ^ Ariiiippus, what 
•have you profited by Socratesi' " This,''* re- 
.plies he, ** That all that long oration thou haft 
^^ with fuch eloquence (poke to dear me^ is, in 
** every jot and title, true." 

The orator defended an innocent good man : 
but that he was fuch a man as the orator repre* 
iented him, was owing to Socrates^ who taught 
him his phitofophy. A pkader does not make a 
<nian a good man -, but endeavours, let him never 
be fuch a bad man, to fet him forth in this light 
-to the judges : whence the excellency of the philo- 
fopher appears beyond that of the orator. 

84. A rich citizen of Athens defuing the phi- 
lofopher to tell him. How much he muftgivej 
him to infiru<3 his fon ? Arifiippus aik'd him 
Five hundred drachmas. ' How V (aid the Athe- 
nian ; * I could purchafe, man, a (lave for a lefs fum 
* Xhan that.' " Do foy^' anfwer'd Ariftippus; 
^* and then thou (halt have Two.'* ] 

He wittily reproaches the prepoflerous, though 

<ommon condud of the world, who are never 

•more griping and parfimonious, than in the edu- 

x:atioo of their children, and expend more libe- 

^lly in training their horfes than their fons. I 

B 5 . Dionv fius afk'd him once for a ledure upon 
phitofophy; xa which he was not only backward, 
but ufed all means in his power to decline it: 
.which the King obferving, infifted upon one. 
At length Ariftippus told him, " That it was 
*' very ridiculous in his majefly to de(irc him to 
^< treat upon a fubjed^ when at the fame ti/ne 

" hit 
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' his majefty cRdated to Hm when be ought to 

* treat upon it.'* 

'Tis a property efleptial to a philofopher, to 
mow the time when it is proper to handle his 
iibje£k, as well as the time when it is improper. 
Soever defires a philofophicaldifcourfe, declares 
hat he wants to be taught of the philofopher : 
gain, whoever aifigns the time the fubjeS is to 
le treated of, feems to be better learned than the 
)hilofophcr, becaufe he knows better the time it 
hould be done. The King refented this anfwer 
>f his to that degree, that he ordered the philo- 
bpher the loweft feat at the feaft : bui he, not 
he lead offended, fays, *' Your Majefty, I pre* 
' fume, wants to render this place eminent and 
' honourable for the future.*' Meaning, that the 
>lace did not vilify the philofopher, but was ho- 
lour'd apd dignified in being occupied by him. 

86. Hearing fome perfon not a little pleas'd 
vith himfelf for his dexterous fkill in fwiftiming, 
Iriilippus told him, ^' And art not thou aftiam'd 

* to boaft thyfelf fo arrogantly upon a property 
^ the Trogs enjoy in greater perfedion than thou 

It becomes a man to vaunt of manly accom* 
lUihments ; and nothing fuits him to excel in 
nore than in reafon. 

87. Being afk*d, How a wi& man diiFer'd from 
1 fool ? he anfwer'd, ^^ Send them both naked 

* to -fuch as are ftrangers to them, and you'll 

* foon perceive." ' 

8S« Sailing once to Corinth in a violent tem- 

>eft, he Ihow'd fome iigns of fear ; whereupon 

'ne df the feamen fays to him, * We that are 

plebeians are not troubled ; and yet thou that 

art a pbiloftM^r, and preacheft up a contempt 

Hz •«f 
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* of death, trembleft for fear?* Ariftippus re 
plied, <^ It is not of the like import for you to 
*' perifb, as for me." , 

89. One Simus, a native of Phrvgia^ being 
treafurer to Dionyfius, brought Ariftippus along 
with him to view a very grand and beautiful 
houfe he had fitted up. The rooms were rich- 
ly hung, and decorated with the moft fpiendid 
furniture ; the pavement, confiding of the richeft 
material?, was checkerM in the moft elegant 
tafte. Ariftippus, having fatisfied his curioCty, 
all on a fudden turns about^ and fpit3 upon Simus's 
beard. The treafurer infifting to know the caufe 
for fuch a grofs infult, Ariftippus told him, 
*' That his houfe was all over fo neat and clean, 
** that he faw nothing in it fo fit to fpit on as bis 
** beard.'* 

Infinuating, that, throughout.the whple houfe, 
there was nothing more dirty and nafty than the 
Barbarian's own face : yet this behaviour is more 
fuitable to the manners of a Cynic, than to Ari- 
ftippus, tho* it is attributed to him. 

90. Being afk*d, In what nianner Socrates 
died ? he replied, *' As I fhould wifli to die." 

Importing* that fuch a death was preferable to 
life in any fenfe. The wittitifni of the faying 
confifts here. That the philoropher's anfwer was 
quite of another nature from that which the querift 
€xpefted i for he wanted to know the maimer 
in which Socrates died : but the other thought 
that nothing to the purpofe, and told him. That 
he died happily. 

g T . Poliaenus the logician, happening to vifit at 
the houfe of Ariftippus, and feeing feveral hand- 
fome women very genteelly drefs'd, and a banquet 
ferv'd up with great magnificence^ found fault 

- with 
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with the luxurious manner of life which Arifiip- 
pus led,, and infifted it was not becoming a phi- 
lofophen Ariffippus, diflembling his having 
taken any notice of Poliaenus's reproof, fome lit- 
tle time after fays, ** Come, Poliaenus, do ftay^ 
" and rpepd the day with us." The other hav- 
ing accepted the omsr, ** Why do you," conti- 
nues Ariftippus, *' therefore find fault ? Yoi» 
*^ jfeem not to reprehend the fumptuoufnefs of 
*^ my table, fo much as you do the expence 
'' attending it/* 

If he had taken offence only at the extrava- 
gancy of the feaft, then he had undoubtedly re- 
fufed being a gueft with him : moreover, by ap- 
proving the delicacies, but finding fault with the 
coHs, feems to favour more of the avaritious than 
the frugal man. 

92. AriOippus, upon a journey, iinding that 
his fervant> who carried his money for him, was 
fomewhat incommoded with its weight, fays, 
*' What thou canft not conveniently carry with- 
" thee, throw -away." 

93. Dionyfius auc'd Arifiippus, What madis- 
him leave Socrates, to come to Sicily ? He an- 
fwer'd, " That I might impart what I have, and; 
*' receive what I havq not." 

94. Plato chiding Ariftippus for buying too- 
great a quantity of mh, Ariftippus told him, that 
ne bought them all for a half-penny. Upon which 
Plato fays, that he would buy them himfelf for 
^hat money, *« Then, Plato," fays he, " 'tis 
^^ not I that am over-fond of dainties, but it is 
*' thou who art over-fond of money." 

95. Being ralljed,^ on his keeping company 
with Phryne the courtezan, ' for beftowlng fo li- 
berally on a woman that would admit Diogenes, 

H 3 the 
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the Cynic gratis, he replied, ** That be wa 
** the more libera?, to the' end that he migha 
" have the fole cnJo)ment of her to himfclf." 

96. Diogenes, hearing that he cohabited wrh 
Phryne, twitted him fn this manner : • For fliame, 

* Ariftippus/ fays be, * to cohahit with a commcn 
^ woman ! thou muft either defift, or ad the dcg 

* as well as I do.' Ariftippus made anfwer, 
** What? Diogenes, would you think it ary 
^ way prepofterous, to occupy a houfe thit 
•* was occupied before ?** • I would not,' replia 
Diogenes. ** Or, to be carried in a (hip which 
•• carried feveral other paflengers before thee V 
fays. Ariftippus. * Nor that neither,' replies Dio- 
genes. *• How then,** fays Ariftippus, '* will it 
^* be any more abfurd for me, to cohabit with a 
^ woman that feveral others have cohabited with 
" before ?" 

97. Ariftippus being an earneft fuitor to Dio* 
nyhus in behalf of a friend, for fome grant, the 
tyrant would give no ear to him : at length, pro- 
ftrating himfelf at his feet, he granted the fuit 
One that flood by, fome time after, faid to Ari- 
ftippus, * You a philofopher, and be fo abjed as 

* to throw yourfelf at a tyrant's feet to gain a 

* favour V Ariftippus made anfwer, *• The feult 
^* is not mine i but Dionyftus is to blame, for 
** carr) ing his ears in his feet." 

98. He would fay, <* That thofe who fludied 
^* the Hberal fctences, and neglected ^hilofopby, 
*' were like the ftiitors of Penelope, who made 
" love to the waiting- women." 

He looic'd upon the other fciences but as the 
waiting- women of moral* philofophy, which ought 
to be the chief and pf tncipa( ftudy of every man, 

and 
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md to which all other dodrioes whaterer (hould 
be made fiibfenrient. 

99. Artftippus being once accafed, for turning 
off and difowning hb fon, infomtich that he 
took no more notice of him, than if he had not 
been the fruit of bis own body, he fayi, '* We 
^' throw away from us; as far as ever we can^ 
'^ our vermin and fpittle, and look upon them 
^^ as ufelefs nafty thii^, notwithftanding they 
'^ are as much the fruit of our body, as our 
" children may be." 

Ele was of opinion, that fuch were* not to be 
reg'.rded as children, who had nothing elfe to re- 
caimcnd them to the affi^^ons of their parents; 
bdides being the fruit of their bodies. Thus the 
Old man in the comedy : 

T^ntifper te volo meum, dum id quod te 
dignum eft facts. 

I regard you as my (bn, no furihcr than ;. ou 
Uhive as fudi. 

roo. Dionyfius, having made Plato a prefent 
of fdmc choice books, made Ariftippus a prefent 
in money at the fame time. But Ariftippus, be- 
ing afterwards found fault with, as if more fond* 
of money than Plato, fays, ** Wherein, pray, is 
*' the great fubje£l of reproof? The whole of 
*^ the matter is only this. That Plato wanted- 
" books, and I wanted money/* 

10 1 . Artftippus afk'd Dionyfius once for a ta- 
lent i whence the King, taking occafton to ol>* 
jed to his doflrine, fays, * Did not you main- 
' uin, Ibme time ago, that a philofopher wanted- 
^ for nothing?' *' Come, let me have the mo« 

H 4 * ncy 



4( 



152 The Apophthegacs Book IIJ 

jiey firft/' ray$ Ariftippus, '^ and we (ball dif- 

pute that afterwards." Heaving received the 
ca(h, he tells the King, ^' Now> did not I fa) 
*' right, that a philofopher wanted for nothing.'* 

That man does not want, who knows whence 
to be fupplied bow oft occaAon requires. 

102. Upon one's telling hioi, that it was a 
firange thing, why men would fooner give to the 
^oor than to phi1ofophers» he made anfwer> 
** The reafon is, Becaufe they think they may 
*' fooner come to be poor, than to be pbilo- 
*« fopbcrs." 

I03« A man that was not very rich having 
once reprehended him of luxury, on account he 
yaid fix crowns for a partridge : be fays, ^ What 
* would you have given ?' Tbe other anfwer'd, 
Twelve pence. Ariflippus replied, <^ And fix 
^* crowns are no more with me/' 

Whoever is deterr'd from tbe purchafe of any 
delicacy, merely on account of tbe expence at' 
tending it, does not defpife the meat fo much as 
he values the money* 

104. Artfiippus, being once at fea, with (bme 
of bis countrymen, was fliipwreck'd, and caft a- 
ibore upon an unknown ifland ; where feeing 
fome mathematical figures upon tbe fand^ along 
the fea^fide, he fays, <* Come, my friends, we 
^* are fafe enough, for I fee the traces of men 
** here." Being treated with great humanity in 
the ifland,. the inhabitants, having conveyed him 
to the fhip, as he was departing^ with pro* 
yifions and other necefiaries for his voyage, as 
th^y took leave of him, a&'d. If he had ought 
to recommend to their fellow-citizens ? " Yes,*' 
lays hex ^ That they fludy to. obtain tbefe pof- 

feffioos 
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feffions that w6n't peri(h by fliipwreck ; but 
may fwim afhore together with the owners." 
105.. He would fay, •* That good cheer was 
*' no hindrance to a good life/' 

Re was complaifknt to every body, and never 
out of humour. * You are the only man,' fays 
Plato to hr^, ' who can appear equally wefr- 
' ditfs'd in a coarfe cloth as in purple :' whence 
HoHux gives hhn this charader, 

Omnis Ariftfppum decuit color, et ftatus». 
ct res, 

Tentantem majora fere praefentibus aequum. 

" Yet Ariftippus every drefs became, 
^^ In every various change of life the fame : 
^^ And tho' be aim'd at things of higher kind>> 
** Yet to the prefent held an equal mind/' 

Frances. 

106. Dionyfius, onee in contempt of Ariftip- 
pus, fpits at him ; thofe that were in company 
being nettled at the phiiofopher, for fufFeriog hin^- 
felf tb be treated with fuch indignity, he told 
them, ** That the fifhermen, to catch a whit- 
** ing, would bear to be fprinkled over with the 
** fut- water: and ifliouldnothe, to catch a whale, 
** bear to be fprinkled with a little of its flegm/' 

By a whale he meant the King,- whom he by 
iis patience and forbearance endeavoured to en- 
tice to the ftudy of philofophy. 

107. When it was objeded to him. That he 
drcfs'd-too gay, fared too exquifite and fumpluous 
*or a phiiofopher; he made anfwer, ** If fplen- 
'^ dour and high living were faults, fure it would^ 

H s, "not 
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^* not he fo much praAis'd in celebrating the fs- 
** ftivals of the gods.*^ 

In thofe celebrations they were wont to ufe 
magnificent cloathings, and moft rich and fump- 
tuous banquetings. Certain it is, that, if the 
gods regarded thefe things as. vices, inftead of be* 
ing appeas'd, they would have been irritated at 
fuch proceedings. Tho' the philofopher, by this 
pun, eluded the objection to him, he by na means 
proves that this practice was the moft preferable. 

1 08. Being blamM for taking money of his 
friends, he anfwer'd, " That he did not take 
*' their money fo much with an intention of ufing 
*^ it himfelf, as to the end they might learn to 
" difpofe of their money to good purpofes." 

The moft part of the rich world confume their 
money, very unnecefTarily, upon fine horfes, grand 
and ftately ftru<9ures, and luxuries of variouskifld^^ 
while good and< valuable men^ were they taafl^ 
for any, might go without. 



DIOGENES tie Cynic. 

'T^HE order, perhaps, may notfeem improper, 
-*" if, after the facetious faniSity of . Socrates, 
and the chearful freedom of Ariftippus,. we dc^ 
add Diogenes the Sinopeian, who, for his variety 
of ufeful and witty (aying?, was incompaiable^' 
fo that, though thefe three philoibphers were re- 
markable for different virtues, which they fc^ 
tained with equal judgment, yet men of very op* 
pofite habits and difpolitions ; we may fay, that) 
in their fcveral faculties, they were equally %rcii 
and valuable. 

ft09. Bci0g 
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109. Being come to Athens, be prefently took 
to follow Antifthenes : and tho' he was often for* 
bid to come^ ffor Antifthenes would have no 
fcholars) yet flill Diogenes came to hear him» 
and followed him To much, that Antifthenes, at 
length, took a ftick to drive him away : but he, . 
fubmitting his bead to the blow, fays, <^ Strike, 
** if thou haft a- mind ; yet (halt thou find no ftick 
** hard enough to turn me away from thee, as 
** long as thou continueft to fay ought/* 

A JFarprUing inftance of hi» deflre after Wif- 
dom« 

no. He would call the DionyCizn games, 
which were celebrated with great pomp and mag« 
nificence every year at Athens, in honour of Bac- 
chus, " The wonder of Fools." 

III. It was a faying of Diogenes, •* That, in- 
order to a man's attaining to perfe^lioh, it was- 
abiblutely neceflary, that he^fhould either have 
very faithful friends-, or implacable enemies: 
becaufe he would be made fenfibte of his ill 
condud, either by the admonitions of the one,, 
or the inveftives of the other.**' 
1 1^. One afk*d Diogenes, How he fliould be 
rcveng'd of his enemy ? " The beftway,** fairf^ 
be, «^ that I know of, is. To make thyfelf illuf- 
** trious by tby virtue.** 

113. As Plato entertain'd fome fi^iends of Di- 
onyfius at dinner, in a room where there was a 
bed, or- couch,- neatly and richly trnnm*d. Dio- 
des came ii> very dirty, as ufuai, and getting 
^pon the couch, and trampling on- it, fays, ** I 
** trample upon: the pride of Plito.'* P4ata-^ 
mildly anfwercd, •"But with greater pride^ Dio- 
' gencs«' 

H 6 ii4«F&: 
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114, He ufcd to fay, *' That, when he con- 
^^ fider*d the advantages arifing to fociety, froin 
^^ magiftrates, phyfictans and philofophers^ h« 
^^ thought that there was no animal fo wife or 
'^ fagacious as naan: but when be cootemplated 
<* how much he was imppfed on by interpreters 
<^ of dreams^ diviners, fouthfayers, and tlie reft 
^ of this ftamp ;, or his flavi(h purfuit after glory 
«< and wealth, that he thought (here was no mr 
*^ mal more fooliOi than man/' 

Intimating, that man's genius, if foitably ap- 
plied, is accommodated to the beft purpofes ani 
puf Fuits : but, if it degenerates to a vitlous habiti 
it finks him beneath the level of the brute cre^ 
ation. 

215. Seeing Plato, at a very rich ervlertain- 
ment, feeding altogether upon olives, without re- 
garding the nicities of the feaft, he fays> ^ How 
*^ comes it about, thou wifefi of mortals,, that 
*' thou abftaineft from thefe things no'^ir they are 
** got ready, in fearch of which thou formerly 
^^ went to Sicily ? Did not Attica produce oUves 
** at that time?'' 

1 1^6. Being afk^d, Ia what part of Greece had 
he feen what he might term good men ? ** Good 
** men!" replies he, **^why, in uo part of it: 
*-^ but, I confef?, I have feen boys stt Lacede- 



•' mon.'^ 



Implying, that the morals of aH Greece, were 
ill the utmoft ftate of degeneracy, infomuch that 
the traces of their ancient integrity,, even among 
the Lacedemonians, that moft irreprehenfibic na- 
tion, were only retained by the boys.. Oenoting 
further, that in ail the reft of Greece even the boy» 
were not good,, and coafequently the men worfc 

tfaaft 
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than the boys, as it is by thecn that the boys ought 
to be trained up to probity. 

117. As he ]e6lur'd once upon a very feriou» 
and grave fubje^, he took notice that his hearers 
were no way attentive to his difcourfe : upon 
which) ail of a fudden^ he fet up finging feme 
hdicrous and fooliih fong or other, as if he 
meant to fet them all a-dancing. They no 
fooner perceiv'd him in this humour, than in* 
fiantly tbey cock'd up their ears, and crovrded ag- 
round him : whereupon he rebuked them fevere* 
ly, telling them, *^ How eager tbey flock'd to- 
^^ gether to hear a filly idle balkd» when a ieri^- 
^« ous ufeful fubje£l, tending to a right imprQve*^ 
*' ment of tiieir lives, and a reibrmatioA of their 
^' manners,, migbc pafs unheeded." 

ii8» He blam'd men for exercifing themfelves 
in wreftling, dancing, and other fuch like exer«^ 
cifeSy in order to be perfeAed ia them, when 
they (howed no manner of diligence, px defire^- 
to become either good or honeft men. 

119. Scarcely any rank or profeflion efcap'd 
his bitter inve£lives. He would fay, ** That he 
*^ wonder'd how the grammarians could with 
*^ fuch diligence make the niceft furveys into the 
^^ wanderings of UlyfTes, ^nd at the fame time 
^^ be ignorant, how much they themfelves wan* 
^ der'd from the purpofe.'^ He accufed the mu- 
ficians ^^ for their accurate fludies,. to reduce the 
^ firings of a cittern to fo great a harmony, when 
'^ there was fuch a difcord in their morals." He 
condemned the mathematicians ^' for the exa£l- 
^ nefi of their obfervations in viewing the pla* 
nets, when they neglefled to look upon thoie 
things that lay before their feet." He repre- 
hended the orators^ '* on account they labour'd 

with 
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*^ with fuch indefatigable pains to talk juftly, ar 
'^ the fame time they omitted to z& according- 
•* Iv." He found fault with the covetous '•for 
** (peaking difrefpedfully of money, when they, 
^* in the mean time, perfedly idoliz*d it." 

1 20. He tax'd the grofs of mankind, '« wfth 
*' bellowing the encomiums of good men on fuch 
*• as are liberal of their money, when yet they 
^* never aim to imitate the example of tbofe they 
** fo highly extol ; but chufe, on the contrary^ 
•* to purfue the example of the mtfere, whom they 
*•- continually reproach." He fnarPd at fuch as 
** interceded by facrifices with the gods, for a* 
*' continuation of their health, when, at thefe 
♦* very fecred fcaftf^ they fo cramm*d themfelves 
** with vifluais, as to deftroy their heahh/' 

121. On the other hand, <* He approved of 
** their conduA, who were determining to take 
•* wive*, but never enter'd upon matrimony ; 
♦* who were deliberating to go to fea,but yet never* 
** fet fail } who were of a mind to take boys in- 
♦* to keepings but never maintained any ; who 
^' feem'd affe£ted to take the government upon 
** them, bat never aflum'd it ; who feve 
♦* been threatening to be treated at the cx- 
*^ pence of men in power, bat never went near 
*« them/' 

Meaning, that it was the part of wife men id 
avoid all thefe circumftances ; and that abftinen- 
cy, in every particular of them, or a timely 
change of fentiments, when they are foHcited to 
venture upon any of them, argued thefe men of 
prudence and forefight : becaufe that, if they 
once embark'd in one or either of thefe matters, 
they arc not at liberty to alter their ftate or con- 
dition> even if they rvpentcd their engagement?} 
' • A man 
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A uua that has married a wife is not a free man^ 
nor one at liberty ; and one that commits himfdf 
CO the Tea, is under a neceffity of being toiled at 
the mercy and difcretion of the wind and water ; 
and one who enters upon the government, muft 
temporize, and fuit bimfelf to the occafioo, aod 
IhaQ find, if he (bould dcfire it, that it is not 
£ife, or advifeable, to turn a private man again. 

122. Some afcribe this sen^ma to him, ^^ That 
** we ouglbt not to ftietcb out our hand dofe 
«« fifUd to a friend/' 

Implying, that it b not AiiScient that we be- 
have ourfdhres courtly and compbifant to our 
friends; but fliould extend our bounty along with 
•ur complaifance. 

123. Being taken captive, he was expoM to 
£de ac an audion of prifonen in Crete, and hap- 
pening to fit down at the time of (ale, he was ii>» 
ftantly ordered to ftand up* that the bidder, m 
may be (iippcrfed, might have the better view of 
his bargain. '' What does it matter," repUed 
Diogenes, ** feeing that fiihes, in whatever man^ 
*^ Dcg they may lie, are neverthdeft boug|iC 

Upk 

A foeer upon the folly of the common people 
in this partictdar, who, when they were about 
10 porchafe a flave, were exceeding cautious, 
left they (hould be deceived by any perfonal Ue^ 
mi(h ) when they omit to explore the habit of 
bis mind with equal caution : however^ he was 
rcmark'd by this fpcech. 

1^4. One Xeoiades having purchas'd him at 
this fak, he told hb mafter, upon his bein^ brought 
home to the houfe, as if be had bought Xeniades, 
** Now mafter,** Uys the Cynic, ** you muft be 

•* Aife 
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*< fure to obey me punctually to a title, in whzt\ 
** ever thing I order you." 

A man that has purchased a flave who is either 
an expert failor, or phyfician) muft follow bis di- 
regions, if he inclines to profit by him in any c^ 
thefe capacities. 

125. He was employed by this Xeniades in the 
inftmiftion of his childreYi ; in which occupation 
he turh'd old, and was bnri^ by his own fchdars. 
Being aik*d by Xeniacks, In what Trntniicr lie 
(hould like to be buried i iie anfwer'd, ^« W/tli 
** my fecc downward." Then being a(k*d his 
feafon for it ? he replied, *« B^caufe the world 
*^ will foon be turned upfide down, and then I 
•* fliall lie upon my back." 
. AKucHng 1K> the kingd6m of Macedonia, which, 
from A low and defpicable ftate was at that time 
exalted to an univerfal- monarchy. Perhaps he 
might infinuate, that it was df no import what 
pofitton a dead body is buried in : for in this mat- 
ter the vulgar foperftition is exceeding great; 
fuch as, the being carried out to be buried with 
riicif feet foremoft ; their being burnt ftahdingj 
and,^ as I hear, the Jews, even to this day, bury 
iSieir dead {landing. 

126.. He ftood up once in the market-^Iace, 
hollowing out, * Ho, ye men, repair hither f 
le'eming as if he was going to le^ure tt) thb 
people ; and, notwithftanding a great crowd ga- 
ther'd round him^ he ftill kept crying out, ' Men, 
• come hither.' The crowd being exafperated to 
find him ftill keep calling out for men. Tome of 
them (aid, * Speak away, for there are enough 
here :' whereupon the Cynic, felling upon them 
with bis* Hick, fcour'd then? away, faying, *^I 

4. ""called 
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^ called for men, not for fuch ftinkiog knaves 
' as you be.'* 

He did not think that they (hould be demooit- 
lated men, who did not live up to thedidates of 
reafon ; but were carried anlrift by their paffions 
and affedions, in the manner of the brute a^ 
nimals. 

127. Alexander the Great, being at Coriatb, 
went to vifit Diogenes, whom he found fitting 
in bis tub. The King« having* ftaid for fome 
time, after a great deal of converfation with the 
Cynic, departed : whereupon Alexander*^ friends 
exprefled great refentment, that he ibould honour 
fuch a Dog, that would not fo much as offer to 
rife up to fuch a mighty prince, " No more of 
" that," fays the King ; " for I declare, that, 
'' if I had not been Alexander, I fliould chufe, 
** of all other men, to be Diogenes/' 

To fuch a degree did this noble prince admire 
the fpirit of liberty, fuperior to alt other human 
influences, that aduated this philofopber, that he 
judged nothing could come nearer the fpirit of ab- 
foiute government. The chief happineis of princes 
conitfts in their independency, authority, and o^ 
pulency, and all thofe things philofophy procures 
to a man, more effedually than a kingdoni does 
to a monarch. But Alexander thought, that his 
beins Alexander was fomething more than his be- 
ing nmply a King. 

128. Going in once, with his head half-(haven, 
to a feaft, among a club of young men, he was 
not only other wife rudely treated, but was turn'd 
out, after laying a great many blows upon his 
back ; which ufage he refented in this manner : 
' He wrote the names of the young fellows, by 
^ whom he was belabour'd, upon a white roll, 

* and 
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* and went with his gown loofe about him, fb thai 
'* the prints ihew*d the number of blows he ha(f, 

* and the white roll defcrib'd fuch as were con- 

* cern'd in abufing him ;' by which means, the 
authors were remark'd, and exposed to obloquy 
and reproach for their want of humanity. 

129. On account of his being a Cynic, he W2S 
ufually ftiled, * The Dog.' And tho* this Cynic 
life was approved of by moft people, yet nobody 
would care to imitate it : wherefore he ufed to 
fay, *^ That he was a Dog much commended ; 
** but that none of thofe who were fo laviQi in 
^' his praifes, would dare to hunt along with the 
•* Dog they fo admired.'* 

1 30. Being now turn'd old, he was on that 
account advifed, by fome people, to defsft from 
his labours, or at lead to abate the rigorous exer- 
cife of them ** What?'* replies he, **werel 
*^ to run a race, would you think it advifablc for 
** me, now when I was dofe upon the goal, to 
•* drop, rather than continue to run it." 

He juflly imagined) that we ought with greater 
and recoUe^ed force to purfue the ftudy cf vff- 
tue, the fhorter we had to go upon a wcll-fpent 
life ; and that it were bafe, and beneath men) to 
flacken in an honourable,' uninterrupted purfuir, 
in the lad period of their life. 

131. Being once afk'd to fupper, he refufed 
the invitation ; and when defir'd to give his 
reafons, he anfwer'd, *^ Becaufe I had no 
*' thanks return 'd me, for my company lall 
** night.'* 

The major part of the world believe, that, if 
they entertain any perfon, they challenge, on 
that account, a great acknowledgment for the 
favours, as if th^y conferr'd the higheft obliga- 
tion. 
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tion. But Diogenes, poor as he wa$» ju(9g*d the 
return of thanks due to him, in regard he was no 
tirefome gueft, and never went off without pay- 
ing his fhot of the reckoning, by inftrudling v^ith 
philcfophical difcourfe the minds of the company 
more fumptuoufly, than he fed his own body 
wirh the vi6)uals and drink. 

132. Soon after he turned philofopher, as be 
fat in his tub, feeding on dry mouldy bread, it 
being a feftival, he heard all the city ring with 
Oiouts and acclamations of joy ; whereupon, af- 
ter feme reflexions, he began to perceive fome 
tedioufne(s and longings, and had actually fome 
thoughts of abandoning his habit of life, when, 
in the midft of thefe meditations, he fpy'd fom)e 
mice dancing about him, and crumbling the bits 
of bread that dropt from him ; upon which he 
broke out into this foliloquy, '* Diogenes, what 
** ails thee ? art thou not very magnificently at- 
** tended on ? beCdes, d^n't thou maintain pa- 
« rafites?'' 

133. Happening, at Megaris, to fee accidental- 
ly a moufe dancing about the ftreets, that fearch'd 
for neither hole nor meat, and was in no manner 
of dread for the crowd that pafled along, he cries, 
•* A fine example of liberty, indeed !" After 
which the converfation of mankind became fo 
contemptible to him, that he took up a refolution 
to live in a tub. 

134. As the people Were wondering that he 
had no hut, fo much as to eat his meat in, he 
pointed to the piazzas of the temple of Jupiter, 
faying, ** That the Athenians had built thai mag- 
" nilicent hall f r him to eat in." 

Becaufe it was a public place of refor, h e 
would imply, that it was Ijuilt for his ufe : nor 

indeed 
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indeed could he wifh for a more fplendid par- 
lour. 

135. Diogenes fent to beg a little wine of 
Plato, who font him a whole flafk ; for which 
the Cynic thank'd him in this manner : ** When 
<* thou art interrogated. How many are two and 
** two ? anfwer, Twenty : thus ihou don't give 
** as thou art required, nor don't thou anfwer as 
** thou art interrogated !" 

He atiimadverted on the exceffivie talkative- 
nefs of Plato. Ariftotle, in his writings, finds 
hull with Plato on the fame account. 

136. He charg'd mankind with madnefs, for 
buying and felling the moft precious commodities 
at the cheapeft prices, when the moft ufelefs were 
procur'd at the deareft rates ; as when a meafure 
of meal coft but a penny, a ilatue was fold for 
three thoufand pieces. 

A ftatue is of no real fervice in life : but meal 
is abfolutely neceflary to live.' He therefore 
judg'd, that meal ought to be fold at a greater 
value than flatues : the philofopher made his eili- 
mate of things according to their natural ufe» 
but the vulgar, from a foolifh prepofTeifion form 
their eilimate* 

137. A certain man, having long pleaded to 
be a difciple of Diogene.«, was at length admitted: 
when, to make trial of him, he gave him one 
day, upon the ftieet, a leg of pork to carry, with 
orders to follow behind with it ; but the tyro, 
afham'd of his carriage, dropt it in the (Ireet, and 
fneak'd olF. Some time after Diogenes, meet- 
ing him accidentally, fays fmiling, " The friend- 
** (hip betwixt you and me has been fpoil'd by a 
«' leg of pork." 

Telling 
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Telling him, that a man was not fit for a phi- 

'ppher, who could not overlook ai^d deljpife g 

)\i{hy unaccountable and falfe modefiy* It wa$ 

[fafl no fcandal to carry the pork; but to re*. 

it from an honourable pfofeffion, was really 

tter of great fhame. 

1 3 9. Diogenes, happening to fee a boy drink 
)utof the hollow of his hand, faid, '^ This boy* 
'^ in point of frugality, has got the better of me ; 
'^ whereas I carry about with me an unneceflary 
'* tool :" and faying thus, he puU'd his wooden 
cup out of his bag, and threw it away : adding, 
" I was ignorant that nature had provided for 
" us,, even in this refpeft alfo." 

139. When he had feen another boy, upon 
breaking his diih, take his lentils into the cavi- 
ties of bis bread, he tofs*d away bis own wooden 
plate as a fuperiluous implement. 

ril allow that thefe. things feem a little ridicu- 
lous : yet we muft confefs, that fucb an immo- 
derate copy of fimplicity may be of ufe to (hame 
us from our lechery. 

14c, He maintained. That a wife man poflef- 
fed every thing, by this fyllogifm : *' All things 
^' belong to the gods } the wife are friends of 
^' thc| gods ; all things are in common among 
" friends : therefore all things belong to the 
« wife.*' 

Diogenes, being himfelf a beggar,, might eafl- 
ly be put of this fyllogifm : for, if every thing be- 
long to you, why do aik £br any thing ? migt^ 
be objc£led to him. 

141. As he fiw a woman proftrate herfelf be- 
fore the gods, fo that, by the bending of her 
body, fome parts were difcover'd from behind, 
that ought indeed to be CQnceal'd> he walk'd up 

V 



i6€ The Apophthegms Book III 

to hcr» faying, •* Woman, what ? art thou not 
*• apprchenfive, left God, ftanding behind thee, 
** (for all places are full of him) (hould view 
•* thcc in this indecent pofture," 

It is reported, that he confecrated an aflailant 
to ^fculapius, who ihould fall upon thofe thus 
proftratcd on their faces, under the pretence of 
deterring people, who are poffefs'd with the no- 
tion that the gods don't regard their prayers, un- 
lefs they fupplicate thenifelves in this unbecom- 
ing pofirion of body, from fuch fuperflitious be- 
haviour. 

142. He is fuppofed to have fald, *' That he 
** would oppofe an Affurance of Mind to For- 
** tune. Nature to the Law, and Reafon to bis 
*' AfFedions ; becaufe the tranquillity of man- 
^< kind is purchased and maintained by thefe i 
« Three." ' 

An undaunted mind proteds a man againfl the 
ftorms of Fortune. He follows Nature as his 
Law, and defpifes any other law that is -repug- 
nant to it ; and moreover, he ftems the torrent 
of his Paffions and AfFeSions by the didates of 
Reafon. 

143. When Alexander the Great vifited Dio- 
genes, he found him in his tub, bufy at paft- 
ing it with paper. As the King, after a long 
converfation, was preparing to depart, he fays, 

* Diogenes, confider with yourfelf what you 

* would have me beftow upon you, and you ' 

* Ihall have whatever you wi(h for ? ' ** A- 
*** mong other things,'' replies Diogenes, ** I 
^* fhould wi(h thou fat a little afide." The 
King) having mov'd to one fide, wsHted for 
fome time, blinking that Dioeenes deliberated jj 
wjpon what he was to a&j at laft, h? fays. Well, 1 

Diogcnesy 



lookllL of DIOGENES. 167 

)iooenes9 what is it you would wiih for ? *^ All 
^ that I wanted,'' replies he, ^* was, that thou 
' ihould'ft fit afide, and let me have the fun, 
' that which thou can'ft give me, as it is necef- 
^ fary for the work I am about ?" 

144. It is reported, that Alexander addrefsM 
he Cynic thus : * Diogenes, I*m come to.fup- 
ply you, becaufe I fee you in much want/ 
* Pray, which of us two," replies Diogenes, 
'* wants moft ? I, who defire nothing elfe be- 
'^ fides this gown and wallet ; or thou, who, not 
'^ contented with thy hereditary dominions, ex- 
" pofeft tbyfelf to fo many dangers, to enlarge thy 
'* fway, infomuch that the government of the 
" whole world can fcarcely fatisfy thy ambition?" 

145. Zeno, difputlng in his fchool, was en- 
ieavouring to prove, by the moft acute and 
bbtile arguments, that there was no motion; 
uid that it was impoffible there fhould be any. 
Diogenes, all on a fudden, ftarted up, and fell 
to walk around the fchool : upon which 2^no^ 
in a great furprize, afk'd him the meaning of it ? 
'^ All that I mean by it," replies Diogenes, ^^ is 
" to confute thy reafoning." 

14^6. The Athenians advifed Diogenes to en- 
ter into the order of priefthood, telling him, 
That fuch as were initiated into facred myfteries^ 
Diould be princes and judges in the other world. 
" It were exceeding ridiculous indeed/' anfwer'd 
he, *^ if Agefilaus and Epaminondas lived in dirt 
'^ and mire, while the thief Patecion, and other 
" fuch like vile .priefts inherited the manfions .of 
" the Blcfs'd/' 

He very jufily es^pofed the pradices of thefs 
priefts, who, from a lucrative felfi(h view., feed 
the fuperlUtion of the , ignorant;, by perfwading 

thera^ 
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them, that not only their fiindipn intitles priefli 
themfehres to happmefs in another life, but tha 
they can communicate the like bappinefs to others 
when it is only attainable by pious and worth] 
men : whether in orders, or not, does but mattd 
very little. 

1 47. Plato de&i'd man, A two-footed feather 
lefs animal. Diogenes, hearing the definicioa 
highly extoird by Plato's fcholars, brought a 
dung-hill cock, after plucking him of all his 
feathers, into the fchool with him, faying, 
** Look ye here at Plato's Man.'* 

148. Being afk'd. What was the moft fcatn- 
able hour for a man to dine at ? he made anfwer, 
*' If he is a rich man, let him dine when he 
^< pleafes ; if a poor man, when he can." 

149. A certain man, carrying a long pole In 
his hand upon the ftreets, through inadvertency 
da(h'd it in the Cynic's face, and afterwards, ac 
cording to cuftom, call'd out. Have a care, ma- 
iler ! whereupon Diogenes fays, ** Do you mean 
** to ^ike me again." 

We ought rather to warn people before than 
after we injure them. 

150. He went out once at midday with a 
lighted lanthornii walking through the market- 
place, like one in fearch of fomething : upon 
which the people, gating at him^ aik'd. What 
he was looking for ? <* A Man," replies he. 

Intimating^ that the manners of the public 
were unworthy of men. 

151. One bitter frofty morning he came to 
the market>place, after being /iuck'd in water, 
and ftood there dripping all over, and trembling 
for cold. As the people gather'd round him, and 
ffere pitying the misfcH-tune^ of ib Virortby a man, 

Plato, 
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Plato, happening to go paft, told them^ as he 
wtnt along, *^ If you would pity Diogenes, leave 
« him to himfelf." 

Plato, knowing that he did this to be feen, 
meant to cenfure the vain ambition of the philo- 
Ibpher, who, as he was delighted by being made 
fuch a fpe£btcle, was rather happy than wretch- 
ed : but had he none to look at him in this con- 
dition, he then had been miferable indeed. 

152.. Diogenes feeing a certain perfon, from 
a religious rite, fprinkle himfelf over with fprin^- 
water, (for the ancients ufed this ceremony in 
purifying themfelves after the commiffion of any 
grievous oflFence) he fays, ** Unhappy wretch, 
'' when you blunder in grammar ! from being 
** fprinkled you will never wafh clean, much left 
*^ will fprinkling waib away the trefpafTes of your 
« life." 

He very judicioufly cenfur'd the fuperftition of 
thofe men, who think to wafh away the flains of 
the mind by a fenfible element, without divefting 
themfelves ' of all bad appetites and irregular af- 
fe(flions. 

153. He feverely reprimanded thofe, who, if 
any thing went crofs to their purpofes, blame 
fortune, as is moft commonly the cafe, telling 
them, '* That men are more blameable, in ira- 
** portuning fortune for things not inrrinfically^ 
" but fecmingly good : for if they trufted the 
" gods to dlfpenfe fuch things as they fhould deem 
^ good for them, then that the gods themfelves 
" would beflow thefe on them ; but having had 
'^ fu€h things as they repeatedly and importunate- 
^* ly aik'd, they imprudently blam'd the dieties/* 

154. When King Philip's army lay at Chae* 
ronea, Diogenes^ happenii^ to coaie there, was 

Vox. I. I ieiz-d 
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not khowihg hiip, ioAw^y cri^d out^ * A fpy, 
^^ as I live/- ** I am little dfe t^p a fpy," ic- 
plicf Diogcn* i " (or it^docd I cap^e here t» fpy 
^* out thy diSr^on : foij, pot latisd^ m^itfa tbc 
<^ kingdopi of Maccdpnia, ti^oii rcibbeft other 
** pcopleQf thwjuft'r^ts and poyilqgq^, and 
'< expofeft thy /elf to fuqb bazarda, as w^U ibon 
*« rob thee of thy Jife afld Jungdooi^." 

The King admiring fuicb 4 4pj[ijt of Uberty, 
•order 'fl him to be difinj^'d. 

155. Atblius ip the Grce,k iignifijcs, « A mi- 
* ferable man, qx one a^icled by mu^ch troable/ 
-Alexander having leni ktters to ^ntipater, by 
one Athlias, Diogenes nappen'd to be prefent 
when the letters came to hand ; whereupon he 
fays, ** Athlius, froni Athlius, by Athli^s, to 
^* Athlius/' ' 

Tl;te philoCopher l;hought that princes, by a 
tumultuous tide of ap^bition involved in perpe- 
tual wars, ^ere really miferable ; and that fucb 
as were the minifters ai^d inftrumeq^ of i;heir in- 
clinations were no lefs miferable. 

156. The magiftrates having got together, 
with guards and ofiicers about them, and all t|iis 
ado, to hang a poor fellow for ftealing a cup out 
of the treafury ; vt^hen every body enquired what 
might be the bufiaefs ? Diogenes cried*out, ** On- 
'* ly the great rogues yonder carry the little one 
«* to the gallows.** 

I (hould wi0i this J)ad not be^n often the cafe 
with,ChTi(lian magiftrates, to be leading a wretch 
to the gibbet for robbing the value of ten pence^ 
when they themfelves with impunity rob nation$. 

157. iJiogenes, feeing a young l^^ir-brainM 
fellow throwing. (|oAes at a gibbet, (aid to him, 

' '4' * ■" ' *M 
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*' I ioe tbou art a promifii^ lad ; I doubt not 
^* but thou wilt hit the mark at bft/^ 

Signifying he {hould be faaag'it ibme time or 
othjfr. 

15S, Having obfi^v'd a otftain nan act a^Kt- 
tie ffoad of htmfclf, for being dad in a lion's 
hide, he toid himv *^ Won't t^ forbear to ^« 
** grace the badges of virtue?" 

He Judg'd it a very fenuftical fight, to fte a 
foft effeminate man value bimfeif upon die proper 
wearing of Hercules* This may be equally weU 
applied to thbfe, who, by a diftinguiflimg garb, 
make profeffipn of religion, at the fame time their 
tiv^ are no way adequate to their profeffion. 

I $9* Diogenes, hearing fome people envy the 
happinefs of Califthenes the philofopher, becaufe 
he was treated with great pomp and fplendor by 
Alexander, (ays *^ Nay, I think that man rather 
^ unhappy, who muft dine and fup as Alexander 
'* (hall think pioper." 

Meaning, that there was no happinefs, where 
liberty was wanting. 

160. A young man, more finical than enough 
in bis drefs, having interrogated Diogenes con- 
cerning fomewhat he wanted to know : ^* I (hall 
*' not fatisfy thee,'* replies he, ** till thou haft 
*^ ftripp'd naked, and fhown whether thou art 
" man or woman." 

161. Diogenes being once, at a feaft, perpe- 
tually upbraided by the company with the name 
of Dog, and, as fuch, had the bones heav'd ate 
him out of the diihes ; he dipt behind the guefts^ 
and there flood pifling on them. 

Intimating, that fuch alfo was the liabit of a 
4og. 

I 2 162. E(e' 
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i6j. He told a young man, who complain'd 
to him, of being very much troubled by the im- 
pertinence of the generality of his acquaintances, 
*^ Don't you make any difcovery of being in 
^< the leaft offended at them." 

Meaning, that there is no better recipe to cure 
the intrufionofimpertinents, than adiffimulation 
of our concern at .it; for they foon tire of mo- 
kftiog a.man who feems to take no notice of their 
unnuumedy behaviour. 

i^3« Oneiiegefias having afk'd htm for the 
loan of fome books, he told him,>^ Sure, Hege- 
-^' fias, thou art not in thy fenfes, to prefer painted 
*' to real figs : or, by a negied of the exercife of 
^* virtue, to betake thyfelf to the written precepts 
♦^'concerning it." 

By. this leuon he animadverted on fuch as dur- 
ing their lives, content themfelves with reading 
the rules of life laid ^own by philofophers, not- 
withftanding that virtue ir rather attainable by 
pradlice than by reading. 

164. Some perfon having told him, by way of 
banter, ' The Sinopeans have condemned thee to 
• be banifli'd their country for ever :' ** And I 
♦* have condemn'd them, to be for ever confin'd 
** to it," replied Di »genes. 

'Tis as gieat a reftraint, to be obliged to flay 
in, as to be under a neceffity of flaying away 
from any part. A philofopher, who eftecms any 
place he liMes in his country, if he is banilh'd, 
knows he is only hani{h*d one ftate ; but fuch as 
can't bear toJiveoutof their own country, are 
baniffi'd all other countries befides. Diogenes 
was a native of Siuppe,^ city of Paphlagonia, and 
fome think that he was banilb'd for counterfeit- 
lag of money. 

165. He 
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x6$. He was wont to beg from the ftatues*; 
and» when afk'd his reafon for it) would fay, > 
^^ Xhit I may accuftom myfelfy-when baulk*d 
^* in begging from men,- not to be concerned 
•V.sit'it." 

i;6<6.^ Afte^' be was reduced to a neceffity of 
beg^Mag, Im was wont to make his addrefies ifv- 
the^ woros : ^^ If thou haft givea ought to any^ 

q(ib€{f^ gtv^ alfo to me ; if not^ . begin at' 






J 67, ile uied to fay v'^* That luft was th^ma-- 
•• ga^^ineofall eViJs," 

Not much untike a faying of^ Solomon upon^ 
that bead. 

i68« Hfe would lay> V That Love was an an- 
** xiety proper to Idlc»ri, bccatife tbisaffe6Uon is- 
•* chiefiy peculiar to Wle perfons/' 

Thus it is that idle people^' from their not' 
being emj^loyed. in any ufeful or good exercife, 
areapt^ft to fair into the moft troublefbme per- 
plexities. ' '' 

169. Being aflc'd^ What beaft was the moft 
dangerous') in cafe it was to bite one ? he made 
anfwer, ** If you mean the bite of a wild beaft^ 
**^ 'tis that of aSlanderer ; if that of a tame one, 
*' 'tis that of a FJat^er^r/' 

For aSlanderer makes profeflion of hatred ; 
and a Parafite, under the Similitude of a friend^^ 
proves much more noxious. 

170. Being afk'd, What was the moft wretch- 
ed fight in life ? he anfwer'^dy " An indigent old 
" man." 

171. He ufed to fay, "That a flattering- 
'^ fpeech, not proceeding from the real fenti- 
^ n^ents of the mind, but intended to curry fa- 

I 3 . • vour^. 
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v€uU was a honey gin, that wcmU ftrangk a 

mati in the bwiiing embrace." 

172. He woaid call the belly of a gjiutton, 
^* Charybdis ; becaufe, though it devour^ cucry 
^* thing, yet it was nev^ (atiated.'* 

Charybdi$ fwaliolirt thofe thiogp onlf that fwim 
in the water, and throws up again whatever ic 
fivaUows : but neither earth, air, rivers, nor 
feas can glut the ftomacb of a Bellv^^god 1 for it 
devours even whole fields and houies, and never 
fpuea them up again. 

17 .V A man, who ftudied natural hiftory, hav- 
ing aiSc'd Diogenes, Why gold turn'd pale ? he 
told him, ^^ Becaufe there are many who lay 
••^ wait for it.'* 

174. Seeing a woman carried about inafedan, 
he faith, ** I mufl take care, to keep out of the 
^^ way ffom this wild beaft.'* 

Signifying, that there was a neceffity of keep- 
ing wild and noxious animals cag'd. A fedan, or 
chaiT, in which the ladies were carried about, 
being fenced round like a cage* 

175. Going once in to a (Krty bath, he faid to 
the mafter of it, *^ Where is it they are wafh'd, 
•* who waih here ?" 

176. Seeing fome women hanging on an olive 
tree:» he cries out, ^' I wouU to God the other 
** trees yielded the like fruit/' 

Diogenes, being a (p^yvmcO woman-hater, 
wifb'd to (ee all women hang'd. 

177. He told a dre^ young fellow, whom he 
faw at great pains in tricking himfelf up, '^ K 
<< you dcefs at the men, you lofe yoor labour; 
•* if at the women, you don't play fiur.'* 

The humour of this banter, on account of tfaer 
affinity between the words «tvx»( and a^xiK, is 

exquifitc 
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aiquifite lit tHe Greek. 'Tis in vain for one man - 
ro dre& at Mother, in regard there can be no 
match between them ; and a young man ads ini-- 
quitoufly, if he endeavours, oy trimming of his 
perfon, to enfnare the weaker (ex : fince a wife 
ought to be won by the candid integrity of his 
manners', ratber thaii by too great a curiofity in* 
tricking and'trhnming. 

178. He told a youth, whom he faw in ftiuch^ 
confiifioh on being put to the bluft, «* Come," 
£dth he, ** take heart, my child, for that is the 
" tinflEarc of virtue/' 

1 79. A certain perfon Having told him, * Dt- 
* ogenes, i, great many deride you:' "But yet- 
'* rm notckrided," replies he* 

It ffabuld feem a paradoxj that iiny perfon ihoiild^ 
frrike yoii, and you not be ftruck :. but Diogenes - 
denied that he was defided ; either becaufe he was 
not an objedl of dirifion, or becaufe he thought 
that the ridicule aim'*d at him, did not belong to* 
him. 

i'8o, Dtmofthcnes, .\ipon being :furpri2i*d at- 
dinner in a tiverit by Diogenes, withdrew upon* 
fight of hini backW^d into the h'oufe : where- 
upon Dfogeftes cr?^ otft,* " J^ay, the farther thou' 
*^ art in, thou (bait be by fo diuchr XYit more vti- 
'• the tayerri." 

t8i. BeiAg once obje^ed to,- for afling the? 
philoifophfer io o^cefi, he replied, '*Tbat he imi- 
**- tatcd the niuficians, who now aAd then ex* 
** ceed the Juft int^yiit df fturid, that' thereby 
^ otKers' may ligHt u^6h the trui kiy of fight 
" harmony.'* 

Thus the Mahfle and •Tab of Diogenes fc- 
prov'd the' rich* for their graiicfedr slnd ofvcr-dc- 
licacy, 

I 4 182, Hr 
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182. He ridicurd the fupcrftition of fuch ;is 
are terrified at dreams^, in this nuinner : ^' Yois 
*•- are/' fays he, •* unconcern'd about what )o\r 
V do while awake ; but are very follicitous iii 
*^ your enquiries concerning thofe things you 
**- dream of flceping.'* 

It does not fo much regard a man's profperity 
or misfortune, what he may be paflively engag'd 
in afleep, as what he may be employed about 
while awake : for ijv this fiate, whatever breach 
be makes upon the laws of honefly, he has rea- 
son to dread the dire event thereupon^ from the 
juft vengeance of the offended gods, rather than 
dread the confequence of what he may have feen 
in. his fleep. 

L83. Having refufed an invitation from Alex- 
ander the Great, foUici ting Diogenes to come and 
live with himfelf, Perdiccas threatened him with 
death,, if he did not comply : *' Nay, even 
• * then," faith Diogenes, ** thou flialt have done 
^^ no mighty fe^t ; for the Cantharis or Phalan- 1 
** gium can do that." 

A Cantharis^ or Spanifii fly, is a. (mall infed 
refembling the black beatle^ whofe (ling is im- 
mediate poifon* The Phalangium is a fpider of 
the moft venomous kind. 

184* Diogenes, once paffing by the houfe of a 
certain prodigal, and feeing a bill of fale above 
the door,, faith, *^ I readily guefs'd, that, by this 
*^ feIlow*s immoderate furfeits, he weuld, one 
•* time, or other, fpew up his houfe.** 

185. There was a certain mufician, whofe 
mufic was fo very difagreeable, that, as foon as 
ever he attempted to play, the company inftant- 
ly got up and left him. Diogenes, having met 
this man> faith,," Yourfervant, Cock." Why 

Cockl 
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Cock ? faith the other, furpriz'd at the novelty 
of the falutation. '^ Becaufe,'' anfwer'd Dio-^ 
genes, *< when you crow, the people are wont to 
« rife. 

1 86. Diogenes, hearing fome body lay, that 
life was a perfed mifery, fays, '* No ; but to 
** live a bad life, is perfect mifery/' . 

The vulgar call that a miferable life, which is 
connc£led with trials, griefs, difeafes, baniih- 
ments, and feveral other diiadvantages of this na^ 
ture : but the philofopher regarded nothing either " 
evil or wretched, that was not immediately con- 
neded with real turpitude. 

187. Diogenes had a flave, called Manes, wJio • 
being diilatisfied, ran away from his mafier ; up- 
on which his friends advifed Diogenes to make 
enquiry after him. ** It muft be very ridicu^ 
" lous," fays he, " i/ Manes can live without 
'* Diogenes, that Diogenes cannot live without 
" Manes.''' 

188. A certain perfon having twitted him in - 
the teeth, with the infamy of being banifh'd his 
coAntry, for uttering falfe coint ** I confefe," 
replied he, << the time has been, when I/was * 
" fuch another as thou art now : but fach ano« 
*' ther as I am now, thou (halt never be/' 

He reproves thofe whofe practice it is to blaft 
other men's characters for the errors of youth ; , 
notwitbftandin^ they themfelves floods condem'* 
ned, even in their old age, for thefe follies. 

1 89. Going once to the cityMyndas, and ob- 
fervingy that, notwithftanding it was avery fmall ^ 
town, the gates were exceeding large and mag- 
nificent, he told the inhabitants, ** Ye Myn* 
'' deans," faith he, " would beft fhut up 3'oiir 
** gates, for fear yourcity run-out at them." 

Is 190. Diogenes- 
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190. Diogenes, feeing 1 man etecut^ for 
ftealing fome purple, tbusr* applied 1 verTe of Ho- 
mer to him : 



rtMhi* 



•the purple Band of death 



^ CTorM Hirdim* eyeal^ and fkt^ fiq^preis^d' his 
bftadl.'' 

FOPE. 

i$r. Craterui^, a very rich man, amf one of 
Alexander's Lieutenants, ihvitied' Diogenes to 
come and live with Him : but He retum'<f this 
anf^rer, ** I would fooner chuf6 to licl^^ up tBe 
^ fktt at Athens, than to feaflE'at the rich table of 
*^ Craterus." 

I9r2. As Anaximenes, the orator, once ha- 
I'angued xti pablic, Diogenes hefd out to the 
people a leg of pork that he had in his band, 
and fo engrofi'd the attention of the whole audi- 
tor/. Anaxim'enes was fo offended at this, that 
h9 ftopt in the middle of his oration : whereupon 
D\^tn^ CalI'd out, << Anaxlmenes dropt the 
•* dabate for the Value of one half-penny /* 

Infinuatln^, that an auditory (Ko'ufd hot' be 
too curious in h'eariri|; frivolous ahdtrifling.dr((iu- 
tations. 

193. As fome peqple objefted tb him, for eat- 
ing his meat in the ^drum. ^^ That is no master 
, «* to wonder at,*' replies he ; *^ for I turh bun- 
•* gry in the Forum.'* 

Keafonlng ffom the relation of oppofites. If 
banger. did not urge a n^an in the market-place, 
it were abfurd to eat there. By this manner of 
reafonings he might 2» well defend eafing himfelf, 

or 
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or making water in the face of the public max* 
let. 

i94« Seeing a young man intent upon the 
fiudy of philofophy, he tolJ him, ** Well done, , 
'^ mj lad \ the beauties of thv mind thgll foon 
'• attra£): the admirers of thy perfoii.** 

meaning, that this diligence would' (S3on adorn ' 
and cultivate his mind with virtuous and honour- 
able principles, which would gain .him friends, 
macB preferable to thoie he could make by any 
other acquiHtion, as nothing is more oriiamentsd • 
than wifdom, or more engaging thaii virtue. 

195. As he was once petitioning Eurytiiis for 
fomewbat extraordinary, he was putoff^ with this 
commoji faying, * You (ball have it, providing^ 
• you can perfuade mi to it/ " If I could," re-- 
plied piogenes, ** I fiad long ago perfiiaded thee- 
" to hang tEyfelf/*' 

This i^.confiflent enpugh with (Jynic Tiberty* 

196. Having vifited Lacedemon, he was afk^d^A 
on ms return to Athens, Where he had been ? 
and whither he was going ? '* From^th^ men to <• 
** ttie women,? replies he. 

Implying^ that the AUieni^hs were debsiuch'd^ 
with idlentu and luxurv, while the Lacedemo^.- 
niaos were trainM up to hardy and manly exercifes. 

%9J^ He would fay, *^ That fuch as riotoully ' 
*^ wafted their fubrahce upon caterers, prodi- 
*^ gals, whores, and flatterers, were like trees,* 
'* that grew upoii precipices, whofe Fruit no man * 
** was ever the better for> but would be devour'd • 
« by crows and vultures/* 

198*. Phryne the courtezan dedicated a golden *' 
Venus to the Delphian Oracle, which Diogenes.* 
happening to (ee, infcribed thus : *^ Frona-the 
^^ intemperance of the Greeks/' 

I 6 Reprehending 
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Reprehending the exorbitant incontinency of 
Greece, when a common proftttute could colle£t 
fo much money together. 

1 99. Alexander having faluted Diogenes when 
He came to vifit him, the Cynic afk'd. Who 
he was ? ^ I am Alexander the King,' rq[>lies he. 
** Well, and I am Diogenes the Dog," fays the 
other. 

The Cynic was no- le(s elated with his own 
freedom, than the King was with his empire. 
Being then afk'd. Why he went by the name of 
Dog ? he made anfwer, ** Becaufe I fawn on fucb 
'* as fupply me, I- bark at them that give me no- 
** thing, and I bite thofe that hurt me.'^ 

200. He ufed to fay, •* That beautiful whores 
*' were like mead mixt with poifon : becaufe 
•"* they might at firft' be capable of dtfpenflng 
'< pleafure, but that perpetual pain was^ the con- 
•* fequence of it,'* 

201. As Diogenes was once at dihner in the- 
public ftreet, a huge crowd, from the novelty 'of 
fuch a fight, gathered round him r and at length 
fet up a hollowing, ^ The Dog, the Dog.* But 
Diogenes very gravely tells them, •* IVay, *tis 
•^ rather you yourfelves, that ftand' about me 
** while I am eating, who are the dogs." ' 

202. As a fuppolitious boy, the fon of a com- 
inon woman, was throwing fmall' ftones into his 
cup when he was drinking, Diogenes told him, 
•* Beware, boy, left you hit your father." 

263. Diogenes obferving a certain man make 
profiaffion of phyfic, yrho (bmetime before had 
the name of a bad wreftler, he told him, "Don't 
•< you npwkinock down fuch as formerly knocked 
•* you down." 

A 
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A wreftler is faid to knock down one whom 
Tie overthrows ; and a phyfician knocks down 
Ajch as he drives either to their bed or grave. 
Diogenes judg'd that he would make as unfuc* 
cef^fo] a phyfician as he had done a wreftler. 

204. Diogenes, hearing certain people applaud^ 
fbr his liberality, a man he had received a gift 
from, tells them, •* Why don't you as well 
** compliment me too, for meriting fuch a libe- 
•^ ral prefent ?**... 

*Tis more praifc-worthy to deferve than to be* 
flow a benefaction, as Publius the comedian fays^ 

Beneficmm dando accepit, qui digno dedit. 

<* An obligatioh pafl upon a deferving man, is 
" rather a gift recrived than beftowed." 

205. When a man, who had lent Diogenes 
his mantle, came to afk it back, he told him, 
with great humour, '* If you made me a prefent 
•* of it, 'tis my own; if you lent it me, 'tis ftill 
^ in ufe." 

It is mean to demand bark a gift ; and it is 
inhumane to take away that which we have lent, 
while the borrower has a necefiary occafion for 
it. 

206. Diogenes being afk'd. What country- 
man he was ? anfwer'd, (K«rf*oiroA»Tu«) ** A ci- 
** tizen of the world." 

Signifying, that a philofopher, whatever part 
of the world he may be drove to, flill lives in his 
own country. 

207. Being upbraided for frequenting places of 
difcredit and ill fame ; he madef anfwer, ^< The 

*« fun 
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*^ fun frequents vaults ancloi^qe-lioufes, siind con- 
'< tinues unpolluted notwithftandmg/' 

He thou^t, that a good man was never the 
wbrfe for the infamy of the places he went to. 

208. Some malapert having a/k*d Diogenes, 
How, as be knbw notVmg, by his ov^n doctrine, 
Ife could make prbfeffion of pbilolopliy ? ** Why," 
fay« he, *' if I ape the philofopher, I philofo- 
'^pHii." 

Infinuatbg, that j^ilolbphy was fuc!(i si 4*^* 
cult ftudy to attain to, that even an imitatibft of 
it was a great part of^ the fciehte : juft as it is an 
eiTential branch of the neceflary accompKib- 
ments of a King, to know how to ^IBave as 
one, in the very deportment of his peribn. 

209. A man that drbuglEit Diogenes a boy, to 
have him inftru^ed in his fylTem of pfailolophy, 
the more to recommend the youth, told him) 
' That he had a noble geiiius, 9Qd was befidcs a 
^ lad of excellent morals/ ** Well, what heed 
*^ has he of me then," faid the philofopher. 

Animadverting on the man's injprudence, for 
attributing to the youth thofe very accjiii&tions 
which, for the fake of acquiring, led $101 to 
^committed to the care of the philo^pher^ 
whereas it were fufficient to have faid, that tbe 
boy had a good difpofition, and there were hopes 
oi^ his doing well. 

210. He ufed to fay, ** That fuch as ba<r 
'* virtue always in their mouths, and pegleded 
'* to live agreeable to the flandard of it, were 
** like a harp, which yielded a found agreeable to 
<* others, when itfelf neither heard, nor wasfen- 
« fible of the miific." . > . 

This lefTon feems to tally much witfi that of the 
apollle Paul concerning the tinkling c) mbal. 

211. One 



at I. Ont day, as the people were pouring 
out of the theatre, Diogenes would crowd in 
upoh tht^. ieinj^ afk'd the reafon, Why he 
ei)d^^o\ifdd to^orc^ hin^lelf (b; in oppolltioh io 
chd A^ilfrfude ? <*' I lAAe that/^ replies he, ** the 
** conftant practice of riiy life/* 

Ife jod^^d it {^ftilofophy, to dired: all his mea* 
ftflre^ ili d6Wn 'light oppoution to the people : be- 
caufe that tde populace ar6 guided niorfc by tiicii 
appetites aiid* ^affio^'^, than they are 6y reafon. 

211. tKo^'^ni^, feeing a yoiing man that affefi^ 
much of tfte^oiVkeh*s dreis a[hd deportment, told 
Kfft, <^ For ^zfnty io render thyfelf worfe than 
^* riat'uf<f defi^n'd thee : for it has been indulgent 
^^ ^houglS tb^ ihz'^i thie a man, bui tKou fuOLeff 
** dowri th i&e liVti of women/' 

S&VirsU others, whoni Icihd nature has^ madi 
meli, miy Vig'ry jidify be faxM With having made 
themfeives beafts. 

213. A certain man, #hom Diogenes admo* 
nifh'd to the ftudy of WiOorh, to excufe hlihfelf 
of that trouble, faid, * I would not be a fit mai^ 
^ for a philofopfier. <* 'To what intent is it yo|| 
^' live then," replies he, ^'^ if you are under no 
*' concern to live well." 

IVfah hias hot the benefit of life, to tht only 
end that he maV enjoy it in tommon with other 
animals ; But has it conferred upon him, to the 
intent he may learn to behave well : wherice it 
happens, that nature produceth us docile, but not 
learned. 

2^1 4. He toldon^, who trdited his own fathef 
with great contempt and difrefped, << Art no^ 
'^ thou a(ham*d, to defpiie the main to whoni 
^* thou are indebted, even for being agreeable to 
« tbyfclf?" 



1 84 The Apophthegms BookLH 

The beauty of this faying confifts in an alluiioji 
of oppofites. 

215. Diogenes, hearing a very coniely youth 
ufe unhandfome expreflions, (ays, ** Don't it re* 
** Rc& difgrace upon thee, to draw a leaden fword 
*• out of an ivory fcabbard ?" 

Ivory was in the greateft efteem among the an- 
cients. The mind is fheathM in the body, and ap- 
pears only in our talk and converfation. 

216. As Diogenes difcours'd with great ac- 
curacy upon the unreafonablenefs of anger, an 
impudent young coxcomb muft try an experi- 
ment upon the philofopher, to fee whether or not 
he would Z&. conformable with his dodtrine, to 
fpits in his face.^ He bore his treatment with 
great prudence and unconcern : only told the 
youth, ^^ Still I'm not angry ; but then Fm in 
" great doubt, whether I ought not to be an- 
" gry." 

217. He maintained, '* That no other diffe- 
'* rence fubfifted between bad mafters and their 
•* Haves, fave the bare names: for, if the one 
** party were under feivitude to their mafters, 
•* the other were cnflaved by their lufts." 

Implying, that both were in bondage : but in- 
fifting, that mafters were in greater and more 
wretched fervitude than the flaves, if they had the 
additional misfortunes of having the worft of ma- 
fters ; fince ihat whoever is govem'd by their af- 
fed^ions, ferves many mafters, and all thefe fhame- , 
lefs and unmerciful ones. 

218. Diogenes once begg'd a prodigal for a 
hundred drachms. The other, furpris'd at his 
unreafonable demand, fays, ^ Is it not bafe in you 
' to aik me for a hundred drachms, when you beg 

* but 



ftookin. of DIOGENES. 185 

• but a half-penny of others ? ** No," faid Dio-, 
genes, •* for 1 hope to beg of them again." 

He meant, that a prodigal man was in danger 
pf being reduc'd to fuch extreme poverty, that 
be would foon have nought left to beg of him. 

219. Diogenes, feeing a bad archer going to 
(hoot at a mark, went diredUy and fat down clofe 
upon the niark. Being a(k'd his reafon for fit-* 
ting there ? " For fear he fhould (hoot me," an- 
fwer'd he. 

Intimating, that a man who (hot fo wide, was 
more likely to Arike any thing elfe than the fcope : 
fo that, while the other fpedtators went off as far 
as poi&ble from the mark, Dibgenes thought him- 
felf the fafer by how much the nearer he was to 
It.. 

220. When be was interrogated, Whether or 
no death was an evil ? he replied, ** How can 
*' that be an evil, of whofe ij.flucnce we have 
*^ no prefent perception f Whatever is not pre* 
'* fent, we can't perceive ; as long as man has 
** any perception, he lives 5 confequently death 
*^ is abfent from him ; but when he dies, percept 
** tion ceafes : therefore that is no evil, of which 
** we have no perception." 

This argumentation fome attribute to Epi- 
curus. Death is certainly no evil : but the jour- 
ney death- ward is miferable. If we dreaded that, 
the whole feries of human life would be nought 
elfe than a journey to death. 

221. In this manner does he recommend learn- 
ing as univerfally requifite to all ages and condir 
tions of men : .'* Learning," faith he, *' gives 
*^ the Youth temperance, aiFords comfort to Old 
*' age, yields riches to the Poor, and is an orna*- 
•* mcnt to the rich." 

222. Being 
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» 222. Being alk'd. What ^a$ tfte mdf^ v^ua> 
Uc thing in life ? he anfwfer'd, « It was Liberty.'* 
Thit nnin is not in reility free, who is fui>* 
fbrvtent to his vices ; nor can he be poffibly call' J 
frtkj ^ht) wahti much : the covetous and the de« 
Ccate want much ; cbnfequetitly nieithtk- die co- 
vetous dr the delicate are free. 

223. Re maintained, that whatever was not 
HI hs own nature bafe and le'vf in privateer wsti 
no more fo in public ; he argued thus : ^^ If there 
^' be no h^rm in dining, there is no harm in 
*' diiling pubhckly : but thete is no harm in din- 
** ihg i confequentiy there U no harm in dining. 
« publickly." 

Hi(hetto the Cynic is tolerable: but who Would 
bear to hear him areue by the like fyllo^ifm, that 
there wa$ no harm in ealing one'is felf in the pub- 
lic market; that making of waiter, or lying with 
one's wife, was neither (hameful nor indecent, 
any mote in public than in private* Modefiy 
muff be agreeable tty alt j^ood tnkii; 

224. He Would fay, *' T^ ufe imf excrcife 
<* prccut'd facility ^hd difpatbH ih th'i hat^it^ of 
^* theitririd; artd in virtuous i£ii6rfsi eqti^y iifrell 
•*. as in external a£lions.** 

2ZS. He tiftid to iky, *^ That .n<i !ai^ could 
** exift without a ft^tfe : nor any flate, withod^ 
« laws." , 

226. He tfrould fay,. ** Tliai^Nobifity; aid all 
** the pthcr diftinffuitning orriam^tit^ ^hich at- 
" tend fortune, are dnly fb many cloaks for ini* 
« qtiity.'*' 

The rich, tbo* they fidvc no natural prehemi- 
nenc6 over the poor, affume ijftiter licence in 
the commiiEon of Vite, accormn!^ td Flatcus : 

i. etraai 
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etiam et Rex^ 



Et quicquid volejt ; hoc, veluti virtiHe pera&um^ 
Sperarit magn^ laudl fore.* • ■ 

" Yes"^: any thing ; a monarch if he plcafe» 
'^ Afid thus Scab^ridSy nobly fbhd of ptaife, 
'^ By £ateft times hiight bopi§ to be admired, 
^* As if his virtue had his wealth acquirM/' 

Francis* 

227. While he remained in the fervicc of Xe- 
liades, his friends madls feyaral overtures to treat 
ibout ranfoming him^ but hte would hearken to no 
)ropofal of that nature, teUitig them, *^ Don't 
'^ you know that lions are in no refpefi the flaves 
'^ of fuch as feed there ; but that fuch as feed 
^* ihem rather ferve the lions f ** 

A Hon, where-ever he is, Js a lion ftilL 

228. Seeing a ftranget Ui Lateddnon at gfeat 
pains to trim hiiiirelf for an approaching feaft-ddy> 
'* Pray^ Sir/* fays hc> *• What may you be a- 
^^ bout ? Don't yoru know that every day is k 
" feftival to a good man V* 

He compared this world to a temple, dignified' 
by the prefence of the Diety ; in which man ta 
fo conftituted, as to ht under a moral obligatibit 
of demeaniiig himfdf With integrity, as alwajra^ 
under the ii>(pe£tion» and in the prefence of an 
All-feeing Gofd. 

229. He ufed to tell the youth, " Go into the 
'^ boufes of the harlots, that you may fee what a^ 
" worthlefs commodity they be, and at #bat an 
" extravagant rate they are bought/* 

To this Terence alludes when he fays, 

Haec 
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Haec omnia nofic fglus eft adolufcentulis. 

• • • 

It muft zfEotd the youth falutary experience 
who is acquainted with tbefe feveral fcenesq 
life. . \ 

236. Being reproach'd, by a notorious villain] 
for His poverty, he told him, ** I never hav< 
•• known any body put to the rack for bis po- 
•* verty ; but I have>feen many tortur'd on ac- 
** count of their villanies." 

231. Diogenes, being much provok^d by the 
fcurrilous language of one who was infamous for 
treachery and bafenefs, tells him, ^^ I'm glad, 
fays he, " that thou haft render'<lme thi^ie ene- 

V my, bccaufe it is thy friends, not thine ene 
** mies, whom thou art wont to injure." 

232. fieing at another time fet upon by a bald- 
pate, he told him, *' Nay, I mean you no harm^ 
** I indeed rather commend ^our hair, for aban 

V doning fuch a bad fcuU," 
. Intimating, that the man's ufage of him dii 

not proceed from his found judgment j but was 
the effe£t of a failure*in his brain^ 

233. Diogenes, being one. day at dinner in a 
tavern, and feeing Demoftheoes pafs by^ invited 
him to come in. The orator, from a Ihame oP 
being feen at a tavern, made nice in complying: 
whereupon Dfogenes told him, ** What? art* 
*' thou aftiam'd to come into a tavern, whenthf 
** mafter fpends all his time there ?" 

Here he levelled at tfie orators; infmuating, 
that they were only the fervants- of the people. 
*Twould be fomewhat prepofterous, that the 
drudge of the people,, as he called the orators, 

ihouU 
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liould be afhamed of being feen where the people 
bemfelves fpent moft pait of their time. 

234. Diogenes, feeing fome young Rhodians 
rery elegantly drefs'd, faid, Tvfoq arof tr)h i. e* 

* This is pride." Happening foon after tafee 
bme Lacedemonians go paft, drefs'd in ihort, 
pare, dirty jackets, he fays, ^AWof nrot rufof trh, 
- c. *•• This 18 another fort of pride." 

Intimating, that they don't tranfgrefs the rules 
sf reafon and decorum lefs,* who, out of mere 
oftenution, afFe<Sl fordid clothes, than they do, 
irho are puffed up with the vanity of ftrutting in 
fplendid rich garments : whence that prudential 
rule of St. Jerom, * Avoid coarfe and dirty clothes 
< as much as you would do white and fplendid 

• garments/ 

235. The Athenians, to fawn upon Alexan- 
der, decreed. That he ihould be deified, and from 
that time forward regarded as Father Bacchus : 
whereupon Diogenes, in ridicule of that honour, 
done the King, tells them, ^' And make me S«-. 
« rapis." 

As the god Bacchus was worfliipped among the 
Satyrs, Serapis was, by the i£gyptians, worfliip- 
ped under the fimilitude of an Ox. 

236. They relate, that as Alexander the great 
ftood by Diogenes, he afk'd him. If he did not; 
dread him ? ^' What art thou, a good or an evil 
^' Being ?" fays Diogenes. A good Being, an- 
fwer'd the King. *' Who then can be afraid of 
** a good Being ?" fays the other. 

Diogenes tied down the King, either to ad^' 
mit that he was no object of dread ; or elfe ta 
confefs that he was a bad man* But by this en^ 
thymem it might be proved, ihat God Almighty 
is not an obj^ of dread. 

^37. Being 
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zvf. Beine ^vi^aVd oat of his b^ Aepp, 
phyucian aflrd bima ^ Hqw he fbit himf 
« Why, right wtH,'^ repli^, h^, " for c|ie 
^* thren now endbrace one another/' 

A|iudingtQ Hiomer, who feigned {^mform) 
and (ftner) Sleep, Brbtur&k. Sleep is tfap u 
or pifture of De^th, 

238. Having gone to Co|-int)^ he went in 
vifit the fchool of Diopyfiiu the tyraot, (after 
was expell'd l^is kingdom), and found thathis 
krs fung b;|dly. Dionyfiiis ip the interim, thinkingl 
that Diogenes came to condole with bim upon bis, 
misfortunes, ftept in after bim to tbe (cbool, fay*' 
ing, ^ Diogenes, you behave with great humanity; | 
« but fuch is the volubility of human afiairs.'— • 
•* Nay, for my part," (ays piogenes, **I won-' 
** der how thou cai?^ bear to liv^ till now, after 1 
^ having gone thro' fo many qiisfortiines during; 
^^ thy reign : but ftill' I fee, thou prpveft no bet- 1 
<' ter in the capacity of a fchooimafter,. than thou 
'« did'ft in that of a king/' 

239. Being afk'd the reafon, Why men fooner 
chufed to give to other beggars than to philofo- 
phers ? '* The reafon is, fjiitb he, *• becaufe 
^' they hope that they cbemfelves (hall fponer be- 
^ come lame and blind, than they (hall become 
•* philofophers." 

Thofe who pity the diftrcfs'd, fuch as generaSy 
beggars are, may be fuppofed to extend their chari- 
ty, m commiferation to that fate ipcidetit in com- 
mpn to human nature : t)iey think that they oug^t 
to compaffions^te the blind, or the lame, becaufe 
they believe thaf they themfelves are liable to the 
like misfortunes. The faying is ftill the more 
humorous, on account of the abufe made of the 

verb, 
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rerb, thby hope. A'perfoti may hope to be- 
lome a philofophery but nobody hopes to be- 
eome either latne or^blifyl. 

240- Diogenes being upbraided by fome per- 
fons for begging, feeing Pbto never begged any. 
■* }iBjy &yf p'fogtt^cs^ ^* but he^ b^ alfo : but» 

Odyf. a. 

" Mean while in whifpers, with familiar pride, 
*^ Far from the crowd remov'd> be begs afide.'' 

By fuch application of this verfe from Ho- 
mer, he intinja^^, l;bat Pljito was no lefs a 
beggar than Diogenes ; only with this difference, 
that the one begg'd privately, wh^re^ the ot^her 
beggM publickly. 

241. Being upbraided for accepting a mantle 
from King Philip, he replied in this verfe of Ho- 
mer: 

Odyf.0. 



*' With a juft gratitude we ought to eye 
^* The rich donations of the powers on high. 



>> 



What Homer writes in regard to the corporeal 
beauty j^eculiar to thp gods, Diogenes aj^^lies to 
the hfibit gifted hin^ by the King. 
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P H I Lfl P the Macedoniak. 

AS the Lacedemonians have juftly merit- 
ed the greatcft encomiums for thtir 
apophthegms, we have fubjoin'd thofe 
three phiiofophers, who (hin'd moft in this parti- 
cular. Next, we thought proper to add as many 
princes, who, for their turn of witty and pleaiant 
fayings, are as remarkably cel^rated above the 
reft of princes. Philip King of Macedonia, and 
the father of Alexander the Great, feems» in my 
opinion, of all the Grecian princes, the moft in- 
imitable, both for his dexterity of wit, and polite 
fayings. 

I. He would fay, " That he thought the A- 
'* tbenians very happy, in being able to find ten 
*' Generals every year for their armies ; when 
^* he, in fo many years, could find none fuiuble 
^^ enough to intruft with the management of the 
-** war, befides Parmenio. 

Infinuati d 
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Iniinuating ironically, that the pradice of 
changing often the commanders of their armies, 
muft be deftruif^ive of the advantage of any ftate ; 
and that a nation will find it much to their ac- 
count, when once they have found an able faith- 
ful General, to dick by him : becaufe that it is 
not the muhitude of commanders, but their re* 
folution and abilities to carry on a war, that muft 
be fludied. 

2. Having, at one and the fame time, received 
the news of thefe three fuccefsful events : That 
Tethrippus gained the prixe atthe Olympic games ; 
that Parmenio defeated the Dardanians in battle ; 
and thatOlympias brought him a fon : he ftretch'd 
out his hands towards heaven, crying, " O For- 
** tune, to countervail fo many tranfporting in- 
** cidents ! pray afHi6t me with fome light cala- 
" mity/' 

This wife prince did not, on account of fuch 
a fudden run of fuccefs, demean hinifelf with the 
leaft air of infolence ; but tilrn'd fufpicious of the 
indulgence of fortune, whofe. nature he knew to 
be fuch, as fawns upon and flatters, with an 
unufual flow of profperitVj tbofe for whom fhe 
fchcmes ruin and defl:ru£tion. 

3. When, after having fubdued Greece, he 
was advifed to overawe the feveral ftates, by 
keeping them flrongly garrifon'd, in order to 
prevent a revolution, he replied, *' I chufe ra- 
*' ther to enjoy the charad^cr of a courteous and 
•' good prince for a long fpace of time, than the 
" name of matter for a fhort time/' 

He was fenfible that a reign maintained by be- 
nevolence and good offices would be durable : but 
that one fupported by awe and violence would be 
but of a (bort duration. , 

Vol. I. K 4. Being 
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4. Being advls'd to banifti a certain man, for 
fpeaking ill of him, he anfvver'd, *' It is belter 
** that he fpeak in that manner, where we arc 
*' both known, than where we are both un- 
** known.*' 

5. He would fay, ** That he was due the A- 
•* thenians a great many thanks, in regard that, 
*' by their conftant flander and calumny thrown 
** upon him, he was much mended, both in his 
** words anda6tions: for," fays he, *' whilft I 
** endeavour, both by my language and behavi- 
** our, to falfiry their reproaches, and to con- 
** v\6k them of their error, I become a better 
** man." 

An illuflrlous inftance of a true philofophic 
prince, who knew how to profit by the very re- 
proach thrown upon him by his enemies, and not 
like the common behaviour in fuch cafes, to trea- 
furc up the affront, till once an opportunity of- 
fer'd of avenging himfcTf on fuch as traduced him: 
but he, warn'd by thefe reflexions, endeavoured 
to reform his manners, fo as to put it. out of the 
power of his woxft of enemies tg talk a-miis of 
him. * 

6. Smicytltus fummon'd Nicanor to appear be- 
fore the King, charging him with the heinous 
crime of reviling his Majefty's perfon ; where- 
upon the King was advifed to punifh him accor- 
ding to his demerits : but his Majefty made an- 
fwer, *' Nay, Nicanor is not the worfl man in 
** Macedonia ; therefore we muft look whether 
*' we are not rather behind hand in our duty." 
Having then, upon enquiry, found, that Nicanor 
was in the greateft want, wholly occafioned by 
his own neglefk of him, he ordered a large dona- 
don to be made him. Soon after Smicy thus re- 

turningj 
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turning, reprefented to the King, that Nicanor 
made it his conilant bufinefs to found h s Maje- 
fty's praife : *' Well," fays the King, " you fee 
** then, that it is in our own power, either to be 
" well or ill fpoke of." 

How widely different from the humour of thofe 
princes, who think they are never fufficiently ap- 
plauded, when, in the mean time, they neither 
do any thing worthy of applaufe, nor ftudy to de- 
ferve the good will of mankind ; but chufe rather 
to be dreaded than lov'd ; and though oftentimes 
they enter upon the moft deteftabje fchemes, in 
the moft open manner, he is fure to perifti^ that 
dares find fault with them. 

7. As fome people were perfuading Philip to 
aft with fuch fpirit and refolution againft the A- 
thenians, as (hould make them an example to o- 
thers ; he made anfwer, '' That it was very ab- 
" furd to aJvife a man, whofe only fcope, in all 
" his undertakings, was glory, to deftroy the 
" main theatre of that glory." 

Meaning, that his proceedings could never in 
the leaft be juflly conftrued as having any inten- 
tion to fubvert Athens ; but that his only aim 
Was, fo to behave himfelf, as th^t the ftate muft 
renown'd for men of the greateft learning, and 
brighteft parts in the world, might De brought to 
approve of his virtues. 

8. Philip, propofing to make himfelf mafter of 
a very ftrong citadel, was informed by his fpiea, 
that any attempt to take it would prove imprafli- 
cable, for there was no v^2Ly to get at it. '' Is 
*' the way to it fo difficult," faid he, ** that an 
'* afs loaden with gold and filver cannot get thi- 
'* iher?" ' Not fo difficult neither,' faid they. 

K 2 *< Why 
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•• Why then," fays the King, " I find it is not 
•* impregnable." 

Intimating, that there was no place (o ftrong- 
ly fortified, but gold might ftorm : which is the 
moral couch'd by the poets in the fable of Danae, 
debauch'd by Jove, upon converting himfelf into 
gold. Hence Horace, upon the fame fable and 
ftory : 

Aurum per medios ire fatellites, 
£t perrumpere amat faxa, potentius 
Iflu fulmineo. 

•* Stronger than thunder's winged force, 
'* All-powerful gold can fpeed its courfe, 
** Through watchful guards its paflage make, 
*' And loves through folid walls to break.'* 

And a little farther he fays, 

— — — diffidit urbium 
Portas vir Macedo, & fubruit aemulos 
Reges muneribus. -^ ■ ■ 

** Philip with gold through cities broke, 
^* And rival monarchs felt his yoke." 

- Francis. 

9. He admonifli'd his fon Alexander, to make 
aU the men of fway and intereft in the ftate, 
the bad as well as the good, his friends: but 
then, ** To ufe the Good, and abtife the Bad" 

It is a principal maxim in government, * To 

* rejedl none j but to accommodate the fervice of 

* every man to the public -welfare.* Juft as God, 

the 
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the fupreme governor and monarch of the univerfe, 
makes ufe of evil geniufes, and wicked men, for 
the fervice of his church « fo wife princes know 
how to apply the fer vices of bad as well as good^ 
men : not that they make bad men the inihu- 
ments of doing any bad ^&lon ; but make them 
ferve as infirumeots to punifh other bad men, ' 
Notwithfianding this, there are fome princes who 
prepofteroufly abufe the good, and treat the bad ^ 
well : but tyrannical proceedings are manag'd l^ 
impoftors, noted falfely for the opinion had of 
their fan£iity, that the people may reft fatisiied» 
that all their offices are juft and equitable. 

10. Philip being an hoftage at Thebes, one 
Philo, a native of that city, received him into 
bis houfe, and entertain'd him in the moft cour- 
teous and hofpitable manner. Some time after, 
th&t prince was determined to make bis friend 
fome grateful acknowledgment for his paft fa- 
vours, by proper prefents : Pbilo, .howeyer^ acr 
tually refu&ng to acoept of any risturns, ^* O 
'' Philo," faid the Royal Macedonian, *' do not 
*' rob me, at this time, of the honour which I 
** have hitherto prefefved, in having never been 
*^ overcome, in point of benevolence or bene- 
'' faaions." 

Gallant foul, worthy to govern, who was more 
prou4 of being fuperior in good offices, than in 
power and emj^ire ! 

11. Philip being inconfolable for the death of 
Hipparchus the Euboean, a certain perfon at- 
tempted to mitigate his forrow, by telling him. 
That, confidcring Hipparchus was a man of great 
age, he muft have died very feafonably. *^ 'Tis 
*' true," replies the King, «« that he died in a 
** feafonable time for himfelf, but over-haftily 
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** for me : for death fnatch'd him ofF, before he 
** received the fubftantial benefaftion which I 
•* intended for him, as a token worthy of our 
«' friendftiip." 

How rare is it to find a prince fo attached to 
gratitude ? for they ufe their friends, only to an- 
fwer their convcniencies, as they do their horfes. 
While thefc friends can be of ufe, they are taken 
care of : but they no fooner ceale to be unfit for 
fcrvice, than they arc not only turned ofF; but, 
inftead of having a fuitable proof of their mailer's 
gratitude made them, for their long and faithful 
fervices, they are robb'd of whatever they have 
had before. 

12. Underftanding that his fon Alexander 
complaint of bb father's condud, in marrying 
fuch a multitude of wives, which muft burden 
the ftate with an over-numerous ofi^pring, he ex- 
horted him thus : ** The greater number of com- 
** petitors for the crovt^n thou may'ft have to 
** grapple with, the more muft thou exert tby- 
*' fclf to be approved of as a good and gallant 
** man, that, by this advantage, thou may*ft 
** feem to hold the crown, not To much in right 
•* of me, as to maintain, and be pre^err'd to it, 
** by virtue of your own fuperior merit." 

Here was an exemplary inftance of true regal 
prudence in a prince. He did not go about to 
cafe or fati^fy his fon in the leaft ; but endea- 
voured to raife his fufpicions ftill to a greater 
height, that thereby he might the more ftimu- 
late the youth 10 virtue : giving him aUo to 
jcnow, that he was to expe<ft his father's king- 
dom upon no other terms than proving hinnfelf 
worthy of the fucccflion i and that fuch a mighty 

' empire 
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empire was not to be obtained by any other pre- 
tenlion, than that of real merit. 

13. He enjv)i[/d ^Mv-^xandcr to hearken to the 
precepts cf Ariftotle, for he had the care of his /* 
educaiion, and to apply himfelf to the ftudv of 
philofophy, *' Left," faith he, " you commit a 
*' srcat many fuch thngs as I repent to have 
" done.'* 

This illuftrious prince apprehended, that no 
mztXy who was a novice in philofophy, was a fit / 
man for governing : nor was he alham'd to con- 
fefs, that he frequently was guilry of many errors, 
occaUoned bv his not bting inflruded in his youth 
with the doctrines of philofophy. For whoever 
learns the art of government, from bare expe- 
rience, will find, providing he (hould chance to 
be poflefs'd of the moft happy genius, and pene- 
trating turn of wit^ that thefe experiments and 
new leflbns, gain'd by former errors and mifcon- 
duft, arc dearly bought, and too much at the ex- 
pence of the ftate, and come but too late to make 
him a good prince. But a man^ advancing to a 
throne, whofe mind is feafon'd with the precepts ^ 
of philofophy, can fcarcely, providing he is in 
his fenfes, deviate from honefty. Where are 
they, in the interim, who exclaim againft letters, 
and the ftudy of philofophy, as utterly unneceffary 
in the art of government? - 

14. Having preferred a friend of Antipater ta 
be one of the judges in ordinary, foon after he 
came to underftand, that the new-made judge 
had a pra<5tice of dying his hair and beard ; upon 
which he immediately laid him afide, telling hiro» 
** That a man, who would deceive in regard to« 
** his hair, did not feem a fit man to be intrufted 
** with the adminiftration of juftice/* 

K4 /• 
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A man that would ufe paint to tinge his hair, 
a circumflance by which he could cxpe& no great 
advantage, would probably ufe more, to varniOi 
his determinations in matters of public jufUce, 
where an impofiure might often be produ£live of 
great emoluments ; and this ought to be the chief 
care of princes, to fix upon men of known inte- 
grity to prefide over courts of juflice. But how 
can that be done, where the difcharge of the fe- 
veral offices is determined by venality and cor- 
ruption ? where judgment is mere matter of pur- 
chafe, and where a man is appointed judge^ not 
on account of any fuperior fufficiency, or honefly 
to difcharge his ofHce, but becaufe he was happy 
, in making the earlieft application, or was blefs'd 
with a fuperior fortune to make the greateft lar- 
gefles, for which he may refund himfctfy by ren- 
dering the didribution of public juftice a public 
fale, where the higheft bidder carries the point, 
and that under the fandion of the public appoint- 
ment ? ' 

15. Philip, fitting once upon the bencfi to 
determine, fame cafes, at a time that he was 
drowfy, and feem'd to give but fmall attention, 
pafs'd fentence againfl one Machetas. Soon af- 
ter the fentence was read, Machetas cried out, 

* I appeal from the fentence.' The King, great- 
ly furpriz'd, (aW., *' To whom do you appeal?" 
The prifoncr anfweir'd, ' From you , O King, when 

* you gave no ear to my cafe ; to you yourfelf, 

* wjien.you are attentive to it.' Upon this the 
King, roufing himfelf, and hearing the caufe a 
fecond tin^e, with due attention, perceived that 
Machetas was wrong'd : but thinking it not (0 
proper, as the fentence was pafled, to revoke it, 
he paid the money in which Machetas was fiB'cl. 
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How many arguments of regal virtue are con- 
fpicuous in this fingle a£lian ? He did not difcover 
any fymptom of paillon, though his fentence was 
publickly objedted to on account of hi&drowfy- 
nefs: the one was the genuine effe£l of kingly ' 
moderation ; the other an inftance of his pru- 
dence, when by fuch ingenious judgment he fuf- 
tain'd the lofs of the^ party caft, to prevent be- 
traying the royal authority in matters of judg« 
ment. 

16. The Peleponnefians having hifs'd and de- 
rided Philip at the Olympic games, his friends 
were fo oiFended thereat, and more efpccially, 
conddering-he treated them with great humanity 
and friend(hip, that they did all in their power 
to ftir up the king to revenge this egregious af- 
front : but he told them, *' If, after we have 
" given them fuch marks of our favour and 
" good -will, they have behaved themfelves in 
*' this manner, how much worfc may we fuppofc 
*^ will they behave to us, in cafe we were to do 
** them any harm?" 

He very pleafantly turn'd the arguments of 
his friends into ridicule. This behaviour was 
as much a fpecimen of magnanimity, as it was 
of his clemency and moderation. 

17. It happened that, Philip fleeping a little 
Icnger than ordinary, the Greeks gathered in great 
crowds at his door, demanding audience, and up- 
braided the King for not being out of bed at that 
time of day : but Parmenio pleaded for him thus : 
** Gentlemen," fays he, *' don*t wonder if Philip 
•* is now afleep, for he wak'd, while you flcept.*' 

18. As he was himfelf a man of humour, fo 
he wa§ fond of it in another : for when he main* 
tain'd. argumients with a mufician, fomewhat pe- 

K 5 xemptorily. 
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rcmptorily, in point of his profeflion, the mufi- 
cian told him, **^ Heavens forbid, Sir, that your 
*' Majefty (hould know thefe things better than 
«« myfclf." 

19. Philip hearing his fon fmg fome where with- 
great (Icill and quaintnefs, he chided him, fay- 
ing, ** Art not thou afliam'd to know how to 
«* fingfo well?" 

Meaning, that finging was an art much below 
a King 

20. Happening to fall down upon his face in 
the wreftling ground, and viewing, after he got 
up the imprefTion of his body in the duft, 
•' Well," fays he, ** 'tis ftrahge that we oc- 
•• cupy but fuch a fmall portion of earth natu- 
" rally, when we aim to grafp the whole 
«' globe." 

It were to be wifh'd, that this faying w^as of 
proper weight with his fon, for whofe infjtiable 
ambition the whole globe itfelf was too fmall. 

21. Having difmifs'd (gratis) all the Athenians 
ihat were taken prifoners at Cheronea, they re- 
turned foon afterwards, to demand their clothes 
and bedding, and upon that account commenced 
a law-fuit againft the Macedonians : whereupon 
Philip faid, fmiling, *' Would not any perfon 
** think, that the Athenians imagin'd themfelves 
♦* beat by us only at a game of dice ?" 

How civilly the vid^or bore with the ingrati- 
tude of the vanquifh'd ! who, befides not making 
him a thankful acknowledgment for beine fent 
home (Jq^ and without any ranfom, accufed him 
for pot returning their clothes and beddings, as if 
they were ignorant of the law of arms, and made 
no more of being beat in the field than were they 
beat at a game of, dice, which is but boy's play. 

22. Juft 
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22. Juft as he was going to decamp in a beau- 
tiful valley, he was told tJierc would be no provi- 
fions for the baggage horfes in that place : where- 
upon he faid, ** What a ftrange life we lead, if 
*' we are obliged to fuit our living to the con- 
*' veniency of afles." 

23. As a common foldier, who had the ho* 
nour to be known to Philip for a brave fellow, 
gave the King an account of a dorm he had been 
in at (ea, with the lofs of the veflel, and how 
narrowly^ he himfelf came off with his life, he 
begg'd, at the fame time, a certain farm for his 
fubfiftence, which the King granted him, and 
ordered him to be put in pofleffion of the eftate* 
The proprietor, perceiving that he was now to- 
be undone by a man that he had prefer v'd, ap- 
pHed himfelf immediately to Philip, with the 
naked truth of the fad : * Sir,' fays he, ' my 

* dwelling fc in fuch a place, by the fea fide > 

* where I heard an out-cry, one night, of fome- 

* body indiftrefe; and, upon going out to fee 

* what it was, there did I find the ruins of a 

* wreck> and a man, paddling in the fea, half- 

* ftarv'd, and labouring for life. I took him up, 
' and carried him home with me, where he was 

* ten Jed and treated like a child of the family. 

* Ac the end of three days, finding himfelf in a 

* travelling condition, he would needs be gone ; 

* fo that I gave him a viaticum, and he went a- 

* way, with a thoufand protefiations, That my 

* kindnefj (hould never be forgotten : and who* 

* fhould this be now, in all the worlf?, but the 

* very man that begs my eftate/ The King W2S 
fo tranfported at this barbarous ftory, (for the 
fol. itr told him only of his danger, and not one 
Word of his benefadlor), that he oidefed Paufa- 

K 6 jiiat 
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fanias to put the poor creature into his eftate a- 
gain, and the foldier to be cafhier'd, and ftigma- 
tiz'd with thcfc words upon his forehead^ ** The 
** ungrateful Gueft." 

There is an ingratitude in the concealing of 
benefits, in the forgetting of them, and likewife 
in not returning good for good : but the higheft 
pitch of all is, the repaying good with eviJ, and 
efpecially where confcience, policy and humanity 
fall in over and above. The ungrateful man is 
the common enemy of mankind ; and therefore 
nothing lefs than a maik of infamy, to make 
him known to all people, will reach the heinouf- 
nefs of his crime : fo that this infcription is as 
much as puniihing him by a proclamation, to be 
the worft of monfters. It were a blefling to the 
world, that all court-beggars of this fort might 
be branded, for an example and a terror to all 
iniinuating parafites, and for the honour of their 
mailers. — -** 

24. Philip chided his fon Alexander, for being 
over-benevolent in making fuch great largefTes 
t.o the Macedonians. *' Thou wicked boy," 
faith he, ** what induces thee to hope that thofe 
•* (hall ever be faithful fubjefbs to thee, whom 
** thou thyfelf wilt corrupt with money? Or 
** doft thou do it, with the intention that, in- 
" ftead of their King, the Macedonians may 
•• look upon thee as their Almoner ?** 



ALEXANDER the Great. 

25. '\7l7"Hile Alexander was yet a boy, it was 

^^ obfervable, that^ on occafion of his 

father's great, conquefts, bis man/ noble and 

a fuccefs'* 
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Fuccefsful exploits, he never difcoveretf the leaft 
joy or fatisfa£tion ; but was often heard com- 
plaining, among his play-fellows, ^' That hts 
" father would leave him nothing :'* when the 
boys, on the other hand, would fay, • Nay, but 
* all this purchaTe is made for you/ '* What 
" ftiali It avail me," he would anfwer, ** if, in 
^^ pofieflion of all, I fball have nothing left me 
« to do?" 

Even at this age appear'd thefe (parks of his 
turbulent and ambitious difpofition. 

26. Alexander brought into the world with 
him a fmgular felicity of conditution, both of 
body and mind* His genius led him to the feats 
of arms, and to the love of all military and man- 
ly exercifes; infomuch, that, while he was yet 
a boy, being very fwift of feet, his father 
would have him try a courfe in the Olympics : 
•* I willingly would, Sir," replies Alexander, 
*' were I to run with Kings." 

27. Alexander having ordered a girl to be 
brought to bed to him, fhe was fo late in com- 
ing, that the King afk'd her^ What kept her till 
that time of night ? She made anfwer, ^ That 
^ tiic waited tin her hufband was a- bed.' Upon 
which Alexander inftantly caird his fervants, 
and, .giving them a fevere rebuke, order'd them 
to convey the woman back again, faying, <^ I 
^' was, by your fault, very (hort of being an a- 
*♦ dulterer." 

Here was a notable example of continency in 
a youth that was a King : for, among them, fimr 
pie fornication pafs'd as no crime. It appears, 
that they had a pradice, which ftill fubfiiis in 
Italy, of lying always feparate fromr thek wives, 

' except 
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except when they had an inclination to 
them. 

28. Alexander, being wounded in battle b^ 
arrow, f*tid to fome of his parafites that ftc 
round about him, " You, all of you, caJi 
•* immortal, and the fon of Jove : but what 
•' you think of me now ? Docs not this woui 
" give you all the lie ? This blood that rui 
** from me, I'm very fenfible, js of the fai 
•' colour with that of the meaneft of my fbldien 
** and'reminds me, that I'm but a man." The 
putting on a chearful countenance, he appeal*! 
to Homer, faying, 

T«yfX dyxifMfiq tta-^, x^ a^Wtoi xa^Jkorrau, 

•* From the clear vein a dream immortal flow'cl, 
'' Such flreams as iflue from a wounded god : 
** Pure emanation ! uncorrupted flt3od^, 
•* Unlike our grofs, direas*d, terreftial blood. 
•* For not the bread of man their life fuftains, 
** Nor wine's inflaming juice fupplies their veins."^ 

Pope. 

29.. One day, as Alexander, when a boy, of- 
fer'd facrifices to the goo's, in which it feems fee 
was rather too profufe of the gums and frankin- 
cenfe, Leonidas his pedagogue, ftanding by, fays 
to him, ' Young man, I would not have you fo 

* liberal of your perfumes, till once vou are ma- 

• fter of that country which bears thefe fpices.' 
Prompted by the remembrance of this expreffion, 

fhTter he bad made a cbnqueft of that country, be 

wrote 
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rote his preceptor, in this manner : *' I feqd 
you a few talents worth of frankincenfe and 
myrrh, that, for the future, you may not be 
fo very niggardly to the gods ; fince you can«'t 
be ignorant, that I'm now in pofTeflion of that 
country which produces thefe perfumes." 

30. Before the engagement at Granicus, he 
defirM his army, ** To dine heartily, fince the 
** next day they were to fup on the enemy's 
** proviftons." 

Here was great prelence of mind, as well as 
confidence and fecurity in the event of battle. 

31. Fcrillus, Alexander's friend, begg'd him 
for a portion to his daughters. The King order'd 
W\n\ to take fifty talents : upon which the other 
told his majefiy, * That ten would be enough.' 
" So much," fays Alexander, " may be enough 
" for thee to receive, but not for me to be- 
*' ftow." 

32. Alexander, feeing huge ftatues, at Mile- 
tus, of fuch men as among them were conquerors- 
at the Olympic and Pythian games, he afk d the 
citizens, " Where were thefe great bodied men, 
** when the Barbarians fiorm'd your city ?" 

He bitterly inveigh'd againft the vain ambition 
of that nation, who would glory in men for their 
fuperioiity of firength, or magnitude, of body, 
and yet excell'd only for gaining a viftory at fuch 
mock and ludicrous difputes ; when, in dangers 
of the high eft concern, they were no better than 
fo many cyphers. 

33. Alexander, after the battle of Granicus, 
having no lefs than ten thoufand talent?, and. the 
half of Afia profFer'd him by Darius, confulted 
with his officers concerning thefe terms : where- 
upon Parmenio faid, * Sure I would accept of 

( thefe 
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* thefe conditions, if I were Alexander :* ** Ao 
«* fo would I," anfwer*d he, " if I were Pal 
•« mcnio." 

34. When in the temple of Ammon, he wa 
faluted by the pricft, the fon of Jupiter, iM 
faith, *^ Nay, fuch a defignation is no y^ay to 
** be wonder'd at, when Jupiter is the common 
** father of all i but more particularly of good 
•• men." 

His interpretation of the oracle was both mo- 
deft and ingenious. For he confefs'd, that Jove 
was by nature the parent of all mankind ; tho' 
he acknowledg'd them more efpecially for his 
children, who, by their valour or virtues, ap- 
proach'd the neareft to the divine nature. 

35. When it was reprefented to Alexander, 
to the advantage of Antipater, who was a 
Aern, imperious n)^n. That he only, of all his 
Lieutenants wore no purple, but (till kept the 
Macedonian habit of black. Alexander faid, 
** Yea, but Antipater is all purple within.'* 

36. Alexander, at an entertainment in a 
friend's houfe, one cold night, in the winter- 
time, faid, upon perceiving but a very poor fire 
in the room, *' Come, bring here either wood, 
•• or frankincenfe." 

Itifinuating, that his hoft was as faving of the 
Wood, as if it were fo much incenfe 5 when, in 
time of fuch fevere and bitter cold, even gum or 
fpices ought not, * in cafe of neceflity, to be fpar- 
ed : he perhaps further hinted, that there might 
be fire enough to burn incenfe to the gods, 
though there was too little to keep off the cold. 

37. Having ordered all the old foldiers and in- 
valids, amon^ the Macedonians, to be fent h^me 
by fea, there was. one th^t found means to have 

himfelf 
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nfelf inroU'd among the number of the fick, 

[>' at the fame he ail'd nothing. This being 

cover'dy he was immediately carried before the 

ing, and upon examination confefs'd, that he 

gn'd himfelf Tick, becaufe of his love Telefip- 

, who was gone a (hip-board. Alexander then 

k'd him. Whom he would delegate to fetch 

eleiippa back from the camp ? but being told, 

;at ibe was a free-born woman, he fays, *^ Since 

that is the cafe, I will aiHft you all I can, if 

your miftrefs is to be won either by prefents 

or perfuafions ; but we muft ufe no violence 

to a free lady, at her own difpofal/* 

Thus he indulg'd in his amour a brave foldier9 

hooi he wanted to keep in his army ; and in* 

lin'd, that a gentlewoman (hould return, only 

y perfuaiton and iair means. 

38. When thefe Grecians, who were in the 
ncmy's fervice, furrendered themfelves, he or- 
er'd the Athenians to be thrown into chains, be- 
aufe that, while they might be in the public 
ay, they fcrvM the enemy. He order'd the 
i'hefialians to be treated in like manner, on 
ccount that, havine the beft of lands their own, 
aey did not ftay at home to manure them : but 
e difmifs'd the Thebans, faying, ** Thefe are, 
^ by our own means, deprived of both lands 
* and city." 

He fo moderated their punishment, that he 
nly chained fuch as merited death, and tranf- 
srr'J the crime of thofe, who could plead necef- 
ity, upon himfelf. 

39. Having a certain Indian, among the prj* 
oners of that country, who was fo ikilful an 
irchcr, that he could dart an arrow thro' a ring, 
it a confiderable difiance, Alexander iiififted m 

feeing 
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feeing a fpecimen of his art. The Indian ref 
cd, and was by the King ordered to be put 
death> for his obllinacy and perverfenefs. As 
was going to the place of execution, ai> offic 
a(k*d him. What reafon he could have Tor r 
obliging the King in (o trivial an affair ? * Wh 
faid he, * 1 have tor a long time left ofF the pra 

• tice of my art, and I had rather die, than ve 

• ture the lofs of my reputation, if I fliould ha 

• mifs'd my aim before fo great a prince. '_ Ale 
ander, hearing of the Indian's high fpirit, n 
only fet him at liberty, but applauded and i 
warded him for his intrepidity and refolut:on. 

It is certainly true, that, according to the c 
proverb, '* Like will to Like." Alexander, b 
ing in purfuit of unbounded glory, -was fond 
like affeSion in others, 

40. Taxilles, an Indian prince, coining 01 
to meet Alexander, accofted hini.thus : *• 1 cha 
' lenge thee to neither combat or battle, but 1 

* another kind of conteft. If thou art our inf 

* rior, accept a favour at our hands : but if the 

* art fuperior, let us feel the kind influences < 
< thy benefaaions.' «' Well/' faid Alexandc 
** let this fame be the mattjer difputed for, whic 
•* of us twp, in offices of mutqal frrcndfliij 
** fhall outdo the other." Then having wit 
great affeftion embraced this'princc, he not onl 
edablKh'd him in his own dominions, but ver 
much enlarged their extent. 

41 . Alexander fined fome of his friends, *' Bt 
•' caufe," he faid, >' that, in playing at dia 
** he took notice they were not at play.** 

There are many who, in this or any fuch lik 
amufement, are fo ferious, and in as much earn 
eil, as if they were employed in an afiPair of th 

greatei 
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cateft importance. They are not at play, who 
ike their whole fortunes, and foaieumes their 
lildrcn, upon the caft of a die. 
42. He ufed to fay of his two friends, Cratc- 
s and Hephiftion, ** That Hephiftion lov*d 
Alexander ; but. Craterus lov'd the King.'* 
Meaning, that Craterus, in whatever related 
the regal dignity, difcharg'd all the punftilio's 
cumbent upon a friend : but that Hephiftion 
lued Alexander, from a principle of private af- 
Sion. He therefore equally rewarded, tho* m 
different manner, both thefc great men, who 
gardcd him from very different motives : for he 
mour'd Craterus with a dignity equal to that 
Wch any of his moft powerful and principal 
■ends enjoy 'd : but, of all his favourites, he 
*'d Hepbeftion moft, and admitted him to the 
*ateft and mofl intimate familiarity* 
43- Alexander muft needs beftow a bounty of 
'ty talents upon Xenocrates the phtlofophcr : biit 
^ good man made a fcruple of receiving it : for 
'.f^id* * That he had no need of it. «* Well,'' 
^^h Alexander, ** but has he no friend that 
hath need of fuch a fum ; for fcarcely (hall 
the wealth of Darius fufScc me, to diftributc 
among my friends." 

1 muft confcfs, that I am at a lofs here to de- 
'fmine, whether this propenfe fpirit of liberality 
['the King, or fuch a contempt of money in the ^ 
"'lofopher, who would return fuch a prodigious 
ftCcnt from fo gr^at a prince, is matter of the 
feateft admiration ! 

.44- fieing told, that a certain man fpokc ill of 
""1 he faid, *' It is a regal pleafue to hear thy- 
self ill fpoke of, whilit thou art confcious of 
' wcll-doing/' 

Nothing 
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Nothing could be more generoully brave tfa 
this manner of exprefiion. 

45. Being aflc'd, Where he fhould depo| 
his treafure ? he anfwer'd, ^* Among d 
«* friends." 

Intimating, that a man's podeflions are 1 
where fafer than there : becaufe that, wheneV 
he has occafion for them> they return back wi 
intereft. 

46. As an exprefs run towards him with opf 
arms, tranfported with joy to be the meflenger I 
fome fuccef^ful event, Alexander very calaj 
fays, ** What great news, eocd Sir, can vou hai 
*^ to tell me, if Homer be not rifen from d 
<* dead ?" 

Infinuating, that the glory of all his illuftriai 
a£lions would be loft, if fucb another as Hooi 
did not tranfurit them to pofterity, 1 

47. A certain Adatlc flatei never in the leal 
molefted by Alexander's arms, came to offer bu 
part of their country, and the half Qf all tl 
fubftance befidcs : but he anfwer'd them, << 
** intention is not to accept of what you coidj 
'^ have given me ; but to the end that you migi 
•* poffcfs what I thought proper to leave." 

48. Philonicus, the TheHalian, havij 
brought the horfc Bucephalus to Philip, cfFer*^ 
to fell him for thirteen talents : but when th< 
went to the field to try him, they found htm 
very vicious and unmanageable, that they wer< 
leading him away as wholly ufelefs i for he wouli 
fufFcr none to back him, nor endure the voice J 
any of Philip's attendants. Alexander, then t 
boy, faid, as he flood by, " What an cxcellcnj 
*• horfe do they lofe, for want of proper addrcl^ 
<* and boldnefs to manage him ?" Whereupoi] 

1 
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ucher iaith, * Do 70U pretend to find faalt 
ith thofe okkr than yourfclf, as if you were 
:tter able to manage the horfe than they are ?* 
iTes," laid Alexander, «« I ihouM deal better 
wtth bfin." Upon which he ran to the horfe, 
^ taking hold of the bridle, ufed him with 
; Jexterity and gentle means, that, with one 
ihle leap, be mounted him : then, tenderly 
•tening the rem, he atrVd hhn, withoat 
k'og or rpurring htm. Afterwards, when he 
r.d his dangerous fury was overy he clapped 
rs to him. Thofe that were prefent beheld 
I a£Kon with filent afbniihment, till, feeing 
-. return, at the end of his career, they broke 
: into acclamations of applaufe : whereupon his 
icr Philip, embracing him in a tranfport of 
, laid, ^* My fon, look out a kingdom equal 
and %rorthy of thy great foul, for Macedonia's 
boands are too narrow for thee/' 
This wife prince already prefaged, that his he- 
l.-tary dominions would not fatisfy the growing 
ibttion of fucb an exalted capacity. However, 
this fteed, we learn, that a great many nam- 
^renitdet are loft thro* the want of proper in- 
tuiion, in having the mbfbrtune to be trained 
fuch as are ignorant how to manage them, o» 
ervrile than, from fprightly and elegant horfcs, 
render them aflcs* 

49. He ufed to fpeak with thegreateft venera- 
Ki of hb preceptor Ariftotle, faying, ** That he 
was no lefs indebted to him, than to his fa- 
ther : for, if the one communicated the prin- 
ciples of life to him, the other inflili'd in him 
the principles of a virtuous life/' 
;c» Alexander demanded of a corfair, that he 
id taken prifoner, How be durft prefumt to 

fcour 
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fcour the feas at that infolent rate? ** Wbjf 
'' truly," faith he, " I fcour the feas for m; 
•' proht and pleafure, as you fcour the world 
" only that for doing fo with,afingle galley. Til 
*' to be a pirate for it; and you muft be fliiedi 
*' prince, for doing the fame thing with a form} 
** dable fleet." Alexander, admiring his intn^ 
pidity, gave him his life. 

Power is no privilege for violence. It ma| 
create fome fort of fecurity in the execution ; but 
gives no manner of right to the commicting ol 
it : for opprefBon and iojuflice are the v^ry (am* 
things in an emperor, as the3fare in a pirate. 

51. Alexander going to Delphos, to confalf 
the Oracle concerning ihe fuccefs of the w^ar he 
had undertaken, fent meflengers to defire thd 
prieftefs to do her office. But flic refufing, un- 
der pretence of a law to the contrary, he went: 
up himfelf, and drew her by force into the tem- 
ple, where, tir'd and overcome by his importu- 
nities, * My fon/ faid.fte, ' Thou art InviBd-i 

• ble/ Alexander, laying hold of what flic 
fpoke, caird out, *' I have Oracle enough." 

52. When he pafled into Afia, he gave large 
donations, to the extent of almoft all the regal 
wealth, to the Captains, and other men of va- 
lour, infomuch that Perdiccas aflc'd him, * Sir, 

• what do do you keep for yourfeli ?' " Hope,"^ 
anfwer'd Alexander* Perdiccas told him, * Nijrj 

* we, thy fellow (bldiers have hopes in common 

* with you ;* and fo refufed the divifion of the 
lands the King allotted them. | 

53. Sitting on the judgment- feat, to decide 
criminal caufes, he was obferved to keep one of 
his ears always ftopt, while the accufer was plead- 
iug i and being afk'd the reafon ? " I have," faid 

he, 
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, '^ the other ear unprejudic'd, in order to hear 
the party accufed." 

54. When Philoxenes, Admiral of the fleef, 
[Ote hiiii> to know if he would buy two fine 
ys, which one Theudorus, a Tarentine, had 

fell, he was fo offended thereat, that he often 
{>of^ulated with his friends, ** What bafenefs 

hath Philoxenes ever obferv'd in me, that he 

(hould prefuoie to make me fuch arv obfcenc 

propofal i" 

55. Obferving, that Calliftenes the philofo- 
ber was one, who was fo far from fuiting him- 
i{ to the manners of the court, that, by his 
mguage and behaviour, he feem'd perpetually 
ifiatisfied. Alexander, in converfdtioh about 
im, fpoke this extempore v^ik : 

** Xh'abftemious fage I much dcteft, 
*' Whofe wifdona hurts his intereft.** 

[ 56. As Alexander, going to florm Nifa, had 
)b(erved, that the foldiers were much terrified at 
he depth of the river, which run clofe by the 
:.ty, he inftantly leap'd into the water, crying 
)ut, •* Alas, I am, of all the army, at moS 
* difadvantage, in having never learn'd the 
" art of fwimming :'* fo, leaning on his fhield, 
yy way of cork, he was the firft who fwam over 
to the other fide. 

57. Having pafTed the Hcllcfpont, he went 
ta Troy, where, crowning the ilatue of Achilles 
A^ith garlands, he burft out into this ejaculation : 
'' O happy Achilles ! who, while he liv'd, had 

'* fo 
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*< fo faithful a friend; and fo great a panegyrij 
« when dead/' 

Speaking of Patroduis and Homer : the forme 
of which was his moft faithful frietid ; and th 
other immortaliz'd his aftions after he ^^as dead 
in making him the Hero of his Iliad. 

58. Seeing, as he went into the palace 
Darius, the fublirtie grandeur of his apartment 
^hich was large and well pitched ; the bedsj 
tables, and all the entertainment were ptrkdlj 
magnificent 5 for moft of the furniture v^as gold 
curioufly wrought; and fmelling the fragranl 
odours with which the whole place was exqui- 
fitely perfum'd, he .turnM to thdfe about him, 
faying, '* Was this being a King ?*' 

Intimating, that a King ftiould not fuffi^r him- 
felf to be fo debauched, by fuch an exceffive in- 
dulgence of luxury and delicacies. 

59. There was a very curious little box, 
efteem'd the greatcft rarrty among the treafutts 
and other booty taken from Darius, prefented to 
Alexander. It being afk'd. What might be the 
propcreft thing to be laid up in it ? One pro- 
pofed one thing, and another another thing: 
but Alexander faid, •* That he thought nothing 
** fo worthy to be preferv'd in it as a Homer." 

Meaning, that there was no treafure more 
priz'd by a youth, who ftudied to model him- 
felf by the copy of Achilles. j^ 

60. Parmenio begg'd him' to attack the ene- 
my, under covert of night, that the darknefs 
might conceal the danger and horror of the en- 
fuing battle; becaufe there would be the greateft 
hazard to engage in open day-light with fuch an 
immenfe multitude of forces, the terror arid noife 
of which lefembled the roaring of a vaft ocean. 

* To 
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I'd which propofal be made the fo much cele- 
rated anfwrer, ** I will not fteal a vidory." 
Defpifing to take any advantage of an enemy 
nder the protedlbn of night. 

61. After he read a long letter from Antipa- 
er, containing feveral calumnious complaints 
pon his mother Olympias, he faid, '* Antipater 
^ feems to be ignorant, that one tear of my mo- 
* ther will blot out many fuch letters." 

62. Alexander was no way offended upon un- 
handing that his After maintained a familiar 
ntimacy with a handfome young fellow ; but 
aid, '* Why may not Ihe enjoy, in fome fhape 
' or otBler, her own reign ?" 

Here he differed from the fentiments of Caefar 
\uguftus upon the like occafion ; for he took 
lothing fo much to heart, as the lafcivious prac- 
ices of his daughter and. grand-daughters. 

63. Alexander is reported to have wept, upon 
learing Aoaxogoras matHtain, that there was an 
nnumerable multitude of worlds ; and that, be- 
ing afk'd. What misfortune had happen'd to oc- 
:afioii tears ? he made repl*/, " Have not I fufE- 
" cient reafon to weep, when, feeing there are 
" infinite worlds, we have not )et maftcr'd 
'* one." 

64. Philip, in an engagement with the Tri- 
balli, .was defperately wounded in the thigh with 
a lance: but, by the afliftance of an expert chi-. 
rurgeon, he was foon thought to be out of dan- 
ger. Alexander, hearing him complain, that he 
had contraded fuch a lamenefs as no art couid 
remove, which muft unavoidably be a great ble- 
tniQi in his perfon, told him, *' You have no 
^' reafon to be dafli'd, for the deformity in your 
*' gait, to appear in publick, if you mind diat 

Vol. I. L '' your 
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^' your halt is no more than a tettimony of joi 
*' valour." 

We have fame other afx>phthegins like this i 
tfnong the Lacedemonians. 

65. Having vifited Troy, as he revolred wit 
himfelf the actions of the ancient heroes^ and ha 
nour'd their memories, there was one wiio toij 
him, he might fee the harp of Paris, if he fai^ 
cied. '* I don't think it worth the looking on/ 
fays Alexander ; ^* I want more to fee the harj 
*' of Achilles." 

That great hero was wont to celebrate tU 
f lory ai)d renowned adtions of valiant and bravi 
men upon his harp : but Paris would play nothiR| 
elfe than wanton and effeminate tunes upon hi< 
harp. 

66. Darius, having raifed a vaft numerous ar- 
my, was juft upon the point of engaging the Ma- 
•cedonians, when Alexander was fallen into a mofl 
|)rofound fleep, inibmuch that he couM not be 
walc'd ; at length, being in the utmoft danger, 
Parmenio went to his bed-fide, and call'd him 
twice or thrice by his name : at laft, havind 
wak'd him, he told the King, that he was not a 
little furpriz'd, to fee him fleep fo fecurely, a^ 
iuch a crifis, when he was upon the vei^ of 
fighting the moft important battle of all. ** In« 
** decdf^* hid Alexander, ** I own, Darius has 
'* now freed me from great troubles and per* 
^' plexities : for, by coUeifling all his force into 
*^ one body, he has given us an opportunity to 
'^ decide the empire of Afia at one blow." 

67. Zenaphontus compofed certain airs and 
meaiures of mufic, <apable of routing the mind 
of Alexander to feats of arms, in a furprifing de- 
gree. As feveral were admiring the dexterous 

faculty 
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faculty of the mufician, one among them faid, 
'' To prove himfelf a true artift, lc.t him com- 
'^ pofe, if he c^, fuch airs and tunes as may 
*' redaim him from arms." 

Infinuating, that it required no great (kill to 
foufe a man to any difpofition the natural pro-^ 
penfity of his mcUnation lead him to. 

68. After Alexander had obtain'd the firft 
yidory over Darius, he was feiz^'d with a 
violent indifpofition : and, while his phyfician, 
Ihilip, was preparing a medicine for him, he 
Reived a letter from Parmenio, intimating, 

* That, if hg followed the prefcriptions of that 

* phyfician, he would infallibly lofe his life, be* 

* ing corrupted by Darius to poifon him.' Not* 
withftanding this information, Alexander, with 
great chearfulnefs and afiiirance, taking hold of 
4e medicine, gave Philip the letter to read, and, 
^ithout the leaft'hefitation, fixing his eyes upon 
liim as he read, fwallowed- the potion. But Phi- 
'■P) with an afTured countenance, told him, * A 
' kw hours would clear him of the calumny con* 
*tain'd in it, by the recovery of his majefty's 

* health 5' which accordipgly happened, to the 
content of the King, and honour of the phy- 
Idan. 

69. As Alexander was taking the air opcc, 
^pon the Hyda^s, AriSobuhis entertain'd him 
**tb a relation he had writteai of his victory over 
^orus. But it was fo naufeous a piece of flattery, 
^at he fnatch'd the. book out of his hand, as he 
*as reading, and threw into the river. «* What !" 
[*y8 Alexander in a rage, '* were you fo hard put 
'^ to it, that you could find nothing to commend 
^ me for that was true ?" • 

> h z* 70, He 
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70. He was wont to ray> ^< That fleep, and 
'* the a6t of generation, chiefly, made him fen- 
'^ fible, that he was mortal ; withal aflirming, 
'' that wearinefs and pteafure proceed both from 
^* the fame frailty and imbecility of human na- 
** turc." 

Death is the image of Sleep, and coition is 
nothing elfe than a fpecies of convuiflve diforders. 

71. As Alexander was reading a letter from 
his mother, which contain'd, beitdes fome fecrec 
intelligences, feveral calumnious accufatioos a- 

^guinft Antipater ; Hephxfiion, with his ufual fa- 
miliarity, look'd on, and read the ^letter along 
with the King, ,who, not in the leaft . offended 
at his freedom, after reading the letter, pullM 
his fignet off his finger, and clapp'd it upon He- 
phseliion's mouth ; warning him, by this innuen- 
do, to privacy, 

A remarkable inftance of his confidence in bis 
friend, and as great a proof of his egregious hu- 
nwlity, in taking fuch meafures to obviate any 
difgrace whereto Antipater might otherwife be 
expofed, notwithftanding he was a man much 
de^efted by the King. 

72. A certain Indian, who was in pofleiEon 
of an inacceflible rock in that country, having 
dglivercd himfcif up to Alexander, he not only 
appointed him Governor of the fort, but paid 
him alfo this compliment : ^' I take this to be a 
^^ prudencGentleman, in chufing to commit hioi- 
*^ felf rather to a good man, than to a Well forti- 
** fied place. 

73. After King Porus was defeated, and him- 
felf taken prifoner by AJexander, the latter aflc'd 

- him, *' How (hall I ufc you ? " * As a King 
* ought to be ufed, • anfwer'd Porus, Alexander 

then 
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ifien aik'd, ** If there was any thing befide that 
•" he cxpefted?" * Why/ replied he, * that 
' comprehends all the treatment 1 can expert/ 
Alexander, admirrng his prudence and forticude*, 
not only fuffer'd him feo govern his own kingdomy 
as his Lieutenant, but added to it a large pror-^ 
vince of free people, whom he had newly fubduedr 

74* Alexander, as he was at the point of 
death) looking en his friends that flood around 
hrm, faidy ^^ I fee that there will be a gresK 
*• epitaph.*' 

Forfeeing, that the pens of feveral eloquent 
and learn'd writers would be employed in cele- 
brating his anions : nor did he divine ami fs. 

75. While he faluted the captive daughters of 
Darius, he kept his eyes fixt upon the ground^ 
for fear of being fmitten by their extraordinary 
charms ; and would often fay, among his ac* 
quaintances, •* That tbePerfian ladiea were great 
*< eye-fores." 

76. The following was the mrk which Alex^ 
aiider preferred to all others in Homer,, and whic^ 
he propofed as the pattern of his own adions, as 
including whatevet can be defired in a prince. 

** Great in the war, and great in arts of fway."^ 

POIPE. 

It is reported, that he conflantly laid HomerV 
Iliad, corre<5led by Ariftotle, every night under 
his pillow, declaring, " That he efleem*d them 
*' as an exad inftitution, and perfeft florehoufc 
" of all military virtues and knowledge." 

L 3 77. When 
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77. When he cnter'd the temple of Jupiter- 
Ammon, the aged pricft faluted him, * Hail, my 
* Ton ;' teliing him, That he had that falutation 
from ttie god. •* Father," fays Alexander, ** I 
** accept the falutation j and henceforth, if you 
*' condefcend to make me Lord of the world, 
« I fhall fufFer myfclf to be called your fon." 

78. The firft time he was invited to vifit the 
Royal prifoners, Darius's wife and daughter^ 
upon hearing that they were ladies of admirable 
beauty, he refufed to go, faying, *' That he 
^^ would not venture himfelf among them, for 
^* fear that, after he had fubdued the men, he 
^' (hould be fubdued by the women." 

79. Hearing that Ariftotle bad publi&ed thofe 
lectures he had given him in private, he wrote him 
the following letter, when he was in the height of 
bis Perfian conquefls : ^^ You have not done well 
•< to publifh your books of fieled knowledge : for 
*' what is there now, in which I can furpaft 0- 
** thers, if thoir things^ which I have been in- 

ftru£ted in, are communicated to every body ? 

For my own part, 1 declare to y6u, i wouM 
^^ rather excel others in Knowledge^ than in 
** Power/' 

We fee, by this letter, that the love of con* 
queft was but the fecond amMtion in Alexan- 
der's foul. Knowledge, next to Virtue, is that 
V hich truly raifes one man above another. 

ANTIGONUS King of Macedonia. 

So. A Ntigonus was a^pcince fo eagerly fond of 

'*^ money, that he ftuck at no fcfaeme, let the 

execution be accounted never fo rigid, of levying 

tastes 
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ixes uj^n his fubje£l8. Being told. That fuch 
/as not the treatnaent of the Macedonians un-^ 
er Alexander, he made reply, «* That alters the 
* cafe ; for he reap*d Afia> whereas I gather but 
« the ftubble$.'' 

81. Antigonus, viewing fome of his fbldiers 
flaying at long-bowls, in their ihields and crof- 
ets, feem'd vaftly delighted at the fight j where- 
upon he order'd their ofScers to b^ fent for, to' 
ipprov^, before them, of fuch an exercife ; but 
being inforxn'd that the officers were in the inte-- 
rim at their bottle, be immediately calhier'dthem,< 
and conferr'd their cominiffiom on the oonunoo' 
centinels at play in their arms* 

92. A certain perfon told him how it was ob* 
ferv'd, thac^ in the biBgioiung of Ms reign, he was- 
more fiern aad io)pedpu6 ; but now, towards tbe- 
Uttev |KUt of it» that he governed with greater 
iQildneft and moderatioii. An^igon^^s rei^ied^ 
^^ At firft, I wanted a kingdom : but now, I want 
" glory and good-will." 

latimatii^, (hat a kingdom* kcrfteni^obtatn'd by 
aufteritny and forj^ of arms \ but can'tbe fupport^ 
cd, without tb€ efte^m and good opinion of the 
fubjefis. 

83- Upon his recovery from a long* fit of fick- 
ncfs, he faid, v« J am nothing the worfe for this- 
^^ diforder fince, it has f^rved to bumble me,. 
*^ byi^ttir^ me in mind, that lam nought elfie 
** but a mortal man." 

Who muft have taught this Heathen prince 
the philofophy of a Cbridian ? His friends la-- 
mented it, as a vaft iofs, that he ibould be fo 
grievoufly afflifted : but this good man judg'di 
fhat he received Icfs harm than benefit,, from his 
indlfpoficion. It .might indeed hav& extenuated 

L 4 tbo^ 
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the body ; but it calm'd the fpiritsl "Itpcrhapi 
might have dctra(ffed from hfs corporeal vigour; 
but then it leflen'd his animal infolencey which is 
All] a more dangerous diftemper : confequently 
that can't be a bad circumftance, wheteby aUghter 
iiifeafe cures and expels a more -d^tiig^fous one. 

84. Hermodotus, in feme of iiis poetical ef- 
fays, calls him the fon of Jupitef/ *<'My va- 
**' let," faid Antigonus, fmiling as he readit, 
^* that empties my clofe-ftool, knows full well 
** that I am but a man." 

He very facetioufly animadverted on the poet's 
adulation ; and with equal modefty acknowledged 
his more bumble extradion. 

^5. Antigonus, hearing a man fay, * That all 

* the anions of princes were, by virtue of their 

* being fiich, fimply juft and honeft,' made an* 
fwer, ** By Jove, thefe things are fo among Bar- 
** barian princes : but with us nothing is efteem'd 
*^ either juft or honourable^ but what is really fucli 
•* in their own nature." 

He, with much good fenfe, dafh'd topiecef, 
^iU at once, the fawning infmuation, that would 
make the arbitrary plca^re Qf a prince pafs for an 
cftablifh'd law. A King is not the flandard, but 
the adminiflrator ©f honour and equity. Yet I 
wifli to God, that fuch like iniluendos did not 
j=each the ears of Chriftian princes ; and, if tbcy 
did, that Chriftians would, with equal candot/r 
and prudence, rejeft them. But pray, what elfe 
would they be at, who cant and preach up, that 
the will and plcafure of the prince has the power 
and faniftion of law ? who deny that a prince can, 
morally fpeaking, be reftrain'^d, or his determi- 
nations circumfcrib'd by any law whatever? who 
give prwKes an unlimited, defpotic, abfolutc 

power] 
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power ; when the one requires a compliance with* 
and obfervation of every circumftance the opi- 
ginal laws, fundamental conftitution, and mu- 
tual covenants of a ftate imp!y ) and the other^. 
whatever the prince inclines ? 

86. Marfyas, the brother of Antigonus, had 
alaw-fuit depending, which he begg'd the King 
Ihould be taken cognizance of privately at his own 
houfe. Antigonus told him» '* If we determine^ 
" the caufe uprightly, *tis better the decifion 
*' Ihould be made in the public forum,, in yieyr 
•* and hearing of all the people.*' 

Fraternal afFe^Sion would not prevail on this- 
prince, to deviate from, or yield the lead ptinc- 
tilio of the law; for he bound him down under 
this dilemma : >* If you,'* faith he, " perceive,. 
^* that your caufe is bad, why do you plea it'?^ 
** If juft, why would you. avoui the recognitiont 
*^ of the public, by removing, conceal'd and re- 
" tir'd in a houfe, that which ought to be de* 
'^ bated at the public bar; and fubraicting youf- 
^ felf to a fufpicion of dealing fraudulently, ifyott' 
" was even to carry a. good caufe ?" 

87. Having iffued orders for his army to d«- 
^^n[)p, in the middle of winter, to a certain place* 
^here the foldiers had much reafon to fear c;reat 
fcarcity of provifions, he happen'd to ftand liften- 
ing at one of their tents, where hearing hin»fclf 
'eviled in the moft- opprobrious language, he, 
f^moving the tent curtain, with the wand be 
carried about with* him, told them^ " You'll re- 
*' pent next time you cenfare my proceedings at 
" this rate, if you don't carry yourfelves at a 
** greater d i ftance off. " 

Could any thing be either more mild or hu- 
mourous than this rebuke. He-prctcndtd not t^ 

L 5. b*i: 
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be fo much mov'd at their reviling Um, as at 
their aflurancc in doing it fo near (lim^ a$ to b< 
within his hearing. 

88.- When he fent his Ton Demetnus,, vi^ < 
formidable fleet and a numer otis aiiny 4^n bcjan}* 
to the relief of Oreece, he told hiniji V 7ha^ ^ 
«< glory that was kindled by Gre^ej' t^pSbei 
** light, as from a mirror, over the yfhdi 
«« world/' 

Animating the yonth to a love of glory, b) 
intimating to him, that, if he behav'd weU^ tin 
fame of his aSions would not be coafinM tg 
Greece only, but would, on account of the fame 
and renown of the Grecian name, overfpread tb< 
whole earth. 

89. Stealing in behind Antagoras the poet, aa 
he wasdreilingfome fi{h in his tent for his dinner 
he fays, ** Do y«u think, Antagoras, that Homer 
** while he cetebrated the adions of Agamem- 
.♦* non, cook'd any fifli for himfelf ?" * Does 
*your majefty think,*' replied Antagoras very 
a-propos, *• that Agamemnoni while he peiiFormM| 

* thefe celebrated a£lions, was ever prying, t< 

• fee if any perfon in the army drefs'd any fift ? 

The Ki«g took with this repartee, as well as| 
if the^ had been both upon an equality. 

90. He faid to a fophifter, who prefented bins 
with a t;'eatife upon juiHoe, *^ Sure, you are ooc 
** in your right fcnfes, to treat of juftice to me, 
** when you fee how I^harrafi and opprefi forcigo 
** dates with continual wars." 

Intimating, that fuch as, for the fake of enlarg- 
ing their dominions, or immortalizing thexnfelves 
by iheir glorious a<Stions, make war upon other 
independent nations, cannot be ftri^ obfefversof 
the laws of Juftice and equity, 

91. King 
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91. King Antigomu, being told, that his Ton 
Alcyoneusml in battle, continued for fome time 
in a thoughtful pofture, with his eyes fix'd on the 
grouAd, and' then btirft' t)ut with thefe words : 
^* O Akyoneuy, death has been flower in over* 
^ taking you than it ought ; when, fo often, with- 
'* oiit any regard to your own fafety, or my ad- 
'* monition, you fallied fo adventuroufly into the 
'* midfl of the enemy/* 

He judged, that one who perifh'd wilfully, and • 
run htmfelf headlong into any calamity, was an -■ 
£>bje£l that deferv*d notto be lamented. 

92. Antigonus, obferving his fon behave with 
too much fiercenefs and arrogancy to thofe troops- 
'nder his command, taking him afide, fay^,. 
^* Don't you know, my fon, that our reign 13 

* nought clfe than a fplcndid ilavery ?" 
Nothing could be more prudently fpoke : for 

'he prince is no lefs bound to ferve the. people, 
"han the people are the prince; only with this- 
Hfference, that the prince a<£ls with dignity, o- 
her wife the whole is no more than mutual fcr- 
ritude. 

93. Demetrius, his fon, would often retire from * 
Jufincfe, and give himfelf up wholly to pleafures* 
n one of thefe retirements, giving out that he 
^as fick, his father Antigonus came all on a- 
widen to vifit him, and met with a fair delicate 
[outh coming out of his chamber. When Ari- 
'gonus came in, Demetrius faid, * Sir, the fe- 
ver has juft now left me.* Antigonus replied^ . 

* I think it was him I: met at the door." 

94. Antigonus had a foldier jn his fervice, who, . 
'without difcovering the leaft marks of fear, ruir 
t^to all forts of dangers, atxl had done many 
memorable adlions, for which that monarch or^ 

• L 6 der'd,:. 
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derecf, that he fliould be brought before hira 
and> perceiving he look'd firk and wan, ga> 
him in charge to his own phyiician, who car 
fully attend! ng> foon recover*d bim. War foir 
ttme after breaking oat, he had a conffstac 
given him, in which it was obfervej^, he^belMv' 
not with bis wonted courage; and being ^eprov' 
for it by Antigonus, • When I fought bdFore, 
fdid he, ' I fought like one weary of his life; bi 
^ your majefty*s goodnefs having pven me bcaltl 
^ and a competency to fupport it, I now know tli 
• value of life.* 

That we may match the Grecians, we fha 
now compare AuguR us to Philip, Jutius Cxu 
to Alexander, and M. TuUy to Antigonus. 

OCTAVIUS AUGUSTUS C^SAR. 

9^. \ Ugustus^ at anr entertainmeat he bai 
jr\ provided, hearing Rhoemitaces^ King d 
Thrace, who had revolted to him from M. An 
tony, vaunt, with great infolence, of the might 
fer vices he had done Csefar, and obferving hit 
excetdipgly officious andtfoublefbme, inexclaijd 
ing againft the alliance, feem'd to pafs this im 
pertinent behaviour unob&rv'd, till drinkmgtj 
one of the other princes then prefent, he fajfl 
*« I love treachesy^ but then I dbn't care for 
** traitors.'** 

' Signifying, that fncb as have, by treafona 
pradice? V been ioArumental in the execution 
good defigns, are nevertbelefs entitled to no 
turn of acknowledgment on that account ; 
Uio' their fervice may be agreeable in. the ai 
time, yet traitors are always regarded as no 
ther than treaciierous wicked men. 

^6. Augu 
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96. Auguftus being told» that Erotes, com- 
mlflary of iCgypt, bought a quail, a remarkable 
iightiog bird, accounted invincible, and that 
hayings keptit for ibpie time, had that noble fowt 

,]fJiff4i'^nd drefs'd for his fupper, he order'd the 
jP9«|]ii|iflaffy^to be fept for, and haying the Cdf^ 
eici^ui'd; before him, cohdemn'd him tobein>> 
innately b^ng'd at the fhip's mail ; judging that 
man unworthy of life, who, for the fake o£ gra- 
tifying ^ vicious appetite with fuch a fmall moc- 
lel, would devour a bird that might afford a vaft 
deal of more fport and pleafure ; and which^ ber 
fides, by a joyful omen, portended good fucce(s 
to Caefar^s arms. 

97. Athenodorus the philofopher, having pre- 
vail'd on Cx(ar to grant him leave to withdraw 
from court, on account of his old age, gave him 
this piece oflmportant advice, for his future con- 
dud, before his departure, * Sir," faid he, ' when- 

* ever you find yourfelf in a pafSon, never fol- 

* low the fuggeftions of it, till you have repeated 
' the four and twenty letters of the Greek alpha- 
^ bet diftin£tly over/ Caefar, taking him by the 
hand, fays, ^* I have fcill need of you, my friend;" 
and fo detained the philofopher a whole year with 
him. 

The philofopher intimated by this advice, that 
he would g^in time to cool, and be lefs liable to 
be guilty of any suSt of indifcretion. 

98.. ilearing that Alexander, at the age of two 
and thirty years, after he had conquer 'd almoft 
all the world, bethought himfelf what he ihouIJ 
do for the after-part of bis life, he wonder'd, 
^* That Alexander feared be fhould want worJc, 
^^ as if it was not as. great a talk to govern well, 
*' as to conquer*" 

This 
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This was a very juft remark on the m&tiable 
ambition of Alexander, who thought no other 
'fun£^ion worthy of a King, hefides that of enlarg- 
ing his dominions : but how moch morrdfflcbit, 
as well as laudable a ta& it woold have; Jbe^', to 
ciikifate and improve, with good laWS,* sHd d^ 
ceHent morals, thofe conqnefts he had a&tady 
made, than, by violence and downright force of 
arms, to perfift, without end, in conquering one 
kingdom after another, in the manner he dkt 

99. Having pa6'd an aA, with regard to adul- 
tery, he determined the methods of proc^dings 
on information of this crime, and the manner of 
punilbment on convi£lion of it. Some time after 
this law had pafs'd, an information was iodg'd, 
acculing a certain young man of criminal conver- 
fation with his daughter Julia : whereupon the 
Emperor, in the heaC of paffion, fo far l^oft him- 
felf, that, in open court, he fell foul of the youth, 
and pommell'd him heartily with his own hands; 
uj)on which the young man cried our, * Ah ! 
^ Oefar, you yourfetf have taken the law of me.' 
He was fo deeply concerned for this piece of in- 
difcretion, that he refufed to flip for that night. 

The nature of the crime was the more heinous 
and aggravating, as it was committed on Caefar's 
own daughter. What other prince would fo far 
moderate fuch an aiHi£ting circumflance ? Or, 
who would have waited, upon fuch an occaGon, 
the forma) proceedings and delays of laws and 
judges ? Yet this mighty pririce was was fo dif- 
fatisiied at himfelf, for happening, in a tranfport 
of paflion, not to aft in conformity to that hw 
he prefcrib'd to others. 

, rco. Auguftus, when he fent his grandfon 
Caius to Armenia, begg'd the gods, *• That he 

»* fliould 
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** Ihould be blefi'd with the benevolence of Pom- 
^^ pey^ the fortitude of Alexander, and his own 
*« fortune." 

He prayed^ that the charaderiftic virtue of each 
of tb^fc groat men fiiould centre in his grandfon. 
Bat bere was a aotable example of iingdar mo- 
defty^ when, notwithftanding he was a prince 
of uncommon fpirit, learning and conduct, he 
afcrib'd his own glorious exploits to his fortune 
only. 

I o I • Auguftus went to queM a tumult of young 
noblemen who had quarrerd together ; but find- 
ifig they gave no ear to his advice, and fiill per- 
fifted in their uproar, he faid, *' Young men, 
** hear an old man fpeak, whom, when young, 
** old men heard." 

Auguftus was but a young man when advanced 
to the imperial dignity. < By this fimple admoni- 
tion he appeafed them, and demanded nd other 
fatis&dion for their tumultuous manner of beha- 
viour. 

102. Auguftus told Pifo, having finifli'd a very 
elegant and fumptuous houfe, ^* Upon my word, 
*^ Pifo, you build fo, as if Rome was to be an 

•** cverlafting eitjj.** 

He was no way oiFended at the extraordinary 
grandeur of the building, but interpreted a cir- 
cumftance, which made the other be fufpeded of 
aiming at the government, to an happy portent 
for the Roman empire. 

103. A certain man prefented a book to him, 
in fuch a timorous manner, that his hand, as he 
reach'd the book, trembled exceedingly. Au- 
guftus faith to him, ** What? doft tfeou ap- 
^^ prehend, that thou reacheft a penny to an 
« elephant?*' 

I There 
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There was a cuftom among the boys, to reacii 
out upon their hand the lead Roman coin to an 
elephant, which that animal, to the great aftoni(b- 
ment of the fpefbtors, licked off, with his pro- 
bofcis, without hurting them in the leaft : thus 
we fee boys, without any dread, thruft in their 
hands to the mouth of a bear. This beft of 
princes was grieved to apprehend he fliould in the 
lead be thought terrible and dreadful. 

104. Auguftus wrote a tragedy, intitled, Ajaxs 
but, not liking it, demolifh'd it with the fpunge. 
Lucius the tragedian, fome time after, afk'd him. 
What had become of his Ajax ? •* He rufb'd up- 
** on the fpunge,'* replied Auguflus. 

Alluding to the Argument of the play, which 
reprefented Ajax driven, by a fit of diftra£kioB, 
to fall upon bis own fword. 

105. Pacinnius Taurus afk'd a gift of Aiiguf- 
tus, under pretence of a popular report, that he 
faid was going about,. That Caefar had given kim 
a great fum of money. ^^ Nay, but don't you 
*' believe that report,'! faid Caefar. 

By this merry repartee he intimated, that he 
was not of a mind to make. hin\ a pre&nt of any 
fuch fum i while the other thought, that Csfar, 
to favc his own credit, would*not fuffe'r the re- 
port to be altogether groundlefs: but Csefar put 
bim in mind of another remedy, which was, not 
to be impofed on, let men. talk as they thought 
proper, to credit wlutever he knew to be with- 
out foundation*. 

io6. Caefar order'd one Herennius,. ayouog 
man, on account of his vicious pradlices, to be 
expeird the camp: upon. which the youth. caoae, 
in a. very penitent and fupplicant manner, la- 
menting bis folly,, and deprecating^ his &ntence 

iu 
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n this manner : * With what front,* faith he, 
' (hall I return home to the country ? or what 
' (hall 1 tell my father ? ' " Why, tcU him," 
fays AuguftuSy ** that I difobliged you.** 

Becaufe the youth would be a(ham*d to own^ 
that he difpleafed the Emperor, Caefar permitted 
him to transfer the blame on himfelf. 

107. There was a foldier, who in fome expe- 
dition received a defperate wound upon the face^ 
by a ftone darted at him. As it happened to be 
an honourable wound, and in a very remarkable 
place, he, being a noify vapouring fellow, al- 
ways talk'd of it : Caefar, who knew him to be 
a coward, hearing him vaunt on in this ftratn, 
gently checks his infoience, faymg, ^* Next time 
** you run away, take care how you look be- 
« hind." 

Intimating, that this wound, he lb much va- 
lued himfelf upon, was had in the retreat, not 
in the (kirmiih. 

108. Galba was fo deform'd and crooked, that 
it was conunonly faid, That Galba*s genius was 
ill lodg'd. Pl^dine a caufe once before Caefiur, 
he feys, * Cteiar, if you find me any way wrong, 
* put me right.* «« Truly, Galba,*' replies he, 
*^ I may admonifh you, but can*t put you 
*^ right/* 

A thing that is reprehenfible may be put right, 
^d fo may a thing diftorled. 

109. When the report of Herod's cruelty, in 
ordering all the male children in Syria, under 
two years of age, to be put to death, and his 
(>wn fon among the reft, had reach'd Auguftus, 
he' faid, *« It were better for Herod's fon, had he 
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Herod was a Jew, and the Jews, from an in 
vincible fcruple c^ confcience, abftain from all 
fwine's fielbr 

no, Auguftus, being at GauK had intelli' 
geoce, that L. Cinna, the grandfon of Pompey, 
was concern'd in a plot againft his life : nay, hi 
was inform'd the manner how,^ the place where, 
and the time when they refolv'd to perpetrate 
the fad, and that he was to be difpatch*d, as be 
ofFer'd facrifice. While he was at a lofs how to 
determine in regard to this aiFairf and they were 
upon the point of having Cinna profcrib'd, Livia, 
Auguftus his lady, enter'd the couiicil*ch|inaber 

* Caefar,' faith flhe, « my advice is. That yo<^ 

* ¥^>ukl ufe the meafures of the phyficians, who, 
^ not fucceedif^ hy the ^>pli(;ati9a of cosnaioo 
^ remedies, try the effort of contrary ones. Sur 

* bilborl^^ yw bave» m ef ed, avatt'd oolhin 

* by any fcv^e maaiks you have pwt in pr^aic* 

* Cinna, being now difcover'd, cm't enda«g^j 
^ your Iif(?, yqt ftilt be may advapc^ your n^ wta- 
^ tiofi/ Upon tbis» Anguftus ojnkr'd lum to hi 
brought before biai ; ar)4 having commamorated 
th4 fevefal pr^s of bift m^i^f suid favour he bad 
given him, iuch as giv^iug him his lif(?» upoR 
caking hiiiL priTon^ in tb^ emmfs c;a«ip,, mak- 
ing him a gift of hb whole patrimony, and h(y 
nourtng him with the ofike of the priefthood^ 
he aflc'd him, •* What reafons njight prompt 
** him to harbour any defign, with an attempt 
*« of aflaffinatmg him ?" TheP> obfejrving Cinni 
ftruclc with aftonifhment, he coodyded his re- 
proof in this manner : " Cinna," f4ith he," * 
** once gave you your life* as an enemy; a^^ 
** now, a fecond time, I give it you, as a traitor 
<* and parricide : but from this day let our fricnd- 

" lhi( 
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^< {hip commence, and let us contend ia this 

point only. Whether I, in giving you your 
" life, or you, in your future condu6i to merit 
" it at my hands, (hall feem to 9& with the 
'^ greateft candour and ingenuity/' After which 
lie ofier'd him the confulfbip. 

III. Augufius feldom or never refufed an in- 
liution to any perfon's houfe. Being invited 
SQce, by a certain Gentleman, with whom )ie 
vas fcarcely acquainted, to a very mean and or* 
finary fupper; after the entertainment was over^ 
he whifpar'd his hoft, as he was going out of 
doors, faying, '^ I did not know that you and I 
" were fo well acquainted." 

Another would have reproach'd him with' the 
komelinefs of the entertainment : but he, ftudy- 
iag rather to keep him in countenance, would 
attribute it to their familiarity, aiK] would even 
live him that fan^e hint in a whifper, left the 
^r guefts ihould fuTpcft that he f^md fwk 
with h^ parilmony. . 

What couM be more winning Mid deUgblfuU 
tba fo nauch courtefy and compUifuiGe in fucb 
a mighty monarch, whom fcarce an)( tfair^ ^ 
our Kings now can jaiat$:h in poii^er ? 

u 2. Vatinius, being.perpetualiy troubled with 
the gout, wanted much to feem upon the meft4- 
'inghand, whether fo in fa^, or noti infomuch 
^at once» in the bearing of Auguflus, be boaft>- 
(cii 7'hat now he could walk at the rate of one 
mile a-day. « J believe that," faid Auguftus ; 
" for iK)w the days, are confiderably lengthened.'' 

Infinuating, that hi» dsftemper wa3 never the 
^ore abated, and afcribieg hia more than ordi-* 
nary progrefs in walking to the advancement in 
*e length of the day. 

113. Auguftuss 
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It 2* Auguftus, being at the fale of the effd 
of a certain man, who died greatly in debt, whic 
while alive, he very artfully conceal'^, order 
the pillow that he fleep'd on to be purchaftd f 
him, faying, ^^ Sure, it muft be good for ilee 
** ing, when one that was fo much in debtcou 
•* flcep any at all." 

It was no ftrange thing for Auguftus, ona< 
count of the multiplicity of his cares, to pa 
whole nights unflept. 

1 1 4. A provincial young man csune to Rom 
who was fo very like Auguftus, that wberc-ev 
he went, he drew the eyes of every body u 
him. , Auguftus, bearing of the ftrange refe 
Mance betwixt them, fent fop the youth, 
having viewed him, fays, ^^ Was. ever your 
** ther at Rome i" ^ No,' fays the youag mao 
* but my father was often there/ 

Auguftus, playing himfelf, intended to brioj 
the young man's nx>tiher iindev a fufpicioaof kav 
ing been debauch 'd by him : but the 3U>utb, ua 
^erftanding his drift, retofted it with a greate 
Ihew of natural probabilities upon the mother o 
Auguftus. 

1 1 5. Auguftus being one day at the hoHJ 
where Cato of Utica liv'd, Strabo took that op- 
portunity to cajole him, by running out againJi 
the perverfe and obftinate fpirit of Cato, in cbuf- 
ing to lay violent hands upon himfelf^ rather than 
acknowledge the fupremacy of Julius Csfar> 
«* That man,^' replies Augufti^ «* who Ihows 
*' his averfion to any intendied change in the 
*^ prefent ftate of the commonwealth, proves 
'* himfelf, by that v^ry circumftance, an boneft 
♦* man, as well as good membei: of the com- 
^* munity." 

Bv 
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By this rtjplyy he, with great humanity and 
od fenfe, defended the memory of Cato ; and, 
i any thing (hould drop from him that might 
nn to countenance an attempt towards a revo- 
tion in the government, took care to include 
s own intercft by the b)re : for, in the pre- 
nt Hate, he did not mean the ftate of the re- 
iblic under himfelf only, but level'd alfo at the 
me of the confpiracy againft Julius ; for the 
'ord PR£SENT, (or prafenT) among the La- 
os, implies three tenfes ; the prefent, praeterite 
nd future. 

1 1 6. When Auguftus was^ Cenfor, a Roman 
.night was fued before him, charg'd under pres- 
ence of having fquander'd his fortune : but the 
uiight prov'd, to the fatisfadion of the court, 
hat he had much augmented it. However, he 
^as then accufed of not conforming to tTie law 
hat enjoins matrimony : whereupon he made it 
appear, that he had, at that time, three childreh 
tiive by a married wife. The knight, not far 
dsfied with being acquitted, as he was going out 
of court, cried aloud, '* Caefar, when you want 
^^ to make enquiries concerning honeft men, fet 
'^ honeft men about it." 

PuUickly declaring, that thofe were not ho- 
neft men, who would enter a charge fo manifeft- 
I7 falfe againft any other man, and touching Cae* 
far in the interim for his negleA, in committing 
the management of his affairs to fycophants. 

117. Auguftus, at a fmall village, where he 
lay with his army, watf difturb'd from fleep, for 
Several nights running, by the fcreaming of a 
night-owl. A foldier, that was an excellent 
fowler, in expe&ation of fome confiderable pre« 
mium, took care to take it, and bring it to Qe- 

far : 
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far : iiriiercupon he was not only much comptt 
inented by the Emperor, but order'd to rccei^ 
a thoufand pieces. But the fellow had the ii 
pudence to fay, toCaefar's very face, * I p 
" fcr the creature fliould live ;'* and fo dJ 
mtfs'd it. 

Who can but admire the prince, that wo 
with impunity pafs a common foldier, after 
lading with fuch unaccountable contumacy. 

118. A veteran foldier, in danger of bcin 
clapp'd under an arreft, went to Cacfar, an 
begg'd him, in public, to be prcfent at his tmfi 
Caefar order'd one of his attendants, an expert 
cafuift, to ftep away that inftant, and ftand prtx^ 
tor for the foldier. This order was no foooen 
given, than the veteran cried out, "Caefar, F 
** employed no fubftitute, when your caufe lay 
•* at ftake at Afiium, but fought for you myfelf 
*' in perfon ;" and then produced his wounds^ 
as evidence thereof. Caefar blu&'d upon this, 
and, left he fbould feem either proud or iw- 
grateful, went himfelf to plead peribnally for the 
foldier. 

119. Auguftus happened to be for fomctime 
very agreeably diverted at fupper, with the mu- 
fical band of Turonius Flaccus, the flavc mer- 
chant i and, notwidiftanding he made very lib^' 
ral prrfents in money, on mpft occafions, to ^ 
thcr muficians, yet he was fore to pay this bana 
of Turonius in corn. The Emperor, one rig^^ 
at fupper, aik'd Turonius, * What was become 
< of his band ?' *' Why, they are at the mill)' 
replies the other. 

This was by way of farcafm^ on Caefar for 1^'^ 
torn prcfents : however, as it was not (foU^I 
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ifokiier, but a flaire*brocker) he thought proper 
topafs it unregarded. 

120. WheirCaefar, after the battle of Aftiimi, 
returnM in triumph to Rome, among others that 
congratulated him upon his vt^ry, be was met 
by one holding a raven, which he taught to fay, 
' Hail, victorious Caefar/ Auguftus was fo plea- 
U with this falutation, that he purcfaas'd the 
lavea at a hundred and fifty crowns. . Another, 
€oncern*d with him, who had the good fortune 
to teach the raven, happening to ihare nothing 
of Caefar's Uberaiity, mside information, that the 
fame man had anodier raven, and beggM, for par* 
ticular reafons, he fliould be order'd to produce 
it; which being no fooner brought, than it re« 
feated its lefibn thus, ^ Hail, vi£toriouft Anthcmy.' 
Auguftus was no way offended at thb, only or* 
kfd the informer to claim half the money ad* 
vanc'd for the bird. 

The wifdom of this world is the fkill of tracing 
caufes into their eiFe£b, and at the fame time 
making fuch ufe of the prefent, as may render it 
fubfervient to the advantages of an after-game* 
It is, in fine, an honeft and prudential way of 
providing againft all chances, and making a friend 
of the ftronger party. 

121. Others, having the like fuccefs with 
Csefar, who had the addreis thus to learn a 
magpie and a parrot to falute him in'tbefe term?, 
encouraged a poor mechanic to teach a raven 
this manner of falutation. The mechanic, be* 
ing at fome pains and* expence to purchafe and 
learn this bird, was wont to regret, upon not re- 
peating its leflbn, ' Nay, both my labour and 
^ expence are loft upon thee.' However, the 
raven, by a coitftant pradice of hearing this fa-» 

lutation. 
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hitatioii) was in a (hort time very alert in it* 
Auguftus, one da]^paffing along^ and hearing die 
raven diftindly fay, ^ Hail, vicarious Csfar,' 
(aith, looking at it, ^* I have enough of thefe fa^ 
V lutations at home." The bird, remembering 
the common complaint of its preceptor, readily 
fubjoin'd, ' Nay, then both my labour and ex<r 
^ pences are loft upon thee.' Auguftus, finiling 
at this, ordered it to be purchaf^ at a greater 
price than any of the former birds. 

122. A certain Greek was wont to meet Au- 
guftus every morning, as he went out of bis pa- 
lace to take the air, with fomc epigram or other 
in honour of him. Having purfued this pradice 
for Tome time, all to no purpofe, and the Empe- 
ror perceiving he was not like to defift, refoivM 
to pay him in his own coin : fo that, having 
compofed a Greek epigram, he fent it, written 
in his own hand, to the poet as he came up to 
meet hinn The poor Grecian, having received 
the £mperor*s epigram, gave all the figns poifi* 
bie, as he read it, of his approbation of the poe- 
try, even to admiration. 1 hen advancing up to 
Caefar's chair, he fays, clapping his hand into his 
wretched purfe, and taking out a few pence, 
which he offer'd the Emperor, " Sure, Au- 
'* guftus, I don^t make you a prefent equal to 
^^ your fortune ; but, if I had more, I would 
'^ beftow it." Whereupon all the people pre- 
fent burft out into a loud peal of laughter, and 
Auguftus order'd his fteward to pay him down 
a hundred thoufand fefterces. 

123. Julia, Caefar's daughter, perceiv'd, as 
ihe failuted her father, that h& took ofience at 
her freedom of drefs, tho' he made no mention 
of it : wherefore, next day, fhe waited on his 

Majefty 
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Majefty in another change of habit ; upon which 
Caefar, who the day before was able to conceal 
his grief and concern, for the immodeft manner 
in which his daughter was attir'd, could not 
diflemble his joy upon this occafion : but^ 
embracing her with great affeftion, fays, 
" How much more is this drefs becoming the 
" daughter of Auguftus?" * Nay,' replies (he, 

* To-day I drefs'd for mv father, but yelierday I 

* dre&'d for my hufband/ 

1 24. Julia began very early to have grey hairs. 
Jufl: as her women were combing her head, and 
picking them out, Ccefar abruptly enter'd her a- 
partriient, and feeing fome of the hairs, vihicli 
were pick'd, upon her clothes, he took occafion," 
without feeming to take farther notice, of men- 
tioning Julia's age, and alk'd her, " Whether {he 
'' would chufe to live till ihe turn'd grey hair'd, 

' " or till fhe turn'd bald ?" She readily anfwtr- 
ing, ' F'ather, I Ihould like better to Jive till I 
Murn'd grey.' ** Why then," faith he, '' do 
" thefe women fo unfeafun^bly endeavour to 
*• make you bald." 

125. The Tarraconisns of Spain came to tell 
Cxfar, by way of happy omen, that, a palm- 
tree fprung up in his altar. '* It appears by 
"* that," faid he, " how frequently you kindle 
" lire upon tt." 

That which they ftudied to conftrue as a ma-^ . 
nifeft teflimony of his divinity, he attributed to 
their own negledV, in never burning any incenfe 
'^pon it. 

126. As a foldier was making fome impudent: 
uit or other to Auguftus, he obferv'd Martianus, ' 
whom he fufpefled to have fome out of the way ; 
petition or other to make^ coming up tohioi;4> 

Vol. I. M whereupon 
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whereupon he fays, '* Fellow fold! er, I (hall n 
^^ more grant your fuir, than 1 ihall grant thiii 
** which Martianus is going to mike." 

127. He refufed hi? wife Li via the freedom o 
tde city, which (he begg'd for a native of Gaui: 

. but offer 'd the Gentleman an exemption from ail 
manner of tributes and taxes, iaying, ^^ That he 
^* would fooner fufFer his exchequer to fmlc, 
*' than he (hould proftitute the honour of cr.e 
" city of Rome," 

Hence we may fee how much he preferred the 
public dignity to his. own private advantage. 

128. The people came once to the Emperor, 
with a grievous complaint of the great fcarcity 
and dearnefs of wine. Hut he very calmly told 
them, ** That Agrtppa, his fon-in-law, had lo 
** replenitb'd the city all over with good *a- 
** ter, that people were not under a neceflity to 
•« thirft." 

Agrippa was remarkably diligent to furnifh the 
town every where with plenty of good water: but 
Augiiftus wanted to reclaim the people from the 
life of wine to that of water. 

129. Being one night at fupper in the boufeof 
AteJius PoUio, one of the flaves had the misfor- 
tune to break a chryftal vefTel, for which Atedius 
order'd him to be inftantly thrown into the fiih- 
pond, to be devoured of the lampreys. The boy 
flew to Caefar's feet» beting, that he might dir 
any other death except that. Caefar was fo 
(hockM at the unparateU'd cruelty of the man, 
that he not only order'd the boy to be difroiis'd, 
but commanded all the glafs and chryftal in the 
houfe of Atedius to be broke to plec^s^ before bis 
eyesy and thrown in the fifli-pood inftead of the 
boy. After wbicah. be chid his .fii^d moft fe- 

. vcrdi>i 
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vercly, *•• You, Sirrah," faiih he, *' order to 
^* drag men out from a houfe of entertainment, 
** to be torn to death in a manner too (hocking- 
** \y cruel to be heard of ! If your cup » broke^ 
** forfooth a human creature mud have hb bowels 
** tare out ! How durll you indulge your pafljon 
** fo far, iind ibrget yourfelf (o much, as to have 
•* any man murder'd where Csefar was prefcnt ?** 

130. Aimilius Eliinus wa5, among feveral o* 
ther crimes, particularly Itbeird for fpeaking dif- 
rcfpcdfuHy of Caefar : but he, upon the charge's 
being read, turn'd about to the aceufer, (z\ ing, 
*^ I wiOi you could prove th«t to my hti9i»^**»n : 
** if you do, I fhall let Eliunus know, that I have 
'^ a tongue as well as he, and can, in my turn, 
•' fpeak asdiffefpeftfuUy of him." Satisfied with 
thefe threatt-nings, he made no further enquiry 
concern in {5 him. 

131. Tiberius frequenjly complain'cf to Cacfar, 
by letters. That fcvcral people f'pjke ill of him. 
*At bft Caefar wrote beck, ** My Tiberius, is it 
** not fati-fadlion enough for us, that nobudy caii 
" do us harm ?" 

i^-l. Auguftus, tJting at the point of dea h,' 
addrcfs'd himfelf thus to his fciends, who flood 
weeping round about him : " Have 1 not, think 
** you, a6ted my part on the (lage of the world 
** tolerably we4 ?" And as ihey unanimoufly 
allowed, that no man's life could ever be more 
itluftrious, or better conducted, than his had 
been, " Why then," faid he, ** if fo, my 
*' friends, farewel, and give mc your plau- 
** dfte." 

AHuding to the cuftoniary applaufc that was 
given loan adtor, when the curtain fell. 

M 2 J5J. He 
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^ 132. He banilhed the two Julias, bis daughter 
'and grand-daughter, as he did afterwards A- 
grippa; whereof the two firft were iofaaious, and 
the lad of a favage and fordid difpofition, for 
Avhich reafon he had him abdicated, after having 
formerly adopted him. He would fay of thefe 
three, *' That they were not his feed, but fomc 
*^ impofthumes that had broken from him^" 
he ordered by bis will that neither his daughter 
Julia, nor his grand-daughter fbould be buried in 
'his fepulchre. Always upon mention of thems 
he would repeat abud this verfe of Homer. 

** O had I dy'd before my nuptial rite] 

"♦* Or had my children never fcen the light ! '* 

133. He would take any compoAtion upoi 
him very much amifs, if it was not ferioUs, am 
done by the greateft mafters. He ordered th( 
Prastors that they (hould not fuiFer his name t(^ 
be prophaned by any of the ftage players, or buf^ 
foons, under any pretence whatfoever, refem^ 
bling Alexander the Great in this part of his cha^ 
radler. 



C. JULIUS CiESAR, 

I 

o. AX/fJEN C; Julius Oefar put up for tW 
^34- VV dignity of chief Priett, he had Q. Cai 
tuluS) a man of the greateft eminence and interl 
eft in all Rome, his competitor. He told his moi 
ither on the election day^ as fhe camie to the dooi 
with him, when he took leave of her, ^^ M01 

thtu 1 
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her, '* faith he, ** your fon (hall this day be 
rither an exile, or the chief Pontiff." 
His hi^h fpirit was impatient of any repulfe.* 

1 35. He turned away his wife Pompeia, for 
labouring under the fcandal of bemg too familiar, 
x^ith Clodius. But when Clo^iui was ind!6)ed, 
>n this account, and Cxfar was cited as an evi- 
knee* he would urge nothing in prejudice of 
bis wife. Whereupon the profecutor afked him^^ 
liow, if he had nothing to prove againft his wifc^ 
he could anfwer for* turning her ^w^y ? ** Bc- 
•' caufe,'* replied he, ♦* Cafar's wife fliould not 
" he fo much as fufpeSed.*' 

136. *Tis faid, that being retired from 4u(i- 
nefs, and reading the hiftory of Alexander, he 
iat a great while very thoughtful, and at lalb 
burft out into tears. His friends being furpriz'd^, 
ask'd him the teafon of it? ** Do you think," 
faid hej ** but I have juft caufe to weep, when 
** I coniider, that Alexander at my age conquer- 
*^ ed fo many nations, and I have all this time 
** done nothing that is memorable ? " 

'Tis pity this great genius had not the like pro- 
penfity to emulate the m oft moderate, rather 
than the greateft of prince?. 

137. In his journey crofs the Alps, as he pafs'd; 
by a little frozen village there, which was flock'd 
with few inhabitants, and thofe wretchedly poor, 
his friends, fmiling, afk'd by way of railery, if 
there were any canvaffing for officers there? any 
contention, which fliould be uppermoft, or feuds 
of great men one againft another ? To which Cfe- 
far made anfwer, very ferioufly, ** For my part, 
" I had rather be thefirft man in this filiy vil- 
** la^^e, than the fecond in Rome." 

M J This 
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Tbk is the (b mucb ^cbr^ted idea of biro, that 
Lpcan Che fofC gives u< upon that hcad^ wbeo he 
hy$t that Carfar would bear no fuperior, nor 
Posipey any equal. 

138. He would fay, '^ That great adlons, 
** fimply on account of their beirg fucb, ought 
** to lie atcbieved, notwithflandiiig they were 
** attended with dangen : But then that the at- 
** tempt ought not to be long under confidcrati- 
*^ on, becauf« difpatch wa$ the moft moioema- 
*^ ous point in the execution* 

Tlw danger that attends a daring adioo, when 
we!l weighed, detert a nian from the attempt. 

139* A^ be marched againft Pon^^ out of 
OauU be faid, in crojSng the Rubkop, ** Haw 
*♦ let us cajft the dice.*' 

1 4c. When CaBftr, after be had pofleft'd Um- 
ftif of Rome, eflFcred to enter the iacrcd treafury, 
to cake the monies that were ftored there» Me- 
tellus, a tribune of the people, beio^ treafuirr, 
rciifted his entry, not only by ftandmg in the 
paflage : but (hut the door of the trca&ix^ agaioft 
him. At laft Cacfar, turning round to btm, faid, 
** Prefume no further, or I Siall by you dead up^ 
•* on the fpot. " When Metcllus fecmed afto- 
niO>ed at thefe wordai Caefar added, ^ Young 
^< man, it had been much eafier for me to do 
** this than to fpeak it/' 

141. Having waited at Dyrrachium, for the 
forces that were expected to be fent him from 
Brunduftum, he thought ^them (o long in co* 
ipinz, that he was put to threat fufpence, and at 
a lols what to do. At lad, he entered upon a 
dangerous proje^l, which was to go 00 bozrJ a 
fmall boat, without any body's knowledge, and 
attempt to crofs over to Brwndufium, tho' the 

• fca 
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lea ^vas at that time covered with ^ vaft fleet of 
the enemies. W hen the vefTel was sitnoi^ over-' 
whtrlmcd by the violence of the tide and florm, 
and the pilot began to defpair Of ever ieeing>the 
land, Ca^iar^ who was all this time incog, now 
difcovered himfeif, and fays to the pilot, almoft 
dtrad already for fear, *^ Lome, truft to fortune^ 
^*' my friend, and fear miihing^ for thou carrieft 
** Cxfar." 

So much was his confidence and excellency of 
mind, as if he had all the Gods at command* 
At length the violence of the tempeft increafing, 
he wa3 prei'ailed upon, tho' much againft his wilU 
to pot back. When he was corae to land^ his 
Ibldicrs ruA to him in whole troops, and expr^l'^ 
M how much they wtrc troubled to think ho 
fliouU {o wait for other forces, ai if he diltrufied 

tllMIl* 

14^ When both the armies firfl engaged, 
Caefar was put to theworll, but Pompey, in not 
vigoVQgkifly purfetog the enemy, did not give the 
fioifluftg ftroke to this great adion^* but retreated 
to his army; whereupon Caefar, at his return, 
£ud to hisfi-iendii, ^^ The vidory to day was in 
^' the hand of the enemy, had they but a general 
*^ who knew bow to improve the advantage 
" riieybad/' 

I43^» Pompey, having drawn up his army in 
Knepf battle, at Phar&lia, ordered his front* to 
ftand their ground, *and receive quietly the ene- 
mies fit ft attack; Cxfar blam'd tlus ^ondufi, and 
laid, *^ Bow Pompey was not aware, that the 
^^ lirft charge, if it was brifk and fierce, gave 
'* great weight to every flroke, and raifed a ger 
^ nerU warmth of foul, which was eafily kept a- 
*^ live, and improved by the concurrence of the 

M 4 whole 
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*' whole army, whereas a <]e]ay rclax'd thaticn- 
" pulfe, and divine ardour which led them on to 
•« the attack." 

Caefar not onlj contended with Pompey for 
the fortune of war, but alfo for their (kill in 
arms. 

144. Having routed Pharnaces, in the firll 
rencounter with him, he wrote to his friends, up- 
on that alFuir, thus, *' Veni, vidi, vick" i. <. I 
** came, I faw, I conquer'd." 

Intimating, that a quick difpatch was the main 
point of a£tion. 

145. After the defeat of Pompey» the troops 
which followed Scipio into Africa, having run 
a>^y, Cato, . who faw the vi^fy in Caefar's 
bands, killed himfelf, rather than he (hould be 
yanquifbed by his. enemy. Csefar, hearing the 
news of that great man's fall, cried, *^ Cato, I 
\* envy thy death, fmce thou haft envy'd me the 
*' honour of giving thee thy life." 

1 46. Some, fufpefling Anthony and DoUbella 
concerned in a plot agalnft Caefar's life, warned 
bim to be aware of them, he anfwered, ** I 
*' don't fear thefe jolly fat youths; but thefe 
*^ pale and meagre gendemen I dtftruft," point- 
io^ to Brutus and Cailiua. 

His fufp'cion was not ill grounded, for be was 
flain by thefe two. 

■ 147. The (iay before his aiTaffination, a difpute 
arofe at fupper, whit manner of death was the 
heft. Cxfar infUntly faid, i>efore a»y other 
cpuld fpcak, *' Afuddcnone." 

He happened to die^that death be judged the 
beft. 

. r48« Csefar, as he palled along, was, by the 
acclamations of fonie that ftuod in the. way for 

that 
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that purpofe, faluted King, to try how, the 
people fhould like it. The people (how'd great 
ir.urmuring and diftafte -^t it. Csefar, firding 
^here the wind ftood, (lighted it, and faid, as 
if ttiey had miftaken his name, f Rex being a 
rirname among the RomansJ ** I'm not (Rex^ 
*« King, but Cafar." 

149. One of I he common people crown'd Cae- 
lar's ftatue with a laurel diadem, wound up by a 
v/hite fillet. But two of the Tribunes went di- 
reciJy, pull'd it off, had the man apprehended, 
and afterwards committed him. Caefar fo high- 
ly refcnted this, that he deprived them both of 
their power, and pleaded that, as an excufe, 1^ 
he might be thought to aim at the fovereign power* 
** Becaufe of them, he had it not left optio- 
** n'al to himfclf to rcfufe the honour importuned 
" upon him." ' ; 

150. Now when plots and confpiracies feem'd 
to be formed from all quarters againft Caefar, and 
he hi.T)felf was often warned to be aware, ' he 
would anfwer, ** That it was better once to un-^ 
•* dergo any evil, than to live in perpetual appre- 
^ henfions of it." * * 

Meaning, that a man does not truly live, who 
is in conftant fear of death, 

r5i. When Caefar now proceeded with operf 
violence againft the laws, Confidius, a very old 
hrian, took ihc freedom one day to tell him, that 
the reafon why the Senate did not conveen, was* 
for fear of his army, Caefar prefently afk'd him, 
** Why don't you, from the fame fear, keep af 
" home?" To which the old man replied,* 

* My age guards me againft fear ; for the finall 
' remains 1^ my life are not worth much c^u-' 

• tion/ 
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1 5 2. VVhcn Metellus oppofcd his entering the 
treafury to take away the money, and iofifted 
that it was an open violation and breach of the 
Iaw8, Caefar (aid, ** Law and arms can't govern 
'* at one and the fame time, and if you are not 
** able to. bear fuch violent meafures, takeyour- 
^< felf quietly away, for war doth not admit of 
** long fpeeches ; whenever I have laid down 
*^ my armsy and entered into terms of peace, 
*•* come then, if you think proper, and plead the 
** caufe of the people." 

135. He would fay, ** That he took the fame 
*^' mea.fures againft an enemy, as the phyficians 
**' take agatnft difeafes, which they think 
*^ more advifeable to remove by famine, than by 
•• ftecl." 

The ph} ficians never have recourfe to inclfions 
till once they have try*d every other expedient. 
The Italians retain this praflice of famishing dif- 
tafi;9 even to this day. 

154. Sylla, on his obtaining the PraetorOiip, 
threalned to level all his power at Caefar : But 
Caefar feid fmiling, ** You do right, to call that 
•* power your own, which jou bought withyoui 
•* money.** 

Intimating, that Sylla obtained the magiftracy 
ky gifts and TargeiTes. 

155. Caefar landing on the fhorc of Africa, 
happened to have a fall, which, for fear it {hould 
have been interpreted by his followers as an ill 0- 
men to his defigns on that country, turn'd it, 
by a fodden thought, and a peculiar prefence of 
mind, into a lucky prefage, for as he fell be ex- 
tended his arms, and cried out aloud, '' Wiih 
*« what piqafure, O Africkj do, I thujs embrace 
*' thee!'^ 

a CaefaTi 
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156. Caefar, in his Anti-Cato, ^book that i§ 
lo(l, which he u rote againft CatO) endeavouring 
to (how the force of opinioii, and reverence of a 
man that bad once obtained a popular reputation, 
faid, '^ That there were foroe who found Cato 
*^ drunk, and were afliamed inftead of Cato." 

157* The Romans, when they addrcfs'd the 
people, were wont to ftile tbeni, ' Ye Romans;* 
when commanders in war fpoke to their army» 
ihcy ftiled them, * My fellow foldiers.' There 
was a mutiny in Caefar's army, and fomewhat 
the foldiers would have had, but would not de- 
clare them felves in it: only demanded avmiflion^ 
or difcharge, though ^with no intention it fliould 
be granted,., orviy knowing that Ca:far had at that 
t;ime great need of their fervice, thought by this 
mejiBs,' to wrench him to their ether defir^s. 
Whereupon, ' with one cry, they afk*d miflion. 
Caefar, after fiiehce made, faid, " I, for my 
*' part, ye Romans/' > This title did ac- 

tually beipeak them difmifs'd, v^hich voice they 
no fooner heard, than they m;itinied again, aijid 
would not fufFer him to gp on with his fpeecb, 
till once he called them by the name of his fello.w 
foldiers, and fo, with that one word, be appeafed 
the fed ition. 

15 8. Caefar would fay of Sylla, for refigning 
his 4ii6lato((hip, ^^ Sylla is fo ignorant of letters 
•* that he cannot didate." 

J 5 9. Caefar in an engagement, where the e- 
nemy had the better, took an enlign, who was 
running away, by the neck, and forcing him to 
face about, faid, ^* Look, the enemy is that 
" way." 

M 6 POMPEY 
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POMPEY the Great. 

^ /^N. Pompcy, iirnam'd the Great, was 
as much beloved by the Roman people, 
as his father was hated by them. He, while yet 
a young man, join'd himfflF heartily in the fa£ii- 
on of S|lla, and, tl o* he was, at this time, nei- 
ther a magiftrate or fefiator, he raifcd a very 
powerful army in Italy. When Sylla fent bim 
orders to join himfelf, he /aid, ** I (hall not cx- 
•* hibit before the Emperor a body of raw troops, 
•• nor yn troops without their fpoils and con- 
" quefts." 

Neither did he come to Sylla before be routed 
the feveral gen^nlh of the enemy in many battles, 
and at this age gave proof of his being both an 
excellent prince and one born to great anions. 

i6i. Being created Emperor,, and fent by 
Sylla into Sicil\ , he not only made it appear, 
that he was a brave, but alfo a juft commander ; 
for knowing that his folJiers were very diforderly 
in their march, doing violence upon the road, he 
ordered their fwords to be fealed up in their fcab*- 
bards, and whofoever kept them not fo were fe- 
verely puniflied. 

162. Pompey having determin'd to cut off the 
Mamertines to a marK for being ftubborn abet- 
tors of the enemy, there ftept out one Sthenius, 
a leader of the people, who craving audience of 
Pompey, adrefled him thus. What you are about, 
Pompey, is by no means confiftent with juftice, 
if for the fault of one man you deftroy'an inno 
cent nation: For, I myfelf have been the man 
who perfuadcd my friends, and fore 'd my ene- 
mies to follow Marius's party. Pompey fo ad- 
mired 
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mired the gallantry of this brave man. that be 
faid, ** He would pardon the Mamertine , be- 
"• caufe they wereperfuaded by fuch a man, who 
" prcferr'd the welfare of his country to his 
" own life." Whereupon he fet Sthenius and the 
Mainaftines at liberty. 

In Sthenius Ave have examplified that fpirit a 
prince (hould exert *to wards the Commonwealth 
in time of danger; and Pompey exhibits a docu- 
ment oFgreat phcability, in honouring the brave 
man's piety to his country, rather than indulge 
his own refentment. 

163. Pompey, having paft'd over into Lybia 
againft Domicius, gave him a total overthrow, 
upon which the army faluted him by the name of 
Emperor: 'But he declined it, telling them, 
'* 'Fhathe could nor, by any means, accept of 
^^ that honourable title, as long as he faw any 
♦*■ of the forts or garrifons of the enemy ftand- 
** ing-'* The foldiers hearing this, went pre- 
fently to work, in midft of a deluge of rain, 
made an aflault upon the works and trenches j 
and took the camp where the enemy lay for- 
tified, by florm^ 

He refufed that dignity (o much importun'd 
upon him, till once it was attain'd in merit of 
his anions. 

164. On his return from this vi£)ory, Syita, 
annong feveral other honours conferred upon him, 
v^as the firft that gave him the (irname of Pom- 
pey the Great. But not fatisfied with theft 
niarks of did i nation, he infifted on a triumph, 
ivhich Sylla fliffiy oppdfed, on account that the 
laws allow'd that honour to none but fuch as were 
fenators : Whereas Pompey was not yet arrived 
to the age of being in diat rank. However he 
• • -' was 
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was no way daunted at this, but told thoTe about 
him, *' That be wiIh*dS\l!a to recolle<5t wiih 
** himfelf, that more woribiped the rifing than 
•« the fctting fun." Upon which Sylia cried out. 
Even let bim triumph. 

Sylla in reality dreaded the fpirit and growing 
glory of this afpiring youth, and made no hefita- 
tion to yield to him, whom he perceived inca- 
pable of yielding to any one. 

165. Servilius, a per fon of great quality, be- 
fides moft part of the ro!diery,were incenfed that a 
triumph (hould be granted Pompey; not that they 
envied Pompey a triumph, but becaufe they want- 
ed to be brought over by gifts and prefents to a- 
gree to it. Wherefore they began to clamour, 
and threatned, that otherwife, they would plun- 
der the money which fbould be carried along in 
the triumphal (how. Upon that, Servitius and 
Glaucia advifed him, rather than let the foldiers 
plunder the money, to divide it among them. 
But Pompey regarded thefe as little as the reft, 
and plainly told them, ** That he woiUd rather 
*^ lofe the hopour of a triumph, than flatter 
•* them.** Then he prcfent^d fome laurel gar- 
lands, and dcfired them to be'gin their plunder 
thence. Servilius, upon that, openly (aid, *^ Now 
** Pompey, I perceive that thou art truly great, 
•* and worthy of a triumph." 
' Pompey did not efleem that as a fpecious tri- 
umph, which was obtained by court, gifts, or 
donations. 

167. There was an ancient cuftom among the 
Romans, that the Knights, who ferv'd the time 
alloted by law in i;he arniy, (hould lead their 
horfe to the market-place before the two Cen- 
(ois, and, that having, there comimemoxated the 

fevcral 
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Feveral expeditions they were in, and g\(n an 
account of the Commanders and Generals undtr 
whom they ferved, they were difcharged, every 
m?n with honour or difgrace, according to bis 
deierts. Pompey, with all ibe enfigns of a Con* 
ful, faimfelf leading bis borfe in bis haod» came 
to the bench before the Cenfors Gallius and Len<» 
tulus» and being interrogated by them, according 
to cuftom, whether he bad fcrve3 out all tbc 
time in the wars^ and gone through all the mi- 
litary duties prefcribed by the law of arms* he 
replied with a loud voice, ** Ye9, I have ferved 
*^ all, and 2II under my felf as General." 

Meaning that, notwithftaoding his being Ge* 
neraU he very knowingly performed all the duties 
of a foldier, and that one and the fame man wa^ 
both a good general and an intrepid foldier, than 
which accompli(hments, no. greater charade can 
fall to the (bare of a prince. 

16S. Lucius LuculJus, after refigning bis mi- 
litary employments, addided himfelf much to 
pleafures, and high living. Reproaching Pom- 
pey one day, for involving himfelf in more buA- 
nefs than was fuitable to his years, Pompey an- 
fwered, *' 'Tismuchlefs fuitable to the years of 
** an old man, to devote himfelf to pleafures, 
*' than to govern the ftate." 

He very (agely reprov'd the opinion of thofe 
who think,^ that old men (houM be employed in 
nothing, -when it is but a decency incumbent on 
them, to die either in governing, or fupporting 
the Bate. Luxury and floth are juftly accounted 
fully in young men, but tbey are crimes in old 
men. 

169. His phyfician prefcribed Pon()pey, on h:» 

being taken ill» to feed, upon thtu/hes^ becauftv 

bis 
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his ftomach naufeated common meats : But upon 
fearch, there was none to be had, becaufe it hap- 
pened to be the wrong feafon for thefe kind of 
birds. Upon which fome body propofed that he 
(hould fend to Lucullus who kept thein all the 
year round. " Why," faid he, *' (hould not 
•* Pompey live, if Lucullus was not addi<Hcd to 
'* delicacie?." So, not minding the prefcriptions 
df the phyfician, he contented himfelf with fuch 
meats as could be more eafily procured. 

A truly great and mafculine fpirit, who would 
not accept of life itfelf, on the terms of being ful- 
tain'd by dainties. 

170. Pompey, in time of a great dearth of 
grain at Rome, was appointed purveyor^ hav- 
ing all the managment of the corn trade . under 
his adminiflration. Whereupon failing in perfon 
tb Africa, Sardinia, and Sicily, he made up vail 
ftores of corn J and now being juft ready to fet 
fail, upon his voyage homeward-bound, fher^ 
blew a mighty lempeft'at fea, which raifed a 
doubt even among the commanders tbemfelves 
whether it was fafe to put to fea or not; but Pom- 
pey himfelf went iirft on board, and coixsmanded 
the mariners to weigh anchor, declaring with a 
loud voice, ** There is a neceffety we (hould failj 
** but no ncoeffity we (hduld live." 

Meaning, that our concern For our country 
in diftrefs, ought to overballance, and take place 
of any private regard to felf prcfervatton, as it rs 
more pratfeworthy to ha(!en the relief of our 
country. 'Tis in like manner the greateft dif- 
^race to delay that relief, from any ftlfifh or in- 
ferior confideration, more efpecially, when our 
country happens ta be in extreme hazard. Hence 
wc may underfland, that the brute creation, upon 

their ' 
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heir lofs cf liber Cy, are not the only animals that 
all into fervitude : But that the bed fpirited, and 
noft untradable fort of men are tamed by hun- 
ger ; and upon the whole, we are inftruded* 
:hac public fafety (hould take place of private fe- 
rurity. 

171. When now the differences between C«- 
ar and Pompey became difcernable, Marcellus, 
3ne of thofe whom Pompey was thought to raife 
From a mean beginning, deferted his intereft, and 
Favoured that of Caefar : nay had the aflurance to 
inveigh bitterly againft Pompey in the open Se- 
nate. Whereupon Pompey as fliarp]y check'd 
him. <' Don't youblufli, Marcellus/' fdxxh he» 
^^ to revile, without either gratitude or hlonour, t 
'* man who^ from a mutcy made you an eloquent 
^* orator, and of a poor ilarveling, glutted you 
" even to a vomit? " 

Xhis was a fevere rebuke to him for his ingra- 
titude, by applying his dignity, authority and'e- 
loquence^ in prejudice of him to whom he oWed 
one and all of them. This ingratitude is of the 
worft kind : but alas ! *tis too commonly met 
with. 

172. .When Pompey received all thediftrefs'd 
States into favour, and treated them all with 
great humanity, except the Mamer tines alone, 
who protefted againfl his court and jurifdliS^ion^ 
allcdging their privitedge and exemption, founded 
on an ancient charter, or grant from the Romans, 
he replied, *' VVIiat ? will you never leave prat- 
*' ing of laws to us, who huve fwords by our 
** ii^ r " 

J 73. He woiilJ freely own, th:it he had the 
feveral offices he bore in the Magiftracy, ctmfer- 
red upon him before he himfelf expected them : 

But 
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BuC that he rcftgned thefe ofHces before otheia 

expeded ir. 

' That he fo prcaiaturely invcfted himrclf in tic 

ijovcrnmejit'of the flatc, was owing either to his 
ortuncy or his early virtues, but that he foonru- 
figned thefe cham£^ers exhibits the cr'terion, of a 
modeft man» and one that had no aim at tyran- 
ny : but had an eye only to the advantage of the 
Commonwealth. * * 

174. After his defeat at Pharfalia, he fled to 
^gypt ; when he was ftepoing^ut of his own 
galley into a fmall fffhing fkiff^the King of .£gypt 
fent to fetch hiin» turning about t&wardshis wife 
and ron> he f epeated thoic iambicks of Sppho- 
clek* 

** Kf »i«t;' err) iov>^ ftiu iWdf^'c^ /sa^ji* 

. <* F^e that once falls imo a tyrant's p6w'r» 
<* Becomes a flavci tho' be wcutq free beforcw'^ 

, Ifc feem'd to hav^ prefag'd his own dcArvfii- 
on.' Soon after he ftept down to the boat, being 
funtbro' the body wkh a fword^ be took his 
gown vrith both his hands, and wrappJBg it round 
hia head, fetch'd one groan, and ^^iktly yielded 
himfelf to bis fate. 

175. Pompey, not reli(hing the Vdilery and ban- 
ter of Tully, would fay among themfelves^ " Go 
** over to Caefar, and you'll frighten me.'* 

i\nimad verting upon the difpofition of that 
man« which they fay, was verv humble, and 
courteous to hisenemies,^ butobftinate and abu- 
five to bift friends. 

176. When be received advice by letters from 

die 
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the fenacete That he wa$f by the fufFrages of all 
the tribes, made lord of all that power which 
Syib nx9dt himfelf niafier of by conqueft, Smit- 
ing his thighs, be broke out in a great pa(}ion>; 
f'y^ng> *^ Good gods, what an endleis train of 
" war is here ! How much better might my lot 
*^ have t'alkn among the inglorious crowd, un- 
** known ar^d unregarded, if my fate be fuch^ 
" that I mud aU^ays defpair of thofe happier ma^ 
" ments, wherein I might ftem this tide of en«^ 
" vy, and live at peace^ in a country retirement^. 
'^ and the enjoyment of a dearei' wife." 

One without experience contends for power ;, 
but oiie- acquaoAted with the fatigues and incoei** 
yeniencies of it, abhors it : yet to refign all power 
is not fafe. 

177. As fome were faying, that, if. Csefar 
would hcni all his forces againft the city, they 
could not fee what power was able to refill hiax^ 
lie, with a (cornful (mile, bidding them take na 
care of tl^at, replied^ •* Whenever I ft4rop witk 
'* my foot in any part of Italy, there will ifilie 
*' fortb» in- an tniiaot, enough of forces, both 
*' horfe and foot." 

A great afluraDce of mind, if fortune had but 
^nfwer'd bis expe£tattons. 

178. Pompey, at the battle of Pharfalia,, fee- 
ing that his army was routed, and that aU was 
lo(l, looked like one diftra£^ed, and walk'd from 
the field flowly into the camp, without fpeaking 
a word to any man, went into his own cent, and 
^t him down, till perceiving fome of the enemy 
^ail in with his men that were flying to thecamp^ 
th^n he dropt only this ' expreifion, »«ov»? «<[ 
Tapsf*bo?.ii>? *' What ? into the very camp ? '* 
Then he rofe up, and putting on a garment 

fuicable 
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fuiuble to hi$ prefenC fortune, fecretly depart- 
ed. 

179. Cato, inveighing bitterlj :^ainft Pompey, 
to^d him, how he had often foretold, from the 
very beginning, touching Orfar's power, that it 
was daily increafuig, and boded no good to a po- 
pular government, but fenfibly tended to intro- 
duce tyranny : he made anfwer, <' Indeed, Ca* 
•• to, your fentiments were more like thofe 
** of a prophet : but mine more like thofe of 
«<« a friend." 

Intimating, that Cato fpoke at beft but by 
guefs; becaufe no perfea can determine for cer- 
tainty the ifliie of human aflfatrs r but that be him- 
felf indulged fuch tender fentiments, as hb friend- 
fiiip, in interceeding for him, dieted. The du- 
ties due to his friend were determined ; but the 
event, that his friend^ (hould prove his enemyi 
was uncertain* 'Tis more humane to hope that 
the intentions of our friend towards us are good, 
than to prognofticate their being bad. 

But now, left we fliould offend, by dwelling 
too long upon this fort of entertainment, we (ball 
beg leave to vary the fcenes, and to bring, ^ 
the next place, a few of the moft celebrated ora- 
tors of antiquity upon thc.ftage. 



PHOCION theATHENjAN. 

180. T)^^^'^^ was by birth an Athenian: 
JL but hiiB difcourfe was fo grave, pith)'» 
and full cf ufeful remarks, with a fenteocioifs 
brevity, bcfidcs being fo auftere and upright In 
his morals, that he might in thcfe iefpefls ^ 

^ ^ ftyl'd 
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kyl'd a Lacedemonian. He refembled Socrates 
D this particular, that the conftancy of his mind 
vas fuch, as never to be feen either Co laugh or 
ireep. One of his friends, having often obferv'd, 
diat, while the theatre was crowded with fpeda- 
:ors, he ufed to walk alone behind the (bene;, 
(nufing and looking very thoughtful, went up t9 
bim once, taying, ^ Pbocion, you feem to be very 
^ thoughtful.' *^ Yes,, verily," replied he, " I 
'' aoi confidering wherein I may retrench what I 
*^ am going to (ay to the Athenians;'' 

Others are generally foHicitous to come pre- 
pared to flour^ and expatiate upon the topic in 
hanu, to the intent they may appear eloquent : 
but he had a quite contrary aim in view, viz, 
that he ihoald fpeak no more than what was to 
the point, and that in as concife terms as pof*- 
fiUe. 

1 8 1» The oracle having decbred to the Athe* 
nians, that there was a certain mail in the city^ 
who made it his con&ant practice to thvirart all 
the meafures of the publick, the people unani- 
moufly decreed, that there fiiould be a ftri£t en- 
quiry made to difcover this man. But Fhocion 
inflantly betray'd himfelf, defirtng them to look 
no fardier : .<^ For indeed," faith he, ** I am 
^' the man, who am never fatisfied with your 
*' proceedings, and confequently I ,muft be the 
*' man meant by the orade." 

We are apt to be undetermin'd which is the 
principal fubjeA of admiration that prefents itfelf 
here : either the orator's intrepidity, or his cle- 
mency, which would not fuffer any fufptcion to 
devolve on the innocent ; and next, we are e- 
qually challeng'd to admire his fingular prudence 
and fagacity, which muft enable him to remark, 

that 
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that the multicude arc ufiiverfany carried adrifi 
by their paffions, infomuch that thej fcarccly ci- 
ther fay or do any thing prudentiaHy. 
• 182. Happening one day, in an aflembjyof 
the people, to 6t\ivtr his opinions to the genend 
approbation of the multitude, far, turning about 
to fome of his friends, demanded to know, 
** What fooliih or ungi arded expreffion might 
** have efcap^d him, fo as to merit their ap- 
•* plaufe?" 

He had fuch a {iTrepofleffion, that nodiing ja- 
dicioufly fpoke could take with the peop'e. 

183. The Athenians, making vaft prepara- 
tions fof an approaching feftiva), according to 
cufiom fent about to the citizens for their fe«'eral 
fupplifs. Phocion, while all the reft contriboted 
towards defraying the charges of the facrifices, 
was very frequently call'd upon, and at length told 
the coUeflorp, '* Now, were it not unjuft in 
'• me, to give you ought, at the fame time I 
*' give him nothing,'* pointing to one of his 
Creditors. 

Moft people are of the opinion, that nothing 
is fo pioufly laid out, as that which is expended 
on temples, facrifices, and holy rites. But this 
ingenuous man was of opinionithat it was a much 
more religious principle to give every man bis 
due. What is it may we think of fuch as defraud 
their wives and children, in order to build palaces 
and grand (Irudures for the habitations of prieiby 
and who beftow a great part of their revenues and 
eftates towards maintaining a crew of lazy, ufe- 
lefs, and irreligious drones. 

1 84. Upon a time that the whole crew of 0- 
rators, endeavouring to run him down, baod/d 
againft htm, Demotthenes faid, * PhociiHi, the 

* Atbonians 
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Atheftians will tear thee to pieces, if once they 
grow mad j' *' and thee," replies Phocion, ** if 
' once they recover their fenfea." 

Demofthenes wis a man that always ftudied to 
^tch the muhitude, and confequently fpoke rather 
o pleafe thin to profit them. 

185. AriftogitoD, the flanderer, being fen- 
tcnc'd to end his days in a goal, fcnt to Rio- 
cion, earneftly begging to fpeak with him in the 
piifon. Phocion's friends difRiading him from 
going, ** Why, by your favour,** faith he, 
'* where Ihould I chufe rather to make Ariftogi- 
*' ton a vifit ?'* 

Signify 'ng, that he would not go to patronize 
the flanderer, but to have the fatisfa<3ion of view- 
ing his deferved calamity. 

I 86. Alexander fhe Great fent to Phocion a 
pre fcnt of .an hundred talents, which being 
brought to Athens, Phocion afk'd the bearers, 
^* How it came about, that, among aH the reft 
'* of the Athenians, he alone (hould be fo high- 
** ly obliged to the King^s bounty ? " Being 
told, * That Alexander efteem'd him as the on- 
' ly perfon of honour and worth :' ** If he thinks 
*' fo," replies Phocion, *' may it pleafe hisMa- 
*' j^^y> to permit me to continue fo, and to be 
*' ftill fo reputed." 

How wittily he converted the argument made 
ufe of by the meflengers, to an handle for refuf- 
ing the money ! Who can forbear to admire the 
fincerity of fuch an uncorruptcd mind ? Phocign 
was poor, yet, notwitbftandlng, he ftood un- 
mov'a by the temptation of this, vaft prefcnt. It 
may alfo fervc for a document, that thofc con- 
cerned in the adminiftiation of a frate, who ac- 
cept 
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cept of prefents, neither are, nor ought to be e- 
fteem'd good inen« 

187. When Alexander demanded the gallies 
which the Athenians had agreed to furniih bim 
u'itb, the orators oppofed the fending them> and 
the council demanded Phocion's fenfe upon the 
head ; he told them freely, *' Gentlemen, I 
*^ Ihould either have you make fure of the vido- 
** rv, or be friends with the viflor." 

He briefly intimated, that Alexander was not 
to be denied in any thing, unlefs they could de- 
pend fo much upon their own force, as to be able 
to quell that paflionate youth : but, finte Alex- 
ander feem'd fuperior in that regard, he did not 
think it advifeable to provoke a youqg man, as 
he was, incapable of bearing a repulfe. 

188. A vague report being fpread about, that 
Alexander was dead, the orators of Athens in- 
flantly rufh'd out, exhorting the people to declare 
war, without lofs of time : but Phocion defired 
them to wait till they were better infonn'd. 
•* For," (ays he, ** if Alexander is dead to- 
** day, why, he will be fo to-morrow, and ever 
" after," 

189. When Leofihencs moved the city of A- 
thens tQ embark, in the Grecian warj railing the 
people with mighty hopes of liberty and great 
dominion, " Young man," faid Phocion, ** your 
*^ language is like the cyprefs-tree, fair, tall and 
•* topping, but without fruit." 

No parallel could be made more applicable to 
a fplendid, magnific, and puffing, but unfruitful 
oration. 

190. When, in the beginning of the war, 
matters fucceeded fo very well, that, by orders 
of the ftatc, there were daily facrifices offer'd by 

the 
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the people, to (how their gratitude to the gods : 
Phocion, being a/k'd, * If thefe feats were dif- 
^ agreeable to him ?* anfwer*d, " They would be 
" agreeable to me, were they decifive." 

191. The Macedonians, having invaded At* 
dca, continued to ravage the fea-coaft, waiting 
ind pillaging the country all over, when Phocion 
was fent againft them with an army, conftfting 
chiefly of the Athenian youth, newly rais'd. But 
feveral of thefe young foldiers, being fo pragmati* 
cal and intermeddling in marfballing the army, 
would needs tutor him, how he ihould pof* 
fefs himfelf of fuch a hill, difpofe the cavalry in 
fuch another place, and range the battalions to the 
beft advantage : whereupon Phocion cried out, 
*^ O Hercules, how many Generals have I here, 
** and how few foldiers !'* 

A farcafm on the temerity of thefe young gen- 
tlemen, in attempting to anticipate the General's 
diredions, when it is more the office of a foldier 
to fight as direded, than pretend to advife his 
General. However, having engaged the enemy, 
be gave them a total defeat. 

192. Antipater ufed to fay, *' That. he had 
" two friends at Athens : one of which, Phocion, 
" he could never perfuade to accept of any thing; 
*' and the other, Demades, he could never fatif- 
" f y by giving him enough.'^ 

193. Antipater deflr'd Phocion to ftrain a point 
of juftice, in order to ferve him in fome particu- ; 
lar cafe or other: but Phocion anfwer'd, " Ap- 
** tipater, you can't ufe me both as a friend and 
•* a flatterer." 

A friend forwards theintereft of another^whi-le he 
thinks his meafures fair ani equitable : one friend 
ought to aik nothing of aaother, but what is fair 

Vol.1, N and 
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and equitable. But a fycophant will come into 
any fcheme, if never (o villainous or nefarious. 

194. After the death of Antipater, the Athe- 
nian republic refumM their former popular go- 
vernment : whereupon Phocion was, at an aiTem- 
bly of the people^ fentenc'd to die. When the 
jaflembly was difmifs'd, ai he, with Ibme other of 
his friends, who were condemned together with 
him, were remanded back to prifon, to be exe- 
cuted, feveral of the people followed them, em- 
bracing and weeping over them. Phocion 's coun- 
tenance was not in the leaft changed : but one 
of Kis enemies, reviling and abufing him as he 
pafled, came up to him, and fpit in his face ; 
at which, Phocion, looking on the magiftrates, 
only (aid, << Will nobody correal this man's rude- 
" nefs?" 

This mod pious man made the public difci- 
pline the chief fubjed of his concern, juft as he 
pafs'd along to be executed. He did not loudly 
complain of the atrocious contumely put upon 
himfelf ; nor did he cry out for vengeance againft 
a man, who, contrary, to law, infulted a con- 
demned criminal :. but defir'd, that he fliould be 
reftrain'dy as exhibitmg a bad example, and an 
enemy to good manners. He term'd a flagrant 
offence againft the law^ only ^ a piece of rude- 
^ neft.* 

1951. Euippus, one of thofe condetnnM toge- 
filer with Phocion, when he obferv'd the execu- 
tioner tempering the poifon, and preparing it, 
was inuch diforder'd} and began to bemoan his 
condition, and tfie hardships he received : where- 
upon Phocion ikys, ^' VV hat ? is it not enough 
••for thee to run the fame fate with Phocion ?*' 

Phoctc^n 
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Phocion not only died innocent, but merited 
well of the republic : whence he thought, that it 
it muft be no fmall comfort for an iiinocent man 
to die together with another innocent man. 

196. When he received Ins deadly potion, one 
of his friends aik^d him. If he chufed to fpeak 
with his fon^ who waa there prefent ? *< Yes, 
(c by all OMans,*' replies he : then addreffing hini- 
felf to tne youth, he lays, <* Son, I command 
*' amd conjure thee, to forget the ill treatment 
*' thy father meets with from the Athenians.'' 

The.diihuit hope, that their death will be a* 
veng'd, isg^neral^ the chief confolation of fuch 
u fuffer in this manner : but it was his laft de- 
fire, that his fon fliquld entertain no thoughts of 
reveng^g his father's unjuft fuflferings, and defired 
iiim to retain the piety due to his country, and 
drop all thoughts of his Other's treatment. 

197. Nicodes, the deareft and moft faithful of 
his friends^ bcgg'd hioH to drink the poifon firi(« 
« Ah ! my friend,*' faith Phodon, «< diis is the 
'^ mofl harfh atfd ungrateful requeft thou haft e- 
" ver made me : but luicet tlfiro' my whole life, I 
** haire never denied thee any th'mg,! muft gratify 
'' thee in this aUb/' 

198. Having all drunk, there wanted of 
the due proportion: and the executioner refufed 
to prepare more, except they would pay him 
twelve drachmas, to defray the charge of a full 
draught; fo that, by the fellow's obftinacy, Pho- 
don's execution was for fome time delay 'd : at laft, 
calling out to one of his friends that ftood by 
him, ** What ?" fays he> " can't a man die on 
*^ free coft among the Athenians?" and bid 
him gh^ a fmall fpill of money to the exe- 
cutioner. 

Vi M. TULLIUS 
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U. TULLIUS CICERO. 

199, TN deriding the rhetoricians of ht3 time, 
I for being fo noify in their plead ing*, he 
would My, *' That they were like tame meO| 
** bccaufe that, for want of ability to fpeak, they 
^' had recourfe to bawling, in like manner ai the 
*• other had to horfei/' 

This fort of men may ftill be met with, who, 
finding themfelves behind-hand in the debate, ij 
out abruptly into furipus and opprobrious language *, 
or falling, for want of ability, to perfuade by ar- 
guments and fiiir reafontogs, try their fuccefs by 
fcandal and high words. 

200. Verres, having a fon, who was fuppos'd 
bafely to proftitute his beauty, repioach'd Cicero 
with being a catamite ; he replied, *^ You fliould 
*^ begin at home with this manner of reproach/' 

Meaning, that this fcandalous afperfion did not 
at lead fuit him .more than it did the flanderer's 
fon. Parents are bound to rebuke their children : 
but their reproofs ihould be given within doors, 
left the fcandal may take air, and wing abroad. 
But they publijfh their own fcandal, who reproach 
others for thefe vices they themfelves find the 
common practice of their own children. 

201 • When Metellus told Cicero, That be 
had deftroyed more as a witaefs than he had ever 
faved as an advocate : ^^ I confefs it,'* faith he; 
** for I have much more truth than eloquence." 

With what a furprifrng readinefs of wit did he 
convert to his own advantage this flur thrown up- 
on his character ! 

202. Metellus, whofe mother was accounted 
a lewd woman, in a difpute betwixt him and Ci- 
cero, 
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cerO) wouM often ciy out, with an intention to 
vpbiaid the other with his mean defeent, * Ah ! 
* Gccro, who was thy father ?* '* TThy mo- 
«^ tber," replies Cicero, «< has put it out of thf 
** power to tell who thy father was." 

203. The fame Metellus, being a man re-- 
markable for his levity and inconftant humour, 
having buried his preceptor Diodonis, under 
whom he ftudied rhetoric, with more than com- 
mon curioiity, had fet up a marble crow on wing 
over bis monument, which Cicero obferving, 
1^, *' Why indeed, Metellus, thou haft re- 
** warded thy tutor with much judgment ; for 
*^ he has rather taught thee to fly dian fpeak." 
ao4. There was one Odavius, fuppofed an 
African born, told Tully, while pleading, by 
way of infinuation, that he difapprov'd of his rea- 
ibnings, * Why, I don't hear you.' *' And yet 
*^ thy ear is bored,'' replies Cicero. 

There was a cuftom prevailed in Africa of 
boring their ears, through which they fufpegd- 
ed thefe rings'and jeweb which we now wear as 
pendants to our neck. 

205. Having dted C. Popilius, one who af- 
feded to be thought a great lawyer, though re* 
markably ignorant and unlearn'd, to bear teflimo- 
ny in a certain caufe, whom, when he laid, *• I 
* know nothing of the matter,' Cicero anfwer'd, 
^* Perhaps you apprehend, that we interrc^te 
** you upon a point of law." 

206. Hortenfius the orator, having received 
from Verres a preient of a fine filver fphynx* by 
way of acknowledgment for defendia^him in a 
fuit at law, being queftion'd Come how intricate- 
ly by Cicero, in a paflage during his pleadings, 
wherein he obliquely refieded on him, laid, * I 

N 3 • have 
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* bavr 'DOft learn'd yet to umiidlc saigous. 
^ No ^'' fyf$ CiqerOt *^ anil y«c yoii bave a ^fajfnx 
•« at home." 

Meaning the fable of thip fphjnx, that mon- 
ger which propofed rewards for fucb as o)uld 
unfoU her riddles, anid deAroy^d tbofe that f^il'd 
in the attempt. 

207 • Cicero, one day meeting Vocoiiius, along 
with hi$ three d^ughter^, who Ivere ladies that 
bad the mi&fortune pf betiag remarkable for their 
.^jglineft and defermjty, fppke this Greek verftf 
m a wbifper to hi^ friends about Jbim. 

*' ^Twas much againft thy will indeed, 
f * Phoebus, that this man fow'd his feed." 

2o8. CicerO) perceiving the differences be- 
twixt Capiar and Pempey to arrive at that height 
as would fcsyrcely admit of reconciliation^ faid, 
1^ I know whom I may avoid : bfit which of 
** them I may join intereft with, X am at a loft 
5^ to determine." 

Intimating, that neither of tbem meant to ftp- 
port tbe liberty of their country; but that both 
aim*Q at the government* 

209- Cicero, having deferted over from Cjrfar 
to. Pompeys was no fooner arrived in the campi 
than he repented his change. But Pompey aik- 
ing hioi) Where he left Pifo his fon-in^^law ? he 
anfwer'd, *' With your fathex-ifl-'law>" mean- 
ing C«far.f 

He retaliated tbe obje^^ion made to him ^ 
lartipg with bis ibo-itt-kw, by puting the other 

is 
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in miad) that be himfelf made war upon hjs fa- 
ther-in law. 

2iQ« As fome perfon, who defer ted fromCae- 
far toPompey, was relating, that, for thegreati;r 
dilpatcb, he left his hprfe behind hiih. Cicero 
overbearingf faid, '^ You have difpofed of your 
•* borfe better than you have d^ne of yourfelf." 

Meaning, that the gentleman himfelf had bcu 
ter Aaid with Gxfar. 

211. Cicero, after the defeat of Pompey at 
Pharfalia, hearing one Nonius fay, *That ftill they 

* had no reafon to defpair, becaufe,' faith he, 

* there are feven eagles yet remaining in Pom- 

* pey^s camp.^ " 1 confefs,*' replies Cicero,' 
** we have no reafon to defpair, providing we are 
'* to fight with jack*daw8." 

The other meant the Roman colours imprinted 
with the figures of eagles. 

212. Cicero, bejng afk*d, after Csefar's .victo- 
ry, * How he could be fo much miftaken in his 
^ choice of the parties V anfwer'd, ^^ Drefs de- 
*« ceiv*d me/* 

Csefar, whenever he went abroad, drefs'd al* 
ways in a gay and luxurious manner, wearing a 
gown fring'd and tafiel'd round the edges. Sylla 
frequently warn^l Pompey, * To beware of the 

* drefiy youth/ 

213. When Fauftus Sylla, the fon of Sylla the 
didator, who, during his government, by public 
billsy profcrib'd and condemn'd feveral citizens, 
had fo wafted his eftate, and got into debt, that 
he was forc'd to publifh his bills of fale, Cicero 
told him, ^« That he, lik'd tbefe bills much bet- 
" than thofe of his father." 

214. Cicero, hearing fomebody fay, ' That 

* Cs(kr's friends were melancholy. ^* You mean,'' 

N 4 fays 
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fays hCf ^* they are thinking that Caefar's affairs 
•' are in a bad way." 

Ironically ridiculing the fycophant meflenger, 
who would intimate, that the Czfareans be- 
gan to defpair of their afFairs, and dread Pom- 
pey. 

215. The ftatues of Pompey being defac*d and 
thrown down, Caefar had commanded them to 
be fet up : whereupon Cicero faid, •* That Cae- 
•* far, by this aA of humanity, fet up Pnmpey's 
*< ftatues : but he had fix'd and e(bbli(bed his 
«* own." 

2 1 6. Pompey having gifted a certain Gaul, 
.that had revolted from Caefar to him, with the 
freedom of the city of Rome, Cicero faid, ** A 
** fine man indeed, who gives the Gauls the free- 
^* dom of a ftrange city, while he is unable to re- 
•* ftorc us our own city." 

217. Cicero, obferving his fon-in-law, Lcn- 
tulus, a very low-fiz'd man, wear a fword of ex- 
traordinary length, faid, ** Who "was it girt my 
♦* fon-in-law to this fword ?" 

The man feem'd in Cicero's eyes to be tied to 
the fword, not the fword to the man. 

2 1 8. Cicero ufed to joke Vatinius, after his 
confuMhip, which lafted only for a few days, in 
this manner : ** The year of Vatinius was one 
•• out of the common courfe of nature ; for there 
*^ was neither a winter, fpring, iummer, nor al^ 
** tumn, during his confulfliip/* 

219. C. Caefar foifted into the fenate a great 
number of perfons, who in hA were every way 
tmworthy that illuftrious order ; and, among the 
reft, Laberius the ador, being but a Roman knight. 
As this Laberius, looking for a feat, pafs'd by 
Tully in the fcnate-houfe, Tully fays, ♦* IfhouJd 

** have 
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*^ have made room for thee, had it not been that 
** I myfclf would be ftraiten'd in room.** 

Defpifing the a£lor, and bantering the new fe- 
nators, whofe number Caefar had much augmei}t> 
cd beyond that prcfcrib'd by the law. However, 
Cicero did not pafs fcot-free with this inved^ive : 
for Laberius told him, * I wonder that you fhould 

* be ftraitcn'd in room, when you are wont to 

* occupy two feats :' hinting Cicero^ want of fi- 
delity, in being fo inconftant, as not to be de- 
pended on ; infomuch that he was now with 01^ 
party, and foon after with another. 

220. Cicero, hearing it reported, that Vati* 
nius was dead^ fays, *< Well, I (hall enjoy the 
** ufe of fhi^ report for fome time, even if it is 
« not true/' 

Meaning, that he would reap a temporary fa- 
tisfa£tion from the very furmife : juft as thofe who 
borrow money, hav« die pleafure of ufing it for 
fome fpace of time* 

221. Being once at dinner with FabiaDoIa-- 
bella, an antient lady, who, fpeaking of her age, 
faid, * She. was but thirty years oFd.*" One who* 
fat by Cicero, rounded him in the ear, faying,' 

^ She talks of thirty years ; without queftion ifae- 

* muft be much more.* ** Nay," replies Cice- 
ro, ^* I believe her ; for I have heard her fay fe 
** thefe twenty years." 

222. He ufed to fay ofC. Csefar, "'As oftten 
" as I confider this man's cunning and ambition,. 
•*^ glofs'd over with a (hew of humanity, I dread 
•* his proving one day a. tyrant to the common- 
5* wealtli : but when I view his hair Qbw in wav- 
** ing ringlets round his neck, while, fearing to 
** diforder it, he fcratches his head with one fin- 
*^ ger> I can hardly perfuade myfeK, that he has 

N 5 t« fpirii . 
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<< fpirit enough tp venture upop fiich aa at- 
•« tempt." 

2 z 3 . As fome people twitted Cicero with hav- 
ing an intention to purchafe a grand tenement, 
with a vaft fum of money he received from i 
client of his, he made anfwer, ^^ Indeed, I (hall 
^^ confeii, when I hav.e made the purchafe, that 
** I received the iponey/' Being then reprovU 
for his vanity, after having bought the bouie, he. 
I^th, <* Don^t you luiow, that a good mafter of 
^* a family makes a fecret of what he. intends to 
« purchafe i" 

224. When Munatius, who ha<^ efcapM judg- 
ment by Cicero's defence, profecuted his friend 
$abinu9, it is. faid, that Cicero fell fo fout of himf 
in his anger^ that he told him, ^< Munatius, thou; 
** wert not acquit for the fake of thy innocence ; 
*f btt^ becaufe I overihadowcd the iJglit, fo that 
*5 the court couW not perceive thy. guilt/' . 

225* Cicero, having made a public oration 
from the Roftra, in piaife' of CraiTus, a few 
days after fpoke as much in his prejudice, ki the 
fsinie pbce, and before -th^ fame audience. On 
lirbicb CraiTus interrupted tum, bidding him, to 
|!e^iember vriut be.<fo lajtejiy maintain'd m his.&> 
vour* ^^ I am far from forgetting what Jifaid," 
replied Cicero : ^' bub when I ta]Jrd high ofiyou 
*^ in that manner, it was only, to (hew, the force 
** of e)4M|uence, which can make bad things ap- 
•• f^X good.'* 

226^ Cicero, hearing Crailiia &y, that he 
wa^ delighted with that dogma of the. Stoicks, 
which afierts, * That a gpod man is always rich,' 
replies, ** Nay, have a-care^ that they don't af- 
*^ . fym furf hec^ Thai'die wif^^ maA po&l&s,every 
*^:tUing-'* 

Thctc- 
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Thereby fecretly hinting at the avarice of Craf* 
fus, which was become very notorious. 

227. Caefar attempting to pafs a law for the 
divifion of the lands in Campania, among his 
foldiers, many in the fenate oppofs'd it ; among 
the reft, L. Gellius, one of the oldeft men in the 
houfe, rifing up, faid, ^ It fhould never pafs while 
• he liv'd/ « Let us defer it then," faith Ci- 
cero ; *^ for Gellius does not require a very long 
'' day.'* 

Meaning, that he muft foon die by the courie ' 
of nature. 

22 8. A young man, who was accufed of giv* ~ 
ing his father a poifon'd cake^ confidently threat* 
ened to befpatter Cicero's charader with reproach* 
es. ^< I had much rather have thofe,*' faid Ci«^ 
cero,- •« than your cake." 

Accufing him of parricidci by this double- 
entendre. 

229. When M. Ajipius, in his preamble to i 
plea, (aid, that a friend had conjur'd him to ' 
employ all his indullry, eloquence and fidelity in 
that caufe, Cicero told him, *' Then thou muft 
** have been very obdurate to thy friend, in not 
'^ performing one of thefe things he has fo earn- 
•• cftly defir'd of thee.'* 

230, When M. Coelius, who was reputed the 
fon of a Have, read feveral letters in the fenate^. 
With a very flirill and loud voice, ** Wonder 
** not," fays Cicero ; " for this fellow js a 
•* erier.'^ 

Intimating, that it was by the practice of^a* 
crier, that he attain'd to fuch vocality. For 
the venal flaves were wont to recommend 4hem- 
felves very much> by having the voice of i 
crier, 

N6 ^3 «. White 
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23 T. While one Memmlus, in traducing Ga- 
te of Uttca, faid, that he would be drunk. for 
whole nights together, Cicero replied, ** But 
<« you don't fubjoin, that he play'd at dice, for 
" whole nights together.*' 

He in a very polite manner defended Cato, 
who, when he confumed the whole day in thebu- 
finefs of the ftate, fpent a few hours in the night 
to relax his mind.** 

232. As C. Csefar in the Senate^ ftrenuoufly 
defended a caufe of the daughter of Nicodemus, 
he made frequent mention of that king's favoun 
to him, at length Cicero fays, ** Away with 
•* thefe things, I befeech you, as it is pretty well 
^* agreed on, what favours he granted you, and 
•* what you may have granted him." 

The humour here lies chiefly in the a'hibiguity 
of the verb he makes ufe of, for he grants a fa- 
TO jr, who beftows a benefadion ; and a woman 
grants one to the man (he fuffers to enjoy her. 
Whence Martial, 

Vis dare, nee dare vis. 

To grant my boon, dear girl, you pant. 
And yet this boon you will not grant. 

Caefar while at Bythinia was badly reported of, 
for being more courteous to Nicodemus than was 
thought confident with thelawsofmodefty. 

2^3- M. Callidius accused Gallus, while Tully 
defended him. He affirmed that he could prove 
by the joint evidence of witneflcs, hand-writings, 
and interrogations, that the accused intended to 
poifonhim. But Cicero, obfcrving that he men- 
tioned fuch an atrocious faA, with a down look, 

languid 
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languid voice, and yer^'aukward behaviour, faid, 
*^ Now, Callidius, would this be your adion, if 
*' you did not feign the accufation ?*' 

Learning from his very a&ion that be did not 
fpeak ingenuoufly. 

23 4m. Clodius^ was try'd by a jury, that had 
palpably taken bribes before they gave their ver« 
<ii£l, tho'' they begg'd a guard of the Senate, 
that they might do no violence to their confcien* 
ces, on the account Clodius was a very feditious 
young nobleman. But though all the world gave 
him up for condemned, they acquitted him. Ca* 
tulus^ the next day, feeing fome of the jury to- 
gether, faid to them, ** You did well in requi- 
*^ ring of us a guard for your fafety, in cafe your 
^^ money (bould have been taken from you." 

At the fame judgment Cicero gave in evidence 
upon oath; but the jury, which confided of fifty 
feven, pafs'd againft his evidence. Cicero and 
Clodius, one day in the Senate, being in hot al- 
tercation together, Clbdius upbraided him, fay- 
ing. The jury t'other day gave you no credit. 
** Five and twenty gave me credit," anfwered 
Cicero, ** but there were two and thirty gave 
**' you no credk, for they had their money be- 
** fore hand." 

235. There was a law made by the Romans 
againft the bribery and extortion of the gover-> 
nors of provinces. Cicero faid, in a fpeech of 
his to the people. That he thought the pro* 
vinces ought to petition the (late of Rome, to 
have that law repeal'd : *' For, faith he, before * 
*' that law the governors were guilty of bribery 
*^ and extortion, in as much as was fufficient for 
** themfclves ; but now they bribe and extort as 
'* much as may be enough, not only for them- 

** felves. 
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** (tlveSf but for the judges, jurors and magi- 
•* ftrates/' 

236, *Twas a common obfervation of Cicero, 
^ That no kind of men are more afraid. of God^ 
<< than fuch as pretend not to believe his being^^ 

Thofe arethemen who, above all others, are 
moft liable to be affeded with a tremor and dread- 
ful apprehenfions, eQiecially in time of ficknefs 
and the approachci of death. 

DEMOSTHENES theOraton 

nYtheas, a noted debauchee^ in deri- 
^7' * fion of Demofthenes, told him once, 
that his arguments fmelt of the lamp, infinuating 
that he ftudied his orations by candle light. ** In* 
** deed, friend," replied Dcmofthenes, tart e- 
nough, *^ There is great odds betvireen your ex- 
^' efdfe and mine, by lamp fight/^ 

138. He told fome people who fbanid hu\t! 
with him, for his immoderiite bve for riietorick„ 
*^ That the ftudy of eloquence denoted a popu- 
*^ lar matt : on the other hand, that a negled of 
^* that ftudy. was peculiar to fuch as wanted to 
** domineer over the people, whom, when they 
•^ could not perfuade'by the power of oratory to 
^( come into their meiafures, they would attempt' 
^ to force.'* 

239. Demofthenes, as often as Phocion moun- 
ted the pulpit, would (ay to his acquaintances, 
*< Now ftands up the ax that (hall cut all my ar* 
•* guments afunder,*' 

Phocion was both pithy and fententious ki his 
pleadings, and was generally an opponent of De- 
mofthenes. 

240. The 



Book IV. of DEMOSTHENES. a;^ 

z40» The Athenians^ having appointed De* 
mofthenes to impeach a certain man, upon his 
refufmg to comply, began to roar out againft 
bim, as ufual, calling upon hia> by name, in the 
Qpen aflembly. But Demofihenes, rifing up, 
tkid, *^ You ihall have me for your counfelJorf 
<« O ye men of Athens, whether you will or no: 
^* but a fycophant, or falfe accufer I (hall neve? 
** be, if you would have me.'* 

241. Demc^benes waa one of the ttn ambaf- 
fadors, whom the Atbcaiians feat to Philip King: 
of.Majpedonia^ and heing relurn'd home, iEicbi^* 
noH s^d PbilQcr^teF>of whom the king was fond* 
eAk gave great commendations of chat prince, a^. 
being a beautiful perfon, an eloquent fpeaker^ 
and one able to drink a gre^t quantrty, without 
bring difguis'di ^^ Thofe quaKfication^^'^ faid 
I>esiioftb^e8^ *^ are no way, worthy of a king^ 
<< the firft of the advantages you point out ia be* 
<< coming the fair fex, the fecond is peculiar to- 
<<> fhetoriciansf and the laft to any fpunge how* 
•• defpica^le foever." 

2 } \ Dcmofthenes bad the folk) wing in&rip* 
iin^QB hia fbield in letters of gold, ayaSp'nng- 
u e^ with good fortune. But in the batt»^ 
when it camei to bjowa be deferted his poft, threw* 
down hia fhieid, and run away, moft fliameCully^ 
Being afterwards upbraided for this condud, and 
cajrd a (bieM-dropper, he eluded the fcoin^ hf 
anf^ringief himfelf in this/am*d verfe* 

^< The n^h, who now retreats apace, 
^' Mayv yet perbapis return the ch^e^** 

Intimating^ 
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Intimating, that in reality he, who retreats time- 
hr from the battle, takes a more efFe<^ua) way to 
icrvc bis country, than he who ftays behind pur- 
pofely to be knock'd on the head. A dead man 
fights no more: but he who faves his life by a 
feafonable retreat, may fight afterwards. 

243. Alexander offered to make peace with 
the Athenians, on condition they would deliver 
up to him eight citizens, in the number of which 
Demoflhenes was included. It was upon this oc- 
cafion that he related to them the fable, wherein 
the Iheep are faid to deliver up their dogs to the 
wolves. Himfelf and thofe who were contend- 
ing for the fafetv of the people, he compar'd to 
the dogs that aefended the flock, and Alexair- 
der was meant* by the wolf. He further told 
them, ** As we fee corn merchants feli 
** their whole ftock, by a few grains of wheat, 
** which they carry about with them in a dift, 
^ as a fmall fample of the reft, fo do you, by 
** delivering up a few citizens, infenfibly furren- 
•• der up your whole ftate.'' 

244* Being condemned by the Areopagites, 
he made his elopement out of prifon, and had not 
fled far from the city, when finding that he was 
purfued by fome of the oppofite fadion, who 
had been his adverfaries, he endeavoured to hide 
hlfn&lf: But they, calling him by his name, told 
him he had nothing to fear; and then coming up 
to him, defired he would accept of fonie money, 
which they had brought from home as a fmall 
provifion for his journey; to accommodate him 
in that refpeft, tbey!faid, was their intention in fol- 
lowing him. Upon this, he burft out into a 
flood of tears, faying, *' How can I fupport 
•' mjfelf under /the afflidling cirtottmftance of 

4 ** being 



r 



Book IV. of DEMOSTHENES. 281 

•< being obliged to relinquifh that city, wherein 
•* my very enemies fliew me more tendernefs 
** and affedion> than any friends I can find elfe- 
«« where? *' 

245. It is reported, that, looking towards the 
citadel of Pallas, as he fled out of the city, he 
faid, with his hands lifted up, '^ O Pallas, lady 
** of cities, how is it that thou canft take fo 
** much delight in three the moft inaufpicious 
«^ beafts, the owl, the dragon, and the multi- 
•« tude?" 

The owl, being accounted the moft ominous of 
all birds, is facred to Minerva; (he carries the 
dragon in her (hleld ; and the multitude are call* 
cd the many headed monfter, that always requite 
evil for good, and injure them moft who have 
deferved the heft treatment at their hands, as ap- 
pears from their ufage of Socrates, Phocion, Sci- 
pio, and many others. 

246* He deterred the young Gentlemen, who 
ufed to vifit and converfe with him, from med* 
ling with ftate affairs, faying, ** That if two 
*^ i^ayshad been propofed to him, the one lead- 
** ing to the pulpit and the bench, and the o- 
*< ther dire£lly tending to deftrudlion ; and that he 
<c could have forefeen the many evils which at* 
•• tend thofe who ferve the ftate, in a public cha- 
*^ radier and capacity, fuch as fears, envies, ca- 
*^ lumnies and contentions, he would certainly 
** have prcferr'd that which led ftraight on to his 
<* death.'* 

147. While he was in baniflinrent at Arcadia, 
there happened a fmart rencfounter between Py- 
theas and Oemofthenes, while the former plead- 
ed for the Macedonians, and the latter for the A- 
thenians. Pytheas is reported to have faid, that 

as 
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as we always fappofe fome difeafe in that family 
*f o which thicy bring afles milk, fo, whenever there 
comes an embafly from Athens, that city muft 
needs be unfound. But Demofthenes retorting 
the comparifon, prefently anfwered, ^^ As afles 
^* milk is brought to reftore us health, fo the A-' 
•• thcnians come for the fafety and recovery of a 
^** difeafed ftate/* The Athenians were fo pleat- 
ed at hearing thefe paiTages, that they infiantly 
decreed to recall him from banifhment. 

248. He was fo allur'd by the fame of thatmoft 
renowned proftitute Lais, that it is reported be 
failed to Corinth, on purpofe to enjoy fuch a ce- 
lebrated beauty ; but when {he demanded ten 
thoufahd drachmas, for one nights enjoyment, 
Demofthenes faid (tf« dyo^d^v Tc^artf (MToK^ak) 
*• I won*t purchafe repentance at fuch a price." 

Meaning, that the acquifition of difboneft plea- 
fures, is always accompanied with remorfe. 

249. One who pafs'd for a thief, happening 
petulantly to banter Demofthenes with the faying 
of Py theas, which was now become pretty remark* 
ible, by telling him, that his writings and orati- 
ons fmelt of the lamp, ** I know," replies De- 
mofthenes, '* that we who burn lamps in the 
'^ night, offend much a man of your occupati- 



« on/* 



Thieves are afraid of the light. 

250,' Demades^, in a difpute with him once, 
cried out, Demofthenes pretend to correS me ; 
the fow teaching Minerva. *' That Mmerva," 
fays Demofthents, i^ was but laft year taken in 
*« adultery." 

Reproaching Demades with adultery, and coo- 
fequently moft unUke Minerva, whom the poets 
Ihake a virgin, 

* *SU A 
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25 1. A certain maid fervant having fome mo- 
Ley (kpofited with her, by two ftrangers, was 
rharged not to deliver up the depofite, till both 
larties demanded it together: Sometime after, 
^n« of them came in a mourning habit, and pre- 
endtng the death of his comerade, obtained the 
keporite by that contrivance. Sooivafter comes 
he other and demands the money ; the poor gir], 
lot being able to make a fecond reftitution, wb^s 
'ued for a breach of truft, and in danger of the 
lalter, when Demofthenes appeared in her de- 
fence, and accofted the plaintiff thus, ** The 
^* woman to whom you committed this money, 
'* is ready to difcharge her truft, but unlefs you 
^* bring your companion along with you, being 
'* the condition on which you yourfelf allow, the 
^' depofite was to be delivered up, (he is not an- 
'* fwerable to reftore it." 

By this dilemma he faved the life of a haplefs 
ivretched woman, and fruflrated the conf^iracy 
^ a fet of rogues, who contrived this fcheme with 
no other view, than to have their money pay'd 
twice to them. 

252. Being ask'd what chief ingredient con- 
Rituted an eloquent man i he replied, * A^ion/ 
Then they ask'd, what was the moil material 
property of an orator ? he anfwered again, *' It 
'' was aflion." And being the third time inter- 
rogated, wherein the fcience principally confift- 
ed, he ftill made anfwer, ** Inadion.^ 

He laid fo much ftrefs upon the pronunciati- 
on, and manner of delivery, that he concluded 
the whole fcience of rhetoric to confift of the fe- 
veral modes of a£^ion. Adion is a word of a 
Urge import and extent, comprehending the pro^ 
per elocution and tdtiperature of the voice, the 

apt 
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apt obTcrvation of the periods, the fire and fpiii^ 
of the eyes, the habit of the countenance, aod in. 
fine, the various gefiiculations of the body. 

253* A( ^ ^'°^^ when the Athenians talk'ci 
mightily of fending fupplies to Haipalus, and aim* 
ing themfelves againft Alexander, Philoiouis^ 
Admiral of Alexandei's fleet, appeared 00 die 
Attic coaft i the people were at once ftruck dunb^ 
and aftoniihed to death for fear of him. De- 
mofthenes, obferving this fudden change, fays, 
*' If they dare not look at a poor lamp, boir 
*' could they bear the fun.'' 

Thus upbraiding the ra(h unpremeditated com- 
motions of the people. 

254. Hearing ferae perfons obferve, thatDe- 
mades was nov^ in no manner fuch a violent bad 
man as forme: ly, Dtmofthenes faith, *^ He is 
** quiet nuw, for the like reafon that lions are 
** tame ; becaufe he is full.'^ 

Demades was a man exceeding fond of money. 
Lions are more mild and gentle when they are 
onCe fatiated. 

?S5. Demoflhenes, being one time fcurrilouf* 
ly fet upon by a foul-mouth'd fellow, fays, " I 
^* am now engag'd in a battle, wherein the vie- 
^^ tor comes off vanquifh'd, and he that gets the 
** better comes away with (hzmc.** 

z^6» Hearing once a clamorous orator bawl 
out with exceflive noife, he fays, ^< Every great 
^* thing is not always good i but all good things 
•• are great." 

257. As Demoflhenes was, upon a<:ertain oc* 
cafion, haranguing at an afiembly of the people* 
tb«r uproar fo funk his voice, as not to be heard 
diflinA from the promifcuous noife. But being 
banter'd for his want of lungs, he made anfwer, 

«« That 
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^ That a ftrong voice was the beft criterion of a 

* ftarge-player: but that an orator was beft judg'd 

* of by his fentiments.'* 

The Greek founds with great pleafantry, 

^tifAfti. An adlor is the drudge of the people % 
but an orator their counfellor/' They have ptea- 
fure by the one, but they reap profit from the o- 
ther. To give good advice, 'tis not To necefla- 
ry that you be a man of vocality, as that you 
have the grft of perfuafion, and the judgment 
of diftinguifliing what meafures are belt and 
moft feafonable to be purfued. A ftrong 
voice is neccffary for an a£lor, ih order to 
drown the noife and (hoitts of the audience : but 
an orator fhould be fo accompli&'d, as that the 
people would come, with due reverence, to his 
abilities and intentions, calmly and compofedly 
to hear him ; and thofe qualifications would, in 
time, challenge and engrofs their utmoft attention 
and endeavours to advert to his reafonings, 

158. Epicles twitting him in the teeth, with 
^ Never having delivered an oration, but what 

* was a ftudied one,' he made anfwer, *< I had 
^^ reafon to blufh indeed, if, in advifing fuch a 
*^ multitude, I would venture to fpeak a random 
" and extempore difcourfe/* 

That which others efteem a noble capacity, to 
fpeak ofF-hand, without any premeditation, this 
prudent man judg'd temerity. 

259. Upon another occafion, when they made 
a ftrange noife and uproar in the aflembly, dur- 
ing the time Demoftbenes harangued, he calls 
out, * I have a good mind to tell you a (hort fto- 
• ry/ Silence being made, the noife of the mul- 
titude was foon hu(h'd i and thus he began : 

"A 
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** A young mail)" faith he, " in the fummer- 

*< feaion, hired an ais from Athens to Megara^ 

^^ It being about mid-day, and the (un beating 

'* down a vehement heat, each wanted to fcreed 

'^ himfelf in the (hade of the afs : but they obi 

** ftruded one another. One infified, that M 

^ other hir*d the afs, not the (hallow : the other 

^* argued, that, by virtue of his hipng the afs, 

*' both the afs and (hadow were his right and 

** property.'* Demofthenes, having proceeded 

(his far in his narrative, abruptly left the pulpit. 

However, the people refolving to retain him, in- 

fided on his finiihing the narration. He told 

them, ** You are very earned and curious to heat 

*^ a tale concerning th^ fhadow of an afs: but I 

*' no fooner talk to you of ierious matters, tbaa 

«< you rejed it, as not worthy your attention." 

260. After that Demofthenes had, for fear of 

Antipater, fled to the ifland Calabria, and taken 

fan£tuary in the temple of Neptune, one Arcbias, 

a great tragedian, cro&'d over to apprehend him, 

and endeavoured, by many proteftationstof fricfld- 

(hip, to perfuadc Demofthenes to accompany Itim 

to Antipater, telling him, ' TRrat;^ inftead of 

* meeting with any hard ufage, he would be bo- 

* oour'd with fpecial marks of diftin^iion and fa- 

* vour/ But Demofthenes, fitting fiili, looked 
ftedfaftiy upon him» faying, ^^ O Archia% I ne- 
*' ver was much pleased with your a&ion, and 
^^ now I am unVkely Xf> be perfuaded by your 
^ rhetorick/* But when Archias, turning an- 
gry, thr^aten'd to drag him out of the temple, 
he fays, ** Now thou haft difcoverM the Mace- 
** dooian oracle : but thy former difcourfe, as be- 
«< mmo « true aSor^. was aUfacce :'" then he faid, 

«< Forbear 
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"' Forbear a little, while I write a word or two 
" home to my family." 

Having thus fpoke, he withdrew ^further into 
the temple ; and takihg fome paper, as if he meant 
to write, put the quill in his mouth, biting iff as 
i^ he was thoughtful, or ftudied ; holding the quill 
in bis mouth for fome confiderable time, he 
bowed down his head, having firft wrapp'd it 
round with his, mantle. At length Archias, 
drawing near, defir'd him to rife up, promifmg 
oace more to make his peace with Antipater. 
But Demofthenes, perceiving now that the poi- 
fan had feiz'd his vitals, uncovered his head, and 
fixing. his eye^ upoij Archias, •' Now/* faith he, ' 
'* as foon as you pleafe, you mav z£t the part 
*' of Creon in the tragedy, and caft out this lx>d j 
'^ of mine unburied- But, O gracious Neptune^. 
'* I, for my part, while I am yet alive, arife up» 
^^ and depart out of this facred place: but Anti- 
'< pater, and the Macedonians, have not left fo 
" much as thy temple unpolluted !** 

After he had fpoke thus, and defir'd to be held 
up, becaufe he already began to tremble and 
ftagger, as he was going forward, and paffing by 
the altar, he fell downy and, with a groan, gave 
«ip the ghoft. 
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WE (hall meet among the following Apo- 
phthegms, with fome worthy of neidief 
(Scythian or Cyclop) favagc or monfter : But this 
we may eafily account for, when we recoiled 
that, excepting a few, they were qionfters not men 
who then held the helm of affairs, occafioned ei- 
ther by the rafh unpremeditated choice of the ar- 
my; or that their exorbitant power, not rc- 
ftrained by the didlates, or feafoned by the pre- 
cepts of philofophy, intoxicated men, that o- 
therwife were never under the condud or diredi^ 
on of reafon, to fuch degrees of brutal fury and 
extravagant cruelties. However we ihall find 
fome things both faid and done, by thefe prodi- 
gies of human nature, that may merit our atten- 
tion, fiefides, this reafon pleads for the advan- 
tage of exhibiting them, that the turpitude of fuch 
wretches, being as it were expofed upon a the- 
atre, may the more efFedually deter others from 
the pradiice of vice, and excite fuch as are not 

totally 
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totally abandoned to the ftudy and purfuit of vir- 
tud Farther, let us fuppofe this part of the en* 
tertairtment the dcffert of a feaft, where a great 
variety is ferved up, fome of ^hich are defigned 
for ufe and fervice, fome for a relifh only, and 
others for mere (how. *Tis better that we come 
•way from a feaft agreeably entertained, than o- 
ver-loaded or furfeited. There may be feveral 
filly and ridiculous incidents that we fliall have 
occafion, in fome other fubfequent part of this 
Work, to reprefent, in relating the apophthegms of 
ftage players, buffoons, parafitesand courtefans: 
but chearfulnefs and good humour fuits a feaft ^ 
and more efpecially the fecond courfe or fervice. 
Befides, feveral things may be faid, by perfons the. 
inoft profligate, which ho man in his fenfes 
would make light of. Perhaps there may be fome 
who may find fault with our want of order, but 
the freedom of the fecond fervice will plead an 
excufe for that, or any thing elfc of the nature, 
that other wife would uand reprehenfible, as long. 
*s we avoid pbfcenities. 



TIBERIUS C/ESAR. 

25 A C^^^ii^ <^^^ ^^^ ^^^ boldnefs to tell 
* xV. Tiberius Caefar, appearing tardy and 
backward to undertake the government offered, 
*^ay even importuned upon him by ifae Senate, 
^^ other people are flow, in making good what 
** they promife : But you are flow in promifing 
what you make good." Thereby taxing him 



(c 
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with, diflimulation, in refufmg an offer he fo 
«iuch defired. 
Vol, I. O 263. Tiberius 
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262. Tiberius enjoined one. Ailing him. My 
Lord, ^^ that he (hould not ever after attempt 
** to adrefshim by a motive to contumely. ** 

What an inftance of modefty in fuch a mighty 
. prince! now they can bear to hear nothing elfe, 
befides their Sacred Majefties, their Graces^ their 
HighnefTes, or Holinefs. 

263. As (bme man told him, that heJi'ad broke 
in upon his facred occupations, he ordered hioi 
to call them, ** Jaborious, not facred/* 

264. Tiberius being frequently lampoon'd and 
afperfed, by calumnious jokes, invedives and re- 
ports of various kinds, was advifed by his friends, 
to punifli fuch abufes. Whereupon he made an- 
fwer, *' In a free ftate, the people fliould be al- 
** lowed a freedom of fpeech, as well as of fen- 
•* timents." 

265. Tiberius, finding the Senate bufy in 
their enquiries concerning the authors of fuch a- 
bufe, told them, '' We have not, methinks, fo 
*^ much fpare time upon our hands, as that we 
** ought to involve ourfelves in more bufinefs : 
^ open but this window^and you will he permit- 
«« ed to do nothing elfe.** 

266. Diogenes the grammarian, being wont 
to hold publick difputations at Rhodes every Sab- 
bath-day, Tiberius applied to him, upon another 
day of the week, folliciting the favour of an ex- 
»traordinary hearing. Diogenes not only deny'd 
the Emperor admiffion, but gave him to under- 
rftand,by hts boy, that if he wanted to hearhim, 
he mult wait the feventh day of the week. The 
grammarian, fome time after, coming to Rome* 
waited at Caefar 's gate, having fent in his name, 
to'beg the favour of being adniitted to kifs the Em- 
peror's hand. Tiberius fent him word *« To re- 

" tur 
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** turn upon the fevcnth year thereafter, if he 
*« wanted to falute him.** 

InflkSHng no other punifhment upon the gram- 
marian for his haughtinefs. 

267. His lieutenants having reprefented, by 
letters, to Tiberius, that the provinces,could bear 
an additional tribute, he wrote back, ** That 
^* a good ihepherd would (hear, not ilea Hs 
« fliecp." 

26S. Tiberius, hearing that one OH:viIiu6, a 
criminal, had made away wit^him(Hf, to pre- 
' vent his being condemned, cried out, *^ Carvi* 
** lius has delerted from me." 

Judging death fuch a fmall punifhment. 

269. As he went about furveying the feveral 
goals in the city, a certain man, under fentence, 
earne&ly begged of him, to haften his execution, 
'* I*m not reconciled to^|^0|^ yet," anfwered he. 

Efteeming it an office of liumanity to execute 
a convid. 

270. Tiberius Caefar is reported to have faj4» 
*' that he thought a man, turned of fixty, reach- 
'^ ing out his hand to a pbyiician, a very ridicu- 
*« lous fight.*' 

Meaning, that a man at that age ought to be 
acquainted with the means proper for his health. 
People confult phyficians, by reaching oat their 
hands to (have their pulfe felt. 
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/^Aligula was wont to (ay, *' That -there 
*^ ^ ^^ ** was nothing peculiar to his awn na- 
^^ ture he approved of more, tbanhb impudence 
** and immodofty-*' 

O z Modcfty 



t^2 The ApWHTHEGMS Book IV 

Modefty, as it ties over many- to the perjbrni< 
ance of worthy anions, fo,in like manaer, it often 
reclaims men, otherwife of flagitious and Hi 
centious inclinations, from loofe and wicked prac* 
ticesr. A faying more worthy a Jack-catch thap 
an Emperor ! 

272. He told his grandmother Antonia, who, 
becaufe of her authority over him, advifed Cali- 
gula to alter his manners, *^ Remember/* fays 
he, ** that my prerogative entitles me to treat 
*' every body jm^ as. 1 lift." 

The world prbduced fuch Qionfters^ under thd 
defignation of princes, as I fliould never mention 
here, but with a view that the direful effeds ol 
their favage cruelties might affedi others with 
horror and detcftation of thom. 

273. He wo^ frcqueaitly *fay of the people, 
•• Let them hate, o^lividing they dread me." 

But who ftall bonder ai^ this^ whf n he waj 
wont to cry, out, " That he wifhed the Roman 
*' people had but one neck ! " 

274. Having indulged fuch prodigious luxury, 
that be frequently bathed in baths of cold and 
warm ointments, that he would fwallow the mod 
precious pearls diflblved in vinegar and quickfil^ 
ver, that he feafled his guefts with variety oi 
dainties and delicacies out of gold, that, for fe-r 
veral days together, he continued fcattering pro- 
digious fums of moneyto the populace, from the 
top of the palace, and finally that he built fmall 
frigates ftudded v^ith jewels, and furniibed with 
changing-coloured fails, he would fay, ** That 
'* one muft neceflarily be cither a frugal man or 
« a Caefar." 

CLAUDIUS 
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CLAUDIUS C-SSAR. 

OOmc poor Greek once, pleading a 
^^' ^ cauie before Qaudius^ in a warmth of 
Itercatton, told him, t^ <rv yi^m U 1^ i^^» i ^* 
^ Thou art am old fool." 

Thus far was the fupreme power, on account 
>f the palpable folly wherewith it was managed, 
cDdered defpicable every where : when not a.fe- 
sator, but a poor Greek ftranger woud dare to 
^peak thus to the Emperor's face, and pafs un- 
puni(bed* 

176. When Claudius was cenfor, he founds 
in examining the knighthood » that a young maa 
of that order, bad been fome time before detected 
in praAices the moft bafc and ibameful, yet whofe 
father he was fatisfied was a gentleman of the 
firideft honour and integrity i whereupon Clau« 
diut dtfmifs'd the young fellow, without pafling 
the leaft ccnfut e or difgrace upon him : but ob- 
ferving that his friends wondered how he fliould 
pafs the youth without degrading or infli^ing any 
manner of punifhment, common in fuch cafes^ 
Upon him, he faitb^ ^ Let him alone, for be 
'* has got a cenfor of bis own.'' 

'Transferring his authority upon the young 
fpark*s father. 

277. Underftanding, while he was upon the 
iamc office, that there was another young knight 
become infamous,by his wenching and adulteries, 
he only gave him this gentle reproof, *^ You 

** ought/^ faith he, *' to be more fparing in 

^^ indulging your fhort lived age : or you fbould, 

^^ atleaft, aa with greater caution; for I myfelf 

^ know your miftrefles." 

O 3 Claudius^ 
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278. Claudius, being prevailed upon, by the 
importunities of his friends, to take off a mark 
of ignominy, with which fome perfon was de- 
fer vcdly ftaincd, fays, ^' Litura tamen extat" 
/'. /. *^ But flill the pargetting and fmeariogie- 



*' main." 



Intimating, that the firft dafh or blot of infa- 
my, that is infep trably confequent upon a crime, 
M/iUj notwithfianding the crime itfell may be par- 
doned, ftill appear vifible. Alluding to writingy 
which may be blotted out, or crazed with an 
iron pen: yet the traces of the flile fo erazeif will 
flill remain in the table. 

279. There was a confpiracy of Scribonianos, 
again ft the Emperor Claudius, examined in tke 
Senate, where Claudius fat in his chair, and on» 
^ his freed fervants ftood behind him« In the 
examination, that freed fervant, having much 
power with Claudius, had very faucily word a- 
bout with the Emperor all the time. Amongft 0- 
ther things, he afked, in fcom of one of the 
examinates, beihg likewife a fervant of Scriboni- 
anus, I pray. Sir, if Scribonianus had been Em- 
per(MV and my cafe yours, what would you bive 
done? " I would," anfwered the other, "have 

9% 

^^ ftood behind his chair, and held my tongue. 

280. His wife Mef&lina, a princefs ofuQ* 
bounded Iewdhefs,was fo hardened in vice, that, 
during the abfence of Claudius in Britain, fbe had 
the afturance to engage in a fecond marriage) 
with a certain Roman called C. Silius, who was 
reputed the fineft youth Rome could at that time 
produce. Claudius, finding himfelf thus pub 
lickly injured, commanded her to be nuideaway 
with, and fitting at table the day after her death 
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aiked his attendants, ** Why MefTalina did not 
**- come to dinner J " 



SEXTUS NERO. 

o CExtus Nero> in the beginning of his reign, 

' "^ difcovered fo much humanity, on all cc- 

caftons, that goings one day, to fign a dead 

IV arrant, he cried out, *^ Would to God I had 

^* never learned to write." 

An exclamation which, 4f fmcere, feem'd to 
promife fairly an averfion to (hed human blood : 
but this pretence to clemency foon betray'd itfclf 
in degenerating to the moft (hocking cruelties. 

282. There was a youth named Sporus,whom 
Nero, endeavouring to turn Into a woman, cmaf- 
culated. He fettled a dowry upon him, got him 
a bride's veil, had the nuptials celebrated, and in 
ihort called him his wife. Whereiipon a jocofe 
fellow faid, • It were well for mankind that Domi- 
* tius, Nero's father, had but fuch anther wife.' 

Judging that he was born for the ruin of man- 
kind. He had not been born if his father had on* 
ly fuch another as Sporus for a wife. 

2 S3. He never appointed an officer but he 
would enjoin thus, ** Now you know how to 
^* ferve me, let us endeavour that no body elfe 
" have ought left them." 

A charge more becoming a robber than a 
prince. 

284. Nero, giving himfelf an unbounded loofe 
in all manner of wickednefs, was fo elated by an 
uninterrupted courfe of mifchief, that he would 
fay, *' That never a prince before him knew the 
" full extent of his own privileges," 

'04 However- 



296 The ApopflTHEGMS BooklV 

However^ be £elt at kngth that the people knew 
their privileges, and durft aiTuxne and exert them 
againft a bad prince. 

285. When he fct the city of Rome on fire, 
he ftood to view the flames from the top of his 
palace» crying out, ** That he was tranfportcd 
'* at the fpeftacle." Mean while he kept fiflging 
t J his harp Halofis, or the deftrudion of Tro/, a 
poem compofed by himfelf. 

286. Nero having heard, that the aftrologers 
foretold how he (hould be depofed, confoled him-* 
fetf by iinging this Greek lambick. 



«c 



To Tt^iMt vaatt yi r^^fn. 



'< No land there is that be can tread, 
*^ But there the artift findeth bread." 

Thinking bim&lf fucht proficient in fin^gi 
that, even in cafe of expulTion, he ihould be re- 
garded in any country whatever, on that account. 
Imagining that he was once purfued,aiiddi^airijig 
of life, in cafe of bis being taken j became to a 
refolution of making away with himfelf, where- 
upon he would frequently cry out, ** What an 
** artift muft perifli in me!" 

287. Nero, being carried incog, to the thea- 
tre, envied a certain aflor that took hugely with 
the people, to fuch a degree, that he fent him a 
mefiage, telling Kim, *' That he abufed the oc- 
'* cupations of Casfar." 

288. There was a leather-wallet tied up to 
one of Nero's ftatues, with this infcription on it, 
*^ What more could I do? but thou deferveft 
*' tlie leather-bag." 

The 
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The ancients would few up parricides in leather 
bags. Nero killed his mother, and the bag, by 
declaring that it did all in its power, excufed it* 
felf. Implying that it was readjr, in cafe there 
was any body to few up the parricide in it. Affert- 
ing that, whether he would be fewcd up or not» 
he deferved the fack. This niay be applied to 
the perfon of therepublick. 

289. It is reported that, rehearfing the trage- 
dy of CEdipus, being the lad Nero a^ed, bs 
dropped down reciting this verfe* 

CEdipus unwttingly flew his father^ and marri^ 
«d his mother. Nero premeditately kill'd his fa* 
^er Claudius, debauched his own mother, and< 
afterwards killed her, and treated his-wife 0£la-^ 
via in the moft (hocking manner. ' 

290. Nero, reduced to the utmoft defpair,, 
thought' fit to make his efcape by night, and went 
about, from houfe to houfe, afking for a nlght^s 
lodgings,but meeting every door fihutagaioQ him, 
be returned back to his chamber^ and ftnding the 
tuards had abandoned tt, after taking away the 
^d-doaths, aixl 'the poifon box he kept on pur* 
pefe to difpatch him, when drove to the greatefl 
extremity,, he called out for one Mermtllo, or a-* 
&y body elfe to make away with him : .But find* 
wg none to execute his will, he cried, *^ Nee* 
*^ amicum habeo, nee inimicumf L e. F^ave I 
^^ neither friend or foe?*^ 

It was decreed, that this monAer (hould faU a^ 
bcrificeto the odium of the workL 



* 
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291. When one Phaon,. a freed flave, advired 
him, as he fled, to hide himfelf under a fandy 
bank, he mjide anfweiy ^* That be would not 
*' go alive iindtr ground. ** 

291. As he diank fome water out of the hol- 
low of his hand, from a fmall jHiddlenearacoun* 
try village, he fays, *< Behold the decodions of 
" Nero.'* 

He had recourfe to fodden water, put into a 
cup, wUh fnowj to which be was beholden for 
digeftion. 

293* Perceiving the tread of that party of 
horfe fent in purfuit of him by the Senate, with 
orders to carry him back either deadvorahvC) he 
repeated aloud this verfe of Homer, 



« 



Urmtn fdl uxtne^m i^l Mm^^ircu^eOO^^ 



*^ Methinks the noife of trampling fteeds I 

hear, 
" Thick'ning this^ w^y- and.gath'ring on my 

ear/* Pope* 

and then ftabbM himfelf in' the throat. 

294. The Centurion^ entering the room, zni 
finding him juft expiring, applied fome cloth to 
the wound, pretending he came to his aid. He 
made no other reply tban^ •' Late ■ ' this 

*' is loyalty." 

This ambiguous (peech may be confiived two 
ways i he may be underftood to come late^ who 
comes to the aid of a man juft a-dying, and he 
was late, who came with an icitent to dfag him 
away alive. On the other hamd, this is loyalty, 
may be an expoAulation concerning the fidelity 
•f his friends : But Nerahad refolved -not to truft 

bim, 
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am, as an argument of which he gave himfelf a 
nortal wound in the throat. 

295. When the Chaldean aftrologcrs told A- 
^rippina, Nero's mother, that her fon would in- 
ieed come to the government, but then that he 
vould kill his mother, (he fays, *^ E'en kt him, , 
* fo he but reigns," 

Such a violent third for ruling polTeiTed this 
i¥oman! and fhe obtained herdefire. 

296. When Nero ordered her to be put to 
lieatb, as foon as the Centurion drew his fword to ' 
kill her, fee expofed her belly, crying out, 
'' Thurft here, for the fteel muft pierce tSe part 
" that engender'd the monfter! ** 

297 . N ero fell under great odium, on account 
that he was fuppofed to kill Burrus, a Roman 
prince, in applying poifon to his jaws^ by way 
of remedy ; when he came to Burrus, who, hav- 
ing before that time difcovered his villanies, hated 
him, under pretence of vifitingand enqoiring af- 
ter his health, Burrus made no other reply, than> , 
"I'm very well" 

A furprifing fenity in a dying man; 

298. Some are of opinion that, without the 
Icnowledge of Seneca, it waS' determined after af- 
(afliiialing Nero, to difpatch Pifo, and confefr tbe^ 
imperial dignity upon Seneca^ on whidi occafion 
that faying of Flavius becanfe 4b remarkable, 
'' That it were no difgrace if the Jiarper was 
" made away with, and the tragedi^i was to fol* 
" low him." 

Nero played at the harp, while Pifoyin an ac- 
tor's drefs, fung to it. He judged both alike un* 
worthy of the government. 

299. When the confpirators were examined* , 
Subrius Flavius the tribune, being alked by titto^ 

O 6 whu 
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what motives xould induce him to break his oath 
{•f allegiance ? faid, ^^ Becaufe I bated you, yet 
*^ there was not a more faithful or loysd foldier 
^' in your army than I was, fe long as you de* 
^^ ferved regard: but I confefs, that after you 
•* turned parricide of your mothcir and wife, 
** when you became coachman and incendiary, 
*^ you ti^rned odious to me*" 



O T H O. 

/^Tho Sdlvius, the Emperor^ receiving a 
3 • ^^ violent fallf upon the fudden rife of a 
^erce tempeft, as he was auguring, was heard 
^0 nuit^r thefe words, ^* TJ fMi t^^*^ a»'xor<r 
i, e, ^^ Whjkt buftnefs have I to do«vith thefe 
•^ long reeds ? 

Meaning that it was all in v^n he endeavour- 
zed to appeafe the ghoft of Galba, by facrifices 
jHid expiations. 

301. Otho's death being determined 009 
•be called for Cocceius, his' brother's Cbny 
and exhorle<j[ him in thefe his laft .¥rordS) 
*^ My C^n^ thaC you had a Capfar lor your uncle 
>* Iwouli not have you altogether forget : ^^Nor 
*' would I defireyou to be very mindful of it." 

Adviiing him not to be fo forgetful of it, as to 
n6gle<^ bis relations : Nor bear it before him ibas 
to think oi area^tng bis uncle^s deatfa.^ 



FLAVIUJ 
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FLAVIUS VESPASIAN. 

"PLavius Vefpafian, with Titus his eldeft 
3 ■ *• fon, was abroad at the wars, when the 
empire was throwik> upon him : but Domitian, 
his younger fon, happening to be at Rome, in 
the mean time, took che government upon him; 
and, being a man of a turbulent fpirit, made feve- 
ral alterations, difplacing many officers and go- 
vernors of provinces. Whereupon Vefpafian, 
when he came l¥)me, faid to Domitian, '^ Son, 
*^ I looked when you would have fent me a fuc* 
« ceffor." 

303. Complaining to a certain friend of Lict^ 
flius Mutianus, an execrable debauchee of the 
mod notorious impudence, he fubjoined this 
fmallclaufe, *'Egotamenvirfum." 1./. **Yet 
•* I am a man." 

Infinuating that the de&mer was no man, and 
in imitation of Virgil, 

** ParCMis ifta viri&tamenobjicienda memento/ 

*^ Good words, young Catamite, at leaft to 
men/' Dryden* 

• 

303, Being wont to promote the mod greedy 
and rapacious fet of men, in order to condema 
them when they made rich, it became a commoa 
feying, '* That he ufed his officers for fpunges, 
*' becaufe he moiftened thofe that were dry, and 
** dried fuch as were moift." 

305- A countryman, being baulked once cm 
petitioning Csfar for fome gratuity, made no he- 

fttation 
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fication to bawl out, ^^ That the fox inight change 
•* bis pile, but not his praflicc." 

Cenfuring the ravenous extortion of the Em- 
peror, who would grant for a premium that 
which he denyed to beftow gratis. 

306. A certain woman giving out that fhe 
was dying for love of Vefpaiian, he ordered her 
to be fent for, and inftead of cohabiting with the 
woman, made her a prefent of forty thoufand 
Seftertii. When his fteward defired to know, 
how he would article that fum in his books of 
account, he fays, mark it, ^^ Vefpafiano adama- 
** to. I. s. To being love-ftck of Vefpafian." 

307 A favourite minifier of Vefpafian was once 
fuitor to him, for fome poft or other, in behalf of 
one, as he g^ve out was his brother. Caefar, 
finelling a rat, fent to fpeak with the candidate 
alone, afked him the fame money which he 
agreed to pay his follickor, and, on receiving it, 
ordained him. The courtier, ftill ignorant of 
what happened, foUiciting the Emperor again for 
his brother, ' * Find you fome other brother for 
•* yourfelf," faith Vefpafian, " fince he whom 
*< yott took for your brother, happens to be 
« mine."^ 

308. Csefar having laid a duty upon urine, his 
fon endeavoured to reprefent it as a. fordid and 
fhameful exadion. But Vefpafian, taking no far- 
ther notice of it at that time, when the nrft pay- 
ment of this tax was made, fent for a piece c^ 
filver out of the tribute money, and holding it to 
his fon's nofe, bid him fniell it, and then alked 
him, " Whether or not he found aay offence?'* 
« None at all, faid the fon,* " and yet," faith 
Vefpafian, *• this comes out of urine.** 

309. A certain ftate fent ambaffadors to Vet 

pafian> 
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pafian, informing him that they bad voted a ve- 
ry confiderable Aim of money, to ered a ftatue 
for him, whereupon he defired them to fet it uj> 
iaftantlyy>**"for," fays he,holding the palm of hi» 
hand to them, ** There is the b^e ready for it." 

Defiring that the money, which they decreed 
to beftow upon his memory, when dead, might be 
put in bis hand whiie alive. 

3 1 o. Finding his diftemper increafe,. he faid^ 
^ Puto deus fio.*' /. /. " Methinks now I be- 
*' cooie a god." 

Signifying that he was dying, for upon the de** 
mife of the Caefars, they were wont, by publick 
ceremonieSf to be enrolled in the number of the 
, gods. 

311. Notwithftanding he was in the moft vi* 
olent and racking torments, with a pain in his 
bowek, he difpatched ail the bufinefs of the ftate, 
fo that, lying on his bed, he heard the feverai 
embaflies of every nation, and would fay to his 
friends, when they adyifed him to be more fpar- 
ingofhimfelf, '^ An Emperor ought to dye up^ 
** on his feet." 

312. Vefpafian, pailing from Judea to Rome> 
to take the empire upon him, went by Alexan- 
dria, where. hearing the two famous philofophers 
Apolonius, and Euphrates, difcourfing touching 
matters of ftate, anid finding their difcourfes but 
fpecu'ative, and not to be put in pradice, hid^ 
in a fecret deriflonof them, when they broke. oiF^ 
^^ P that I might govern wife nien» and wife 
** men govern me ! '* 



TITUS 
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TITUS the fon of VESPASIAN. 

'T'lTUS, being told one day, * by fome of 
3 * * his counfellors, that he was more la- 
vi(h of his promife^ than was in his power to per- 
form, anfwered) '* That it was not policy to let 
•' any one leave Caefar's prefence diffatisfied." 

3 1 4. Remembering once, at fupper, that, du- 
ring the day paft, he had conferred no fingle fa- 
vour on any of his fubje£ls, he bemoaned himfeif 
and told his friends, with no fmall regret, ^^ I 
•' have abfolutely loft a day." 

315. As he was carried in a chair^ ibeing (etzed 
with a malignant fever, from the place in which 
he was taken ill, he removed the curtains, and 
taking a furvey of the heavens, comjdainedj 
** That he merited to live longer, not remem- 
•^ bring to have ever committed any thing which 
*' required his repentance, but only one: '* 
Whatever that thing was he never difcoveredi. 
nor coulJ an) juftly gueis. 

A Caefar deferving the longeft life 1 

D O M I T I A N. 

, TNOmitian managed the bow and arrow 
^ • *-' with fo much dexterity, that he ufed 
often to amufe himfeif with (liooting flies, for fc- 
vcral hours together, though bodies of ib ifBall a 
fubftance* He was fo fond of this«exercife, that 
his gentleman in waiting afk'ng, one day, who 
was in the Emperor's apartment? Vibius Crifpus- 
n^rrily anfwefed, *' Not fo much as a fly.'* 

317. Othojobferving one Metius e}a:eedingly 

vaia 
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vain and conceited of his beauty, ufed to fay» 
*' I wi(b I was fo handfome as Metius thinks 
« himfelf." 



NERVA. COCCEIUS. 

g 'TPHere being much licence and confuCon 
^ in Rome, during the reign of Nerva 
Cocceius, on account of his eafy nature, Fronto 
the Conful, faid, one . day, in a full Senate, 
" That it were better to live where nothing was 
" allowable, than where every thing was fo." 

It is inhumanity in a prince not to indulge his 
friends and acquaintances in any thing : but it is 
pernicious to be indulged with a freedom of doing 
any thing. 



TRAJAN. 

^j A ^^'"^^'^ perfon telling Trajan, that he 
3 9* xX fuffered his minifters to confer with him 
too familiarly, he made anfwer, ^^ I love to do 
^^ as I wifhed to have been done by, when in a 
** private capacity/' 

320. Trajan would fay of the vain jealoufies 
of princes, who feek to make away with thofe 
that afpire to their fucceffion, f^ That there was 
*< never a king who put his fucceflbr to death." 

32 1« Trajan, having made choice of a man of 
great probity for general of his armies, prefented 
him with a rich (word, faying ^^ I charge thee 
** to employ this in my fervice, while I am £m« 
*' peror, that is, while I do the duties of one, 
^^ and when I fail in them, turn the point upon 
« myfelf/' 

ADRIAN. 
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ADRIAN. 

A Drian,wh9e he lay on his death-bed fiift 
^ ' **• fpoke this memorable faying, '* Tur- 
** ba medlcorum Csefarem pcrdidit." /. e. " A 
** croud of phyficians have been the death of 
« Cafar." 

We ftill find that a croud of thefe gentlemen 
Jkill more than they cure. 

323. In the Senate he would oftentimes fay, 
** That he flxould manage the public intertft fo, 
^^ as to make it appear, that he had no defign ta 
•• render it fubfervient to his own private inter- 
•* eft." 

324. Adrian, after he came to the Empire, 
ir.'eting a man who, in the time of hit private 
fortune, had offended hifA, and againft whom be 
fwore revenge, faid, *' Now thou art fecurc." 

Princes ought to regard it as a fufficient re- 
venge for offencescommitted againft them, while 
private men, that they are now in capacity to re- 
venge tbemfelvesi 

325. In conver&iion he was furprlzingly 
courteous and affable, even to the meaner fort of 
people, and would fay, ** That hcdeteftedfuch 
** princes as envied themfelves this great pleafurc 
** ofhumanity, under pretence of maintaining 
•* the majefty of the prince." 

326. Dionyfius the Milefian, a celebrated lo- 
gician, ufed to fay upon Hello Jor us, for whom 
Caefar had a great value, ** Tho* Caefar cap 
** make a man confiderable in wealth and ho- 
'' nours, he can't make him an orator. " 
.Caefar , rather out of regard than true judg- 
ment, made Heliodorus his fecretary, 

Adrian 
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~ 327. Adrian, hearing that Severianus and Fu- 
feus his grandchild feem'd very much piqued, 
that he named Commodus Lucius his fiiccefior in 
the Empire, ordered them both to be put to death, 
the former of which being upwards of ninety 
years old, and the latter about eighteen. The 
old man, juft before his execution, afked for fire, 
and,burning incenfe,invoked the gods towicnefs,^^ 
that he died innocent, " yet, O ye Gods," con- 
tinued he, ^' I imprecate no other vengeance oif 
*^ Adrian, in revenge for my death, than that 
" he mayn't dye when he would wifli for death.'*^ 
That aSually happened, in fo much that the 
very Barbarian he hired on purpofe to dtfpatch 
hitti, (for he fulFered more anguifli in his illne^sr 
than he was able to endure) fled and left him. 

328. Adrian being petitioned, by an old grey* 
headed man, for a certairn favour, which he re- 
fufed to grant, the hoary gravity returned fome 
days after, to importune the emperor a fecond 
time, with bis hair and beard dyed black : But 
Adrian, perceiving his artifice, faid, << a few days 
•* ago I denied it to your father." 

3 29. Obferving once a ftrvant of his, walking 
between two fenators, he ordered him to be well 
cudgeled, faying, '< Have you the impudence, 
^^ firrah, to walk between men whofe iervant 
'* you may likely chance to be fome time aftesL 
« this?" 

Mindful of the feni^torial dignity in chaftizing 
an infolence which was, without queflion,afluni* 
ed on account of his being Caefar's fervant. 

330, Having appointed Commodus ^lius V&- 
rus bis fucceflor in the Empire, he created him 
a fecond time Conful, but afterwards perceiving 
that he bad neither talei^ts of body, or mind equal 

to 
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toTudia durge, heufedtoiay, <^ We have re- 
*' clined on a decaying wall, and we have loft 
*^ befides four thouiand feftertU for adoption/' 

He perceived, though too late, that Commo- 
dus was unfit for the government. 

331. A certain man's wife having upbraided 
her hu(band, in a letter, that he was without 
doubt detained from her fo long, by pleafures 
and recreations, Caefar came to the knowledge 
of this, by the purveyors of corn. When the 
hufband came for his next provifions, Cxfar, in 
a jocofe manner, reproached him with his plea- 
fures and recreations. ** What? ** fays the man, 
^' has my wife wrote to your majefly in the (ame 
•* manner flie wrote me i *' 

Animadverting on his curiofity unbecoming a 
prince. 

332. The Emperor one dayafked EpiAetus^ 
why the goddefs Venus was reprefented by pain- 
ters and ^ulptors perfedly naked i ^* Becauie," 
(aid the philofopher, ^' ihe flrips all fucb, of e- 
*' every thing they have, as are too fond other 
•< Illegal careffcs." 

333. There was a philofopher that difput^ 
with Adrian, and maintained his argument but 
very weakly.' One of his friends, that flood by, 
after\^rds fatd to him, methinks you were not 
like yourfelf laft day in your argument againft 
the Emperor. '* Would you have me," faid 
the philofopher, «' contend with him that com* 
** mands thirty legions?'* 

3 34. An old woman,once as the Emperor paf- 
fed along, called out to him, Caefar hear me. 
Upon his making anfwer, that he was not at 
leifure. '* Then don't think to govern,'* re* 
plied (he. The Emperor upon that ftood fiill, 
and heard her complaints. it 
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TT Is zs^ported that Adrian» when at the 
X ?^f^ of death, playing himfelf, addreifed 
his >i<tMl in theib lines. 

^^ Anioiula, vagula, blaAiul% 

<' Hofpc3 camdqwe. corporbp 

*^ Quae nunc abibis in loca? * 

^^ Paliidula* rigid^^ nudula^ 

«< Nee, utfolcs, dabisjoca/* 

IM IT A T so; 

*« Poor little, pretty, fluttering thing, 

*' Muft we no longer live togedier ? 

'^ An4 doik thou prune thy uembling wing, 

. ^^ Tq take thy flight thou know'ft not wh>cherj 

■~ ■ 

1. 

**. Thyliumorous vein, thy pleating folly, 
'^ Lies ajl negieded, all forgot; 
^^ And penfive, wav'ring, melancholy, 
^^ Thou dread'ft and hop'ft, thou kpow'ft not 
what," Prior. 

By Monfieur Fontenelle. 

^^ Ma petite ame, ma mignonne, 
^^ Tu t'en vas done, ma fillc, & Dieu fcache 

ou tu vas ; 
<^ Tu p^rs reuletce,.nue ic tremblotante,:helas! 
«< Que deviendra ton humeur folichonne ? 
^* Q^e d^viendront tant de jolis ebats ? 

Mr. Pope, in a letter to Mr. Steel, imagining 
that tbi« was no piece of gaiety in the Emperor 

Adrian^ 
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Adrian, as is generally agreed, but rather a feri- 
ous foliloquy to his foul at the point of its depart- 
ure, fays, ' that it is the moft natural and obvi- 
^ ous reflection imaginable to a dying man doubt- 

* ing, as he was a heathen, concerning the h- 

* ture flate of his foul,' and afierts, ^ that here- 

* in is a plain confeffion included of his belief ia 

* its immortality.' 

This ingenious gentleman has obliged the 
world with the following interpretation and tnmf" 
lation of thefe famous verfes. 

** Alas, myfoul! thou pleafing companion of 
*^ this body, thou fleeting thing, that art now 
*^ defertingit! whither art thou flying? to what 
^* unknown fcene? all trembling, fearful and 
^' penfive ! what is now become of thy former 
<< wit and humour? thou Ihalr jeft and be gay no 
" more." 

Tranflated by Mr. Pope. 

** Ah fleeting fpirit! wand 'ring fire, 
*' That long has warm'd my tender breaft» 

^ Muft thou no more this frame^fpire ? 
^' No more a pleafing, chearful gueft? 

*^ Whither, ah whither art thou flying ! 
*' To what dark, undifcover'd ibore ? 
Thou feem'ft all trembling, (hiv'ring, dying* 
^' And wit and humour are no more ! 



<c 



336. 'Tis reported, that from his knowledge 
in the mathematics, he could forefee future e- 
vents, and that, by the Sortes Vtrglianae, he 
foretold that he jQ>ould toon die. The verfe was 
this. 

«< Oflcodcfit 



BooklV. oftheC^SARS. |ii 

^< Ofiendent terris hunc Untum faU^ oeque 

ultra 
« Eflifincnt*— — — — . 



cc 



This youth (the bliisful vifion of a day) 
Shall juft be Ihown on -earthy and fnatch'4 
away/' Dryd^ 



ANTONINUS PIUS. 

TV/f Antoninus told one who endeavou- 
3 37* ivi • fgjj (Q prevail on his fon, not to weep 
as he did for the lofs of his tutor, '^ Pray,*' faid 
he, ^^ fuffer my Ton to be a man, before he 
*' be an Emperor/' 

.338. Antoninus,{b foon as he came to the em- 
pire, confumed all his patrimony in donations, 
for which being reprimanded by. his wife Anna 
Fauftina, he mads anfwer, *' Be it known to 
*^ thee, that my advancement to the empire, en* 
*^ joins me to the lofs of what I poflefTed being a 
*« fubjea/' 

339. Antoninus, as he vifited at the houfe of 
Omulus, much admiring the ftately columns of 
red marble, that adorned the building, aflc*d him 
where be had that fine porphyry ? Omulus replies, 
*^ Your majefty, when you come to another 
*' man's houfe, (bouldbe both deaf and dumb/' 

Intimating that he ought not to be too curious 
a fpe£lator in another man's houfe. The Em- 
peror was no way offended at the freedom of this 
jeft. 

340. Fauflina, the wife of M. Antoninus, 
being a loofeand licentious woman, laboured un- 
der a very bad reputations wherefore her friends 

advifed 
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adyifed the Emperor, if he did not chufe to make 
away with her, to turn her ofF. *^ If -we turn 
*^ off the wife," refdies Antoninus, ** we muft 
*• reftorc her fortune." 

Meaning the Roman Enfkpire, under the title 
of fortune, which, as an adopted fon, he receiv- 
ed froofi Adrian his father in law. 

341. Before he refolved on any affair In relati- 
on to the government, he communicated his in- 
tentions to the Senate, faying, ^^ It is more rea- 
** fonable that I fliould adhere to the counfel of 
^ fo many wife friends, than that they fhouid be 
** direded by my arbitrary will alone." 

342. He permitted, but would not order Caf- 
fius, the fenator, to be put to death, and after- 
wards lamented his fate, faying, ^* I wifh to God, 
** that I could rule without feeing any fenatorial 
" blood fpik.'* 

A furprifmg demency towards a man who 
afpired at the government. 

343* Admittifig his friends to fee him, two 
days before he died, he difclofed his mind to 
them in relation to his fon, in the fame manner 
as Philip did in regard to Alexander, faying, 
** That he died fatisfied, as he left a fon/* 

344. He (aid to his friends, foon after, ^' Why 
** do you bewail me, and not rather lament the 
*• univerfal death and decay of goodnefs." ' 

It is philofophy taught this great monarch, to 
make light of death, as well as to laugh at hu- 
man affairs. When they made offer to depart, 
he fays, <* If yoiidifmirs menow, as^I am to go 
** before you, I bid you all farewell." 

He in a very facetious mannerasked his friei»ds 

leave to depart, and bad them farewell, as if he 

was but going abroad-. Implying that he went 

4 only 
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only before them, where they would foon 
follow. 



SEVERUS, the Emperor. 

, T T was faid of Severus and Auguftus, bpth 
^ .' JL ^f whom did infinite mifchief in the be- 
ginning of their reigns, and much good towards 
their end, " That they (hould either have neVef 
" been born, or never died." 

347. The following is a celebrated faying of 
Severus, " I have paft," faith he, *• through, 
** every fceneand condition, but none availeth." 

Meaning, that though, under the condufl; of 
fortune, he climbed, by means of his learning, as 
well as by his dexterous ikill in military bufmefs, 
from a low ftation of life, through all the varie- 
ty of fteps and degrees, to the very fummit of go- 
vernment, yet he found no fituation happy, nor 
any circumltance fatisfadlory. 

348. They relate that thefe were his lafl: 
words, ** I .found the empire all ip confufion, 
** and every where embroiled, now I kave it 
*' quiet and peaceable, even among the Britifli ; 
** and, tho' an old gouty man, 1 devolve it on 
•' my fons a firm and well eftabliflicd govern- 
«* ment, fo long as they belave well : But other- 
<• wife, a government very weak and prccari* 
« ous." 

34.9. When they propofed to Severus, the 
erazing of an epigram in praife of Pefcenninus 
Niger, infcribed on the pedeftal of bis fiatue, 
while alive, he made anfwer, ** By all means 
** let it continue as it is : for if Pefcenninus was 
** fucb a man as this infcription would make him, 

Vol* I. P - '« why 



V 
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*«• why, then the world ftiall know what a man 
^^ we have vanquilhed : on the contrary, if he 
** was not fuch as this would impiv^ people will 
*^ think that we have conquered fAichainan/' 

PESCENNINUS >JIGER, 

pEfcenninus Niger iflued out an addition- 
3^ • ^ al falary to all the officers of juftice in 
the empire, to this intent, that they fliould not 
opprefs thofewhom they judged, faying, " It 
** behoveth a judge neither to take or give," 

I wifh that fuch as make a trade of vending 
places, by putting the judge under a neceffity of 
vending juftice, in order. to refund himfelf of the 
fums laid out to purChafe his office, might take 
example of this prince ! 

351. When the frontier (btdiers afk*d the 
Emperor for wine, in ^gypt, he told them, 
^' What ? do you aik for wine, when you have 
« the Nile ? '* 

They fay that the water of the Nile is fo fwcet, 
that fuch as- border upon that river deGre no 
wine. 

352. Csefar, when that army of his, which 
was beat by the Saracenes, complained to him, 
that unlefs they had wine they could not fight, 
cried out, *^ For ihame, they that beat you 
•* drink water." 

l^he Saracens are not permitted to drink wine 
^ven to this very day. 

353. Some perfon, having compofed a panegy- 
ric, in praife of him upon his acceffion to the 
empire, begged leave to rehearfe it, whereupon 
CaLr replied, <» Why don't you rather write in 

•• praife 
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•-• praife of Marius, Hannibal, or feme other 
•* renown'd general dead and gone» fo that we 
" might copy after them; 'tis ridiculous to praife 
•' the living, more efpecially emperors, who are 
** courted, and dread'fd, who can kill, anJ 
** profcribe ;^ bcfides," continued he, *' my aim, 
** while I live,, is to picafc, and to be praifed 
** when 1 am dead. " 

ANTONINUS CARACALLUS. 

A Ntcninus Caracallus difcourfing one day 
3 S4- r\ j^ix}^ his mother in law, who= was a» 
extraordinary beautiful 'voman, the visil that co* 
vcred her br€afts,.accidentally falling back, difco^ 
»^ed her fkin and cheft, whereupon the Empe* 
ror faid, ** I wifli it were lawful for me to en- 
«* joy what I behold,** to which flic made an- 
fwer, * If you wifti it, it is lawful. Don't you 

* know, that an Emptfror gives, but receives no 

* laws ? and that it is lawful for a prince to gra- 

* tify his inclinations in whatever they prompt 
« him to ?* 

This fpcech eiicouragcd Antoninus to the eom^ 
miffion of a very deteitable adion. 

355. His lieutenant BaiSanus told Caracallut, 
that he ought, in order to alleviate the odium 
fratricide put lipon him, toH^ave his brother Ge- 
ta declared a god, ^' Nay," fays Caracallus,^ 
*^ Sit divus, dum non fit vivtis, i.e. even let him 
*< be a god, as toiig as he is a dead one," and 
fo had his brother inroli'd in the mimber of the 
.^s 

The thirft of government is fuch,tbat it (carce 
s^dmits the laws of piety or ritural afFc5):k>o ta* 

P z uke 
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take place, when they ftand in the way as a bar 
'toitshappinefi. 

ANTONINUS HELIOGABALUS. 

r A Ntoninus Heliogabalus held the fenate in 
^ ' *^ fuch contempt, that be was wont to 
call them " the gowned flaves." as retaining no 
more of their former dignity befides their gowns. 

357. A certain perfon, wondering how the 
treafures of the empire were able to fupport hit 
luxuries and extravagancies, prefumed to aikhim, 
do you I ever dread running out i he made an* 
fwer, ^^ that to be his own and his wife's heir, 
^* while living, was the mofl pleaiant thing iA 
** the world." 



ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 

o A Lexander Sevenis permitted very little 
35 • i\ f,|ver, and not fo much as a foil of gold, 
either for ufe or ornament, in the temples. Fre- 
quently repeating this verfeof Perfius, upon men- 
tioning the practice of ufing gold in this way» 

** Dicite, pontifices, in fandoquid facit aurum? 

*< But tell me, prieft, if I may be fo bold, 
«* What arc the gods the better for this gold? 

DlLYDEK. 

359. He would fajr, ** That he vehemently 
* *^ dcteftcd the venal difpofing of preferments^ 

«« becaufe 



/ 
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'* beotufe that thoTe wbo purchafed tWflof' 
** ments would fell juftice/* 

^6o. He aiBgacd their own proper falarses to 
aU judges lateral, and deputy governors, and jrct 
promuted fucb only as would perfoiurlly tmn&A 
their own bufinefs, allowing of no fubflkutes, 
andcauiing them to be public Mv declared as fuck, 
feveral months betore he fent them to the refpefii- 
tve cities and provinces of the empire, to give 
time for any accufation that might be brought 
againft them. This prudent youth perceived that 
it is a fore bane to any ftate, to have all the prin- 
cipal offices of the publick traitfaded by deputies, 
ibmetimes two or three fubftitoted one imiae the 
o^her. The governor cl* a city hath his lieute- 
nant or deputy, that deputy has anotber,. and that 
other, perhaps a third ; and frequently ic happerrs 
that the fubftituent, who enjoys tite dignities and 
emoluments of the office, i»of all the reft tboihoft 
incapable to difcharge it. Let fticb prkiees as o{^ 
prefs tbeir iub}e^s by heavy taxations^ and otfacr 
grievous^ extortions, acfcvert to thts* leiToiK. 

361. He was fo diligently mindful ta have th>^ 
army well provided for, that he was> woot to hfy 
*^ 1 prefer thtsir welfa^reto oiy own^ in as mvcH 
^* ao on them depends the welfere 6f the pub* 
•' lick/' 

'Tis caiier finding a new Emperor, tllan a 
new difciplftt'd afmy. 

361* hevenis, hearing that the Publicans of 
tke city claimed, as their peculiar privilege, a 
eonfidevaUe plot of common ground,, that the 
ChriAiam had taken poiTeffion of, for a place to - ^ 
imyvAif in, fent \m reicripc thus, *^ That it 
** I'Tas* better any god vriiatever fbouU be wor^ 

F 3 Aliped 
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** (hiped in the place, than it (hould be given 
•* up for the ufe of Publicans/' 

363. If 4ipon an expedition, any of the foldk 
crs offered to plunder ought in their way, he had 
them whipp'd,or otherwife feverely puniflied; or, 
if the dignity of the perfon would not well admit 
. of fuch treatment, he ordered him to be publick- 
ly upbraided iii the moil reproachful and contu- 
melious manner, and ufed, upon this occafion, 
to aft them, ^' Would you like that your own. 
*'^ fields and poi&ffions were ufed, as you ufe that 
•* of other people ?" Then he would repeat a 
precept he heard among the ChrUtians, and order 
a crier to go<ibout proclaiming it, during the time 
any one received punifhment: the precept waSr 
" Quod tibi fieri nolis, alteri ne feceris." /. /. 
'< Never treat another in a manner you would 
•* not like to be ufed yourfelf/' 

What (hall we now fay of the Chriiliati miJW 
tants, who, whether on a march, or a retreat, 
fieal, plunder, raviib, knock down^ and drive 
away cattle, break and bore whole pipes or hog(^ 
heads of wine, and let the liquor peri(b ? who, in 
(hort, treat one another worfe than enemies would 
have done ? and thefe pra^ices muft, in the name 
of heaven, be now-a-days call'dthelaw of arms, 
and princes wink at them f 

364. Severus, underflanding that one Vetro- 
nius Thurinus, a familiar acquaintance of his 
own, made a pradice to traffic for his influence 
over him, with fuch as had any favour to afk, \tk 
the courfe of which practice he impofed on Cae- 
far, as well as the parties he folicited for, by lies 
and falfe reprefentations, he ordered him to be 
bound upon a ftake, with a fire of huQiid oiate- 
tials round hira, >yhile a crier went about, pro- 
claiming 
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ming, ^^ Let bim be ftiiHed with fm;ke, who 
** vends fmokc.'* 



M A X I M I N. 

06 A/I Aximin, having taken the command of 
3 5* i VI ^ Legion, fpared no labour or pains 
in exerclfing and looking after the foldiers ; (o 
that the tribunes reprehending him, for being at 
fuch trouble, faid, you need not ufe (o much di- 
ligence now, feeing you can procure a general's 
commifiion, " The higher 1 am," faid he, 
** the greater diligence I fhall ufe." 

366. Maximin, the elder, would never admit 
any man to kifs his feet, frying, '• Heavens 
** avert, that a free citizen of Rome fhould kifs 
«« my feet V 

But where are they, who now, not onfy ad- 
mit, but invite, nay even oblige, not to mention 
free citizens and gentlemen alone, the great- 
eft monarchs, to kifs their (hoes inftead of their 
feet. 



G A L I E N. 

q67' /^'^^^^'^ never gave himfelf the leaft trouble 
^ '* ^^ to avenge his father's deaths fo that 
when the King of Perfia was reprefented by way 
of (how, led captive, as it were, through the city, 
fome drolls ran in among the Perfians, feeming 
to fearch every where with the utnioft diligence, 
and to (lare all that pafs'd in the face, with a({:on- 
i(hing eagernefs. Whereupon being a(ked, what 
Ihcy were in fearch of? ^^ We look/' faid they, 

** for 
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•* for the princc'i father.** Iftfinuating the man- 
ner in which he was negledled by Garfien. He 
ordered the jefiers, upon this intelligence, to be 
burnt alive. 

This ferves as an inftance of Caefar's impfetf, 
and the dangerous confequences of imprudent free- 
doms. 

368. Caefar, having /tt loofe a huge buli, for 
his diver(ion,ordered a huntfman to chace znd kill 
brm i the bull was brought out terr tinnes fac- 
eeflivelv, without being killed. Whereupon 
C^efar fent the archer a chaplet* As the 
people wondered what could be the reafon for 
ordering a crown to a bungter, he ordered a 
crier to proclaim, *' That it muft be allowed 
•• as a piece of the greateft dexterity, to attack a 
•• bull ft) often without felling him." 

369. A certain man having fold Galleh's wife 
glazed for true gems, the cheat was no fooner 
drfcovered, than (he iniifted on his being puniffi- 
ed as an impoftor. Upon which Cacfer ordered 
him to be feized, giving out that he would e3^- 
pofe him to a lion. Being brought to theden^ 
while the people and the impoftor himfelf look- 
ed for a terrible lion, out leaps a capon, and as 
the fpedators wondered at this ridiculous affair, 
be ordered a crier to proclaim, /' That as the 
*« offender had been guilty of a cheat, be- was 
«« cheated." 



A U R E L I A N. 

A ^^^^^^^9 finding no^ adrtrittance when 
^^ *x\. he came to Ty ana, m9fic aw oath «> 
pOnilh thofe chizens in fuch- a nnrmtr^ S^ 

2 not 
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not even a dog within the walls fliould be left 
alive. While the foldiers, by this declaration, were 
elevated with the hopes of plunder, Heradamon, 
a citizen of Tyana, fearing that he Ihould be 
killed among the reft, betrayed the city. Him 
Aureliah ordered to be put to death,as a traitor to 
his country. The foldiers, after taking the place, 
inflf^ed on the Emperor's promife of being allow- 
ed to plunder it^. He told them, *' Since 
•* I gave you my word, that not a dog (hould 
•• be left alive in Tyana, I leave you at liberty 
*• to deftroy them all/* 



The Eko of the First Volvmb» 
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